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MURRAY WaLKER HAS told
F1 Racing he has no plans to
retuirm to the ¢ -:_|r"|||a;-|'l_._'|r':,' |:_:-'_'|'-c
wihen the BBC takes ower
broadcasting Formula 1
coverage in the LK next year
'I"":" vateran commeantator
whio first started talking about
the sport in 1948, says a full
time return will be too
demanding = but he hasn't
ruled out the odd appearance
"ou will not see Murray
Walker back commentating

shart of B5 and | am too old.”
saicd Whalker in an exclusive

interview with F1 Racing

becausa | am now just 8 whisker

o0 otding race Y
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"It's enormaoushly demanding

physically and mentally, and

oath as | am to admit it,
| don't think that | can copa
with 18 races — eight or nine
of which arg |-'=r':__: kaul. I've had
a very good innings; I've baen
vty |Lcky and I've enjoyed
eveny second, | don't thmk | can
come back, but it the BB wanit
v tor o the occasional feature
would be delighted to do it
Last momnth it »
that ITV will relinauish the TV
rights at the end of this year
after covering the sport since
1997, Walker moved across to
ITVs commentary team before
retiring at the end of 2001

A% neveieo

|:|1'I|'_'|I_.:_:!I g made d -:_'!"‘:l_'_-{]lH
return for E-HIZ Rachio F Wi Linig
at the Nurburgring last year,
It i balieved [TV endad

ts deal early to inance its
fvestment into Champions
League football, but in addition
Hernie Ecclestone wanted to
lake advantage of the BB
MPRESSVE use ol interactive
technology. From next season,
mubti-channel, High Definition
and mobile phone broadcasts
will e hamessed 10 Showcase
the spon
'mh Tal el that F1 is '::;_:-:l';_;
hame’ but I'm also very hapoy
RS :ilr_- VIBWETrs .'_'.-;_'-urlz i.‘.|" -..'I-.':-.'.',
because it means that ihé races
are nat going to be mamed
by the constant appearance
of commercials,” added Walker
"The adverts have to appear
on TV bacauss the money
Nas o Come Trom SomesTeng,
Dut there is no doubt that they
nterrupt the action and thay
can be very frustrating, | just fee
sorry for ITYS brilliant team and

hope that many of them can

“LoathasIam

to admit it, I don't
think I can cope
with 18 races”

still continue in F1 nesxt year”
The BBC have yet to

annownce their presenter ing-up

plans for 20092, ITV have won

a number of awards for th

coverage of F1 and this vear

bacame the first channe i tha

world 1o show lve coverage of

Freday practice sessions on their

weebsite weawitv-F1.com
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A NEW SET OF TEAM GEAR FOR MECHANICS, DRIVERS AND ENGINEERS

1 Ferrar Colour co-ordinated,
riciht down to the shoes 2 BMW
Sauber Pull those sacks right up
mate 3 Renaubt \What, no collar?

4 Williams One size fits all 5 Red
Bulll Me matter e haot it is Bed
Bull are: professional; they keep their
trousers on B Toyota Jarmo's come
@ 1o the F1 paddock straight from

the tennis court 7 Toro Rosso Yup,
they've got belt-loops to strap your
all-important pass to B Honda Mow,
wha thought that lime green trousers
VWS a '._.|.'HJ'.| icea? Cham up E SIIJP'EF
Agur Limited editson = cousd thiey
be a thing of the past? 10 Force
India “.’m can't really 9o Wrong
wirth a ‘_l_.-k_m_u in ol '_| rt. Can
you? 11 MeLaren Sleek. Ven
H-1-:L:|'E"-. Don't call it Huge Dross
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e 000 _ 0089 | * Toro Rosso have run their new car, ot
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! ® 'lll'. 'III'. g the STR3, at ltaly’s Vairanao circuit XLy
ey SBeE OOee ; : using Red Bull Junior driver and :: i

# British F3 hot-shoe Brandon Hartley.
The car will make its debut at Turkey

France {TF1}

Brazil {TV Globo}
T S

Formula 1 global viewing figures 2007
Source: FOM
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The promise of TV exposure to a huge global audience is key to persuading Formula 1 spon:

1 Racing May 2008
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Russia (Ren TW)

Total individual wiewers 18.3m
I population 1.26m

Share 714.5%

Poland (Polsat)

Total indnndual wewers 23 Tm
TV population 35 5m

Share 65 1%

shiows such as Dance On fce
and How Do They Sing get
higher audience f gures, F1 still
has &5 per cent of the available
TV ".|'|.'|:|',' -.'-ll"l.'r' I|._|r'5|||.|,',|;_'-:_:|

4] .?l.-.l':'?_ 13 af the 17 :__:|._|r':_:|'_; [rix
nad an increase in audience, as
Fl-:_1F||.|._|r ty continuas o nsa
thanks to Alonso's success, But,
for the first time, F1 coverage
wasn't just available on TV, Spain
trialled the first run of interactive
mobile phone coverage. Also,
moee than three guarters of the
available TV audience (74 per
cent) watched the sport. On
four occasions in the yvear the

Japan tFuji ™)

Total individual viewers 36.9m
T populatsan 1 20m

Share 30.8%

China (CCTV)

Total indevidual viewers 102 .9m
TV population 1.2bn

Share 565%

grand prix was the most
watched programme in the
week, cutstripping shows such
as Qran Hermango (Big Brother)

When [TV was showing F1, its
audience share on a Sunday
afterncon was three times larger
than during a non-F1 weekend
TV e |,'."||-:_1:,'|:-c:5 a 40 per cent
increase (an average of 3million
rrw viewers) since 2006, given
thi rise to prominence of Lewis
Hamiiton. The highlight was the
primetime season finale in Brazil
which 7.5millicn tuned in for,
"It's good that figures are
up despite the fact TV audiences

Al 50 fmgﬁu}n‘.f:d 20 years
ago there were four channels
in the LK, now thers are 200,
says Migel Geach, boss of
Sports Marketing Survays.
Despite the rise, 1TV struggled
to get a new title sponsor for its
F1 programmes for this seasan,
and hasn't been able to make
the financial model work
Instead, it has given up its nights
n favour of Champions League
football. F1 returns to the BEC

n 2009 after 13 years with [TV

In terms of numbsers, Brazil has
more fans watching F1 than
any other country in the world,
with 119million tuning in last
year. The 24 per cent rise on
2006 is believed to be through
Massa's successes for Ferrari,
Crver 1Bmillion watched the
2007 season finale at Interlagos
on Globo TV, Brazil also has an
impressive audience share, with
nearly two in every three people
watching TV tuning in for F1.

China has the langest televison
population in the world, with
1.1billion people having access
o a TV F1 oy cammands an
2.4 per cent share, but that
equates to the second largest
number of viewers in the wardd
L103million). t's the third langest
for output, with 370 hours
transmitted in 07, The potential
reach means it's probably the
st important region for F

It was a POOr year [{:" auchences
in the WS, and the loss of the US
GP at |r':|_:|!|.' n 08 won't '1r_'-||'_1 Ten
million viewers in ‘07 is down
2.6m from ‘06. Although Speed
|::}"I L".‘=|:j:||{': I:J-:_'-[ﬁL a !_;-:_1!:|ﬂ r|!|III.'_:A.i,I5I_"_
network FCOC fwhich shows four
GPs a vear) struggles for good
audiences, The Canadian GP
~which is in a more favourable
tirne zone = had just over
dmillion vieswers, The sharg

of the total audience is a poor
3.5 per cent and F1 falls a long
way behind the US-based
MNASCAR Sorint Cup.
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"I made the call to
stop Jenson because
there didn't seem to
be any point in taking
any risks... | didn't
see the point in
carrying on.”
TRAMSLATIOM:
"Mow | know how
Jenson felt at pretty
much every race
last year”
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The gloves are off —andso :i'; stronic Gizmos:
Peter Windsor gives the inglél Rl s biggest battle.




nd 50 we have a Championship.

We have Kimi in the Ferrari = all

calm and confident with his first

wiorld title behind him. And in

the ather corner — Lewis, hungry
and full of desire to go one step further.

The driving — without electronic traction
control and with the lumpiness of "natural”™
engine braking once again = has been flat-
out sublime. If there's anvone better than
Kimi Riaikkonen out there, then his name
i# Lewis Hamilton. And vice versa, Both
are taking the art of driving to new levels
of sophistication and excellence.

“~

Of course, it's a more difficult task for
Lewis: Ferrari are the winning team. Kimi
i5 seasoned = the experienced one. His life
is sorted, He has established his pateh.
McLaren, by contrast, are recovering from
the biggest ruptures known to F1 man.
Lewis is still learning how to manage his
life = how to work through the politics of
maney, power, celebrity and racing. And
to handle the most difficult and omnipresent
press corps in the world = the Brits.

He's doing alright though. He awoke on
the Monday after last vear's Brazilian Grand
Prix with a bit of a headache, but his life
rapidly regained its focus. The championship
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was over and he'd finished runner-up, Not
bad.... There was vet another court heaning
on the horizon (the fuel temperature row
invalving BMW and Williams), but he had
no expectations from it. Ahead: a change

of residence, He had to leave home — the
pressures of living in the English floodlights

were on their way to becoming a distraction.

And Britain's tax rates, of course, were
another factor. Monaco? Too glitay.
Switzerland? It worked for Jackie Stewart
afd Michae] Schumacher = and it works
for Kimi, Geneva it would be then, on the
French side of the lake.

‘._!-

Riikkdnen's approach might appear casual
to some, but he's as focused as anyone
the minute he steps into the garage...

There was also the little question of
renewing his vows with McLaren. He
coutld probably drive for any team on
earth, but why leave the team that had
nol only given him his racing life, but had
also nearly won him a championship in his
debiut season? What he needed was a long-

term commitment, a good chunk of money...

and hopefully a guick, cool team-mate
wiho oould maintain the pressure, but could
blend in with the scenery. Nico Rosberg?
Mayvbe. Heikki? Perfect.

In short, it was a good winter for Lewis
Hamilton. He could go to bed at night as
a long-term McLaren driver. He would, at

worst, be an equal number one, with the
responsibility that brings. With the move
to the new apartment there was plenty to
do, to re-organise... And then there was the
best programme; no more traction control;
more abrupt engine braking (now that the
pizmos could no longer calm the rear
locking); and the new car.

n Melbourne, for the season’s opener, they
were the toast of the town. The Australian
press are more sports-centric than the Brits,

and o the talk was of the rivalry and the
season ahead, rather than of girlftiends or

&
i *—hn

late nights at the Crown Casing, or of Lewis's
lack of engagement with the Grand Prix
Drivers’ Association. Kimi, merely by doing
andl saving very little, has in his own way
become a folk hero. “Kimi's cool,” they say.
Mo one expects anything from him, He's
just Kimi.” Lewis, by being eloguent and
dignified, has opened the door to a different
swathe of public (and media) opinion.

In their cars, on the circuits of the world,
the two drivers are virtually interchangeable,
Both drive racing cars exactly as they should
be driven. They manage the dynamie
energies; they warn the car of what they are
about to ask of it next. They're constantly in



harmony with the ever-changing surface
of the road and the grip level of their
Bridgestones. Without TC and braking

assistance their talent was always going to be

even more exposed... and so it has proved.

ewis won Melbourne with prace and flair;

Kimi won Malaysia in exactly the same
way, al the same time forcing his more
reflexive team-mate, Felipe Massa, into an
error. In Australia, Kimi was both fast and
concise in traffic from the back-third of the
grid — as decisive and accurate as Lewis
would be from mid-grd in Malaysia. In

.jr.

penalised by race stewards in Q3 by
“warning” them in advance of possible
in-lap traffic rather than shouting in their
ears in the heat of the moment,

The parallels continue when applied to
car performance and reliability: the McLaren
was fast in Melbourne over one lap and a full
race distance; the Ferrari was not brilliant in
qualifying. In Sepang the opposite was true:
Lewis lost some feel and grip in (s 2 and 3;
the Ferrar was good over one lap or 20. The
scene is set for a season in which the balance
of performance = and the advantage — will
shift from race to race,

KIMI V5 LEWIS

Control Unit that all teams must use to
regulate/ban driver aids = but then Heikki
did too, on the Friday night of Melbourne,
Two drivers and two teams are set to
dominate — and to divide = the 2008
Championship. Kimi, cool on his side
of Switzerland, lives low-profile and with
very few non-track activities to clutter his
momings. No GPDA; no interviews. On
the other side of the country: Lewis, the man
of the future, follows one packed day with
another, Abbey, Vodafone, Mercedes, Boss,
factory visit, pym, test, TAG Heuer, travel,
Mobdl, media, Olympus, team meetings,

d ...Hamilton's approach might appear focused

They are both geniuses... Great, true racing

to some, but even he can afford to check
himself out in his reflection {(abovel
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drivers — epitomies of their art

Melbourne, Ferrar didn't call Kimi in when
the pitlane opened after the second Safety
Car period. They were hoping to pick up
track position = but, after the Safety Car
came in, Kimi made some “go for it” errors
in traffic which cost him points.

MecLaren’s strategy was perfect in
Melbourne — Lewis was brought in early
for both pitstops — but in Malaysia the
management allowed their drivers to be

bb and flow, ebb and flow = and if you

really want equality, consider the
glitches: McLaren were trouble-free in
Melbowrne, but had a wheelnut lock-
mechanism fail at the next race. Ferran
found fuel pressure problems in Melbourne,
but swiftly recovered their operational
glickness. You could argue that Ferrari were
always going to have some dramas in
adapting to the new Standard Electronic

.. <7,

race, travel, factory... and still they want
him to join the GPTAL

They are geniuses, both of them, And they
are great, true racing drivers — epitomies of
their art. They are very different = and yet
very similar, just as Ferrari and McLaren
are as disparate in their character as they
are alike in their excellence. How will it be
resolved? Who will win? As last year, it will
probably be just the one team that will find
the sweet spot on any given weekend; there
are too many variables for the storms to be
perfect. So, it will come down to the
unéxpected. To punctures; to the weather; to
traffic: to the things no-one can predict. FO
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YOU ASK THE QUESTIONS

DAVID

COULTHARD

iIn an F1 car. Potty-
mouthed outbursts on live TV.
The ‘theatrical ability’ of Take
That. Stand well back, everyone
— no subject is off-limits...

Words Stuart Codling Portreaits Lorenzo Bellanca/LAT

Chafin

Ibows on the table, David Coulthard
idly rotates a Red Bull-branded bottle with
his fingertips and casts a glance at the pile of
questions from Fr Racing’s readers. “There's
quite a few,” he savs in a detached tone,
more a5 an ebservation than a complaint,

Well, there's quite a long career to get
through - but that probably wouldn't be
the most sensible riposte, because DC is
famously prickly about the question of
his age, as are his many fans; describe
him as “Formula 1's elder statesman”,
even in a complimentary context, and
watch those angry letters fly in. There's
a good reason for this: it's foolish to think
that David's length of service defines him
in an exclusively negative way.

Not only is David still quick, his
experience has made him a confident and
strident speaker; unlike some drivers, who
stare blankly as if they're listening distantly
and without great interest to their own
voices, DC is engaging, witty and sharp. He

44 F1 Racing May 2008

picks up the questions, straightens them
with a flick of thumb, and wades in...

Is driving a Formula 1 car still

as exciting as when you started?
Grarrery Stansfield, UK

I would say... that it’s more exciting today
because [ don't have the fear that 1 had
when I first drove an Fi1 car. When you

do anything for the first time you're a bit
nervous, vou don't know what to expiect. The
other thing is that the difference between the
front of the grid and the back of the prid is
only about one or two per cent. That's how
ingredibly close it iz I read a statistic
recently that sums up how incredible Fi is:
of the 80,000-0dd parts that make up a car,
if 0.9 per cent are in perfect order that still
leaves 8o things that are wrong before the
start of the race. So even 999 per cent is
nowhere near good enough. For me, that
shows what a challenging. elite industry

this is, and I'm excited to be part of it

After an illustrious career in F1,

is there any one decision or move
you've made that you now wish

vou'd done differently?

Hmpard W Jones, UK

Yes. As 1 said in my book, which is available
in average bookshops up and down the
country, [ wish I'd stuck with Williams for
1096 because that would have given me a
better erack at the championship, ultimately,
than what happened with McLaren. That
[the move to McLaren] was motivated by
money, becanse my management company
at the time [IMG] were taking a percentage
of my salary, so it was in their interest to go
for the bigger salaryv. And 1 was voung.

I thought F1 was easy, because I'd come
siraight in with a winning car and 1 didn't
appreciate how technical it was = a bit like, 1
guess, what Lewis is experiencing right now.
He probably can’t believe how easy F1 is, but
a few vears down the line, when the car'’s not
so competitive, it may be a different story,







What are you going to do when your
driving career is finally over? Can you
see vourself taking up some sort of
advisory role for Red Bull, like
Schumi has at Ferrari?

Tina Hinds, UK

Er, I don't know what I'm i‘:'-'i"ﬂ tor i,

and [ don't see myself in any particular

role — because to even think about that
would mean that I'm not thinking about
racing the car. For me it's quite clear that
nothing is different today from when 1 was
24 and just starting in F1. All my thoughts
and energies go into doing the best [ can in
the car and l'u‘|]'|'lt1_|.'i the team move forward.
If amything has changed, it's that [ now have
the experience to be confident when putting
my opinions forward,

T

age — i's linked to desire and commitment.
I think a 16-vear-old in the right physical
condition could drive an F1 car quickly, as
could a fit 46-yvear-old. But life is a journey,
and what makes sense to ¥ou as a teenager
doesn’t make sense to you at certain other
stages of life. And if it makes sense to vou
all the time, yvou're either very intelligent
or retarded because vou haven't moved
forward sinee you were a teenager! Every
vear you learn something new, change
vour tastes, That's life.

What has been the best ear vou

have driven in Formula 1?

Emil Vinkman, Estornia

[ Without hesitation] That would be the "gs
Williams. Wide track, slick tyres, 3.5ltr

Williams' FW17 from 1995 - the best F1 machine Coulthard has driven

Are yvou in better physical condition
today than you were when you first
entered F1?

Martin Fred Saalberg, USA

It's unlikely that my VO potential [the
measure of the maximum amount of oxygen
an athlete’s body can use] is better today at
37 than it was when [ was 24. But for all the
physical training that I do, there’s nothing to
suggest that I'm not in as good a condition

I train hard and efficiently, and I'm pleased
with the condition I'm in.

What's yvour musical guilty pleasure?
Kai Crreant, Australio

Well, I've always liked Take That, even

at the time. | enjoved watching the DVD
of their comeback tour — great, happy
entertainment. [ like pop music and

[ admire people who can entertain. A lot
of pop artists make up for what they may
lack in musical talent with theatrical
ability, and that's an admirable quality.

Do vou feel that vou are as fast
today as YU were 10 years agn?
Raimo Kivi, Sweden

I do. I feel that I'm a better driver today
because I've had the benefit of certain
experiences. | don't think fast” is linked to
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engine, no traction control and a fantastic
ability to adjust to small changes. | managed
five pole positions in a row in that car, and
I'm not known for my qualifying ability...

Did you ever dislike Michael
Schumacher?

Lee Harrison, UK

I've got great admiration for Michae] and
his achievements; I just didn't appreciate
the way he'd never accept that he was at
fault. But that was probably a strength that
enabled him to achieve that level of success
over such a long period. You've got to know
when you're bullshitting. I have a high
regard for his intelligence, but his public
position of, "What? Me? It was the other
guy,” was a bit rich to be honest,

I was amused by your rant about
Felipe Massa after the Australian GP.
Did you find him after the race, and
were you successful in yvour attempis
to “kick lumps of shit” out of him?
Tan Matthews, UK

[ texted him on the Monday because we
were both staving in the same hotel in Kuala
Lumpur. I saw him briefly but didn’t talk to
him about it on the Tuesday — by that time
the race was over, so doing anything




THE QUESTIONS

The smile of a man who's
won at Monaco twice

May 2008



How Coul is that? David
reals off his answers with
an openess F1 drivers
rarely treat us to




INSET PAUIL-HENRI CAHIER

wouldn't have changed the result.

[ Thoughtful pause] 1 think we should be
encouraged to speak our minds, bacanse
everybody seems to complain that the
drivers are monosyllabic and non-
controversial — and then the minube yvou
do, vou upset someone. In the real world
we do swear, we do make bold statements
that we're probably never going to carry out.
And in the unreal world we're very polite

— we follow the company line, and... fuck it.

Of all vour team-mates, who was

the best driver?

Izabela Sonnek, Poland

[Long pause] Difficult to choose between
Kimi and Mika [Hikkinen] because they're
both exceptional drivers who seem to get
away with making zo little effort to be so
quick. I'll abways wonder how they managed

Mobiill

respected brands in the world, but
genuinely feel proud to have driven for
Mercedes for those nine years, They were
the cars that my father always bought when
[ was growing up, so in many ways [ feel
they're my brand of choice. 1've never
actually owned a Ferrari, but I've had

a few Mercedes. [ have a 1971 28081,
which I bought in ‘g5,

What is it that motivates you to keep
on racing?

Elpisa Lopez, US.

I love it = simple as that. If you love doing
sommething, why woom e vou want to stop? [t's
like sex — vou enjov doing it and vou don’t
say, "“Oh, I'm going to give that up when

I'm 50 because I've had a pood innings.”
The only difference is that racing has an,

er, more socially acceptable timeframe,

David flicks Michael Schumacher “the bird® during the 2000 French Grand Prix

that - and always admire. And I think
Daman Hill was under-rated.

When yvou retire from Formula 1
will vou still be involved with
motorsport in some way, or will
you concentrate your efforts on
expanding vour hotel empire?
Philip Longdon, UK

Don't know. 1 haven't thought about it.

Which is the bigger thrill: the red
lights going out at the start of the
grand prix or dating the most
beautiful women in the world?

Robert Wetzler, USA

They're both a thrill, and they both take
place at different times, so with only 15 or so
grands prix a vear, I find there's more than
enough time to fit both into my schedule.

You never hid the fact you wanted to
drive for Ferrari. Do vou still harbour
this ambition?

Murray Stevenson, Scotland

No... Of course, Ferrari have the most
recognisable name and one of the most

Can yvou actually see anything in
those tiny rear-view mirrors when
the car is shaking all over the place?
Dan Cross, UK

You don't see cnough, given the importance
of what we're doing and the expense of the
viehicles, that's for sure. The bypical
bathroom face mirror that people might
squeeze their zits in is about three or four
times the size of the mirror we rely on to
see everything that's going on behind us.

Every race vou're sitrapped tightly
in the ¢ar for one-and-a-half hours.
What do you do if you have an itch
that really needs seratching?

Carl Burkin, UK

Choh, it's tough. You just can't serateh it
basically. And, if yvou get a cramp... tough,
vou just have to get on with it. All of the
drivers will suffer some muscular pain to
a degree. Chafing, too. And 1 once got
blisters on my bum at Sepang, during

the McLaren years, from the car rubbing
against the ground. [t burnt through the
floor — there's actually a photo somewhere
on the McLaren server.

YOU ASK THE QUESTIONS

You drove for two top "old’ teams,
Williams and McLaren. What's the
main difference between them and
the young Red Bull Racing team?
Philippe Chanteur, France

Thev [Williams and McLaren] win races, or
have won. Red Bull haven't. That's the only
difference. F1 teams are highly structured,
well-financed and motivated groups. As

I said before, we're less than one per cent
away from achieving our ultimate goal.

Would vou ever consider standing
for the role of president of the FIA?
Victoria Brown, UK

Yes. [A pause, then he flips to the next
question without elaborating. |

What's been your best moment in Fi?
Vangelis Peticaris, Greece

I'm very proud to have won the British GP,
the Monaco GP, the Belgian GP and the
Italian GP - I see that as a mixture of the
bigzest historical races the sport’s had.
Especially Monaco — 1 know I'm not seen as
the mast talented driver to have raced in Fi,
but vou don't win Monaco twice by accident.

Are vou the most talented driver

on the 2008 grid?

Ike St Clara, USA

No, I don't think so0 = bat [ think I'm a
talented racing driver who has continued to
deliver at a sustained level for a long period.

Al MeLaren you were a bit grumpy
and corporate, but at Red Bull you
have a great personality. Why is this?
Chris Jones, UK

At McLaren you represented multiple
brands, and what might be funny for one
might be insulting to someone else, so

I had to tread carefully. With Red Bull, the
instruction from Dietrich Mateschitz when

1 joined the team was, “Don't say anything
negative about the drink.” Straightforward
enough = I've always drunk Red Bull, so no
problem there, He also said, “Be vourself.”
S0 you always walk a bit of a corporate line
= there are people who rely on you, It's easy
to win the hindsight world championship,

a lot harder to motivate people and give
direction for the future, Inevitably, like any
human, 1 have my strengths and weaknesses.

Looking at what happened last year

at McLaren — where there were some
doubts regarding equal treatment — do
vou think you had fair treatment when
you were Mika's team-mate?

Alberto Varela, Spain

It was no surprise that, despite McLaren’s
best efforts, one guy ended up feeling less
loved than the other. Want to know more?
I'm afraid vouTll have to buy my book... D
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These rotary switches are
Lewis's gloved fingers. Both of

designed for ease of use

£ Ears [ ear '|'1.'1-:‘.||:1||:'=_.'
just for the forward

Used to select neutral and

NEUTRAL BUTTON

Lewiss drink is stored in

a reservoir beneath his

seat: this button activates
an electric pump to send the
drink to his mouth via a tuba

DIFF MAP THUMBWHEEL
DRINKS BUTTON

differential settings. More
or less diff “locking” is used to
tune the handling at the rear
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the gear while the ' PITLANE SPEED LIMITER
LED's thie top are By pressing this Lewis activates
‘shift I-ghr.';" to help Lewss , the limiter that automatically
up thift at tha right point keeps the car at the |e_=|_||._||._1'|_ o
speed in the pitlane

S A
L s . i
5. ‘g 8

a

EMGINE MAP OVER-RIDE
Lewis will use this to temporarily
boost the engine's rew limit to
thie inax imiLim |;jir' ha's

at less tham 19,00

T e A L Prmh e

..-_I..-',-‘..-"_._-:{_:L,-' -_.-_-" p e -'.:..-_—..'-.-:.r-.-.:-.-.r'.'.-'.‘ ..-"

-.-"'-".‘- .
'\7 -\.J——u-'—r!-'-‘h—' .

ENGINE MAP ROTARY SWITCH
The left switch changes settings to
balance performance and fuel
economy; the right alters engine
performance to suit the strategy,
from qualifying to Safety Car periods

TYRE SELECT ...WITCH
Switches car sett

account for groo

o EXtreme Wit tyres - far
example, switching on the
red light when it's wet

THROTTLE MAP
THUMBWHEEL
Different throttle maps are
used to  the engina’s
. Lewnis can
jus 35 over along rum,
or if the weather changes

+10 AND +1 BUTTONS
Used ta serall t|'|r'|:||_1|:_'||1 Car
on menus to I:I'IEII"'.EIE'
arameters. TI'IEE-E I:-ur.r.r.!-ns
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2 Gilles Villeneuve

MNever-say-die battler - the romantics’ choice

Gilles Villeneuve won just six grands prix in his
carear = the same number as Kiccardo Patrese
and HH” Sehiumacher Pl_ll rearé statbsshics r_‘lr_'.r"_
come close to Captunng the virtuoso brilliance
of the little French-Canadian. He started out
racing snowmobiles in the frozen Canadian
'“.'"1'1 It Qave him an instinctive {"'I'.':l‘-"'f- of "'.--IF iy
conditions that put him nire seconds ahead of

|.|'IE' field (yes, nine whole seconds) in wet practice

at Watkins Glen in 1979, The rest of the drivers
simply watched in wonder, Other career

highlic n|115. ncluded his legendary battle for
second place with René Armoux at Dijon in 1979
the two spent the final laps banging wheels and
sliding through the dirt, and it was such an utterly
COmiDg II 'llj I |:|||| ir 'l|.|, M "":5-_,:|l' refmied 'l'|l-"E'r‘§ l,.ll"“"'
aCtua |'|. won the race (Jean Pierre Jabou ||q_'-_ for
the recond]. There were also epic drives in "8,
r""l.=.||'“'|.'ir'.:':||:"|l:;| his ;..'||'..'..'||_*-|r_{:r' F:_"mr o ','IC':G!'T 1
Monaco of all places (after overtaking Alan Jones
on the pit straight) and Jarama. Famously feuded
with tearm-rmate Pirani at Imola *82: Gilles was
killed two weeks later in qualitying at Zolderin
Belgium after misreading a backmarker's actions
Flat out and teardess 1o the last

Greatest moment: Could it ever be anything

". - |

seil o hig
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|| Niki Lauda

Cald, calculating and devastatingly quick

It's hard to know where to start when it comes

to Miki Lawuda’s achievements, Twenty five wins,
equal Mumber Six of all-time? Three world
championships - including cne after he'd retired?
L taking P4 at Monza in 1978, just 42 days after
being read the last rites at the Mirburgring? Take
your pick, Lauda started his career driving for Max
Wos 24 and ended it work ngj tor Ban Dennis, In
between, he “did a Schuey” at Femran: along with
Lisca Montezemalo, Lauda was the foundation of
thie team's mid-"/ s sucoess ._|l:|"._:| titlE wiens 1in
75 and 77, and only denied three in a row by his
tiery crash at the "Ring. Lauda set up a successiul
airline after ratiring in ' the late ‘708, but was
temnpted back to the sport by McLaren and John
Barmnards carbon car, Lauda wan his fina
champecnship in 1984 by hall a point, Throughout
his carger, he combined uncompromising focus

with '.'n'l":.' black humour. On thie 30th anniversary of

his accident in 2006 he revisited the r"'\qll":'.lll""'ll"ll:_.l"_.
Be JpE srk . whens the crash hapoened. Some
surprised fans asked him what he was doing
"Looking for my ear,” came the deadpan reply
That's Miki all enves




+ Mika Hakkinen

Double world champion who got genuing
respect from Schumacher

Before there was Kimi, the F1 world had Mika
I{.;_'-:':|-:_| :_:-!| |':'_. CanSer an Lotus when the team
was on its last legs, he then found his home at
McLaren. On his debut in Estorl 1993 = replacing
Michael Andretti = ha :‘:-r:'&-u'l:‘:-ll:_.- -:'!.11-::||::':|lf e his
team-mate. .. some Brazilian guy named Ayrton
Senna, Mika soon establizhed himself as fast, if
a little wild, and endured some tricky years with
MclLaren before the Mercedes partnership took
raat in Waoking, After adding in Adrian Newesy's
design skills and Bridgestone tyres, they became
at t|E -winning force. Hakkinen was the anly rival
to ever really command genuine respect from
Schumi, and Mika tock successive titles in "78 and
‘00 _ still the last ime Melaren [=[=1 their hands on
the championship pots, He generally projectec

a zen-like Finnish calm, but as his carear advanced,
-5.,_:-|‘ '_-.r_'.“-;_m_'rj INVES & SNSRI |.‘:l|::|'=.1"r'-.' ef "&-f the F1
world arpund him, En -gu SErs WhD wWorked w I:l'l him
still talk in awe of his natural ability (he once drove
I,||-:_- Aeean chieane at Momza on the throttle alone
after his initial turm-in) and Spa 2000 surely goes
down as one of the great overtaking manoeuvnes

Greatest moment: 2000 - overtakes Schumi on t o Le 3 track and arg a backmarker. Fure magic

+ Kimi Raikkonen

Unbelievably fast Ferran driver. Has been
known to wear gorilla suits

Kimi represents the ultimate tiumph of talent coeer
application — he's so outrageously good in an F1 car
that ke doseent actuall by e to weoek that hard at it
It's a contrast 1o his predecessor at Ferran, Michael
Schumacher, but the team just carmied on regandless
after Kimi joined them for 2007 — winning both
championships (even without MclLarens exclusion),
neluding the Finn's first world title, Raikkdnen has
caused a fuss from the moment he arrived in F1 -
after just 23 competitive races = driving for Sauber
in 2001. Max Mosley said he shouldn’t have a super-
licence at his tender age, but the F1 Commission
disagreed, and Ron Dennis snapped him up for
the Tl ey ngj yaar Kimi encured 'i'r'-e'.-:':|||-e"|'ll r-:'.'|'.=.l'.li':'.'_.I
problems with stoic indifference during his time at
AcLaran — |1.:|'rr_'|-.-.l|'-.- rrrssang o t an the title in 2005
and then packed his |.'l.=|-:'1‘.=\. for the team's arch-rivals
n Maranzllo. Famed for his less-than-expansna
g MSsers an r_1rr_'-5', SO |""III LIS q.l-lli 1I:I' I"'llll!'I-'Ir"'l.': s
tipple, Kimi actually has a real sense of fun behind
the facade: last year, he entered a snowmobile race
under the pseudomnm Jarmes Hunt' - and raced
a powerboat in a gorilla suit. Quality.
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# Jackie Stewart

}?1;.]1.1 Racoo May 2008

Tireless crusader and canny champion

Every F1 driver who has survived an accident since
the 19708 awes a miapor debt of gratiuce to Cir
Jackie Stewart, Dl g INtS CoONSCIoUsness to

hind yourself trapped in a erumpled aluminium
chassis on a farmhouse patio in Belgivm would
focus anybody's mind, and it certainky did for
Jackie. After that massive accident during the
1956 Belgian Grand Prix — when it took mone than
half an hour for medical help to reach the scene
and hie was extricated by his tedlow drivers = he

led the campaign for improved safer

that snownalled into the state-of-the-art provisions
available today. What's more, he did it in the face
of vocal opposition from drivers, journalists, circuit
owners and mone = without flinching. That would
L0 LN e emeny '."!"I'."Iul'_;il LI EI_:_".'.'._':r‘_ dalss
ovErcame severe dyslexia to conguer the

world threa times in cars ownod h':.- E.en '-_.-| rell
betore transforming himself into one of the

most respected speakers and ambassadors in the
imdustry — all in his distinctive tartan troosers. Mever
better than at the wheal of a twil iy dark-blue
Tyrrell, Stewart hald the F1 record for the miost
race wins [with 27) untll surpassed by Prost in 1987

ety sTanclands

Greatest moment: MNirk winning by four minutes in the fog and rain

# Jim Clark

r"-"l"::"-'j"r!"'-t tarmer '-"-'i"="_“' was touched Ly l;;lt"l"".'-lr-". E55

Mo image is more evocative of 1960s F1 than one of Jim
Clark, open-mouthed at the wheel of a spindly Lotus on
a soaking wet circuit, dark forests in the background.
Inevitably, he’s leading. Between 1963 and 1973,
Scotland won the F1 world tithe five times, and Clark was
the man who got the ball rolling. “Jimmy™ only ever
drove for Lotus in F1 and had an almost te '.":F'h'lﬂ'::l'
understanding with team founder Colin Chapman. The
majority of his career coincided with the 1,5ktr era of F1,
and his smooth style got the very best from each fragile
Lotus he drove combined with the devastating natura
speed that saw him win 15 of his 25 career victories from
pole. At 5pa - a circuit he detested for its danger but on
wihich he excelled - he won four consecutive times from
‘&2 to "65, including his 1963 triumph in which he
lapped all but the second-placed driver, who finished
' iutes behind him, In 1987, Clark got his hands
on Cosworth DFY power, and while the car suffered
teething troubles, he still put m some amazing drives
such as unlapping himself at Monza, in the days when
pecple won by fractions of a second and the circuit
featured just five corners. Away from the track, he was
a placid farmer from the Scottish Borders, returning to
tend his flock between races. His death at Hockenheim
|| n 1968 shocked the rac NG ‘war d to its VEry COre.

five mir

ik
Greatest moment: Monza 1967 - he didn't win, but it underlined every cne of his amazing gifts at the wheel

i

FiLba



100 GREATEST DRIVERS EVER

= .
= Alain Prost
Four titles, and more wins than all but Schumi - against mighty opposition

Alan Prosts F1 destiny always seemed tied 1o Renault
from the moment he won the 1979 European F3 title
with Régie power. But it was Marlbore’s John Hogan
who opened the door to F1, He pushed McLaren into The Professor does
testing Prost over winter 1979, and Prost responded his pre-race sums
with a series of compellingly quick lap times
However, the 1980 McLaren was a dog: Prost and
John Watson limped from one failure to another, and
I:':r' seasons end Prost wanted out, Thus, the rac ng
world for the first time saw the hardness of Alain Prost.
Marlboro MclLaren contract ar not, he was datermined
o drivee for Renault. Lavwyers circled; Prost threatened
retirement. Marboro, avoiding a scene, backed away.
They gave him a badge for his Benault overalls though
At Renault, Prost was supert. His team-mate, Kene
Amoux, was all late braking and worn Micheling; Prost
wias offortlessly srmooth - a driver who could match
Amoux’s speed with enough spare bram capacity
remairnng to handle race stratedy and tyre
management. Prost never won a championship at
Renault, but he triumphed in nine races from 10 poles
The French dream ended in 1983, pipped to the title
by Piguet and his Brabham, Meanwhile, Marlboro man
'I;_::;:;l.n had archestrated a COUp Ran Dennis woukd
take over McLaren with John Bamard as chief designer
Miki Lauda would re-emerge from retiremant Wauld
Al | l:l_- K -;_|'.'.||-:_!-e'-" .l'l.|-:':":|._:|=\. do | LR Prost won his
'Professorship”. Miki tock the ‘84 title, but Alain was the
future: he won the title in 1985 and 1985, his calculating
brain often giving him the advantage in working out the
all-important fuel mileage in those turbo days. Honda
dominated "87 with Whllams, but Mclaren responded
with a deal of their own for the Japanese engines for
1968 = plus the bonus of sigring one Ayrton Senna
Theer statistics show that, in this period, Prost won
a world championship (1989}, 11 races and four poles,
compared with Senna's championship (1988), 14 wins
and 26 poles, Advantage Senna, in other words., But
twio colossal egos, and a mutual refusal to setthe for
second-best, saw one of the sport’s great struggles
— all within the walls of Woking. Senna may have
clamed mong Wins, gt it takes twe 1o tango — ana
Prost brought out the very best in the brilliant Brazilian.
For 1990, Alain headed to Maranelle, working again
with Jobhin Barnard, He took the title "i.:Ji-‘-.r to the wing
but ended the season in the Suzuka gravel. His time at
Ferran descended into acrimaony, and he left bofore the
end of "91. After a year on the sidelines it was time for
unfinished business with Renault. His French-powered
Williams took a (then) recond faurth title in 1993 - and
waved him into retirement. A failed attempt to manage
an eponymous F1 team followed, but his record will
stand the test of time: in one of the sport’s most
competitive eras, he became the third most successfu
drinver im F1 }'l'_.!;_:-n_,-' bahingd Schumacher amd F.'lr'r_:||-:'|

Greatest moment: Sneaking through to the "Bé title — in the
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d America with the aid of

wt Fangio was no wet-behind-the-ears

l"I L'_Hul"'\-"l e 'n"!'f'.l '“u‘l"' §=1 i':i‘\-‘l"u LA T
resonance - but for the Spanish, the term
also :'.i-:_'gf'i":-e'h ‘teacher” and ‘master’, Na
description could be more np:“-:*:”-n‘:- for
Juan Marnuel Fan i, tha Barnd - ||:'-r aed

i boy from |!-.=.l|-.'..'|-"-..-.'.=_ -.-.-I*.“r began his ¢ areer

racirgg W8 Chevrolets the length of South
the i “herba
stimulant to ImMproye his comcentration
When Juan Perdn invited the European
teams to compete *in Argenting in the 1948
"""l'lfll"lr-cl';. b BETIES, Farngio ':i:1 ol l\_'l{ o
Maserati — and immediately stuck it thir
an the gnd for the opening event. Far
1949, the Argentine federation funded
a foray into Europe - headed by Fangio
He won a seres of races, earning himse f
an Alfa Romeo drive for t al F1

RS IFAL

champeonship the fa lowing year

Farina faly P I.|l:|'"- :'1._|:_"|'5I_ titke,

a peer

11 Juan Manuel Fangio

Revered Argentine legend who moved Senna to tears

rockie. As he led the opening lap in
Monaco, cha '-.--:|'-..|r':_'.l:'-'-|| rnd him at
labac corner when Farna =.p- I O 588
Waler I|'|I-'._u{':-r'--.lr aver the vwall onto
the circuit. Armiving on |I=:- coer the next
lap, Fangio was unsighted - but noticed
none “I [I B CROAND WS WAt '|"|I] 1M
Sensing trouble he slowed, picked his way
|l'-:':..'|_:|| thi wrse wage and won e
Most significant, though, is the fact
that his penrs rat 2ol the '1.1._'|r as I":r_]l":-,'
at the driver, Moss was teame-mate 1o him
at Mercedes in '24 and "55, but when he
won the "S5 British Grand Prix, Fangio
shadowed him throughout. Until his dying
day Fangio would anly smile and say, "He
was faster that day”
Moss win. Senna he

¥d lag.

it asked whether he et
d him im such esteem
that he was moved ta tears when LI"I_" met
The greatest performances of the
.l'l.r-:_|-:'-||.|| II = LAl FeeT, tl‘ .\_.-.\,II:_]. i CaIme .¢||_ t'i

rless triumph

close in 1957, At the wheel of his trusty
Maserati 250F, he drifted with unmatched
7h the sweepers of Rouen; but
at the Miirbur qrimg he drove the race of h 5
ife to overhaul a one-minute deficit to the
Ferrars of Hawthorm and Ca IS = RRen
couldn't sleep for the next two days, as fear
at the facks he had taken =unk in. “When it
wias all owver | was convinced | would never
be able to drive like that again,” he later
recalled. "Mever " Thus, with hiz final title
n, he accordingly finished second in the

CRCHGE ARrGU

gEagnn's final two races
Retirement came sugdenly the tollowing
year at the French Grand Prix, as if he had
drawn on his last reserves with that epi
drive in Germany. 5o the great man quietly
ook his leave of Formuls 1 and returned 1o
Argentina, humble to the last, having won
@@ty half of the races he ever -:r_'.r:'l'_:u'_:-l;e-:
in — a record unmatched to this

-liu_l-




100 GREATEST DRIVERS EVER

I Michael Schumacher

Rewrote the rules for an F1 champion - and led Ferrari to unprecedented success

Michaels ranking in the 100 Greatast s testity 1o that, atter both colliding with earmarked for a Ferrari seat at the time,
an unfamiliar one for the dber-champ, used the German in a season finalé a mew generation was makmg its presenca
to P1. But owing to Senna’s loss, we never The cambination of Schumacher, falt. Mo ane kne e qure, but maybe,

got the chance to compane him with the Ferrari, Jean Todt and Hoss Brawn was just maybe, he decided then that it was
threa-time world champion, Who would unstoppable. Feathers wene ruffted by time to hang up his helmet. If so, it didn't
have won that ultimately tragec race at Mika Hikkinen and McLlaren for a coupla show in his commitrnent. He pushed until
mola in 19947 Might Schumacher have of years - but it all came together by 2000 the very last corner of the very last lap, in a

bBaeaten Senna to that year's titke'? Wouka with Ferrari's first drivers’ title since 79, S0 remarkable final race at Interagos in 2004
Schumacher have gone on to dominate F1 impressive was their domination that the But fell tantalisingly short of an eighth title.
so comprehensively had Senna been alive? world championship was actually decided Mow we have the next impossitle

e

With his crushing commitment, laudable by the French GP in mid-summer in 2002 imponderable for the future. Whatever
evels of fitness and super skill, Schumacher Then along came Fernando Alonso. Hamilton achieves, people will question
stood head and shoulders above his peers It was ircnic that at the 2005 San Marino how he would have fared against Michaa
n the 248 grand prix starts he made. The GP we had a rematch of the "4 race. The At present, their paths have only crossed
stats are blinding: 91 wins, 68 pales, seven race we all wanted: the young charger i winter tests. But will they ever share the

titles and 154 podiums, The |_'_||'~:-|.- downiside "n-:_;"ﬂ_ ng with thea astablizhed. mialt !||-:' tarmac at a grana pr ot A larg as blichael
was the catalogue of callous moves [often charnp, It was a cracker - Fernando sits at home, rememibering the drives, the
in desperation) where he'd use his caras a winning by a slither. Schumacher’s face champagne and the victones, then the
WO, '.il..l:lil':.'_; ivals |_'_|'.|: thie roac Ir_':r_:-\:l_..'.;l:_i_- '_“.'lll'i 1t all, He Emess he'd bean companson will remam as it |_E|::|_'\--_, wWITh

Damion Hill and Jacques Villenguve can beaten, And with Kimi Raikkonen being Senna. That's to say: we'll never know.

f.li"“n“‘ )

q T p— o,
o —_—

Greatest mament: So many tr A y Rioss Brawn strateqgy = say, Hungary "¥8 or France
‘04, Or maybe P15 to victory a ;
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lAyrton Senna

Brill it Brazilian r-|
!.r'mrnf_. on who elec Tr-r-mJ
Formula 1 across the globe

AlyEas ¢ al: 12 Ol NS DOdy 1
] I 1 - i i o g 11 Ir ':_ Firviekirs L] i
{ 101 white b | A tlEni i 1 F thy irv thi ade maEkde e L
&0 } ot ek e to th 1. But he always pushed
conds faster than t mate Prost farnsalt to ti xLr N U lTyIng
it At B X o i adda I eE THOW L O] 10 11 L
2 Dack af = JFa L | I e TE YEQrs Were Oven I |
1 enit T} o He we 15 raci = Vears | Ll L
ke | I 1 WS Thiey wi ] IAtEC vy i [ 1
I ul: i i§ 15 f T ¥ ma iFE A gl nt Monace [+ 5y ]
i W A EEAr-ITY EaiE i T here his skills shenen themeely —
i II..:.:.ul| } i L i - start ia " 1
Ta! 1 Sy 1a s : LI fuaral s« o1 WD Do
[ i £ T -\. i it F. | 1 | Ay e bl
| B85 A ik i K o o & reat al E (F: 1
Y [ 1 totally alien to most v and agreat circLit Tt Bl WErs micmante ot
1t the fime, NOt that | [ 1 b= 5% oo thie | I » Thraye at L]
£l f O X ] née nan 9 & paran fLe
S8 af riect cormng 15 battles with Prost, cu ating in the
=
i teas c & Inronth i § hirst=cormer crass Sk
i aeEnara 5 T g 94 AT i i e r ¥
I ] f 5 1 I 13 K F1d T 2thics. S i Ul Dener
L wed oy Ba L. Lgw] e T T a%&n 1 e .
IWITIE] ' {a Sih i May Day 1994 51 & Farmula 1 lik
|- e i = B | B lerbalt, Mot sir limn Clark’s deat
N .
Wl nidte it Y&.3 id the sport lost 1t greatest chan
] aE LA i I K 1.8 | 1 T g [ [ LE ] 1 T figl
i i 1 KEar | rat was Ay 1| EIFC) SIS SOIT dll TaF th
153 il ¥ LS Jirt & vl t itself 1 i, Far s legions of
] 5 0T an L tr 1
[l & A k ti (Th )
bbed Bru thout 1 . Hey i
tnt 1] ’ i B N 1thless
o \ S0 H 1 JEETImTy
) | 1 I 1 I
1 rM=rart, I 1 [ PSS Lotus |
=) 1985 war <t (5P at
BE Hi 3 I 1 1 it : 1= 1]
I i three yvears |a navingg play 152 their mund s aye. And they
[, o 1a i i pral ey 2 NI 1351 ] K Nhcins
FRCIr Hon Dk 5. Phesically | that daunted | vals 0 ga i
iy, ¥ Friar {ri ? i f v & § e T ar Fi | WVINE]
testing fo I 2 el o | TR ® =] il thers fea o0 B ThEd

Greatest moment: Donington, 1993, the opening lap of the European GP. Sublime
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Renault fabricators lovingly
shape an exhaust collector
prior to final welding



HANDMADE F1

EVERY F1 CAR WAS
MADE THIS WAY. YET
IN A SPORT DEFINED BY
SPACE-AGE MACHINERY,
SOME THINGS ARE STILL
: TOO TRICKY TO BE
DONE ANY OTHER
WAY THAN BY HAND.
F1 RACING MEETS THE
CRAFTSMEN WHO
SPEND 150 HOURS
' TRANSFORMING PLAIN
SHEET METAL INTO THE
BEAUTIFUL EXHAUSTS
ON FERNANDO
ALONSO’S CAR

department head Alan Bond, or Bondy to the
lads. “But the majority of teams subcontract
the work out: it's pretty unusual to have a
complete department on site these days.
We've sent jobs out to suppliers in the past,

When people see F1
exhausts for the first
time, they compare
them to something
they've seen in an art

gallery,” explains fabricator Pete Hope in
a workshop at Eenault's Enstone fact ory.
*I suppose what we're doing here is mass-
producing works of art.” Hammers ring out
around him, more like in an old smithy than
i a leading F1 tech centre. When you reach it,
{  the fabrication shop is dotted with big, old
machines made in the manufacturing
/ heartlands of the UK and US: Lancashire,
Pennsylvania — centres of heavy industry.
Mothing could be more at odds with Fi's
pristine self-image.
“I think Ferrari fabricate their own
exhausts, Williams have a small department
" - and maybe Tovota do it as well,” explains

but they came back with errors; the quality
suffers because things are done to a price.
Some of our guys have been here 25 years
or more, and that's why we've kept it in-
house for so long.”™

The exhausts are like the lungs of an
Fi car: growing and glowing red-hot at
full throttle, cooling back into shape when
the driver lifts off; breathing in and out
with the rhythm of life. To cope with the
extreme temperatures and vibrations,
every set of exhausts is made from a nickel-
based alloy called Inconel. The added bonus
is that it's light: today's F1 exhausts are 5kg
lighter than stainless steel equivalents.

May 2008



The metal arrives at Enstone in the form
of 4oomm lengths of tubing or flat sheets,
Tubes are bent to the different radii specified
on the design, while each sheet must be
pressed and trimmed to make a half-tube,
hefore two halves are welded together. Piece
by piece, tapering here, widening there,

a bank of exhausts (comprising four primary
pipes and a collector) is assembled on the
jig. Joints are tacked, fettled, re-shaped,
smoothed and then finally welded - all

in a process involving £2,500 of materials,
lasting around 150 hours for a set of
exhausts. In a single year, the workshop
produces 70 sets — as well as 50 pairs of
aluminium radiators.

Fi Racing arrives between back-to-back
races, 50 there's a rush on. Parts need to be
ready this evening for hand baggage to be
carried out to Sepang. The shop has already
produced more than 30 sets of exhausts

|
|“ ‘-:;J:}
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intercoolers and more = to today’s smaller
range of components. Renault still employ
eight full-time fabricators, but they're part
of a dying breed in Fr. Any new recruit needs
about five years working as an apprentice to
truly master the skills — along with exhausts,
they produce radiator housings and many
of the custom objects an F1 team needs, like
the pitwall telemetry housing. After all, you
can't just pop down to B&Q and order one.
“I arrived at Benetton in the [early ‘g0s]
John Barnard era,” remembers Bondy.
“They pretty much said to us, ‘Here's the
engine, here's the shape of the bodywork,
make an exhaust to fit.” Now the designs
are caleulated by computer, and the jigs
are made on laser-rapid manufacturing
machines - but nothing can replace the
skilled labour on the parts themsehes.”

before the first race, but a late change to the Finishing the
collector design unleashed a few precious cut Inconel
horsepower before Melbourne. Having
worked to the limit to be ready for the
season-opener, the pressure’s on again

for race two. It's further proof that the
fabricators are working at the summit of
their art. “The standard of work we do here
is comparable to aerospace,” explains Bondy.
“But the people in that industry are very
specialised. The guys here are all-rounders;
they have to be versatile enough to switch
from Inconel to aluminium, or vice versa,
and pitch in to get the job done, When we
get a late spec change in the week before

a race, they've gol to be able to deliver.”

Il ¢ peally used to do some hours
W back then,” reminisces shop
veteran Tiffer with a sigh, as
he remembers the early "S80s. He began s

working here when the name above the door ki
said Toleman = never mind Benetton or

e o o R e ".Whe-:n people see an F‘I'e;chaust for the
first time, they compare it to a work of art”

uuflfrnhly

and (above)
further intrl work

L 4

the car - the aluminium monocoque,
suspension assemblies, oil pipes, turbo

Even more impressive is that each
fabricator can pick out his own components
from a line-up of hundreds. The way the
clips linking primaries and collectors are
welded; the application of wire to the welds;
they're all discreet signatures of different
craftsmen, making each piece unique and
individual. “We've all got our own tricks and
there's always a bit of poetic licence,” smiles
Clarkey, another member of the shop.

These men are crucial in adding value to
Renault's on-track effort this season. A gauge
change here might bring a few hundred
grams of weight-saving; a geometry change
there could liberate a few more horsepower
from the development-restricted V8s, All
the while, the boys in the shop will hammer
out new solutions, producing new variants,
employing skills you can trace hack to time
immemaorial, “We have to try,” smiles Bondy,
“because it's there to be tried.” That's the law
of F1, written small in every hand-crafted
millimetre of these metalworks of art. 4
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FC FLAVIO




Passion, swearing and — oh yes — slippers. Mr Briatore grants us access to his and Bernie's

football club, and reveals an obsession with winning — plus a sensitive managerial side

T




=

i

Queens Park Ranger: Flav arrives
at the home of his “serious hobby".
Below, the boots QPR players will
be wearing next season... possibly

Bé

May 2008

Nice shoes,”

says a QPR playver, half-joking with Flavio
Enatore as he lounges in the home dressing
rooim ab Loftus Boad in west London,
Today's Opponents are top af-the-table Stoke
Citv, and less than an hour before kick-off,
professional foothallers are seattered around
thee kind of « ||:|:|:.: i
think vou're back at school. They seem to be
a little on edge with Briatore aroand, and

¥ ORI that makes vou

Sure enoigh, across the far side of the room,

a small group of players g

like naughty bovs at the back of the
class, “Are Stoke s8ill 1 i of Thie table?®
endguires Flavio,

“They're second now,” says sub Gareth
Ainsworth. "Theyre a strong, physical
team. But, if we win the fight against them,
we'll win the game.”

"We can be as physical as well, can't we
retorts Briatore. “Apart from vou!™ He points
at the guy admiring his shoes. “I'm not sure
violl te very physical.” Evervone laughs,

After a bit more banter Flav leaves,
slapping hands with the lads being strapped
up an the treatment tables. Following him
out, vou soon realise he doesn't walk. He
|||--'.'.|~1 l\.allil\.'fl_l.. haat with intent. Like a
i|||'|:.;:|' cat. With a wink he looks over. “See
it's like talking to the drvers before the race
briefing — it's just we have more drivers
here.” With the team talk done, he breaks
into o erooked =mile and |!.|-:_|-h off into the
depths of Lottus R,

II' I'Il.':'\.I:-II:"\-I"a
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fter Flav and Bernie Ecclestone

bought QPR last September

- purchasing the club's shares

for Exmillion and cancelling its
E1gmillion debt = Briatore was surprised by
the surge of interest the pre-deal rumaours
provoked, “Its crazy,” he murmured after
nearly 20 British journalists had crammed
into hiz small office in the Renault team
motorhome at the Turkish Grand Prix.
They grilled him on whether he would
try to restore “The Hoops' to their former
glories, "Welcome to English foothall,”
poked one of the hacks after the briefing,

Since then, Flavio has been to every game
he could fit around his F1 commitments,
and attracted investment from another of
the world's dehest men, Lakshmi Mittal.
It's bsem & crash coarsse |-e':_||'|'|i|'|',: i|.|'|-c-|_||_
English football's lower leagues for this
lifelong Juventus fan, but he's getting there.
“The club and the people we have here are
fantastic,” he savs. “But most of all, T have
been impressed by the lovalty of our fans.

I love their support for the team no matter
whio vou are plaving. It's ineredible.”

When the plavers go ouk on to the pitch,
Flav's nowhere to be seen. The stadium
announcer calls out the line-ups, while 12
snappers shuffle nervously on the touchline
below the directors’ box, waiting for the
main man. Then, at 14 minuies |Ii|h.| thres,
with exactly 60 seconds until kick-off, Flavio
appears. Perfect showman’s timing. He's a
big bloke, well over 64t tall, with his velvet
trousers and QPR-blue cashmere scarf, but
vou can't stop looking at those shoes, They
are pure Flavio: blue suede mesh loafers,
with a skull and crossed-swords motif
embroidered in raspberry thread, Not exactly
the footwear of cholee for vour averagze

FC FLAVIO

football fan, but that's no worry for the

boss. He once welcomed the entire Repanlt
executive board to a VIP dinner in Bareelona
L1 -e;._||'i|'|:,'_ "I-'|1"-||||-.||.;|-,;-.;_|~.1-.:::|-|| ‘“]'ii"p'l'l'-“-.

The cramped seats of the box are old-
srhool second-tier football, and it's a
curious sight sesing Flav fold himself into
the economy-class legroom. But the next
few minutes are a surprise. For those
people used to seeing Briatore animated
on the pitwall = celebrating a great
overtaking manoeavre, or flailing his arms
in frustration as a rival slips by = he's totally
out of character, becanse he does nothing.
Absolutely nothing, A few sips of mineral
water, the odd glance up and down the
;'lih'h, bt no conversation, Mo gesiures Just
calm observation, his eves narrowed intently
as he sizes up his team and the opposition.

’f hen yvou get involved and
Whlitr[ o be a part of the
sport, it really matters,”
he'd said earlier. “I'm

like any other supporter during the game,

[ get really nervous,” Flavio’s made plenty

of jokes since buving the club, along the lines
of, “1 1|11|ll!.1flr (JPR was a barbecue joint™ or
“T didin't know where it was = until I realised
[ fly over it in the heli when 1 go 1o Enstone,”
But he's deadly serious now. Onee the game
starts, he furrows his brow in frestration at
missed chances; when the opposition captain
receives a straight red card, he probahbly
hears Briator: .*-.||-:|I.Il"i1!|'r'_ i via!” !-l-'-||| '.|'|-u
other side of the pitch ('get off’ in Italian).

Throughout the mateh, he fires staceato

bursts of Italian at Chairman Gianni Paladini
sat in front of him. “Stupid, via!™ is his
verdict when the home keeper fluffs a
clearance. And while he's used to the tactical

"When you get involved and be a part of
the sport, it really matters. I'm like any other
supporter — | get really nervous”




FROM F1 TO FOQOTIE

"It's fun = but it"s business too. You
have to take decisions with your head,
not your heart,” explains Flavio Briatore,
The words are so familiar that it"s hard
to know whether he's talking about F1
or football.

Flavio is renowned for his
unconventional approach to Formula 1,

a lack of sentiment in making tough calls
and for a fondness for recruiting and
developing young drivers (think Alonso,
Kovalainen and mare) before launching
them into the sport. The method rings
true for QPR as well.

“We are not a team with star players
and we haven't spent big money since
we arrived,” he continues. ~You know,
we want to build a team, not just buy
individuals. That takes time, but we
have a plan and we're sticking to it.”

For all the similarities, thowgh, can
he balance guiding QPR with restaring
Renault to its title-winning glories?

"My method has always been to put
the right people in the right places, and
give them the freedom to do the job,

I arm still totally focused on my job with
Renault. The priority for me is F1. QPR
is like a hobby - but a serious hobby.”

o

Goal! Flav's passion boils
over during QPR's victory

MoAis ||1 Serie A, he's getting the hang of how

it out” in llI|!l|I -'~.|I:|.l.
PR go into r|1. bre .1l- two goals, and one
man, to 1|| i V'8 e IIIIiII. |1-‘-

“Where did | throw my

teacup?” Flav soaks up
the post-match atmosphere

smiling — a short mog r|:-|"

¢ other Br sensitive
. i lets

what they

want, 'z I|||== AT e who efeoa
his drivers in private, puts an arm a
nd reassures them. Flavio
thiat the hlie mever
g his job, adding his value,

"It dc:nesn’t matter if Et's football or Formula 1
— | love being part of the team”



WHEN F1 BOSSES BUY FOOTBALL TEAMS

Flavio isn’t the first Formula 1 big cheese to get into the beautiful game...

LUCA MONTEZEMOLD

I the mid-B0s the Ferrari head honcho became president of Turin football
giants Juventus, and was joined on the board by fellow Ferrari chief Cesare
Fieria. Montezemolo then organised the 1990 World Cup in Italy, before
becoming vice-chairman of Bologna football club in 1993,

ALEX SHNAIDER
This Russian-Canadian steel magnate took over Jordan in 2005, moving into

football after he left F1 a year later. The Midland boss bought the majority
share of Israeli tearn Maccabi Tel-Aviv FC back in January. He also owns a
stake in Toronto FC, who play in the American Major Soccer League.

DIETRICH MATESCHITE

The Red Bull boss has recently acquired two football teams. In 2006 he took

control of US Major Soccer League team MetroStars, renaming them Red Bull
New York. Prior to that he bought Austrian club SV Salzburg, kitted them out
in red and blue Red Bull colours and changed their name to Red Bull 5alzburg.

They reached the first round of the UEFA Cup this year.

_F-—""_'_F'-‘_

FC FLAVIO

Glhiding down the steps to the dressing
room post=game, Flav is happy and smiling,
“I lowve the adrenaline, and being part of the
team,” he offers in explanation. “That's
what's special about sport
matter if it's football or Formula 1.” Slapping
hands with his plavers, he congratulates
them individually, short judgements like

11 o= 1

“great game or “nice goal” — then the phone
rings. Mayvbe it's Bernie checking the result.
Briatore h]'.p-\. ok, up the tunnel and
towards the now-empty pitch. He stands
on the touchline finishing hisg call, a8 some
of the plavers complete their warm-doawn,
A high-five with the keeper = clearly his
fluefied clearance has been forgotten — then
Briatore makes his exit, past the tiled QPR
miral, and out to his waiting blacked-out
pimped-up Infiniti, “Good, no?” is his
verdict on the game, Then he's gone, the
V8 rumbling down South Africa Road,
past Ocean Billy's chippie and towands
his Chelsea home. Back to the day job. I
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DENNIS WAS THE
TEAM ‘OWNER
RIEFCASE?’
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#The Rongel Racing line-up =
Clive Walton, Ron Deanls, Neil

frundle and Preston
b TR : -

The Mclaren boss wasn't always at the forefront of F1's

RON’'S FIRST RACING TEAM

Tim Schenken sits in the Rondel Racing
Brabham at Brands Hatch in 1971

design perfection and Uber advertising. He started on a
farm with a finance deal brokered in an antiques shop

Words Marcus Simmons Pictures LAT Archive

ad things turned out differently

in the 1g70os, it's possible Lewis

Hamilton could have taken his

season-opening grand prix win

in a Rondel-Mercedes RBJas.

In the end, Ron Dennis's first
team showed motor racing a mere glimpse
of whiat was to come from one of the most
driven men the sport has seen.

Rondel was the Formuila 2 team with Fi
aspirations run by Ron Dennis from 1971
to 73, and through which passed grand
prix legends ineluding Graham Hill, Carlos
Reutemann, Jody Scheckter and Tom Pryce.
The story begins at the end of 1970, when
Ron Dennis = a Brabham mechanic -
decided that now was the time to strike out
on his owmn and set up a team to race in Fz,

In the New Year, he called up one of his
best buddies from Brabham, Neil Trundle.

“Ron said we could make a good living
from running a team. He said that
[Brabham team chief] Ron Tauranae had
already agreed to let him have some Fz2
Brabhams and Tim Schenken [a promising
Australian racer who had signed for the
Brabhiam F1 teqm | was going to drive,”

The name chosen, Rondel, was an
amalgam of Ron and the "dle’, misspelt,
from Trumdle, “I'll never understand why
[ apreed to that,” Trundle laughs, “He
convineed me that RON-dle didn't sound
right, but Ron-DEL sounded French!”

Despate the support from Brabham, the
fledgling team needed a base, and found
a workshop on a farm owned by the father
of Formula Atlantic racer Nick Cook who, in
turn, would benefit from Rondel’s attentions
tor his car. Dennis's parents took in Trundle,
and the two new team chiefs, both in their
mid-twenties, lived there for a year.

ut what of the funding? The answer to

that would lie with John Phelps = the

father of Denniss then-girlinend who
ran an antiques emporium in Teddington (a
mere stone’s throw from Fi Racing Towers).
Ome of his regular customers was a London-
based Greek named Tony Viassopoulo, who
was involved in the shipping industry and
had formerly been the circuit commentator
at Goodwood,

“John knew I was interested in racing,
and asked me if I could do anything with my
Greek shipping friends,” recalls Viassopoulo.
“Ron came over with Tim Schenken, and he
gave me this very nice proposal. After that
I spoke to my fmends and they all said no

they could all have funded it 10 times over,
but all Greeks are interested in 15 foothball
and politics. 1 told Ron this, but then | heard
myself saying, ‘Perhaps [ could do it." Ron
was very determined. I could see that this
was a man who could go places,”

S0, Vlassopoulo brought in Ken Grob,

a contact of his in the insurance industry,
Dave Phelps, brother of John, would be
Rondel’s accountant, and completing the
team were two mechanies, Clive Walton
and Preston Anderson, plus Schenken as
driver, Oh, and then there was 1962 and
'68 F1 World Chamipion Graham Hill.,

*Graham had signed to drive for
Brabham,” says Trundle. “Ron and I were
in the workshop building Tim's F2 cars,
and Graham came over and said, “Why
don't vou build one for me? I can get paid
loads of start-money by the race organisers,
5o we can do a deal on that.™

First time out, at Hockenheim, Hill took
his Rondel Brabham to a heat win and
second on ageregate. A week later he won
the final at Thruxton, after a thrilling battle
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RON'S FIRST RACING TEAM

with Ronnie Peterson. Rondel had arrived,
and already the press were using such
adjectives as ‘gleaming’ and “immaculate’
to describe the squad's equipment.

“Ron was very big on presentation,”
says Schenken, who would win for Rondel
Racing in all three seasons, “He must have
been the first team owner to have a briefease.
He had two nicknames — “Team Briefease’
and “Team Dream’.”

Spurred on by this initial suecess, Dennis
was working hard. Too hard, as Trundle

Argentine F1 star Carlos
Reutemann pilots the 1972
Rondel at Mallory Park

of the Taken F1 car during
I AkTma e _ -;:*.
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A
4 -
3T (citcled) and Neil Trundlg (ight]

3

explains: “During qualifying at Crystal
Palace a water-main burst at the back of
the track. Graham hit the water, crashed
and broke the chassis. We had already
worked the whole night before because
Ron was fastidious on preparation - I
didn’t always agree, but that was his style.”
It was on a dash back to the track, after
picking up parts in Surrey, that Dennis fell
asleep at the wheel of his Jaguar E-type,
“He T-boned a lamp-post in Wandsworth,”
sayvs Trundle. “The engine came back and
he didn't have belts on. He was in a bad
way, with lots of facial lacerations that
needed stitches, and he was in hospital
for quite some time, The aceident also
damaged both his eyes — it cut his eyeball
and he had a slightly detached retina,
Consequently, when he returned to
work, he wasn't able to do anything
too physical, but we managed to get
Graham out in the race eventually.”

} e gelebrate Schenken’s victory |
A AN :ﬂ‘mﬁ

Argentina,
e South American F2 series in 1971

"Ron put in a tiled floor, partitioning
— it was lovely,” says Trundle. “At that point
wie were financially stretched. There was an
wdl erisis and the company appeared to be
insolvent. A sale [of the Feltham facility] to
Graham Hill's Embassy-sponsored grand
prix team raised enough money to pay off
our debts, but Ron walked away to lick his
wounds, and I continued the Fi project.”
While Rondel closed its doors in Feltham,
the team moved down the road to a smaller
workshop in Walton-on-Thames, With
a tiny staff, consisting of Neil Trundle
and mechanic Chris Lewis, the F1 car
was renamed Token, after the first names
of team financiers Tony Viassopoulo and
Ken Grob, "1 was distraught when the
team closed,” savs Trundle, “but Tony said,
‘Let’s try and salvage something. ™
Without Dennis the Token competed
in three grands prix in 1074, including
a respectable performance in the Belgian

'Rondel would set a template for how motor
racing teams should be operated

As a result of his injuries, Dennis took | Grand Prix, but it wasn't enough to get

a step back to a managerial role for his
expanding team in 1972, The team would
run Carlos Reutemann, who also contested
hiz maiden season in F1 with Beabliam.
But Rewtemann's title hopes ended when
he broke his ankle at the Easter Thruxton
roumnd after the back axle shearsd,

oincidentally, at the same weekend

at Thruxton Rondel announced they

would become constructors the
following seasomn in F2, with an Fi car to
follow. Ex-acrospace man Ray Jessop was
poached from Brabham, and Dennis's first
car as a constructor, named the Motul M1
in deference to the sponsorship from the
French oil firm, debuted at Hockenheim
in April 1973. And, as an early indicator
of Dennis’s determination to bounce back,
Henri Pescarolo led home Bob Waollek in a
fairytale Motul-Rondel 1-2 next time out at
Thruxton. Schenken, who had been tapped
a5 the Rondel Fi driver, headed another
dream result = a 1-2-3-5 at the Norisring.

But the team were about to hit hig

trouble. Rondel had relocated to Windsor
im 1972, but in "73 had taken on a new
facility in Feltham.

an entry for the Monaco GP. Eventually
Trundle left the team: “1 was burned out,
and politely said to Tony that I couldn’t
do this, quit and went to Tyrrell."

ennis subsequently bounced back with

Project 4 Racing in 1976 where he was

rejoined by Trundle, When P4 merged
with the strugeling Team MeLaren Lid in
1980 to form McLaren Racing - hence the
MP4 code all McLaren cars carry - a grand
prix powerhouse was born.

But Rondel had already set a template
for how racing teams should be operated.

“Looking at Ron today, 1 can see where he
was coming from,” says Schenken. “You had
dirty old race cars in lock-ups being put into
converted buses to take to races, but he was
one of a new breed, He recognised that, if
you were going to attract sponsorship, you
needed good presentation.”

“Ron was a brilliant mechanie,” adds
Vlassopoulo. Onee, in Brazil, Ron did an
immaculate job on an engine. A crowd
formed and clapped when he finished. He's
an artist. He may not have been the easiest
person to get on with = his perfectionism is
his law = but he's a genius,” PO



Grand Prix

| RACE °

1 ||

FIRST
FITSTOP
ON LAP

QUALIFYING
TIMES

17
]
T
M
1r
T8
F
o
s (11 1w

2
b2
24
24

24

0

MALAYSIAN
=THT=

. from Round 2

STARTING GRIDh 4RACE RESULT

PITEOMA

EMGINE: ORIVER
WHICH STARTING
RACE? POSITION
Tat Felipe Massa
1 Kimi Riikkénen
151 Jarne Trulli
10 Robert Kubica
and Nick Heidfeld
U] Mark Wabber
ind Farnando Alonsa
Znd Heikki Kovalainen®
#nd Lewis Hamilton®
fxk Timo Glock
fut Jenson Button
tit David Coulthard
i Melson Plguet
Tl Rub-ens Barrichello
1o sebastian Yettel
ad Mico Rosberg
1ut Giancario Fisichella
Tud Sebastion Bourdais
1t Takuma Sato
12 Adrian Sutil
1 Anthony Davidson
nd Kazuki Makajirma**

MALAYSIAN GRAND PRIX

Date March 23, 2008 Weather Sunmyhumid, 30°C
Track tomp 45°C  Attendance 120,000 MNumber of laps 56

[V 19mph 41

SEPANG LAP BY
START Massa robaus

Tl Mk i 13 bedd throagh Tum 1

LAP

iy shuis the o

LAF 1 Bowurdais spins cut at Turn &;
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[EF. 15 from Riikk&nen, Eubica
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'U'-F 11 F al bty from both
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Y
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LAP 17 Massa, Trulli ams
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Did you know?

ORIVER PLACE  TOTAL
EINAL AFTER  RACE
POSITION LAP 1 TIME
Kimi Riikk@nen rooo oo 1 1 e B 555y
Robert Kubica owe see | +1%. 570k
Hedkki Kowvalsinen r RBP4 T + 30 450
Jarne Trullf 1opoes 1e108 B i
Lowils Hamiltem vy e veedes pe 2 5

Nick Haldfeld s mete 1 o8 9
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BAHRAIN GRAND PRIX

Date Apnil &, 2008 Weather Sunny, 31°C  Tradk temp 35°C
Attendance 43,000 Number of laps 57

SPEEDS AH D Fasrtest lap Helkli Kovalsinen Im33. 1935 on lap 49 (129,91 1miph)
PITETDPS Fastest pitstop Mick Heidfeld 27,47 s
Slevwest pitstop Daved Coaulthard 18 3804
Fastest through speed trap Felpe Massa 198 380mph
Slewneat through epeed trap Sebastian Wettel 148 08mph
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