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Funny, warm and charming:
prepare to meet the Michael
schumacher you never
knew existed. He’s got a few
things to say about the 2008
fFormula 1 season, too

ichael Schumacher is laughing,
Really laughing, Having only
ever seen his satisfaction
expressed in either a victory
jump or that little turned

up grin he does, this is an
unexpected development and,
whisper it, a bit disconcerting. And yvet he
keeps going, The source of amusement is
Michael's tale of his increasing success at
beating Bernie Ecclestone at backgammon.
“Lately I'vie been taking some money off him
— he doesn't like that very much,” grins the
man who pulverised the F1 ficld to the tune
of seven world championships. It's all very

confusing really. Michael Schumacher’s
not supposed to be funny, is he?

Well, the old one didn't show this side
much, but today’s Michael Schumacher is
a different kettle of fish. The jovial, relaxed
side was always there, of course = drivers
like Rubens Barrichello will always attest
that Michael was “good fun with a wine
in his hand” = but his systematic pursuit
of sporting perfection meant that intense,
sustained concentration was all the world
seemed to see. Now, it appears, he can be
himself. Gone is that uptight arrogance
critics would roundly accuse him of; the
2008 version 15 friendly, funny... even




charming. He hasn't exactly turned into
a stand-up comedian who'll dish out bear-
hugs and high-fives to passing strangers, but
there's a warmth and eaze about the post-F1
Schumacher that's incredibly hard to dislike,

Schumacher greets Fi1 Racing in Dubai,
where he's come to officially launch “The
Michael Schumacher World Champion
Tower” - a wharf skyscraper where the
super-rich will be able to live in unrivalled
plushness. He offers forth his right hand to
deliver the sort of granite-like handshake
vou'd expect. Even shaking hands with him
i& a bit surreal, This is the same hand that
was on the wheel for every one of those
seven titles, The same hand that guided
every one of those staggering overtaking
manoeuvres, The same one that even helped
to carry out each of the controversial punts
that would make him a pantomime villain
in Britain. But if the handshake wasn't a
small elue to Schumacher's current physical
state, it's clear he's kept himself disgustingly
fit. You obviously don’t lose the buffness
required to win multiple F1 titles overnight,
and this is not a chap who's going to turn up
at races with a heaving gut hanging over his
jeans like some bloated ex-footballer, When
vou're the most successful exponent of vour
chosen field ever to have walked the earth,
some standards clearly never leave you.

30 in a crisp white shirt sufficiently
unbuttoned to reveal a rather rock star-ish

“There were a few
possibilities for me
to return, but | made
the right decision”

crucifix, Michael Schumacher casually
plonks himself down on a brown leather
chair and inadvertently starts to reveal the
likeable bloke he always was.

S0 Michael, what’s life been like since
retiring from Formula 17

It's been interesting. 'l be honest, there
were a few possibilities for me to return, but
there wag never really a moment where 1
doubted I'd made the right decision to retire,
1 love my freedom. I'm still involved with
Ferrari on the racing and road car side, and
I'vet been doing a lot of motorbike racing too.

Tell us about the bhike racing. How
wieird is it go from someone who
totally dominated the field to being
just another competitor?

I just love the sensation of riding bikes. I'm
a beginner, and that means I really have to
look at what’s behind me, not in front of me.
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But it just makes me happy — it's a nice
sport which gives me a certain amount of
competition, but I know that I'd never be
competitive enough to win championships.
Well, not big ones anyway...

What are the other racers like with
vou? Do they all want to take vou out
because you're Michael Schumacher?
[Laughs] | don't think s0. I mean, motorbike
racing is very different = it's not wheel-to-
wheel, it's body-to-body, and evervone
knows that if you fall off it hurts. So the
people I race against are definitely tough,
but they're tough with evervbody.

What do vou miss most about Fi1?
Seeing my friends — there are a lot of guys
I've plaved football with, had great parties
with and had bad moments with too, We've
shared many amazing experiences, so every
time | see them it’s great for all of us. But

[ don't go to a lot of the overseas races, so

I don't see them for quite a while sometimes.

You're often seen on the pitwall at
grands prix. How does it feel to be
there and not behind the wheel?
Interesting. I know exactly what situation
the guys are in and what they're supposed
tor do. It's amazing to see it from the other
side - especially with the knowledge 1 have.
Sometimes in a race if there's been an error

Ay

Wichae! new Ioaks Eack an il the recards be sot in 11 wish pride

in strategy from another team, yvou sit there
thinking, “Why didn’t they see that? Why
didn't they act on that information? But
sitting on the pitwall makes vou understand
why it's so difficult. What you know in the
car relies on the pitwall, 50 it’s a tough job.,

While you were racing vou said
records never mattered. Do they now?
They're very nice to look back on, 1 have to
say. I always said that I didn't care at the
time, and I didn't. But I'm very proud now.,

Which trophy do vou value the most?
The one Bernie gave me. I don't know

how long it's been in Formula 1 but it's

the original trophy that goes from one
winner to the next. After T won my second
championship with Ferrar I said to Bernie,
‘Right, when I win my third title, I'm going
to keep this.” He just zaid, ‘OK, no worries.”
So I've got the original trophy at home.

Did vou ever think the Ferrari empire
would grow as it did?

[ don't think anyone could've estimated
what we achieved. [Pauses] My heart is

still Ferrari, and I always cross my fingers
for their drivers.,

“Il ﬂBiIIIE iH Schumacher’s tone

of voice says it all. Ferrari is a subject that
remains hugely important to Michael, and
the bonds he forged there while he was busy
redefining what the modern Formula 1
driver could achieve are still strong. Yet

he's mot just tied to them emotionally

= his continuing advisory work on both

road and race cars not only keeps him

busy but maintains a closeness to the

world that used to revolve around him.

It's a world that's changed significantly
sinee he retired at the end of 2006, The
famous Ferrari racesuit had barely been
hung up five minutes before Lewis Hamilton
arrived, giving Formula 1 a new star.

A new breed of driver began to emerge,
with Robert Kubica and Sebastian Vettel
leading the pack. Fernando Alonso, the
man Schumacher couldn't crack in his
final season, found his own nemesis and
ended up at a less-competitive Renault
team. And Ferrari? Fresh from a perhaps
unexpectedly successful 2007 after the
departure of Schumacher, Jean Todt and
Ross Brawn, this vear has been a bit more
patchy. Gone are the times of wrapping
up the drivers’ title by July like the good
old days of 2002; in their place have come
the odd exploding engine and that pesky
pitlane traffic light contraption.

On top of all this has been a brilliantly
simmering championship battle batween
Hamilton and Schumacher’s close friend
Felipe Massa, with the strangely off-form
Kimi Raikkonen some way off the pace.
Schumacher ponders the topic of Ferrar
thoughtfully. He's not laughing now. But
then seeing the people vou love struggle
is no laughing matter.

It's been a difficult season for

Ferrari, hasn't it?

You know, at the end of the day, that's
racing. You have vour ups, vou have your
downs, But ultimately, Ferrari have been
fighting for the championship every vear
since 1997, and I think that's a great
achievement in itself. When you consider
now that Koss Brawn is gone, Jean Todt’s
not full-time there now, I've gone as well...»






there've been very important changes,
and vet Ferrari is still fighting for the
championghip. That shows what kind
of a group we've formed over the vears.

Which drivers have surprised you
during this season?

Well... in a Wiy | think Vil have to talk
about Felipe Massa. Not that he surprised
me, but he's really showed what he's capable
of and what [ knew was there all along.

I suppose some people just needed longer

to =ee his skills,

How do yvou think Ross Brawn is
doing at Honda?

I think he's the right guy for this kind of
project but it's a tough project. Very tough.
If bz can't do it, nobody can.

What do vou make of Sebastian Vettel?
Is he the next *you'?

[ have to say, it's interesting and very
gatisfyving to see his |,:I|,-'|.'|,-]|:.|'||'|'||,'1'|1_ [ ve

known him sinee he was a kid, and he's

great to watch. 1 don't think it’s fair to make
the comparison with me, though - Sebastian
will always be Sebastian. He might become
better than me and he might not.

What's that pressure of having your
own country behind vou like?

I never really thought about it, actually

~ T was just happy that people were
interested at all! I think T didn't feel it during
my career because I was just too focused.
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“If Lewis
had raced
at the same
lime as me,
there would
have been

some exciting

overtaking
Manoeuvres”

Would you like to have raced
against Lewis Hamilton?

Well, 1 raced ag e pretty g0
guys: senna, Mans . Lewas as
: ety new
in the busi bul r, 1 think
it would've been very interes

what would've happened if Le

started in F1 at the same tim

[ think then

EXCINNE MANOeuvnes,,

What have you made of the

new circaits, like Singapore

and YValencia, that have been
introduced this season?

[ don’t know, I haven't raced on them.

SWEL,..
Some have been exciting,
and others... a bit }
Next vear Formula 1 will have
a host of new regulations. What
dio you make of them?
Hm, 's a good question. When

ssary or not, like KERS

we'll only be able to answer that in the

It's heen a brilliant battle between
Lewis and Felipe this vear. What's
it like to be in the middle of a
championship battle?

v i v, Every minute of

15t that one thing

prvate life. Felip d Lewis will just
be thinking, “What is the next thing?

What have | got to do? What will

happen?' Serim hey will be



What was vour relationship with
Bernie Ecclestone like?

[ don't think I really have a relationship
with him = certainly not a private one

But every so often we see each other at

i FAacE, ]['\. |:-|'|'|!'. l.'::ril]:ﬂ. I would Sav.

The good thing is that vou can have a joke
with Bernie = he's a very funny guy.

You completely rewrote the record
hooks on what one man could achieve
in Formula 1. Will there ever he
another seven-time world champion?
You know what? Records are there to be
broken. Sooner or later [ think someone
probably will.

This [ast aNSWEL IS civen wins

a calm shrug, and is, in its own way, quibte
surprising to hear. Michael Schumacher,
the man renowned as one of the most ultra-
competitive drivers ever to race in Formula 1,
dioes not seem that interested in guarding
hiz record. It's vet another surprise, but it
feels like Michael's love for the sport he's
left behind is such that he'd be perfectly
happy for someone to get cight world titles
as long as Formula 1 benefited. He's a man
sufficiently at ease with his achievements
and happy for life to have moved on.

Not that he's pone completely soft, vou
understand. Fear not, Schumacher fans: the

“A title battle Is

Very intense - every
minute of your life is
about that one thing”

competitive streak is still in there, alive and
wiell. Gt him talking about Ferrari, Felipe
Massa and Sebastian Vettel and he's just

like any other Fi fan out there.., willing his
chosen team and drivers on, agitated and
animabed, pumping his fists when they win
and deflated when they lose. The motorbike
T:_|.,'ir|'r; i j|,|.~.[ a matural ||1|:-J.'.r|'e~:-.i|||| o
someonse who's spent most of his life tiing
to beat people on race tracks - it’s something
you just can’t stop. The difference now is that
it's not so all-consuming for him.

It's often said of professional sports stars
that I:'|1|;:\-.' don’t know what to do when '.|'|-e'_'. e
retired. Having lived a surreal life in faceless
hotel rooms dreaming of their own greatness
above all elze, |'u'-|':|:|:'.lill1. can leave them
aimless afterwards. Not Michael Schumacher
Family man, Ferrari consultant, motorbike
racer and now ambitions businessman — the
greatest driver of his generation couldn’t be
happier. And it shows, FO
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Test your knowiedge with our fiendishly tricky quiz
. P

3

As well 25 varied track configerations and geadienls, Algarve
Mator Park will have state-oHhe-ard pil aad paddock facilities

A NEW TRACK IN Portugal’s Algarve has m Which chief designer [].;I" At which circuit was the
bevenn deseribad as “one of the best circuits left Williams in 1996 1994 and 1995 Pacific
in the world”™ and F1 teams will start testing to join McLaren? Grands Prix held?
at the Portimdo venue this coming winter.
The Algarve Motor Park was inspected by UE Which Italian drove []B At which grand prix did
FIA officials on October 13, who approved the for Eurobrun in 19887 Robert Kubica score his
new facility for Formula 1. A number of top first F1 podium?
teams have been in contact with circuit bosses []3 The Ligier team always
and will commence testing in December, had two letters in their []9 Before he moved to Lotus
The state-of-the-art facility, situated at chassis designation type in 19649, which F1 team did
the southern tip of Portugal, has been visited {eg JS39). But which driver Tony Rudd work for?
by a couple of F1 team managers and drivers, was the JS in honour of?
whto wiere impressed by its characteristics,
One team source described the track to ()4 Which drivers are missing
F1 Racing as "one of the best in the world”. from the 1977 Japanese
The 2.91-mile track passed the approval GP podium? (see above)
test — the only recommendation by officials
wis to reposition a 15-metre section of []5 Where did Johnny
guardrail further away from the track. Herbert make his last
The Algarve circuit has 32 differemnt grand prix start?
configurations, enabling teams to work Iﬂ Elio de Angelis, Nigel
on many different lengths of track. It also 'D{{} Which team did Tiff Mansell and Roberto
has sprinklers built to the side of the Meedell drive for in the Moreno all drove for Lotus
Tarmae to simulate wet conditions. 1980 Belgian Grand Prix? in "82. Who was the fourth?
“We've no doubt we have built one of
the Dot civculte u the woekd,- says Palo.. . 5991 J§099 01 WAE 6 X4 PUDI9 BOIRI| 9007 8
Finheiro, chief executive officer of the circwit. “:FI'-‘-:“ Bpiy (jousijouisju| oyoeny) || 2 ubisey g 49 ueishojoy
“It has a lot of gradient, it's demanding AT D00Z § vutwagnay sopie) pun qusy sswof g 1358|435

and it's versatile for any manufacturer in o § DUSPOYW OUDJaIS, T Aamay UDUpY | EIeMEUY
motorspart. If they want a long or sbow track,
or the opposite to that - they can have it.”
The 18-turn venue will host the Superbike nsu
Waorld Championship finale in November and
its first F1 test is scheduled for the middle of ;
December. I it is suceessful, Finheiro believes _Mi W}UF [:IUES“{]”S {]nswmed
Portimiio will become a major F1 testing
venue to rival Barcelona and Jerez in Spain.

The circuit is situated in the picturesque While looking at a book of %
Algarve beach resort region of Portugal and statistics, I noticed Alberto 2
would make a cost-effective option for teams. Ascari had scored 140.68 )
The area is a popular holiday destination points in his F1 career. How 'E
because of its climate, cuisine and sporting is that possible? =
facilities, while next to the track are newly Vikter Bogadr, Humgary ﬁ
built hobels with apartments to rent, a karting Alberia Ascari hiads for hall 2 poisl dwring j
circuit and technology park. When the world championship the Eritich Grand Prix af Silverstone s 1853 :‘

Circuil chiefs are targeting an Fi race in the began in 1950, a point given for &
future. “"Obwviously the ultimate goal is to have the fastest lap. But stopwatches point was shared (0.5 each). f
a grand prix, but [ know that is extremely were not set to a 1,000th of At Silverstone a vear later, #
difficult to achieve, so until then to be an Fi a second accuracy. seven drivers recorded the fastest  ©
testing venue is very good,” added Pinheiro. At the 1953 British GF, both (1m 50secs) lap. The point was 3

Fi has visited Portugal in the past. The Ascari and José Froilin Gonzdlez  split seven ways (0.14secs each), &
streets of Porto held races in 1958 and 1960, set identical lap times, so the hence Ascari’s 140.64 tally. E
with Monsanto Park having the honour in "so. ¥,
Estoril also held a GP between 1084 and "6, Send your FI conundrums to askfiracing@haymarket.com %
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Renault reveal bizarre 3-seater F1 C

New racer gives passengers the chance to experience the high-speed thrills of Formula 1

RENAULT HAVE BUILT a new car where
TWO passengers can strap themselves into
the back seats for the ride of a lifetime.
Based at the Paul Ricard civewit, the
French manufacturer l\.:ll'_l.'ii'.lli'\l'.‘\. a doFen
events throughout the vear for people to get
a day’s tuition behind the wheel of a Renault
Megane K26 road car and a Formula Renault
:ii‘.]:.’.'.l.'-:-ue'.|1|"l'. hefore '.|'|-.':-. slrap themselves
into the passenger seat of the 3ltr Vio Fi car.
The machine has been tuned down to
12,000rpm but is still capable of simulating

the intense aoceleration and cornering foree

Resauli run brack days for WIPS aad Sponsors is Experience the
imiensz acceleralian and cornering forces of 3 madern Fi oo

of a modern Fi car = but currently the
estimated 4,000 experience is only available
to Renault's sponsors amd VIP guests.
Renault aren't the fest Fi team to create
such a bizarre vehicle. Back in 2001 Arrows
bailt a three-seater, while both Minardi and

MeLaren produced two-seater machines,

The benefit of the three-seater is that bath

passengers have a much clearer view of the
road ahead. {In case vou were wondering,
it's mot Jean Alesi driving but a friend of
hiz whao borrowed his helmet.)

2008 Formula 1 Technical

Regulations

Articie 14, safety equipment

14.3 rear view mirrors
18.3.8 The FIA technical delegate
miust be satizsfied by a practical
demonstration that the driver, when
seated normally, can clearly define
following vehicles, For this purpose,

any letter or mamber, 1500mm high

~= THE AMAZING RULES OF F1!

J;' Lesser-known laws of our great sport revealed

the driver shall be required to identify

and 100mm wide, placed
amywhere on boards behind the
car, the pllﬁ.il ions of which are
detailed below:

Height: From 4o0mm to 1,000mm
from the :,'_|'ve||.l|:l|_|

Width: 4,000mm either side of the
centre line of the car

Position: 10m behind the rear axle
line of the car.

ER 2008 M
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IS formula 1 heading for a financial crisis?

1S

“WEVE HAD CRISES befare
- with oil in 1974 and then
the financial downturn of the
early 1990s — and we've survived
them. But it does no harm at
all for the business to take
a damn good look at itself,
The world is full of excesses
and sooner or later all good
things have to come to an end.
Formula 1 is no different: we
should really have looked at
costs four or five vears ago
becauze life for independent
teams, such as Foree India
isn't easy,

M F1 RACING NOYEMBER 2008

lan
Phillips

Director of business
affairs, Force india F1

We could save on costs
without harming the show and
we wouldn't lose a single viewer.

Unfortunately we've already
had to spend an absolute fortune
on new aero packages and KERS
systems for next vear and will
probably have to do something
else again for 2010, which will
prove costlv. But the proposals
[I"ve heard on cost-culting sound
like the right thing to do.

For vears we've been trimming
bitz off here and there, chopping
five davs of testing, for instance.
It does nothing.”

“EVER SINCE I'VE been in Fi
people have been talking about
cutting costs, And we've taken
a mumber of steps that have
significantly reduced costs,
Looking forward, 1 believe
that the level of spending is still
unsustainable and we have to see
a world where our revenues are
greater than our expenditure.
We need to take action that’s
urgent, but measured. Those
measures need to be well-
considered, effective and fair.
In an ideal world we'd really
have liked a budget cap, and

Parr
Ehief executive officer,
Williams F1

I don’t believe it would have
been hard to police.

The problem is that it's hard
for some teams to come up with
a sensible budpet. For our hyvibrid
gvetem we're spending about
Er.6million; I know one beam
has already spent £46million.

But I still think Formula 1 is in
fantastic health. The Singapore
Grand Prix was a magnificent
showease for the sport - for
sponsors, fans = everybody.

All we're saying is that we
should take action to ensure
that it carries on in great shape,”

IHSETS: SPEVEN TEE/LAT, CRAARLES COWMTESLAT

ARDEEWY FERRARC/LAT
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Hants o9 f you want 3 s on
what happess ba sur great sport

The biggest ever F1 fan survey is your chance to be heard

FORMULA 1 FANS ACROSS the world
are being asked for their views on grand
prix racing in a new online questionnaire,
The 2008 Global Fan Survey, conducted
by F1 Racing and ING, is set to be one of
the largest polls of Formula 1 fans.
S0 far tens of thousands of people have
entered the survey, which includes questions

ranging from whether vou believe technology

i5 an exciting or useful aspect of the sport, to
whether vou think the television coverage is
informative or engaging.

The timing is crucial as the teams are
currently discussing ways to change the
sport, At the Chinese GP, they met to talk

@ F1 EACING

NOVEMBER 2008

about spicing up the action on Friday,
banning refuelling and having shorter races
in a bid to make F1 more unpredictable.

If vou take part in the questionnaire at
www, ingfiracingmagazinefansurvey.com, vou
will be entered into a draw where the winner
will receive a signed Fi driver's crash helmet.

The survey
only takes
a few minutes
to complete and
the results will
be published in
a future issue
of FiI Racing,

in brief...

DRIVERS CONFIRMED FOR 2003
Speculation that Fernando Alonso was
eveing a swiktch to BMW Sauber ended
when the team announced that Robert
Kubica and Nick Heidfeld will stay with
the squad for 2009, Williams have also
revealed that their line-up will remain
unchanged with Nico Rosberg and Kazuki
Nakajima staying at the Grove team.

GRDDVY GREEN TYRES

The grooves in all of Bridgestones's
Potenza tyres were painted green at

the Japanese Grand Prix to highlight

a new environmental campaign. The
‘Make Cars Green' initiative has been
launched by the sport’s governing body,
the FLA, in a bid to reduce the impact
of motoring on the environment.
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BDOK YOUR COPY NOW

The 1088 McLaren MP4,/q that's featured
on page 66 of Fi Racing this month is
also covered in depth in McLaren's new
book, celebrating every model produced
by the marque between 1964 and 2008.
The 304-page all-colour tome, which

has 760 photographs, is available at
www.mclarenshop.com and costs £39.05.
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IN AN UNBELIEVAELE swap of sporting
disciplines, Robert Kubica has started to

compete in professional bowling tournaments

in between grands prix. And the driver’s skill

and precision could pave the way for a second

career after his driving davs are over,

A week before the Japanese GP, Kubica
took to the lanes at a venue in Austria, But
this wasn't any run-of-the-mill bowling alley
overflowing with beer and burgers, this was
the prestigious Columbia 300 Vienna Open
where over 200 professional bowlers from
28 countries fought for honours,

[t's the second Exropean tournament
that Kubica's entered this vear, following
his appearance in the Storm San Marino
Open, where he finished 1915t. Sadly,
he pulled out of the Vienna event early
because he had to fly to Fuji

Kubica’s current form at knocking down
the 10 pins is as handy as his ability behind
the wheel. He recently scored a 300-point
maximum {12 strikes in a row) and took an

impressive 1,022 points from just four games,

°I first started bowling five vears ago
when [ was bored at home in Krakow,” says
Kubica. “1 started playing because I had
a Triend who worked in a bowling centre.”
Kubica's foray into bowling isn't an F1 first.
]'.H]Tiﬂ;i; the I::'.'|'|h|a-||l!|-:i1|:'l,||,"|s, .J.i[l:q.i[[[l_":-il_' GPin

Schumi and Ron Deaais played teapin bowling In 2008 aer the
Japaness Grand Prix qualifying was cancelled due 1o 2 Iyphone

2004, a group of drivers — and McLaren boss
Fon Dennis — found time to play bowling in
the Suzuka cirenit hotel when qualifying was
cancelled. But are there any similarities to
bowling and Formula 17 “Peaple ask me
why 1 play a party game that people do when
they drink beer,” savs Kubica. “But it's really
technical and vou need a lot of knowledge,
experience and precision. Like in Fi a small
mistake in bowling costs vou a lot. It looks
easy physically, but given the level of
concentration required, it's tough mentally.”
Kubica revealed during the Vienna
tournament that he's playved Lewis Hamilton
in the past, and that Rubenz Barrichello is
also a keen player. “1 always try and get
Fernando [Alonso] to play, but he savs
he doesn't want ta because he's not so
good and doesn't like it when I beat him.,
Maybe one day we should have a Fa
drivers bowling championship...”

D0 YOU

W .

...llenslm rud tlm- only F1 victory

LEGENDARY TEAM OWNER Roger Penske has won in virtually every racing series he
has entered — and that includes Formula 1.

Along with talented driver Mark Donohue, Penske achieved success in the Daytona 24
Hours sportscar race and the Indianapolis 500 before deciding to enter grand prix racing.

Based in Poole, Dorset, Penske built the PC1 and entered two races at the end of 1974,
but even in Donohue’s hands the car wasn't that competitive. Then, tragically, Donohue
was killed during warm-up for the 1975 Austrian GP. The team later hired John Watson
and a year on from the disaster, he took Penske's only victory at the Osterreichring,

Later that season Penske sold his team to ATS, deciding to continue building chassis
for IndyCars — he's now one of the most reknowned names in American racing.

As for "Wattie,” there was one thing he lost after taking Penske's only win, His beard.
[t was a bet he had with Roger Penske that, if they won, he would shave it off.

—=

PITLANE
HERDES

F1 just couldn’t
exist without them

No &5
BREMBO BRAKES'
CHIEF ENGIMEER

WORLDWIDE, Brembao

has nearly 6,000 emplovees,
bt just two engineers go

to each Fi race to maAnage
the brakes for six leams.
Maurizio Assi is the chief

Srembo’s £ chiel eagineer Maurize
Rssi leaks after brales for six teams

engineer for the [talian
manufacturer that supplies
pads, discs and calipers to
Ferrari, Toro Bosso, Red
Bull, Tovota, Honda and
BMW Sauber.

Aszsl spent seven years in
research and development
before moving into the
World Rally Championship
as a race engineer, He's
been working in F1 for
the past five vears.

After every practice
during a GF weekend,

Assi will meet with the chief

race engineers of the teams
Lo check telemetry data and

F1 RACING WOVEMBER 2008 M

ensure the 1I."I!'I:'EFH"l'i!! nre

of the discs and pads - and
the pressure on the master
cylinder — is satisfactory,
“If we need to make any
changes we have two types
of calipers and two or thres
tvpes of carbon material
that we can use,” says Assi,
Some circuits cause more
problems than others
“Monaco is hard on
brakes because there
isn't time on the lap for
them to cool,” savs Assi.
“Temperature is a big deal.
When the brakes go up over
200z, it's a real concern!”
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The voice of Formula 1 speaks his mind every month - only in F1 Racing

SINGAPORE CRACKED IT.
VALENCIA DIDN'T

When the Formula 1 world championship
began in 1950 the races were held in just six
eountries = effectively five because although
the Indy 500 in America was included in the
series its cars, drivers and format were h.‘:-hﬂ]:'.'
alien to the rest. In 2008, 18 countries host
Formula 1, and next vear Abu Dhabi will take
the |'|'|:=||."|' of Canada — which was one of the
best races of the lot. Hopefully we'll be back

. [ ]
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in North America soon, but with country
after country carrying suitcases full of
money, banging on Bernie's door at

& Princes Gate, Formula 1 can be proud

of its growth, worldwide appeal and success.

Unless I'm very mich mistaken, an
ineredible 51 cireuits have dropped off the
calendar for one reason or another since
that first race at Silverstone in 1950 (won by
Giuseppe Farina in his glorious Alfa Romeo
158]. But new venues have taken their place
and this year we've had two dramatically

Valencia was 22 minspiring
aromnd 2 costainer part...

contrasting newcomers — Valencia and
Singapore. Both of them so-called street
circuits; one was a rip roaring success and
the other a damp squib.

Like everyone, I think, I expected quite
a lot more of Valencia than we got. My
image of Fi's latest venue was of a gloriously
historic city stuffed with stunning buildings
and a brand new, state of the art, circuit
spectacularly threading its way round
a vacht=laden harbour under blue
Mediterranean skies in blazing sunshine.
“Sensational! It's going to be Monaco
reborn,” I thought. But what did we get?

An uninspiring go-minute blast round what
looked like a container port lined with
eranes, conerete walls and cateh fencing,
with little of visual interest except the old
warehouse which was now the team garages,

On top of which the race itself lacked
drama, with Massa cruising home to a
dominant win, Alonso out of his home event
on the very first lap, Riikkdnen with a self-
grenading engine and not much else to
excite vou. Sitting at home in front of the
box like millions of others, | was mighty
disappointed and hope that, somehow, things
will perk up at Fernandoville next year.

Fast forwanrd five weeks and things could
hardly have been more different. To most
people Singapore s the plnw where vou
spend time waiting at Changi airport on
yvour way to somewhere else, but now its
F1 visitors were not only seeing the city, but
wiere enjoving the electric buzz of a first-time
night race. And it was fabulous. The drivers
liked the circuit (except for the bumps),
evervthing worked, the facilities were great
and the organisation, administration and
execition were as brilliant as the circuit
lighting which turned night into day, As
the city glittered in the background the cars
literally shone, the massive crowd was abuzi
amd Yo felt excited and =afe. Tt was weird



hizi i||_:'I breakiazt at four in the afternoon,
lunch at nine at night and dinner at three
in the morning, but it sure was different.
And to gild the lily it was an incident-filled
race with a great result. Singapore had
indeed done itzelf, and us, proud.

But if Valencia had been a great race
I would have been raving about the place,
and if Singapore had been a procession 1
don't suppose I'd have been so enthusiastic
about Fis first night race. But whatever, no
doubt about it — Singapore was the winner.

NS the eity
glittered i th
hackground
the ars sho

IT'S A GREAT LIFE IF YOU
DON'T WEAKENM

In case vou're wondering = though 1 don't
B w ||.l. Vil should be — T don't get to all
the races now. After many years of traipsing
round the world, it teok me time to adjust.
Do vou miss it?” people ask me, and the
answer i5 “Yes,” but vouve got to stop
sometime and [ wanted to do so with dignity
before people started saying, "The old fool’s
past it." If vou're lucky enough to be part of it

F1 is a fabulous way of life, You travel the
world from March to November surrounded
by enormously capable, ambitious, fast-
moving, high-stepping and hard-working
people, who are the best in the world at
whiat ”LI':..' do amd great fun to be with.,

Yes, it's a pressured and demanding life
where yesterday’s too late, where the best
is barely good enough and where there's
competition like I've seen nowhere else,
but you go to wonderful places, stay in great
hotels, meet really interesting people, have
a lat of fun and, hopefully, achieve a lot.

So 1 savour all the more the races | get to
now, enjoyving the ever-changing scene and
meeting old friends, like Steve Hallam whao,
after many years of being a top engineer with
Lotus and MeLaren, 18 about to experience
a dramatic life change by upping sticks and
il:l:-i“!_'. to Armerica o work with NASCAR.

[ also meet and greet the VIPs in the super-
exclusive Paddock Club where vou're
treated like royalty. And in Singapore

[ even contributed to a special discussion
with some of the team principals, which
was an eye-opener for me, [ expected them

to be at each other’s throats but it was all

ViETY constructive and :.'_-:u:-c‘l humoured,

[ can just hear some of the hard-bitten
cynics in the paddock saying, “As usual
volul're looking at it through rose-coloured
glasses, Murray. It’s not like that at all.”
Good thing we're all different isn't it?

2009'S LOOKING GOQD

It's interesting to be getting glimpses of what
the cars are going to be like next vear and,

a% far as 'm concerned, it's all '.'iIh:ll.l.. Much as
I marvel at the expertise of acrodynamicists
whio slave away 24/7 in windtunnels trying
to find another tenth, 1 think the fruts of

their labours look ghastly. Barge boards, flip-
ups and the other visunally offensive acro add-
ons inerease dovwnforee and eeduce lap times,

but smoothly good leoking they are mot.
Fuss-free, sleeker lines and slick tyres do the

Thanks to the oullawing af sére add-ais fram nExd year, (he GIrs
will logk much sheeker in 2004 - like they did in the old days

business for me = like Gordon Murray's
!\.I.Illq'l'll Brabham-BMW BT52.

Incidentally, how are we going to know
when Joe Soap presses his KERS button
for instant power, or brilliant passing move?
[ say put a light on the roll bar, an inspired
idea which 1 selflessly pass on free of charge.

T
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{WHATEVER HAPPENED T0...}

Thea Wiys Kalayama checks 1he [yre wall
is working okay af Manza in 1987
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UKYD KATAYAMA

t you combine bravery with eccentricity, vou get Ukvo Katayama
—Japan’s loveable former F1 driver. After winning the Japanese
Formula 3000 title he debuted in 1992 with Larrousse and then
spent four memorable seasons with Ken Tyrrell's eponymous team,
which was still run out of a woodshed in leafy Surrey.

His small frame meant he was always instantly recognisable, sitting
very low in the Tyrrell cockpit. His best season was in 1994 when he

_-\.l‘-

.
iy S -
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USED TO CRASH A LOT
FOR TYRRELL. NOW A
MOUNTAINEER AND
CHARITY WORKER

scored points on three occasions, but more often than not his race
would end in the wall — or after contact with someone else.

Since then, he has recovered from illness (he contracted cancer
in his backbone) and has returned to the paddock as commentator
for Japanese TV. And he’s also rekindled a childhood passion...

“After | stopped racing in Formula 1 in 1997
had a big complex about the sport and top
drivers like Schumacher. 1 didnt want ta
wakch it any more. But [ realised that motor
racing is still really interesting and I'm now
proud to commentate for TV, But 1 do that
to pay for my real passion... mountaineering.
"My father was a climber and 1 got
mnberested in it when I was six, In the world
there are 14 mountains over 8,000 metres
i!'kﬁi!l._ and I've elimbed three: Cho L,
Shishapangma (in Tibet) and Mount Manaslu
in Nepal. The first time [ tried to climb
Manaslu there was a big avalanche, 1 was
unscathed, but 1 lost a couple of my friends.
“Three years ago [ climbed Manaslu again,
but I had another hard time coming down as

M F1 RACING NOYEMBER 2008

I got lost and the weather changed a lot.
It took me four days to get down and my
fingers were black with frostbite. Luckily
I didn’t need to cut my fingers off, but mjy
friends did. But that's my life now, pretty
normdl... F1 and mountaineering are
completely different, but the mentality is
similar — plus there is the danger element.
“Earlier this vear | entered a stage of the
Tour de France and finished 284th out of
9,000 entries. The racing was fun, but it was
purely training for more mountaineering,.
“In 1995 I also started a volunteer charity
to help children who have lost their parents
we have 30,000 children that we help with

government money, and through that charity

wit ran a bio-diese]l project that competed in

Kalayama climbs the warld's highes!
mowntains and rens a children's charity

the Dakar Rally. I'm not a god or a doctor,
but we can do small things to help them.
“Last month I took my 17-year-old son up

Mount Fuji, which was his first climb, and
next spring [ will return to Everest. I climbed
it onee, but failed to get to the summit by 60
metres because the weather was bad. Oh, and
I'm also going to cyele to the South Pole.”
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Snma H lme Ilaltles un dmun I:n llm last race... some even to the last lap!
MEXIGD 1964 FURDPE 1997 NISTRALA 1380

AUSTRALIA 1386

PORTUGAL 1384 054 1508

JAPAN 1976 JAPAN 1999

4 H s sinee ; Ferrar's Kimi Balkkonen was the
= Ferran drver had won the title. Since outside bet in this three-way fight

M ichael Schumacher had missed GPs after with squabbling McLaren tu_ A= m s
e 'illg his leg, it was up to Eddie Irvine to Fernando i ik

 FLTR ""w.""lm s - | 11 bed 4 P m-""“'l-lc':':m § 244 P

---—=-“

nta- EE d-[:ul mul:l dﬂ no b-l."tlc: a technical glitch, Fel"i[;n: Massa graciously
N and ‘:nm:edt'-d the lead to team-mate Raikkonen.
= Alonso was third, just missing the title cut,

Suames Hunl splashes bis

& T ‘_g;"! : "::r“ﬂ;"]"-“
e i g title rival
NGy Mﬁ ‘3_._' *:‘l' |

i ‘outun the first lap
"q"_'.
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QTRULLI

Affable Italian: enjoys a pre-race Kickabout: not keen on suspension failure

I'T’S BEEN i2 YEARS since Jarno Trulli
began his career in Fi. [t a shame that
after nearly 200 race starts, he still has just

We caught up with Jarno in the Marina
Bay paddock - the night before his three-lap
lead in the Singapore Grand Prix — to discuss
a solitary victory to his name. During his his dozen vears in Formula 1.
fourth year with Toyota, the recent Singapore
GP showed us that Trulli is still capable of
leading races (even if it was for three laps).

Undoubtedly kis best run of success came

FAVOURITE TEAMHMATE
FERNANDO ALONGO

"I get on with everyone, so I don't like to
chaose, Plus if one driver races fair with
me, then | race fair with them,

I've had a lot of good drivers that I've
raced against in the same team and 1 really
like my current team-mate Timo [Glock],
who's a good person. But with Fernando

with the Japanese marque at the start of the
2005 season and it"s with Tovota he looks
set to continue his long career into next vear
Trulli made his Formula 1 debut with

Minardi back in 1997 and switched to Prost
in the same vear before joining Jordan in
2000, Then in 2002 he joined Renault and
seored his best points finish - sixth in the

2004 drivers’ championship, Plus, he won

thie Monaco Geand Prix and also recorded at Renault, we got on very well because we

spoke Italian with each other.”

(KT Ll lI-q.' 1'II:-'H.i|.iII||:-i
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FAVOURITE GAR
[0YOTA TF10%

“In the first five races of the 2005 season
we scored three podiums with the Tovota
TF105 We were second at Malaysia and
Bahrain and then took a third at Bareelona.

[ have to say that in the beginning of the
season the TF105 was the best car I've driven
in my Fi career. It was a quick car and really
well-balanced. It was just a shame that the
chassis didn't develop over the course of the
season in the way that [ would have liked.
But it ran well throughout those early races,”

FAVOURITE GRAND PRIX
MONAGO 2004

*Most people like to go to the Monaco Grand
Prix. It's a special place to visit, even if it is
quite a difficult place to work for the teams
— in that respect it's the last place you want
to go to! But I won there once in 2004 for
Renault = it was great to win, It was made
more special for the team and sponsors by
winning in Monaco, but for me it fielt like
just another grand prix.

But probably my favourite place as an
evient would be the Canadian Grand Prix at
Montreal. The people and the atmosphere
are great, but it'’s not a good track...”

LEST FAVOURITE RACE
oHANGHAI

*It's actually quite difficult to say because
there have been some tracks where ['ve
struggled. .. but probably the worst so far
has to be the Shanghai circuit in China.

I just dom't like the track and I'm not
really keen to go and race there. I've never
qualified higher than 12th position and in
the three years we've raced there myv resulis
were: 15th, retired, and last vear 13th. It's
very difficult to find a circuit that I don't
like, or don't enjoy driving on, but China
has always been a bit of a problem for me.”

FUNNIEST MOMENT
FOOTBALL WITH ALONS0

"I've had a lot of funny moments, especially
with Fernando. 1 do remember this one time
when we started playing football 15 minutes
before a race was due to start.

We were in the office in the Renault
motorhome and were playing with this tiny
ball. We wenl crazy = knocking over tables,
pushing each other, throwing chairs about,
and making loads of noise and laughing,
Then someone came in and said, "You guys
are crazy. Why are vou going mad when the
race is about to start?!” That was very funny,”

BIGGEST AGGIDENT
ol LVERSTONE 2004

“It was probably the crash that I had back
in 2004 when the rear suspension on

the Renault Bz4 failed. That was a major
accident for me — a really big one.

It was during the British Grand Prix al
Silverstone and [ was coming out of Bridge
corner at very high speed.

[ can remember every moment of the
accident as the car hit the wall and spun
round many times in the air; it was a really
big smash. But thankfully I was able to get
out of the car and was completely uninjured,
which was really amazing. There wasn't
evien a seratch - it was unbelievable,”

F1 RACING NOVEMBER 2008
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{YOU!QUESTIONS}

JAGQUES
VILLENEUVE

You remember him — that grumpy
fellow who was F1 world champion.
But these days he’s a pro-Alonso
musician who wants a ‘sing-song’
with Michael Schumacher...

WORDS BRADLEY LOED PORETRAITS AMDY TIPPING

e may be not too far off 40 but
Jacques Villeneuve is fresh-faced
and ready to chat. Some grey-
flecked stubble is the only
reminder that it's now a whole decade
since he was the reigning Fi1 champion
Villeneuve's diminutive stature is only
accentuated by his trademark baggy
shirt. He still dresses like a skater boy,
but for the past two vears he's been
bidding for a place in the annals of
racing history. Jacques has set himseli

the target of becoming only the second
driver after Graham Hill to win motor
racing's triple crown of the F1 world
title, the Indy 500 and Le Mans. Last
vear his weekend in La Sarthe ended in
retirement; this vear in the Peugeot he
was second to the winning Audi; perhaps
in 2004 it be third time lucky. After all,
bie's vowed Lo CAFTY 06 until he 1I'i.l.lr|:l|,:-|'|.~\..
Villeneuve's never been shy of
speaking his mind, so when Fr Racing
offerad to let its readers agk him about

anything and everything, the answer
was an immediate ves. “Let's do it,” he
zavs with a twinkle in his eve as the
questioning begins.,

NASCAR, Indycar, F1 or Le Mans?

It depends on the point in vour career,
what the circumstances are and the
-:1E'||_:-|||'||,|r|i|:i-:':~. YOl CAn get, [ think the

only guy who can decide exactly what

he wants to do is Michael [Schumacher], w»
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and the rest of us are dependent on

where the wind leads. I've won in F1

and Indyvear and I'm tryving at Le Mans
s0 the next big challenge is NASCAR.

How would a Le Mans victory
compare with your 1997 World
Championship title?

Wendy Powell, UK

Le Mans is a great race to get on your
CV but I don't think you can beat the Fi
title. Like the Indy 500, Le Mans is the
work of one race rather than an entire
season. The only thing that could be
worth as much 15 the NASCAR title:
it's a very tough championship, there's
a lot of great racers and you need to
work hard to succeed. It's quite
underestimated in Europe; just like

in the States they think F1 is all about
electronics and not the driver, But
that’s normal. Each to his own world.

In your experience, what qualities,
and in what ratios, make up a
successful Fi driver?
Wes Crago, LiSA
First of all, there's no perfect driver. But
you need somebody who can keep a cool
head and who doesn't crack under
pressure. They must be able to caleulate
the risks. A big part of racing is knowing
when to go for it, whether to make the
move or not, and you have to calculate
the risk there and then, on the spot.
Pluz a driver needs to understand
how to go slower, 0 vou can go faster.
Sometimes you might lose half a tenth
in pure speed with a set-up change but
make the car more comfortable to drive,
which means you make fewer mistakes
in the race. Those judgements are
important. A good racer will be good at
any other sport where there’s a 3 aspect
that needs good spatial judpement.

How were you as a student

in school?

[ham Bawson, Japan

I was good at the things that interested
me like maths, physics and languages.
And pathetic at the stuff I didn't like!

Wissing the lay 500 i 1595 apened the dvar In 3 chance is 11

In hindsight, would vou have done
anything differently in vour Fi
career? If so, what?

Larwrence Perry, USA

Yeah, sure, lots of things but would they
ultimately have been better choices?
Who knows? It's always interesting to
wonder what would have been the
outeome if you'd done this or that,

but it could have turned out worse,

too. And the possibility of things being
waorse is why you should never change
what you've done in vour life,

Do you ever regret leaving
Williams, especially after winning
the championships and all those
races with them, then not winning
a single race afterwards?

Terry S, Australic

Everybody makes it sound like it was my
decision to leave Williams — but 1 didn't
have the choice, to be honest. Williams
didn’t really want to keep me anyway,

What was your hest and worst
season in Fi?

|||'.'|;" ' I.I.'.Il'.-"||r.\. 9 |Ir|l'l.'."llI

The best was 1997, winning the title.
And the worst was my last vear at BAR
in 2003. The atmosphere was terrible,
the car was breaking down... It was
just a bad place,

“If you do have a shunt,
then make sure it’s a
good one at least!”

@ F1 RACING WOVEMBER 2008

Fondue or maple syrup?

Lisa Dean, LR

Fondue, because you can't make a full
meal out of maple syrup!

Did you ever get the urge to punt
another driver off the track?

fan Buckiey, UK

I've been racing for 20 years but no.
Sure, you make it as difficult as you can
for the other guy, but not to the stage
of pushing somebody off.

Which was bigger — winning

the Indy 500 in 1995 or the Fi
championship? And why?

Gimo Ughetlr, LTSA

The win at Indy was probably the more
important one, because it brought me
to F1. Without that win, I'm not sure
Williams would have opened their doors
as easily, so it was a key race for my
career. But ultimately, winning the Fi
championship was my main goal ever
simee I was a kid, so it has to be that.

With your balls-out style both
on and off the track, what would
you say was your one defining
moment in Fi1, other than
winning the world title?

Wurdoch, 7K

Overtaking Michael around the outside
of the last corner at Estonl in 16946,

1 don't think anvbody elze at that time
would have tried the move, and I used
the expericnee I'd gathered on ovals,
There was one opportunity, [ took it
and it was fun. But I'd never have
tricd it a second time.

CartreTr

You played a big part in shaping
the BAR team. How did it feel to he
basically ‘fired” from something
you created?

o Ceelleem, VK

That was tough, mostly because I'd put

a lot of hard work in. Then the team
became successful right after 1 left,
thanks to that work.

Now that you've raced in many
other series, what would you

say sets Fi apart from the rest?

Eric Scure, Canada

The fact that it's just 5o big. And the
main reason for that, 1 guess, is because
it's got 50 much money. That helps make
it popular, plus it's very international
with all the different manufacturers.

Fi just basically helps itself out. »
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{YOU£QUESTIONS}

Jacques, how do vou compare
being in a band to being on the
F1 bandwagon?

LT Ti Wirrrsrnli Y iidli

When vou're making musie, you're
independent - vou don't have to get up
in the morning if you don't want to and
there are no prerequisites or obligations.
Onee vou sign a contract in racing, yvou
have to abide 11:'.' it...

Given your fondness for erashing,
which was your favourite off?
'.:.'..I“.I |I!_|I_. | |I"-

First of all, let me say I've got no
fondness for crashing. It's never fun, and
it always hurts, But, well, if vou do have
a shunt, then make sure it's a good one
at least! 1 had a couple of big ones at Eau
|{|:-|,|1_'.1,- but U'm ol sure whiich one 1'd say
wits the best. It really depends on why
vou crash. In those cases, [ had the
aceident because [ was tl':'.'il'l:i!. to take the
corner flat. Talking with the drivers
afterwards, they said, “You're mad, why
are vou trying to take it flat?” and there
was a macho element that was quite
good. But if it's just a stupid crash,

then there's no pride in it.

What would be the outeome of a
celebrity boxing match between
yvou and Michael Schumacher?
Stephen Astury, LK

Er... The cutcome would be sad. 1t would
be bloody. But I'm not into boxing,

Sons of lamous fathers don't have
it easy in general. Did vour father's
fame influence your career and life
in a positive or negative way?

Both, It makes it easier to open doors
and find sponsership, but the downside
i5 that yvou have no time to learn becaunse
vou're in the limelight from the first
FEROITE i it tirn the steor il'l:.,'|I W],

Most voung drivers get a couple of vears

to learn and nobody knows who they are.

Then when they become good, people
say “look at this great new driver” - but
thev're in their third season already.

That's what makes it difficult when il
have a famous name: it forees you to
learn under pressure. But it"s useful in
the long min because it makes you
stronger under pressure,

Did you dream of driving for
Ferrari like vour father? Was
it ever a possibility?

LerEtl LT oo o [ i

It was never a possibility — not with

Michael there, anvway. So I never put
any thought into it.

ez §7: Jacques | right] knew Schumi waz paing o bil him

What did you feel when Michael hit
your car at Jerez in 19977

iitila T 1 M eirverd i

[ was expecting it. The key element I
concentrated on was making sure the
car survived ik,

Who is the most over-rated
driver in Formula 172

There have been quite a few, but I'm
not going to give yvou any names, ['ve
managed to make some friends now,
and [ don't want to lose them!

Did you ever wish you'd heen able
to ask vour father for adviee?

L I.'|I I..Illl-l\."' -I I:'\-

No. In motor racing, vou have to be
able to make it on vour own, Once
vou're in the car you've got to be able to
react and think of things when there's
nobody else there to guide vou, Advice
15 always dangerous.

“I’ve managed to make
some friends now, and I
don’t want to lose them!”

A lot was written last vear about
Fernando Alonso’s team spirit.
How did vou find it being his
team-mate in 20047

thorglieyy Seoffin, LK

I thought he was a great guy, and really
helpful. I think it all comes down to
respect. He got in the car at McLaren
and he wasn't respected even though he
was a two-time world champion. 50 he
did the only thing he could to protect
himseli, and he was right to do it.

Is it true vou still race on-=line
with some other friends in F1?
Giles Peters. LUK

Yeah, 1 do some on-line racing with
some of the guvs, Driver-wise, we have
Anthony Davidson, plus my team-mate
at Peugeot, Micolas Minassian. Then
there's my old engineer, Jock Clear, and
a couple of other guys from Honda, We
all get together wherever we ane in the
waorld, and it's fun.

Who have been your best and
worst team-mates, and why?
Rabert Higland, TR
The best team-mate for my career was
Frentzen. The guy was brought in to
win the championship, and the team
concentrated on him, as did Patrick
Head. Jock [Clear] and 1 were just Left
on our own to make our own way. And

we ended up winning, so that was pretty

useful for me. Apart from that, 1 got
along well with maost of them. I learned
a lot from Damon |Hi||].

Whao is the racing driver you
respect the most?

Jombua Bulliven, [ISA

Of the current Fi drivers, right now
I'd sav Alonsao,

You, Damon and Michael are
around the campfire, you with
vour guitar. Would vou all have
a sing-song together or would it
end up with the guitar in pieces,
smashed over someone’s head?
Fabiy Colliver, [TK

We've all been at parties together and
there hasn't been a problem. So, veah,
| think we'd probably have a sing-song
together. Why not? P
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now 10
MAKE AN
FIWING

A front wing normally ends its life as a crumpled mess - the drivers
might be more careful if they knew what went into making one... =

WORDS MATT WARWICK  PICTURES ROB WHITROW
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illiams know all there is to know

thev're firm favourites to grab
this vear's Fi Racing Knackered
Mose Award, with an astonishing
12 front wing assemblies being wiped out in
2008 — the most notable perhaps being
Eazuki Makajima's punt on Fernando Alonso
in Valencia. So who better to call when it
comes to finding out what goes into making
one of the most eritical parts on an Fi1 car?

When Fi Racing walks through the gates
at Grove, the workshops are homming with
activity. Down in the composites department,
a newly designed front wing is making its
way through the production process, There
was nothing wrong with the old wing, yvou
understand - this one’s a development. In
the way it looks, this design evolution for the
FW10 is curvier, and sweeps with a little
more finesse than the previous one, Two of
them will be ready for the next race. That's
one each, Kaz and Nico, so any breakages
and it's back to the old model

It’s still made in the same way, and from
the same stuff, The bricks and mortar of Fi:
carbon fibre. We all know that depending
on the way it's fused and bonded, carbon
fibre is as hard as hell, but vou wouldn't
think it when you see it being wheeled into
the factory as a ‘fabric’ on giant 50 metre
rolls, a metre and a half thick; the same
consistency as, say, wallpaper.

“It costs between about E80 to Ei10
a square metre, which amounts to about
E4,250 a roll on average,” savs composites
operations foreman John How. “We spend
about Exm for a whole season.”

Carbon fibre is a kind of living, breathing
thing. At Williams, roll after roll of the stuff
ig stored in a giant freezer at -10C. If you just
leave it somewhere at room temperature for
just a couple of days it can go hard on its
own. “The resin between the fibres is curing
all the time,” adds How. “You reduce the
curing if it's frozen. A lot of the carbon is
good for a vear in the freexzer. On the bench
it's good for about 30 days, depending on
the ambient temperature.”

about making front wings. In fact,

It l'l.t look ﬂ'llﬂ on TV but there's

plenty more to an Fi1 wing than yvou'd
irmagine. Two central ‘spars’, which run
along the middle of the wing's ‘mainplane’
or central element, strengthen it and hold
the titanium “inserts’ which attach the wing
pillars to the nose. The wing has three
elements in total: looking from the front,
the lower forward one is the ‘slat’; the
middle one the ‘mainplane’; and the upper
clement is termed the “flap’. “That’s the
removable bit which we can rotate and
adjust. You see it at pitstops when they
wind a bit more angle on or off,” says How.,
They're all topped off by the ‘cascade’, often
referred to as the ‘bridge wing', which runs
from endplate to endplate, above the nose.

Much the same as tackling vour first
Tamiya 1:24 scale F1 display model, the
compasites guys all work from instructions
- the difference being they can actually read
precision design drawings and they know
what they're doing.

“It looks a lot like making a model car,
this...” Fi Racing says. “Er, it's a bit more
complicated than that, but I guess,” replies
Gideon Short, a Williams composites guy

" L

A wing spar starts out a5 many small sheets of carbon fibre,
cul Irem 2 giant 50m roll and stwck intn place an the mouhd




almost as new as the wing he's working on
= three weeks into his job. He's ‘laying up’
a spar on a mould. In what seems like quite
a painstaking process, he sticks down the
variows different patches of carbon fibre

= ¢ul from the roll in its fabrie form — on
to the mould, using as many lavers or
weaves a8 the instructions dictate,

Then on to the ‘bagging up’ in preparation
for the autoclave to bake the carbon fibre
into its ulira-strong form. This is where
the quality control really kicks in, You have
to put vour laid-up component into an
evacuated plastic bag beacause the curing
process needs to happen at a precise
[!‘I11]]f‘m1lll'|.=' and Pressune; cover it in
a foam-like "breather blanket” or vou won't
be able to remove all the air from the bag;
put release film’ between the carbon fibre
and the breather blanket to keep the resin

CARBON FIBRE:
THE WONDER STUFF

T tiest corbon b F1 ¢
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in place as it heats up, and to stop the
breather blanket melting onto the carbon
fibre... Phew. All for one tiny piece of the
front wing, let alone the rest of the car,
Removing all of the air from every single
nook and cranny within the bag is one of the
most crucial parts of the proeess. If vou don't

get all of the air out vou have to start the two-

hour procedure all over again, Congidering

If you don’t get all
the air out, you have
to start the two-hour
process again...

the work that goes into producing one,
Gideon must be gutted to slave away on
a front wing all week to then see it being
ripped off on the first lap of a race. *Not
at all, mate, I've got two kids,” he smiles.
1 just think, "Great, more overtime!™

HII'mms hm Ih FEI autoclaves: twao

huge ones painted vellow, and a little Richard
Hammond-sized one. Sure, every Fi team
has autoclaves, but you can't escape the

sci-fi wonder of these things - each one has
a haunting interior of steel and pipes, which
attach like an umbilical cord to the valves on
the bags which make each part suffer in the
searing heat of the mighty, evlindrical torture
chamber, But there's no time to consider
dark metaphors here = stick the bits in on

a 135C heat with 6bar of pressure (gopsi)
cycle for 2hrs 35mins... Bang. Job done.

Onee the parts are "baked’ they need to
be bonded together, Most of the bits are
made in two opposing sections — a top and
a bottom “skin’, This is where we go back
to the model-crafting skills, and where the
wing really begins to take shape.

Meil Lambert is working on the number
two wing. When we say it's being bonded,
we actually mean sticking it together with
a two-part adhesive — as you'd imagine,
that's very super glue,

But Meil won't be getting his fingers
stuck together and storming off when
the endplates don’t fit, like most people’s
attempts at tricky model making. Trimming
and fitting as he goes (vou always make
a part with excess carbon fibre), he gently
offers up each part and coaxes the two
skins of the mainplane together, It must be
the most satisfving part of the whole process,
like when you finish putting up a shelf at
home, Okay, it's not going to make world
news, but it's that feeling of completion;
the feeling that, I made this.” »

- | | ! : 1 -I."-.
Once in the bag, the wing parts goiats ove of Williams' autoclaves - piaal pressurised pvess - for
iver twa howrs at 1356 AN air has b be sucked oot of the bag frst, or IS back b sgears ong




Once the glue has
settled, it’s time to
pop it back in the
oven for an hour

MHHM'MH'

15 CAECAED for geality ad Men buMed [d 2 shine

After a irip to 2 subcontractar far the paist job. and
application of the speasors’ stickers, it's ready lar action

-

i

mh'ﬂ'l-'ﬂ'n_iﬁ{h‘mlhlﬂ

adhesive. Then the varioes elements are serewed [agel
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and v ire you've put all the bits in the
right place, it’s time to pop it back in the

oven another hour, Not the autoclave

aluminium jig, the wing has
hiv checked now it's finally been
assembled. The jig fits perfectly = to the
around a sions of the
'l.\'i.!".:_-';. It 1t doesn’t and '.'|||:|'|'1'_i11.‘- ta little bit
out, then you might as well start again.
There's no way any imperfections will get
past the FIA on their “hs OO’
where the cars are che i weight
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anal Monzs? 558

FI Racing goes to Ferrari's home race in Woking Silver.  Sm
Cue perplexed looks and the odd ‘friendly’ headlock...

y MATT WARWICK  PICTURES LOREMNZO BELLANCA /LAT

hey do stare at you. Maybe anvone would if vou were wearing
&0 much team merchandise. You can see them scoping you
out, mouthing the sponsors to themselves, as it registers that
Ferrari's sworn enemy is at their hallowed track.
What's it like for a McLaren fan at Monza? Lonely,
perhaps... Surely I'm not the only one here? It feels that
way when I park up at the entrance to the circuit near the Lesmo
curves, I'm greeted by a couple of sly jeers and an unofficial Ferrari
merch stand - Michael Schumacher's face staring down at me from
a beach towel, Then someone roars past just a few feet away in a
Ferrari 430, doing about gomph on a small service road surrounding
the parkland. It's as if they're circling me already. This is like your
first day at a new school, and you're wearing The Wrong Trainers.
S0 it's a good job I've parked in the polar opposite part of the
circuit from where I'm supposed to be, then. To collect my ticket
I have to walk around to the Parabolica - more than two miles away.
Plenty of time to consider this potentially catastrophic error. It's not
like F1 is tribal like football, though, is it? Has there ever been any
fighting between fans at a race? People take sides for sure, but
Formula 1's a bit more sophisticated than that, surely?
Well, the Carabinieri liked my get-up anyway. They eve me up
and down with a smirk as [ ask for directions from each one [ walk
past. It's not as easy as just walking round the circuit when vou're
outside Monza. There are trees in the way... lots of trees. Then the
road kind of wonders off to nowhere and into a beautiful old town
with cobbled streets and a nunnerv. A nunnery right outside the
paddock? Silverstone this ain't, -
I kmow that it's a cliché of every commentator bo drone on about : [ el 3
“the history”™ and “the passion”. But vou know what? At Monza, ' b ,
they're right. Old churches and houses pepper the circuit, juxtaposed
with state-of-the-art paddock motorhomes. There's the lependary
(and in some places insanely steep) concrete banking used until the
end of the 19605, now dotted with weeds and moss; the old ereaking
forest that's seen it all... There's no place for the future-world of the
McLaren Brand Centre here = this is the biggest and best working
museum Fi1 could ever have, »
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"IE mlﬂ EIIHE. The toerentiod rain. And the thunder and

lightning... I'm not even at the cireuit vet, and everything’s conspiring
against me. But as anyone who has been to a grand prix knows, when
yvou walk through the gates vou get that feeling.

Not put off by the weather, the tifosi are here in their thousands

the requisite prancing horse T-zhirts replaced by Ferrari-red
raincoats. Ferrari iz as [talian as the Queen is British. And the Italian
G is like the Queen's birthday. You might envisage a baying mob of
blokes carrving flares jumping over the perimeter fences, brandishing
Ferran flags and firing off airhoms, but it's actually far more of a
family affair. Cute, wide-eved kids wave their mini Ferrari flags, not
totally sure what's going on but thinking it's all wonderful anyway.
Nuns take a day off from the cloth to worship at the altar of the
scuderia. Evervbody from every walk of Italian life is here.

The looks from some of the tifosi up in the expensive seats (the
main grandstand) are, well, perplexed. 1t's when a few young lads
take an interest that 1 brace myself for a torrent of abuse = whether
you're walking into vour local newsagents to buy a packet of CTisps,
or sitting in the middle of Ferrari country dressed head to toe in
MeLaren garb, there’s nothing more annoving than waiting for a
mouthy teenager in a tracksuit to have a go. But it doesn’t come. ..
just a few friendly waves and lighthearted ‘thumbs down' gestures,

“Within minutes of nearing the legendary
Parabolica corner | find myself in a headlock”

So much for the |!l||:-|.'i]!il].'. All these Ferrar fans are h'—'“‘l-’. far too
welcoming and friendly. Maybe a trip to the Parabolica is in order
= the scene of wild jubilation in 1988, after Ferrari’s underdog cars
took a fairvtale one-two finish.

Ah, that's more like it — within minutes of nearing the legendary
corner | find myself in a headlock, courtesy of a not-at-all
intimidating tattoo-covered tifoso, who was standing outside
a burger van blasting out the londest and worst Euro house music
voul re ever likely to hear when he spotted me. It's all good-natured
really, but as we shake hands and exchange understanding nods,
| thank God it was. That could have ended badly.

'
"IE “H"IEP dnﬂsn I:.*-t-:lp the airhorns parping and the flags

flying high at Parabolica, as Massa and Riikkonen spray their way
around the corner. But just when you think vou were worrying about
nothing, and that everyone's fine with me being here, a mischievous-
looking man leans over: *You are very brave coming into this section,
vou know. Bravee... or stupid.” With the help of our Nalian-speaking
photographer I trv a charm offensive between ecach V8 scream. He
begins to open up, I don't like McLaren. I'm an Italian, and a tifoso.”

Nothing wrong with that. But considering Kimi's poor form,
woldn't he want to see Lewis driving a Ferrari? “No. He's not VErY
charismatic, I don't think he comes across that well as a person.”
Then 1 feel confident enough to ask him the ultimate philosopher's
question for an Italian... *Why Ferrari? What's so special abont
Ferrar to an Italian?” But he just looks at me like I'm an idiot,

As if I've just said, “Why food? Why breathing?”

Thiz man, and evervone around me, is Ferrari through and
through. Why? As he says, it"s quite simply becaunse he's Italian.

Oh, and because, for the past 30 minutes, I've been sitting in the
middle of the Ferrari factory day out...

Perhaps it's the ancient, golden trees of the circuit’s Roval Park,
and the wild thunderstorms; or the derelict concrete banking and
old churches. It could even be the sight of Italy’s ‘other’ team, in
effect Minardi, winning the Italian GP; or just the nuns and nutters
dancing to techno (not together) that help make Monza so special.
Either way, this isn't a race meeting, This is a melting pot of passion
and high drama. Something you must see before vou die.

What's it like to be a Melaren fan at Monza? Like it would be for
the fan of any other team in F1 - absolutely bloody brilliant, FO

r-l,fl"

— = F

Hate to Melaren Bas: don' expec! nuns fo prey for you an Ialian 6P weekend, and aveid
people with prascing horse tatioes. It°s 2 good way of getting 2 whale row Io yearsell, theugh
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“I went to Ron
straight away and
told him we’d be
world champions

with this car”

BRADLEY LORD LAURENT VILLAROM

Tn say this car ‘dominated’ scems a little

mundane. You can dominate the first half of
a football match and still lose, or the opening
laps of a grand prix before crashing out. No,
the McLaren MP4/4 did more than that.
Most people can tell you the car won 15
of the 1988 season’s 16 races. But 10 of them
were one-twos. And while Ayrton Senna and
Alain Prost led for 1,003 laps in 1988, only
two other drivers got in front all year — for
a combined total of 28 laps.
Schumacher dominated his era, Clark too.
But this car didn’t merely dominate; it
obliterated the opposition. Here's how...

This was the most successful F1 car ever. Alain Prost and its designer
reveal the secrets of how it won every grand prix in 1988 - bar one

BACING NOYEMBER 2008 M



155“ mﬂl"uﬂﬂ "IE E“d of the turbo

era. With a new .51tr formula waiting in the
'.-.inj_'..w. for 'Sg, FISA President Jean-Marie
Balestre vowed to equalise performance
between the teams ranning the ‘old’ 1.50tr
turbo technology and those, like Williams
or Benetton, who had made an early switch
to the bigger-capacity atmospheric engine
The governing body reduced maximum turba
boost from gbar to 2. 5bar (cutting power
U= frodn over QO 1O aroi nd "-:|1I-|r||||]
and reduced the fuel tank capacity from 220
to 1500trs; the theory ran that limiting power,
amd imposing a reduced fuel capacity that
foreed the turbos to run below maximum
poser [thess were the davs before |'|."|||-."|'|-|'|'|'_;_I.L
wiotld give the “atmo’ cars a better chance.
[t's just somebody forgot to tell McLaren
and mew engine pariners, Haonda

"W wanted to go all out in "88,7 admits
Steve Michols, project leader for MP4/4.
"Honda had exactly the same attitude,”
Homda's arrival meant major changes for
MeLaren atter four seasons rnning the
TAG-funded Porsche engine. The new
Honda %6 turbo {codename: RA168-E) was
a much more compact, lower unit than its
predecessor; this, and the revised installation
it required, opened up g opportunities in
how it was packaged when design work on
the chassis bezgan midway through 1087,
Iconic desipner John Barnard had left the
l&am i August 1986 and the 87 ear had
b a relatively rushed design, essentially
a makeover of the previous vear's title
winmer. For 1988 evervihing was brand new
“Although Fi cars had been running with
a flat underbady sinee 1983, we had always
essentially updated the same ‘ground effect’
tvpe monoeoque,” explains Nichols, “This
had a narrow bottom to allow maximuwm

“It's from Alin - he 53y5 you suck” Seana and Steve Nichols
Iright] test the MIP&/4. Above, the Prast-Senna rivalry begins

space for the ground effects to work. For
1988, we were able to design the tub with
stiffness and weight as our priorities.”

New safety regulations also meant the
driver's feet had to be behind the front axle;
MecLaren's soletion involved reclining the
driving position as much as possible, giving
the car its low-line look. *Compared to the
MP4/43 im 1587, the wheelbase was longer
[4omm] and the frontal area had been
reduced,” remembers Prost. ©1 think the best
part was the rear suspension. It made it
stable under braking, and gave us excellent
traction — vital with the turbo engines.”

:'L”:'.:I,"_} didn’t hit the track until :||1_'1.:'|'_l.
end of March, MeLaren had gone to Imola
for the final pre-season test, vet delays in the

ear-build meant I|!|.|':.' wire foreed o run with

an interim car, Only on the final day of the
test, after every other team had gone home,
did the new machine run for the first time.

“After Senna had been out to get familiar
with the car, we pushed him back into the
garage and he sat there for about 30 seconds
looking fairly stunned,” laughs Nichols,
“Then he said, “This car’s going to be fucking
quick!" And so it turned out, We did about
80 laps that day, and that was extent of our
pre-season testing, The team packed up,
went to Brazil and won first time out.”

Prost remembers that spring day in ITmola
with similar clarity, and shares a revealing
insight into the struggle for supremacy that
bl il|l'l.'il.l.|:-' taken hobd, "We wepe told to g
out and learn about the car = not to push
too hard,” smiles Alain. “We spent the whole
day pushing like crazy — climbing all over
the kerbs and braking as late as we could.

It was like when we tested the 1984 car: we
immediately knew it was going to be quick.
| went to Ron straight awav and told him

we'd be world champions with the MP4/4.”

("
FE""[E ﬂl\'ﬂﬁ wanted o know what

the secret was,” says Steve Nichols, “but there
wasn 't one, The car was good in every respect
and gave the drivers confidence. They could
wring its neck, really give it some shit and
it st asked for more, It L'v:|-|r|'|l.'l'.|I|.'|.| with
them, and it was like that from the first lap.”
By one third of the way through the
season, having won every race, the team
joked that the engineers could stay at home
for the races and send operating instructions
to the mechanics, The superiority of MP4/4
wias underlined by the perfformance of Lotus
and reigning world champion Nelson Piquet.
'|"|'||.':; ran identical engines to Melaren bt

Bz

“Senna sm there looking Stunned
after his lirst run out in the new car”






v Monaco, Honda were making unusual
requests to the championship leaders.

“Our engines all came from the same pool.
Honda used to select the most powerful ones
for qualifving, then the most reliable for the
race,” explains Nichols, “At Monaco, Honda
asked if they could give Lotus our qualifving
maotors for the race, We still ri['-|,54,'-:| "tm L
pretty good. Lotus were a prond margue and
they were convineed we were cheating. But
our cars were stripped down after the race
in Canada, almost to the bare chassis, and
we were squeaky clean. Mobody could quite

believe we were that much faster.”

Strange as it may seem, though, MP4/4
fades into the background when it comes
to remembering 1988 because of the rivalry
between Prost and Senna. At the beginning
of the year, Senna was the new arrival = the
intense yvoung Brazilian with his first tilt at
the title, He was ambition personified - a
driver on the verge of realising his potential.
Prost was the established champion; widely
regarded as the greatest Fi driver of the
decade, the Frenchman approached the vear
with the carefully reasoned motivation of a
man who'd been there before, “Ayrton had
alwavs been the de facto number one in all
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“Eerybady just gril yoor teeth and smile " Adeizige 1588: Mclares celebrate their season of domixatin, and fierce rivalry

his teams until then,” remembers Alain.
'."||:|:'. b when he arrived at MeLaren, he
Ihml:,:_||| b was _'iu:-i||i||:_'l Prost's team’. He
made his presence felt from the beginning.”

For many, the situation echoed that of four
VEArs parlier, when Progt had been the Young
lion and Lavda the wiser old head. In 1984,
Prost had taken three poles to Lauda’s none;
vet Landa had scored five fastest laps, against
twa for Prost. In "BE, Senna outseored Prost
13-2 on pole positions, but set just three
Lastest |.|||:~. against his team-mate's 2even
Senna went all-out in every session; Prost
kept his powder dry for Sunday afternoons,

AL the time, ||-.'-:-|:-|u said it was boring,”
smiles Steve Nichols, You can understand
why: after all, a non-McLaren didn't even
lead a lap until round eight at Silverstone
“But for me, it was like the America’s Cup: a
match race between the two best guvs, in this
tantastic car, There was total -e'-:||.':||i‘.'.' and
it was a straightforward knock-out battle.”

“We knew at the time that we were in the
middle of something special,” agrees Prost,
“But we couldn’t afford bo lift off just te make
the races more interesting, It was our battle
for the title that got F1 fans excited.”

The points totals show the contrast
between Prost and Senna. Only a driver's
best 11 results counted for the ttle. It |:-||1
A premium on winning races, rather than
reliability and consistency. In fact, Prost
seored more points than Senna that vear

105 to 94, But applying the championship
rules, Senna ran out winner by 9o points to
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“Prost and Senna’s
rivairy got frosty

- they wouldn't
speak to each other”

87; the Brazilian scored eight wins and three
seconds, the Frenchman seven wins and four
seconds. Things could not have been closer,
While the battle between the drivers was
explosive, the team was never anything other
than united, *Ron was VEEY even=-handed, and
dealt with the whole thing quite adroitly,”
recalls Nichols, “But myself and the other
race engineer (Neil Oatley) never allowed
ourselves to be split. We kept the perspective
that we worked for McLaren, not for the
drivers. The relationship between Prost and
Senna got quite frosty and, although they
never lost their respect regarding the other's
ability, they wouldn't speak to each other, We
used to have a laugh about it; it was almost

couldn' get near Welaren (hat year, despile nsing ihe samé onil

a hitof a _'ili\ll\.l.' in the team, to be honest. The
engineers all shared information but it was
a hit like going through a divorce, with
p-wl]1||_' -:|1'|]:c talking through their '|:|'l.'-.':.'|'|'u iy

It seems amazing that ..c.c couid

be regrets after such unprecedented success
— and vet, there's still ‘the one that got away’.
I the hi:;1u|'_l.' books, that .w.i||_|:‘||,' lost race at
Maonza sticks out like a sore thumb.

“We never thought we'd win all the races,”
admits Nichols. “Everything was just too on
the edge. The rules meant that the atmo ¢ars
really did have an advantage, and the drivers
were on the limit everywhere just to beat
them. Jeez, there were five or six races they
!\.Ill!ll.l.ll_l |'|;|'.'|_' won bt somehow our AUvs
pulled it off. That was the problem at Monza
We'd had one engine blow, they'd made
Senna’s mixture richer to keep it reliable, we
had fuel consumption issues = and Ferrari
were attacking. Senna had to carry as much
corner speed as possible because he didn't
have the luxury of backing off, and he had
a 1ooth of a second to make the decision.
You can't call it a mistake because he was
doing what was needed bo get the job done.”

MP4/4 won every race but one, every pole
but one, and nearly out=scored every other
team put together (190 points to the rest
of the field’s 201), Yet the abiding memories
for its creators are of the people, not the car,
“It's a perfect indication of how important
teamwork is,” concludes Steve MNichols. “We
didn’t have any superstars. We all liked each
other, respected each other and enjoved what
wie were doing,. It showed the importance aof
teamwork and personal effort. Kind of like
a game of cricket — in the field, vou work
I,|;'||;|_'l:||1,=|'; when VO B0 ol to bat, it's plll'l"l'.'
personal. And you need both bits to suceeed.”

And =0 MP4/4 now sits peacefully in
MeLaren’s Technology Centre: sleek and
elegant = agonisingly close to, yet eternally
distant from, absolute perfection, PO
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You've seen them on the television. You've heard the garbled fragments of their radio chat. But what do

The roce is the culmination of the
strotegist's werk. [hmughout e
waekend b gomer data o offies
Paoms — performance kvl and lkely
fuel boods = oad plors pocordingly

.- r-— Lul.!]lhl.
ce-tidinate the shotagy with Mofhicy

i Symosds wil

Lok, bakanang bis expeniente

mene Mo 15 veors i Foimss 1)

with the compuler’s predicfions

o RENAULT
elIFd

B (coorionally thouss of the drivers, but
o mastly iminucts his roce enginesrs lo
& shout of the drivers. Dfien covght oo
ame gesticoatng of TV scieens

B Evey fime the cor rons, Geeeowood (NN
wacks s progeess. He ond Koo find | SEEENS
o oghimiel mechmicol setupfoe the  § ; 4

o, o Dreemwood wall communicnie

with Alamsa during the soce

elF®

|.l..|".|l: Mjﬂ]

H-HI L.-u-:r'-.l'



N THE F1PITWALL?

these people actually do during a race as they sit atop their ‘prat perch™?
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d prigcwpies have no place in modern F1, or so they say.
3 5 spent 15 seasons proving otherwise. At the end of
an era, David Coulthard tells F1 Racing exactly what he's made of

BRADLE Y LURD ARLY L AR

.l 'llﬂ“ﬂ“ ﬂ' is still When vou were at McLaren, vou

chiselled, and his improbable neck  said your three motivations were:
remains as stout as ever. It could “To race, to test and develop the car
be an intimidating sight, but and to give the sponsors value for
thankfully David Coulthard is money.” What happened when vou
smiling as he discusses his various  went to Red Bull? Did you have
‘incidents’ during 2008, “It doesn't  a personality transplant?

look good, does it?” he jokes. Well, that's I don't think anything changed: it's people’s
one way of putting it, DC. There were times perceptions that shift. When 1 was a test
this year when it was easy to confuse the driver at Williams, they used to say: “David,
number g Red Bull with a |'I».'1_t|1*[‘ir'|ﬂ T, we're doing this at 10 o'clock, then vou'ne
The nudges, nerfs and spins piled up — more  going there,” and evervbody spoke to me like [§
s0 than at any other time in the 37-vear-old a member of the team. Then [ turned intoa B i 3
Scot’s career. They bropght the imevitable race driver, and it was: “Ooh, David, would 'ﬂ" N 4;; y - v

accusation that he'd gone off the bail. 10 o'clock be okay for you?" What did they T . = r, = I"-_.-___.-"
“The fact I'm retiring makes it easier think I'd say? “No, 11 o’dock, actually 11.03, g i, Y
to pigeonhole me, and I can't swim against would be better...?” It was the same thing » T
whatever tide people want to build, But Things just change around vou ¥ Lo
I've not just been going round in circles. o e
I'm trying to do the best I can.” You have driven more grands prix e ¥, -
Most people's idea of Coulthard was for McLaren than anyone. Could i = e
probably formed when he was a fixture at viou have won the drivers' world . . s _ﬂﬁ? .
the front of the grid. Driving for Mclaren, championship there? . ﬂ_;f Rer
he was unfailingly ‘on message’ - a Sijuneaky Yes. T ,* Wiy g i,
cleam-ish ‘M Lorpal ate’, |||‘-|.'-'-.il.i'|:-l.-:!'|l.;_'.‘.".;.; '- : _;..r'- .y
some lurid tabloid escapades. But ever since  Why didn"t you? TP A
¥ joining Red Bull in 2005, he's appeared to In the vear [ finished second [2o01], the :Ir'l""" w
chill out and relax, at ease enough with both Car '|'|.I‘\-lIIII|'|iiI|:-|l:"_:||.I|||.||'|:\. times: if the e.*ﬁ_‘.-_._ L
himzelf and his team’s expectations of him reliability had been right in Spain and "-"'*J_. -r:*"f?
for his real personality to shine through Monaco, when I was right up with Michael, "’ o
And now, as he prepares to walk into the that might have provided the momentum o
sunset, he's ready to open wp about his to carry me through. But it didn't happen.
15 evientiul seasons in Fi.,. On the other o rasons, 1 ||'.'.:|:-.:~ had a hit =
; A A WA gl ARE L ol
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of a rollercoaster in terms of my peak
performance. I spent a lot of time and energy
with MelLaren toving to understand that,

Famously, vou had to give vour
position away to your team-mate Mika
Hiikkinen on two occasions: at Jerez in
1997, then at the opening race of 1998
in Melbourne. Were they instrumental
in handing him the initiative?

[Pauses ruefully] Yeah... the 'g7 one was the
most confusing because there was no talk
beforehand, just an instruction during the
race, That was upsetting. [ clearly remember
my American girlfriend at the time shouting
at Kon, “You're an asshole,” and that sort of
thing, and I remember thinking, “5he’s not
wrong, and I'm not going to tell her she
shouldn't be shouting at him.” It happened
at Williams, too, and it really secked. [ never
got my head around the concept of why vou
would want to win by default.

What if you'd said, “No” in Jerez?

I argued about it for mone than 2o laps
becanse it had never been discussed. 1 just
thought, "Why should 1 move over?™ And
before I eventually did, | was told several
times, “You are seriously compromising your
pogition in the team.™ But it goes against my
brain to go against the people 1 work with.
Sa if it was for the good of the team, even
though I didn't like it, refusing would have
gone against what makes me as a person.

Then there was Melbourne, where

you had made a pre-race agreement
with Mika...

It was a more rational process. The car was
quick but unreliable, so we wouldn't finish if
we raced at 100 per cent. It was open play for
pole and [ didn't make it; it was open play
for who could race to the first corner, and

I dicdnt make it. But after that, the fact Mika
made an unscheduled stop through a mistake
of his own should have been the end of it.
However, Ron decided the order should

still be changed. Then the public and media
reacted, quite rightly. I'm glad that it came
oul about the team orders because, along

the way, people had forgotten that Fi is

not an individual sport.

Do vou think the positions would
have been swapped over if the roles
had been reversed?

It was always promised that [ would receive
the victory back, which meant I would win
a race at the expense of Mika., And it never
happened. In his final season, he was
running third in his last race in Japan and

I was fourth, 20 he moved over. That was
the gesture. It wasn't quite the same...

Mika Hakkinen was well known for
being a pretty quiet guy, but you both
raced each other very hard - like
when you touched wheels at the first
corner in the 1999 Belgian Grand

Prix... You won the race, beating
him fair and square that day. How
did Mika react in that situation?

He wouldn't speak to me on the podium,
After we celebrated, 1 had to say to him:
“Let’s sort this out now because you lost
and 1 won — what do vou want me to do?”
I remember his engineer had a go at mine,
Phil Prew, who now works with Lewis
[Hamilton], He told Phil, “If we lose the
world championship, it will be because

of you.” And 1 thought, “FUCK OFF, and
just zay thank vou for all the good things
we did for you.” That’s what 1 hate in people,
when in their moment of selfishness they
forget their thanks. Can vou put that in
capitals please? [t's important.

So what was Ron like as a manager?
Socially, I think he's a remarkable man. And
I wish that more people could see how he is
socially. We'll chat, share memories and
discuss things in a very informal manner.
But I'll hardly expect two words from him
in the paddock. It's like Jekyll and Hyde.

You said in vour autobiography that,
“Ron is great at the honeymoon, but
not so great at the marriage.”

When 1 was driving for him, it literally
happened that he wouldn't speak to me

for several grands prix. And it’s just so
fucking confusing. We can’t all have time
for everyone, but 1 think that’s strange.

And if you're sensitive to the actions of
important people in yvour life and career,
then it’s difficult to come to terms with.

I've spent hours trving to explain my
perception of what he considers fair play,
but as he once said to me, the bottom line is
that vou have to like it or lump it. I can tell
vou, that brings a long conversation to a halt!
But if that's it, then you make your choice.

“I never got my head
around the concept of
why you would want
to win by default”

What do McLaren mean to vou now?
I drove nine vears for the team, won races,
travelled the world meeting interesting
people = as a life journey goes, that’s not

a bad one. I've come out the other side
and I'm not bitter — 1 hope it doesn’t come
across like that, it's just what happened.
But I probably have a bigger appreciation
mow of what a good group of people they
are. McLaren are leaders: their facilitics
are way ahead of everyone else’s. Anyone
who doesn't leok at them as a blueprint

is being arrogant in my opinion, because
thev're state-of-the-art. »
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nI'In Bu““namjs "Im still keeps

her fingers crossed for every lap of a grand

prix. Her boy has competed in over 240

of them, but no matter. It's a charming

glimpse into the world DC eame from - the

small village of Twynholm just north of the

Seottish border, where his Dad ran the

family’s successful haulage COMPany.
Coulthard’s memories of his karting

days are as much about serubbing out

the chemical toilet of their motorhome

as winning races the length and breadth of

Eritain. That down-to-carth, ViETy Seoltizh

upbringing gave him more than a gentle

Borders burr; the clear distinction between

right and wrong has always been prominent

in DC's character. And it's more than paying

tlp serviee to what |'rt'l..l|‘a-|-e' think a sporisman

should be like; he says it with real conviction.

Paradoxicallv, though, the qualities that
mke Coulthard’s character so admirable
bring with them the nagging doubt that they
wiere his Achilles heel in Fi: was he ever
prepared to push the rules far enough to
consistently cut it against Mika or Michael?

You've said before vou don't want to
win at all costs. At what point does the
cost of winning become unaceeptable?
There are rules, and if vou're prepared to

B autside those rules 1;|'|1I'|'|-'ill_|'ll:-', then _1.-:||,|_'1'|_'

a cheat = and vou don't deserve to win,
It doesn't matter whether it's Monapoly
or grand prix racing. You either believe
in fair play, or vou don’t, It's a moral
|lH‘|:..'i-|'I'|'|-.'I'|1 and others will view it

according to how they sit in that debate

“Cheat™ is an incendiary word, but it's
one that you've used before to deseribe
Michael Schumacher. Despite this,
you've also said his manoeuvre in
Monaco 2006 was, “The mind of a

i F1 RACING NOVEMEER 2008

genius at work in ways not everyone
approved of.,” Have you changed your
tune about him?

In that particular instance, Michael made

a judgement only he can know abouwt and

[ think it was clearly a reactive 'genius’ to
stopping anvone else getting a qualifving
position. Quite rightly, 1 believe, he was
penalised. To me, the rules are quite clear,
We're not supposed to cross a white line

s every time we cut a kerb we're all, to an
but not breaking
them, because the stewards don't enfores
the fact that the race track is defined by the
white lines. 50 I'm prepared to bend the rules
to what's bevome the accepted norm, but I'm

extent, bending the rules

not prepared to,.. You know, vou hear stories
of guys back in the day in shoot-outs between
drivers: they missed chicanes to set a quick
lap time and didn’t tell anvone, all to benefit
themselves. How do thev sleep at night?

But the rules aren't always black and
white = they have murky fringes. Did
vou hesitate to exploit them?

It’s very clear in my mind what's right and
wrong. If Michael was able (o redefine that,
or have a different point of view, and the
stewards agreed, then he's the cever one,
My basis of what 1 believe comes from my
upbringing, the Batish tracks I raced on
and that British sense of fair play.

“Michael gets a lot
more friendly after
d Bacardi and Coke
because his guard
comes down...”

L

“Fair play”, “right and wrong™: vour
moral universe seems very clear...

[ onee had a conversation with Mika where

[ said, “You can trust me,” and he said,
"MWo.” 8o 1 went through: do yvou trust vour
manager? “MNo,” Do vou trust your wife?
"Mo." It's like when Michael told me after
Spa 98 that he could never remember being
wrong. If that's what it takes, if that's the last
little bit you need to be a champion, then

I don’t want to be that person. 1 want to
trust in people, and I want to be wrong
sornetimes. You can't be right all the time,

In Melbourne this year, you certainly
thought Felipe Massa was in the
wrong. You said vou were going to
“Kick three colours of shit out of the
little bastard™ if he didn’t apologise
for the eollision vou had...

| regret saving that. It was just stupid.

It was a great quote, though.

Yeah, 1 thought so. We were staving in the
same hotel at the next race, so [ texted him,
and it was fine. [ think that sort of thing

is worse for your wife, or vour father or
whatever; as a racer, vou have run-ins with
fmends from time to time, | saw him oul

in Monaco a few weeks AgO, ;|_|_'I_|_|_;=|]I:.'_ | was
finishing dinner and this pot of herbal tea
was sent to my table, The waiter said, “Felipe
thought that at this time of night, voo might
need a little cup of herbal tea before you go
to bed.” So I sent a bottle of champagne
over with the suggestion that he might need
to learn how to open one of these,.. It was
before he started winning and 1 must say,

[ take my hat off to his performances in

the middle of this season, He established
himsell as a real title challenger.

Anyway, he came over, tried to open it and
serewed it up; i .*-.E':-|:|.|:1|_'|: ol I_"-'-I_'r:-."-'..'lltrl_‘_ Then
the stitch-up of all stitch-ups was that Mika
was sitting with some friends, and 1 said,
“Felipe, Mika wants to have a chat with
vou.” So 1 sat him down, Mika got his arm
round him and did a Finnish armlock, which
basically means that once that arm's there,
it"s 20 minutes before vou wriggle out, And
I just said, “Bye bye,” and left him with the
drunken, Finnish bullshit for that period
of time! That was the ultimate payback.

How's vour relationship with Michael
Schumacher these days?

Well, it gets a lot more frendly after a
Bacardi and Coke because his guard comes
down. I've got a place in Switzerland, and
one of these davs I'm sure we'll go ride our
motorbikes together and that sort of thing.
Michael wasn't an enemy to me, just a
competitor that 1 had a few run-ins with.,

I remember once at Hockenheim, he had

a private function for family and friends,
Morbert [Haug] suggested 1 come along, and
I arrived feeling completely awkward. But
everyone was very open. | was chatting to
Michael’s father, and, as the night went on,
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I normally used. And 1 lay in my bed that Have you got anything else planned?
for being racing drivers. But night thinking, *"Why did it matter if T left My immediate future lies in continuing with

inevitably, it involved alcohel and cigars... irom Farnborough at 2 o'clock or 10 o'clock?®” Red Bull as an active part of the team.

That was the big wake-up call.
Looking back over your career, It's said you'll be on the BEC...
wias there a defining moment? What about the future? You said in the  I'd certainly be interested in sharing my
I think the plane crash in Lyon [May, 2o000] May issue of Fi Racing that yvou'd be passion with the sport’s fans. But we'l
was the moment that [ completed my first interested in becoming FIA President?  have to wait and see what happens.
stage of growing wp. I dom't think I'm fully I don't think I have the skills for that, to
there vet, I must say. | ended up chartering be honest. Maybe [ could be chief whip! And yvou're going to be a Dad as well.
a different aireraft because 1 wasn't prepared  Actually, thinking about the meanings that The best thing racing has brought me, aside
to wait until 2 o'clock for the plane can have these days, maybe I'll pass... from a tremendous education of the world,
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15 meeting the woman I'm going to have
a child with [TV presenter Karen Minier].
And if our son can have a life as good as
mine, then he’ll be a lucky boy,

When you were a boy, vou used to
rate every go-kart race out of 10 - but
never gave vourself full marks. How
do you rate your F1 performances?

I'd give myself 10 in Magny-Cours 2000. In
fact I'd give myself 10 with a little gold star
beside it. That victory was a great passion-
filled, no doubts, get-on-and-get-the=job-
done victory. | had to pass Rubens; | had to
pass Michael... it was probably my best win.

How would vou like to be
remembered in the sport?

Looking at how Stirling Moss has made a
career out of fimishing second in the waorld
championship, then I hope that 30 vears
down the line, [ can still be actively making
a pound despite never having won the title.

How do you think the sport will
actually remember you?

I won't stay highest British points scorer for
tong — Lewis will steamroller through that,
and all it really represents is longevity. I'm
not really that publicly motivated. It would

be nice for people not to think 1 was an idiot,

bt we all like some people based on how we
think they might be, and we all dislike some
people without actually knowing them. So in
the end, does it really matter?

...J
retiring driver, it’nmpth:igtnmfu: Lt
fhrmummtnrhdﬂmtﬂm i
15 years of competition. There are ple
mﬁwhwﬁm&mmh i
Eniﬂipdmndhhhhwuﬂmﬁgﬁ“
at school? Equally, a superstitious mind
mlﬂmnnimvhb]htymﬂuﬁuthﬁiﬂgl
career victories number an ‘unlucky’ 13... 1;
But how about this: mthmmk{n; .:_
memtharﬂutphmmshﬂlﬁtm
ago in France, D-C'nﬁntauﬁuumt&mf
hm;tﬂfmndan&uﬂwmtnl’tbnphﬁh.r f
then ensure their parents knew they'd {
|

escaped unscathed. In real life, away frnm U
thebuhﬂenfthehplﬂdnd:,hhﬂrﬁ ;
instinets were not for himself but others.

It's another facet of the character that
maide him obey those infamous team 2
orders. Is that a lack of competitive edge,
or something else? Perhaps we should forget
about “David Coulthard, plucky loser” and
try this for size: "David Coulthard, not quite
selfish enough to win the championship.”
History probably won't remember DC the
racing driver that way. But there could be
many worse trbutes to DC the man, Fu




Once upon a time, circuits had wall-af-death banking: Drivers got a clip round the ear —
for damaging the lawn. And title showdowns were held in car parks. F1 races have,
never been held in more unlikely places than these... =

ALAN HENRY AAT ARCHIVES

OBEY 71 racine wovemser 2008



t's hard to know what the FIA might
say if vou suggested that a modern
F1 cirenit would include a trackside
pub, at which the competitors could
stop for refreshment should it take
their fancy. Or that the weekend's
practice, qualifving and race schedule
be arranged to accommodate the local
railway train schedule, Or indeed that the
race should take place in a hotel car park.
Modern circuits are thought by some
people to be antiseptic and just a little hit
predictable. But it wasn't always so0. These
five former F1 tracks have long sinee been
consigned to the pages of the sport's history
hooks, but deserve to be recalled for their
sheer insanely fascinating appeal, colour
and off-beat charisma...

|

The cars tackie the Sosthers Losg before heading back
up the awinbabe during the 1958 German Grasd Prix

AS STIRLING MOSS once rightly
pointed out, to stage the 1959 German
Grand Prix at Avus seemed the most
extraordinary decision given that its
regular venue, the 14-mile Niirhurgring
Nordsehleife was one of the most epic
and challenging circuits in the world.

Put simply, the Avus circuit amounted
to a couple of flat-out blasts down opposing
lanes of an autobahn near Berlin, linked at
one end by a hairpin and at the other by
a perilously dangerous, 180-degree banked
turn. Pre-war it had been a prestigious
venue at which the Nazi-backed Mercedes
and Auto Unions had flexed their high-
speed muscles in front of the adoring
crowds. Yet by the late 10508 Berlin waz an

isolated and beleaguered city smack in the
middle of Russian-controlled East Germany
and access for those who opted to drive to
the race rather than fly was full of time-
consuming pitfalls and bureaucratic delays,
Althoungh British star Tony Brooks won
the grand prixat the wheel of the elegant,
front-engined Ferrari Dino 246, it was for
non=F1 accidents during the course of the

i
weekend that this event was to be primarily ’

remembered. Frenchman Jean Behra
shotuld have been driving a Ferrari
alongside Brooks, but after an engine
failure in the French GP at Reims he'd got
intoa heated debate with team manager
Romolo Tavoni which ended with him
punching the hapless Italian.
Needless to say, Ferrar fired him on
the spot and he was reduced to driving
a Porsche sports car in the supporting
race at Avus. Tragically, Behra lost control
on the treacherously rain-slicked track
surface and was thrown out of his car
against one of the flag poles at the top
of the banking. He was killed instantly.
Bv amazing contrast, wacky Dutch
aristocrat Carel de Beaufort survived
without a scratch after he too vaulted
over the banking in his Porsche, landing
with a spine-jarring crash in the paddock
g0ft below, Unflustered, he selected first
gear and accelerated back into the race. »
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OK, S0 LONGFORID wasn't technically
an Fi1 eircuit im the strictest semnse of the

word. However, it did hast a round of the
prestigions Tasman championship during

. the 19608 when contemporary grand prix
4 cars competed at this wild and woolly
= 4.5-mile road circuit about 15km south

of Launceston in northern Tasmania.
ot i1s claimed, Longford was the fastest
track in the southern h|_'||'|i~.i'|h|_'|‘|_'._ consisting

of a suceession of sharp corners linked by
long straights which were nothing more
than country roads lined with thick hedges,
Features which would propel FIA circuit
inspectors into a state of apoplexy included
the so-called “flving mile’ - a high-spesd
jump over a railway level crossing = a brick

LONGFORD

CIRCUIT LENGTH: 4.500 MILES |
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and a sharp right-hand turn in front of a
well-patronised pub in Longford village
centre, Legend has it that Aussie racer Lex
Davidson erashed into the pub, leapt from
his car and headed for the bar. He had no
cazh, g0 the localz stood him a round

It was known for practice to be stopped
for an unscheduled train Lo cross the circuit
at the level erossing. And there was also the
occasion when some suitably tanked-up labe-
night revellers set fire to one of the wooden
bridges. Only the prompt intervention of
the local fire brigade ensured that the
racing could continue the following day,

Yet Longford was also undeniably
dangerous, In the 1964 Tasman Series Bruce

The field head down ko the viaduct back in 1968. Left, Jack
Brabham blasts throwgh the viadecd in his epaaymaus racer

McLaren fielded a couple of specially
prepared 2. 5lir Climax-engined Cooper
single-seaters for himself and the brilliant
American rising star Timmy Maver, who had
heen signed to drive alongside him in the 64
Cooper team to contest the F1 world tite
Maver, whose elder brother Teddy would
g0 on to become a director of the emergent
MeLaren team, lost control under braking
for one of the tight corners during practice
and smashed into a -:_'|:-|,||||-.' of trees, The car

was ripped in two, the impact unsurvivable.

oy i
:':j.lll-'

fCiRcur iENGTH: So00MiEs

THE LATE DENIS Jenkinson, a revered
motarsport journalist, once said his abiding
memory of Aintree concerned the stink from
the public urinals. In that respect, the
famous Liverpool circuit, which hosted

the British Grand Prix in 1955, 57, '59,

‘61 and "62, was hardly up w |Il'. Monte Carlo
in the :-.|||'|]:|i.h1i.|'.;|1i.|||'| stakes, but if's f|:1|:l|||_'.'
remembered by those who competed there.



MALLORY PARK

CIRCUIT LENGTH: 1,350 MILES

Aintree, of course, had been home of the
Grand National and many other prestigions
horse racing events for decades prior to
the acquisition of the track by the wealthy
Topham family, who purchased the estate

LIKE BRANMDS HATCH, '."rl."l”nr:.' Park
started life as a grasstrack motoreycle circuit,
and it wasn't until the mid-1950% that the
venue laid a Tarmac surface and began to
gain a reputation as one of the most popular
club racing locations on the UK calendar,

[ 1962 the track earned the distinction
of becoming possibly the most unlikely
venue in the UK to stage an F1 race, albeit
a non-championship affair, which offered
a prize fund of 2,000 guineas - £2,100 in
real money — which, as Autospor! reported
was “a fair amount of ackers for a matber
of 100 miles”,

from Lord Sefton just after World War I1.
The matriarchal Mrs Mirabel Topham,

a former Galety Girl, was one of the key
driving forces behind the track’s parallel
development as a F1 circuit - the first world

Prancing course: Mike Hawiharn powers his ferrari around the fameus Grand Natioxal frack on his way (o third in 1857

Amazingly, considering just how narrow
the track was, the grid lined up in a tight
4-3-4 formation, with Jim Clark’s Lotus
on pole ahead of the similar cars of Jack
Brabham and Graham Hill = plus John
Surtees’s Bowmaker team Lola on the
outside of the front row, Surtees made
a brilliant start and led all the way to finish

I:h-!hll':-rfimhnil-?.m-llﬂl
and Wilson Fitipaldi at Shaw's hairpia ln 1872 F2 race

a commanding 18.2secs ahead of Brabham.
[t was a somewhat processional event to
mark the first and only occasion that F1 cars
competed at the tight Leicestershire circuit.

Yet there were other episodes worth
recalling at Mallory Park. Former F1 driver
Innes Ireland latterly became Autocar
magazine’s sports editor and memorably
rolled a costly 3.5ltr Mercedes S-class at
the tricky Devils' Elbow turn during an
impromptu demonstration run a few vears
later. And Jean-Fierre Beltoise, leading the
74 Mallory F2 international in a March-
BMW, suffered an engine failure of such
magnitude that pieces of steaming piston
shattered the windows of the timekeepers’
box on the startline.

championship round was held there in 1955.

Miemorably, this vielded a first grand prix
win for Stirling Moss, the 25-vear old British
driver keeping his Mercedes W96 half a
length ahead of team-mate Juan Manuel
Fangio in the sprint to the chequered flag. “1
know 1 was driving well that day,” said Moss,
“but, bay, the Old Man seemed to be able to
haul up alongside me whenever he liked."

In 1961 the race was held in the pouring
rain, vielding a convincing victory for
Wolfgang von Trips in his Ferrar 156. For
his team-mate Giancarlo Baghetti there were
other problems to be faced. After spinning
off in practice and colliding with one of the
jumps on the Grand National course, a cut-
glazs voice over the Tannoy summoned the
Italian to the stewards who roundly
admonished him for his carelessness,

A tantalising question to end on; did
the Tophams receive government money
to build their F1 circuit? Maybe. The
Birmingham Post on June 24 1953 reported
that the government had “sanctioned the
building of a new grand prix circuit at
Aintree”, Over to vou Gordon Brown... »
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ON THE FACE OF IT, vou might think
that there was nowhere more suitable for the
Fi business to have strutted its high-glitz
stuff than the massive car park surrounding
the biggest casino in Las Vegas. That's where
the world championship rolled up for two
consecutive races in 1981 and "82 on an
artificial circuit memorably described on his

. [aramd Y

LRTAT §

first encounber by 1980 world champion Alan
Jones as a “goat track dragged down from the
. Even now, almost 30 yvears later,
that seems like a pretty accurate assessment.

mountains

Vepas was simply sweltering = a dry,
furnace-like heat which seemed to sear your
lungs with each and every intake of breath.

The track seemed pointless, dodging around

i

;.
|

.

s

Pl

Michele Albareln an his way b viclary ot the 1882 Las Vegas BP. Top: F1 in an eversized pob car park was never going to wark
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between artificial conerete barriers. The

"81 race was a championship shoot-out
between Jones's Williams team-mate Carlos
Reutemann, who'd been dominant in
qualitving, and Brabham’s Nelson Piguet,

As it turned out, Jones won the race
commandingly, his last F1 success before
going into temporary retirement.
Reutemnann faded to seventh, losing
the title to Piquet by a single point.

After the race Reutemann, who was
roundly hated by Jones after he'd ignored
team orders to beat him at Rio earlier in
the year said, “OK, Alan. Well goodbye
- shall we bury the hatchet?” Jones looked
at him for a moment before replying,
“Yeah, in vour fucking back, mate.”

In 1982 the race also turned out to
be a title=clincher for Keke Rosberg. The
man who replaced Jones at Williams as
de facto team leader pipped MeLaren’s
John Watson for the crown.

At the end of the race, won for Tyrrell
by the popular rising star Michele Alboreto,
the podium finishers had to wear Roman-
style laurel wreaths on their heads in true
Caesars Palace stvle. It was all about as
excruciatingly naff as anvthing F1 has
ever witnessed. And that, thank heavens,
was that for Las Vegas. P



HOW D0ES F13 GREATES
MOTORROME GET BUIT?

STUART CODUNG  Tuesday morning, early, and a truck emblazoned

CHARLES COATES /LAT . iy . F SR T i i
with the iconic Red Bull logo reverses carefully
through the gates of Monza. It's emptied quickly,
leaving a pile of flight cases and steel trusses,
and then it departs. Others are coming — 22 of
them — and with the help of a pair of cranes,
within 36 hours the various pieces will have been
conjured into the Red Bull Energy Station. It’s
not the tallest motorhome in F1, but since it
caters for two teams — and anyone who walks
through the door - it's definitely the widest and
the busiest. This is how they (just about) do it...
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utting an F1 motorhome together used to
be simple: you drove your team bus into the
paddock, put an awning on the side and laid
oul the furniture. Jobs done, Then it got
corporate. The tents became walls with
smoked glass windows, People were never
sure whether they were allowed in or not, Until Red Bull turned up
and confused evervone by leaving their doors open.
“When we entered F1, one of the aims was to shake wp the paddock
a little bit,” sayvs Dominik Mitsch, Bed Bull's marketing manager, "Not
to treat guests in the same conservative way as many other teams
were, The Red Bull philosophy is to be very open, so the Energy
Station was designed to be an open house where everybody is
welcome. We didn't want to give people the feeling of being scared to
come in, For us, the idea was never to have the biggest motorhome.”
The current |",r||,'|'|;:c Station was |!:|I:'|:-||:,:||'|1 in for the 2007 Fi season
after Red Bull bought the Minardi team and decided to look after
both under one roof, It's two motorhomes in one, so while it’s
ovierlooked by near neighbours Foree India and Melaren, its
footprint’ 1s wider. The computerised architectural drawing is
fabulously complex. Every piece is accounted for and has its allotted
gpat in one of the 22 artics that transport it around Europe. It fits

P =
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Building work normally starts at 8am on
the Sunday - a week before the race

together in the same way every time and they have a specific method
of dismantling and packing — otherwise it might not all fit back in.

The trucks arrive in succession, depositing new containers just at
the right time to continue the build. The 32-man construction crew
starts with the if'ru;1|,||||,| floor — a network of steel trusses — then ﬁ.|}|i1.~i
into teams so that while one group is building the first floor, another
iz fitting out the interior of the ground floor.

The normal plan is to start at 8am on the Sunday - a week hefore
the race = and the trucks will often arrive on the Friday or Saturday,
depending on when they're actually allowed into the circuit. The erew
aim to hand over to the marketing team on the Tuesdav evening.

nﬂﬂk'm'llﬂ“ HEEE, therefore, present a major logistical

challenge. There are legal limits to how long truck drivers can work
without taking a break, so the Energy Station was being dismantled »
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almost as soon as the chequered flag flew at & by Monday night the
trucks were on their wav, finally arriving at Monza a few hours behind

leria Toro o the majority of their press conferences

his time there's a party for David Coulthard in the evening, As

Work resumes at 7am on Wednesday with the fitting-out of the
ground flo the team eating area, the offices for team management,

he morn | by
sk the wall panels are being craned into place. Inside, the familiar
lavout takes shape: tw 5 and the ‘flying buffet’ food service area

that =ends out around 2,000 dishes a weekend.

n’ m“mﬂa! mnrnl“ull a2 the pest
is F1 starts to turn up for work, the Ene v
There's evidence of the mad dash that over 48 hours transformed
a pile steel and glass into a motorhome, An air oon ioner in one of
up, but an engineer's on the w The tables are
= are having coffee. The doors, as ever, ane open. FU
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Streif was strugpling in ke Tyrrell.
Be crashed 2l Tabae on Satwrday
-ﬂﬂﬂI_I-
10th fap of the race, where he was

briefly trapged in his car. Sadly be
was paralysed tollewing an actident
in tegting at Rin twa years tater

9 A
1887 was the saly seasen the ‘1?"*1
Freachman speat In F1. In fe

USEDTOBE | === -
Amazing shots from
the days of yore

FEEL THE PINGH

The tight squeeze into Ste Dévote is
alwavs crucial. With a gruellin
ahead of them, every racer kno

1.I§5'I.‘I'Ii|'l,_l§, COTNer il :'l.'||'||'|::'|-:_'|:- 15 'I|'|1r |!!||:":'.

chance to overtake on the twisting streets.
In 1987 it was Satoru Nakajima's f
vigit to the Principality, an

is yellow, Camel-liveried machine is

ng the pinch from Ivan Capelli and

iilippe Alliot. The Japanese driver had
a long afternoon ahead of him, After
starting 17th he was eventually lapped

otus team-mate, race

winner Ayrion Senna. At the whee] of
the 99T, Senna recorded a debut win
{ ; ind the first of his

WANT THE CHANLE T0 WIN A
PRINT DF THIS GREAT LAT PHOTO?

g-competitions(E
srite ‘Haow

the first correct ent Iy drawn.

Who was disqualified fram the '87 Monace
GP for his part in 2 practice accident?

(a) Adrian Campos ; — - :ﬂm S
(b) Christian Danner 1 stparaly ' Muaarist

champisaship for entraats with Housz-backed March [which was

(<] Rabertn Moreno nermaly aspirated engiots, and in alsa spansored by Bizlal, Ivan Capell

1, the Tyrrell, Palmer eveatually wan Ghe Iook his Bicester-buill car to the fsal
competition ferms Jim Clark Cup, Be sow pwes Brands : paints slol in sixth. bfter 3 career
Mease refer to Hateh cirguil in the UK iad has won thiad toak him to Ferrar, Capell is

1k the tender o run Formeta 2 in 2008 naw in F1 commentating for Ralian TV
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Mid-waj taresgh his career,

de Cesaris maved ts Brabham for
"81. Prinr tn Mesace, the Malian took
§ pifium 3 5pa, despile runaing ol
of feel. At Manaca he failed ta fisish
ladees, be actsally ga 1 make the
flag at any race all year...

Fldgg h-l-f"

1

After taree seasans &t Tyrredl,
Brundiz switched (a Iaispesd in
1807, He was 1T al (he exd of the
first lap, bul wilh 2 slickiag clulsh
and heavy sieering be clawed his
Way 10 & plintdess seveath al

]

Later araund the opesing fap, Be two
ligaers ol Araoix 3ad Eharani meds
cantact al Loews bairpia... and ik
were farced to it in their Megatron:
powertd machimes, Areiux olimadely
finished 111h after yel mare contact
with de Cesaris amd Pairese

il

Immediziely after this piclure wis
taken, Rakzjima [father of corrent
Williams moan Karehi] beunced mdn
It 3ir &5 his Bpady2ars taagled wilh
thise of Capelli and Alliot. It was 2
toagh race far the Japaness driver,
wha finished 101h

The Frenchman was the quickes
ban-lnrda reaaer early i e
weekend, but started 1Eth in the sale
larrausse lola. Ten laps after this
tangle. Nakajima was back ahead and
Kltint fell behind the Ligiers, retiving
with engine prodlens on lag 42

 The Italian speal eight seasons in

Formaka | - mestly at the tail of the
leld for teams swch a5 Osella and
Iakspeed. In his carter he estered

111 pranés prin but failed tn qualify
for 37 of them. His best result for

Ligher In 1887 was seventy
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GAPORE GP

Fernando Alonso picks up the pieces after Ferrari are blinded by the lights

hat vou love about Renault is their

ace in history,

104
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=] precision; their penchant

for saphisticated jargon: “Okay
Fernando. hut drive like hell,
[|| at'=z all s va gotls 1 da.,

15 will live up there with the
unds and smells of the first F1 night

let alone the first street race

in downbown Singapore. A solitary planet
Jupiter, I think - looked down upon the

grid as the F1 luminaries assembled for the

t. There's no doubt upon which group
varthies it was asting its I'|'|;|J.'1E|_'.. and
upon which group it wasn't.
The Renault bovs were almost too fast
in the hlli|11-1]]'| to Singapore, Fernando,

SAVOUTINE 1|'|q' bumps ane 1 l;||1'- 1|:11|]| and the
weird ¢

and d {

and third practice, . '.:M the left- tl sot-friendly
Hiteo brakes and \t-.-r-;u- curve that




people were milling around the paddock with

smiles = an Alonso-Benault package that
looked as if it was going to annoy even the
best from Ferrari and McLaren.

Until a fuel pump failed on the Renault
at the start of Q2 - the sort of problem vou
used to read about on a list of retirements
in 19805 race reports, If it was going to
happen to any team, it was going to happen
to no=frills, let's-be-honest Renault (in
contrast with the mysterious Honda team,
who on Sunday would describe Rubens
Barrichellos retirement as “not fuel-related,
and that's all™.)

Fernando did his usual pare fermé thing
at this point. Climbing from his car out near
Nicoll Highway, he noticed he was on the
big screen, and with his helmet in his hands
said, “Why is it always me, me, me...? [ am
brilliant around here, totally brilliant. And
vet now [ am nowhere. Nowhere!™

Back in the real world, Pat Symonds,
Alan Permane, Bob Bell and evervone else
at Renault shrugged their usual shrugs and
returned to basics. They certainly weren't
going to win in Singapore now, but it was
still going to be a race of variables: a one-
stopper from 15th on the grid? Nah, it would
be too much for the Bridgestone super-softs
and probably too much for the Hitcos. The
other extreme, then: a mega three-stopper,
eliminating the fast-graining super-softs in
a short, place-stealing first stint. Nothing
new in that; lots of drivers have raced like
this from nowhere, The difference was that
Renault and Fernando were going to be the
only game in this particular town that would
stop as early as lap 12. Had it been later
- had Fernando qualified top 10, in other
words — it would have been another story.

You know the rest of it; Melson Piquet,
Fernando's out-of-depth team-mate, spun
into the wall on lap 14. In accordance with
Formula 1's safety-first rules that have
been in force since 2007, this caused the
pitlane to be closed while the Safety Car
was dispatched. Those who didn’t need to
stop - Jarno and old Fisi - zapped quickly
up the lap-charts. Those who were magically
scheduled to stop just before the pitlane
closed = like the Red Bull boys - were
looking good, Those who had to stop for
fuel when it weas closed — Nico Rosberg and
Robert Kubica = incurred stop-go penalties.
And those who could wait a few minutes
more all rushed in together when the pitlane
re-opened - in Ferrari's case, doubling-up
their stops under the pressure of combat,
ripping fuel lines out of their tanks and
scattering mechanics as they did so.

DID YOU KNOW?

B Alonszo iz the seventh winner
feam P fafth different foam His
yer. e more wowld meatch
rafs and 20073, but be shar

of the 11 from 7 heames of 1082

B Ferrari's .'-.'-'.'i.'l'-.' t0 SCOrE points
medans that their 5
races in the points stops af 46,

nine shy of thefr record 55 from

Malagsia 1996 fo Molaysio 2009

[Flawin's response wasn't hroadeast far some reasmL..

Nico Rosherg Maished secand in the Williams, despile having
4 stap-pa pesaify for refeeiing when the pitiane was closed

Lewis played Ihe sambers game, settling for third place,
Increasing his drivers chamgiansiay leat to seven paints

“Nam, fees.. difereat” Nassa was given the green byt s
go betare ferrari Nnished refeeiiong, Ending his Aapes o 2 wa

LTI bl

B However, Sehastion Viettel's
fifth for Toro Rosso did r'\.'l'l'_li' the
SEQUECE (OIg for a Ferrar-
povered car in the points. This

FreLL Bferenls ot A POCES

For the rest of the night it was almost a
breese for Fernando, With a one-two in early
sight, Ferrari were out of it when Felipe
Masza was prematurely signalled to depart
from the pit, forcing a detachment of
mechanics to run down the pitlane in pursuit
of Felipe and his fuel umbilical cord, Kimi,
stacked behind, could only sit and stare.
Liewis, meanwhile, was caught first in the
general pitlane mayhem and then on the
road for 22 long laps behind either Wehber,
an intransigent DC, or both of them.

Fernando, by contrast, was able to settle
back and listen to a new type of radio
message: "Okay Fernando. Nico's got to
stop for a penalty. Don't panic. You're
effectively leading by 12 seconds and
pulling away at a sevond a lap...”

It was perfect. Fernando could run two
stz of Bridgestone hards through the bulk
of the race, while evervone around him tip-
toed home on the softer compound. His
Hiteos, never punished by high fuel loads,
stayed solid. He was, for the most part, out
there on free road, away from the erad and
the heat thrown up by the long chains of cars

Alonso is great with
bumps and camber
changes - nobody
does it better

AERR DAL FLAT; MARK, THOMFSOR AGETTY IMAGES: Rk F

trapped behind the Jarnos and the DCs. And,
as we had alreadv been reminded in practice,
Fernando is fabulous on this sort of circuit,
by which we mean a track with short, darty
corners (corners short enough not to do too
much damage to the tyres) and lots of
bumps and camber changes around which

to re-position the car, Fernando is at his
best when he has to land from a high kerb
and still manage to find a traction-efficient,
bobble-free exit. Nobody does it better,

3

3

R S :,
!IHI Hﬂl“ﬂnlﬂ by contrast, brushed o
a chicane-kerb speed-bump on entry with g
four laps to run, bounced wide, took off on :.
the next set of kerbs and slammed his Ferrari &
into the neat-looking Tecpro barriers (for ...
this was the first race to be held in modern _—.

e

times without tyre walls). Unlike Fisi, who'd »
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B Fernando Alonsa’s win medans
thert 2008 hos so for seen 14
|.'|'|','|'.--.--_-_-.' adrivers on 'l'!l.' l|:-'l'|'|".'.'.-.'
arid 14 different drivers hoaw
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thumped head-on into the same barriers the
day before, Kimi did a nice job of trying to
get the Ferrari side-on before impact. It was
too late, though: the damage was done,
Thev'd been driving for nearly two hours, For
some drivers = Robert K and Kimi, one
suspects = the race was 15 laps too tough.
Mind you, having to follow old Fisi around
Singapore for half an hour or so would be
enough to give anvone a headache,

Felipe, in the other Ferrari, was delayed
yet further by a drive-through penalty
{unfair, considering that Felipe had done
nothing wrong; it was the team wheo had
released him early); Heikka again was
confounded by the McLaren's temperature-
sensitive Carbone Industrie brakes; the
super-thin Robert K developed a thumping
headache because of the bumps; and Lewis
also glazed his Cls on his way to a delicate
but points-significant third. The only
unanswered question was how Nico, who
was also on Cls, managed to finish second
after starting eighth — especially after losing
a ton of time behind the ultra-heavy Jarno
and also with a 10-second stop-go.

The answer is that he was leading
Fernando by 23 séconds and Lewis by 27
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Fereondy Alempa Frot
Mica Rasherg Willors
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Mick Heideld BTN Soter
David Coutthard Lad Bol Rocing
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Rk Mervabaiaen Voo lersdss
Robert Kabica 20 Sacber
Flige Massa Fner
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Kimi Eaikkines [
Reteed  Jormo Trolli By
fetesd  Adrien Sefll Fove i
Rafeed  Mark Wbl Fnd Bl Rocing
Reteed  Robens Barrichello ond:
Bemed  Mekion Piquet focut
*strfed from pithne

| Muiloren-Mercedes 1355 7 Red Bull Roding 28t
2 Ferori 1345 8  Williams 26p
3 BMW Sawber 120pt: 9 Henda 14;%
10 Force India Oyis
11 Super Aguri Oy
Tora Rosso 31pks
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A tuel pumy probies |eft Alonss 15th oa e prid, bel his pace in practice proved be might kave wan without tbe luck of the Safety Car

seconds when he finally came in for his
penalty, Twenty-three seconds. And he had
that margin because it took the officials 10
long laps to impaose the penalty in the first
place, Quite a lot of people were outraged
by this, but BMW know the other side of the
story: Robert was running fourth (trapped
behind Jarno and Fisi) when he stopped for
his penalty on lap 27 (the lap before Nico's
penalty stop). Because of track pesition,
Robert’s penalty dropped him to dead last,
s0 in this sense the officials are home and
dry: it was good old luck of the draw. In the
meantime, though, vou can bet that the Fi
team “analysts”™ will be incorporating

DRIVER STANDINGS

POSITION DR

Lewits Homilion B oMo
Felipe Masse oo

Rodbert Kubioa B Soube
Kimi Bgikkinen fe

Hick Hidfeld 200 Soshe
Heskhi Kevohamen oloes- e s
Feramada Alonse froo
Seberrtian Vatel T Fom
Jare Tralll Tz

Tima Glodk Toyoin

Mark Webbes Fad 5.l fove
Hioa Rederg Wiem

Nelsgen Piguat vz
Robees Barrichedle Hond:
Kazvhi Nokafima icr
David Coolrhord Red 5 fzcimg
Sébeatien Beurdeis T frue
lenzen BaFoa i
Giarorla Fiskhella oo nda
Adrios Sefil Fore nde
Tolwma Sate Supir Ao
Aatheny Davidsen S lou
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Nansa takes his 2018 career victay - there prabably weald
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Williams" brilliant new pit-under-penalty
strategy into their ever-widening databases,
Luck of the draw, ves — plus the magic

from the planet that watched over ours on
this hot, tropical night. Lewis regained the
six points he lost in Belgium. The Renault
bays, rocked by a barren patch and by the
passing of great guys like Dino Toso, Bill
Millar and Robin Grant, deserved their fillip.
And Sir Frank Williams and Tovota had
good nights too, Just as Formula 1 dazzled
the fans = a global TV audience of
1oomillion, plus 100,000 there on the night,
were all spellbound by a Singapore dressed
in the magical lights of Valerio Maioli. PO
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ALONSO'S STOCK RISES

Double champ’s economic driving exposes Lewis and Felipe’s tendency to crash

here’s a seductive piece of Fuji road From low-grip Friday to semi-wet of room for braking, he and the Mclaren
between the exit of the famous Turn 5 Saturday there was only one place to watch looked as cool and sharp as a bullet train
right-hander {or 100R - as in, 100- Fuji 08: you found a small slot between two  to Tokyo on a heetic Monday morning,
degree radius) and the entry to the Turn ~ grandstands. You found the Turn 5 and 6 Fernando was next best, because he was
6, left-hand hairpin. It's where Alonso lost transition point. And vou stood there for just o0 beautifully fluid through 5, a man
his McLaren in a big way in the wet last year.  hours on end, perfectly in the target line. who was now savouring every millisecond
He was fabulous through 5, as always... but Lewis was the standard-setter, Fast, clean,  of a racing driver's life, especially when
then kind of forgot there was this boring old linear and quick — he was always perfectly he’s got the R28 abzolutely screwed up two-
slow corner looming. He braked with load - positioned by the exit of the sixth-gear thirds of the way through the corner and is

the left rear flicked him into the inside wall. corner. Centre-left of the road, leaving acres conducting, with his hands, arms and feet,




the ever-evolving minuet that the back of the
Renault has chosen to dance with the front.
A shimmy, and then hard braking against
load into 6. Fifth-fourth-third... No grip, no
apex! But Fernando iz already back on the
half-power, looking for traction on the exit.

Of course there were other stars. Webber.
Massa. The two Finns. Vettel, Nico and
Nakajima. Glock and Trulli. Everyone had
their moment. Only Lewis and Fernando,
though, were flush where they wanted to be.
Every lap. Every session.

Then there were the BMWSs. Into Turn 6
there was the astounding sound of Robert
and Nick braking down into an even lower
gear = into a high second, you guessed,
when evervone else was falling no lower than
third. It looked awkward. It sounded odd,
particularly as the BMW exhaust note has
that death-rattle hollowness on over-run.

Despite that Robert Kubica qualified P&,
and qualified about as well as any human
being can qualify a car that looks as knife-
edgy az a Red Bull and has to stutter down
to second for Turn 6 (see N Heidfeld, who
qualified P16), before finding himself in
an early lead of the Japanese Grand Prix,

You know the reason: the Bridgestone
compounds were conservative for this race
(thanks to the abrasiveness of the surface);
the ambient was only 15C; Kimi's much
lighter Ferrari beat Lewis into the Tumn 1
braking area; and virtually evervone braked
too late, even though they knew there were
going to be dramas, Why? Because evervone
also knew there are aboul three acres of run-
off area on the outside of Turn 1 at Fuji...

S0 Fernando locked up. In the BMW,
Robert winced as he lost the front and just
knew he was going to ram someone — but
then put his head down as it all unfolded in
front of him: Lewis zapped from Kimi's tow
down the inside, ran long, Kimi straightened
up in gympathy, Heikki hit Kimi on the
right... and suddenly Robert had an apex
a metre to the right and free road ahead.

Robert Kubica led from P6, and led pretty
convincingly, given that there were Renaults,
MeLarens and Ferraris not too far behind
him. He then drove absolutely in the zone,
While Lewis, his tyres massively flat-spotted,
went off again at Turn 3. And Massa, who
could have scored in this race big time,
side-swiped Lewis from the Turn 11 apex
kerbs. Robert looked fast but not crazy-fast.
He looked like a genuine potential winner,

Az we now know it, Robert in that first
stint of three was actually driving on the
edge of Bridgestone graining. Fernando was
a blur in his mirrors, never more than 3secs

DID YOU KNOW?

B The lead changed hands

1oy fimes during the roce, which
i5 the highest number sinee the
porri Nialian Gramd Priv when
there were 25 changes of Tead

B Séhastien Bourdais” three laps
i i fead means he (s e 1500
driver to lead o roce this year,
wihich Hes the F1 record sel in
1954, 1950, 1957, 1960 anid Tr7s

Heikki Kovaluimen's race ended after just 16 laps doe b 3 very
rare Mercedes engin failure - the first in fwo years, in fact

behind. Robert, fighting understeer and

an unstable rear, had nothing more to give,

Mot that vou would have notieed it from the

oulside: superficially he looked immaculate.
The pitstops would decide it. BMW's best

hope was that Renault would be first to blink.
They weren't. Robert came in at the end

of lap 16. And BMW, of course, stuck to

strategy: they would run a 2g-lap middle

stint and therefore limit stint 3 to 21 laps

on the more fragile Bridgestone softs,
Thinking swiftly, Pat Symonds and

Alan Permane agreed to Alonso's request to

short-fuel. I say ‘decided’; we're talking about

B Fernando Alonso’s first and
Nelson Piquet’s fourth is the best
result for Renaull simee fie 2006
Japanese GP, when Alonso also
reon and Fistchella oame Lhird

fveryone braked
Jate at Turn 1 -
there’s about three
acres of run-off

two minutes of reaction time here, Two
minutes to win or lose a race.

There was another factor: Renault, unlike
BMW (but in common with McLaren) had
found the Bridgestone soft to be reasonably
raceable. BMW, by contrast, had found it
to be about as user-friendly as a German-
Japanese dictionary. Renault had the short-
fuel option; BMW couldn’t even consider it,

Thus Fernando, who stopped but a lap
after Robert, re-emerged ahead of him and
pulled away, given that his car was lighter.

"We think Robert is five laps heavier,” said
Dave Greenwood, Fernando’s race engineer
later. “You've got to get a gap so drive like
hell, mate, Drive like hell.”

“How's the car?” asked Robert’s engineer,
Antonio Cugquerella, near the end of stint 2.

“Understeer,” came Robert's muffled,
stress-laden reply. “Understeer and no
traction.” Ah, okay then.

flmlﬂﬂl m ““ ahead of par when

he entered the pitlane for the second time,
and so, barring a refuelling problem, this
Japanese GP; this non-Safety Car Japanese »

W This was the goth ime that
Kimi Raikkiinen has gqeealified
o the front row, and Hre first
tire inJapar. He's now 186h
art the all-time front row list




GP would not only be a one-four for
Fernando and Nelson, but the first Benault
back-to-back since the glory days of mid-"o6.
By now, Lewis and Felipe were nowhere,

Both had been penalised: Lewis for being one

of many who had locked up at Turn 1; Felipe
for colliding with Hamilton. Plus, Heikki's
Mercedes engine, despite having been nursed
through Singapore at 18,000rpm, bizarrely
lost an inlet valve early on,

Back in the other podium positions,
though, Kimi was all over Robert Kuhica.
Robert quickly grained his tyres in stint 3
and so backed away, allowing them to clean.
Then he flat-spotted his fronts in traffic.
After which he had Kimi under his rear
wing, tryving to tease him into a mistake.

And yet, in some of the best bits of driving
vou'll see all vear, Robert made no more
mistakes. We know how difficult his car was:
we heard about the understeer and the poor
traction, and the propensity to grain its tyres.
We knew, too, about the ratios that BEMW
were having to run. And we could see how
relatively fast Kimi's Ferrari was on the
straight and how the Ferraris had been able
to pass other cars as they ducked out of the
tow. When Massa, on new hard tyres, caught

JAPAN RACE RESULTS

RESULT  DETVER 1O 2 ]
RALE T POSITION
Ist Fermande Aloase Frout Ih30mZ ) B8 dth
ind Rkt Mbion B Sk #5.080s i
H Kimi Riikkinen frooi #4400 Ind
it Helpon Figual oot +20.570 126
i Jarne Trell Toyee +2376Ts h
b Sebottian Veltel b fxne +39.207s i
it Falipr Messa fono el |56 b1
Bh Mark Webber fd Bull Brcing +50.8115 13
o Nick Heideld BVN Souber #5401 2% |éh
b Sibaestien Bowrdals T e $59. 0B85 1i0eh
Iith Mo Resberg Wilon +h1.0%s 15
|k Lowis Homilnom MclmorVoedes  +72.900% ]
131 Rubens Borrichella Honda +] g 1th
148 lensen Buiten Hond: +1 I 18t
158 Nozeki Mokjime Wikors sy l4th
Bafied  Gloscarle Fisichells Focs lnde 11 kgn — qeesban  T0vh
Beteed  Heikki Kovoloinen Meloendlenndes 15 bops—eogine 3
Eefied  Advien Sutil Fons Indo Sl pocire 15
Beteed  Time Glack loyots & b — dome it
Reted  Devid Coalibard fad Boll xcing Ogs-colin 116

"inchdes Fisac pengy for 1oz infringement
CONSTRUCTORS' STANDINES

1 Ferrari 142p T Red Bull Roding 295t
2 Miclaren-Mercedes 1350 8 Willioms 26pt:

3 BMW Souber 128t 9  Henda 14

'5_| Renault bbsts 'Fl:l Force India 0p%
5 Toyeta S0yt 11 Super Agur O
6 Tero Rosso 34pts
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Webber, who was on ratty, one-stop softs, he
learnt that “After vou, Claude” is not part of
the Aussie's vocabulary, Webber staved dead
to the inside on the main straight, inducing
Massa to dodge left as the braking area
loomed. Yet strangely, Massa moved further

still to the right, over the painted pitlane exit.

Massa, who would later hit Bourdais as Séb
ran up on the Turn 1 kerbs after a pitstop,
seemed reluctant to pass anyone on the
middle of the track all day.

Robert's braking in the BMW was
millimetre-perfect; Kimi had him lined up
for plenty of tow-zaps but ultimately the
move depended upon Robert locking an

DRIVERS' STANDINGS

POSTION  DRNVER ROUNDS

i |
st Liwis Hamion Vil zes Meriedes i 4 0
B Felpe Messa fenx o0 010
3 Rabert Kubio 20 Soe: s
th Kired RihBown Foni e
Gh Mick Heidield BN Sabe TR
fh Heitki Kovaleioen Wclpwndlomece: 4 & 4
Tth Fernande Alosio oo’ 510
Bh Sebastion Vettel Lz e 0o
i Jorna Teolli 1rots [T
10 Merk Webber e E4 Bocee 02 2
It Time Glock foypone Do
Vi Wakson Figuet feoct 000
136 Wica Rasbeetg 1o & 0
I4f  Rubens Barrichells Fonks oo 0
156 Kezuki Nekeflme 11 7cm 20
Ibf Dowid Coulthard e Bl Bucing 000
|76 Sébostien Bowrdois ks o i 0 ol
|6 Jewsom Buttos Hodo 0 o0m
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Sebastien Bourdais fisally finished strongly i the Tora Rassa, only la be demeded from sixth to 10k after bis Tara 1 clash with Massa

inside front, or mavbe losing the rear a little,

depending upon his brake balance, And he
did none of that. Zero, Just perfection. And
with his Bridgestones at last beginning to

grain in the wake, Kimi backed away. Robert

finished P2, *This is as good as the Canada
win,” he said in his deadpan way.
Driveability: that's what BMW lacked in
the second-half of the vear. That's why they
ran that shorter gear at the hairpin. That's

why Robert had to make 130 additional gear

changes around Fuji. That’s why BMW were
more aggressive with their tyres. That's why

Renault have passed them. All of which only

enhanced the quality of Kubica's drive. F{)
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PRESSURE? WHAT PRESSURE?

Lewis ignores the critics and takes a flawless win in China. Next stop: Brazil...

& a seven-point margin a good outcome That's for the future; for now, sit back That's because Felipe Massa took second
for Hamilton, or not? Twelve months and enjoy another virtuoso performance place after he passed his team-mn
ago Lewis headed to the season finale in from the stunningly good Lewis Hamilton, Riikkinen on lap 49 of the race. Article 30.1
Brazil seven points up, only to miss out a driver who knows how to pass people about  of the F1 sporting regulations, “Team
on the drivers’ erown. Given the problems for  as well as he knows how to win from the orders which interfere with a race result are

Heikki in Japan and China — a blown engine  front. On a day when McLaren thrashed prohibited.” And when I pushed Eimi hard
due to a defective inlet valve at Fuji and Ferrari = when Lewis took the pole, set on the issue, a few minutes after the race,
a loss of engine pneumatic valve pressure fastest lap and led every lap that Heikki he was pretty cool: “I know what the team
in Shanghai - it would be a simple matter wovalainen did not (53-3) = Lewis earned expects and [ know what we want, which
for Felipe to win and for Lewis to retire. only & two-point margin for his efforts. is results. It's racing and 1 have nothing to

112
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“Er, pardon measiewr...” 5éb Bourdats ended Jarne Trulli's race
with this punt at the first corner, Enter Ralisn expletive here...

lose or win, I'm driving for the team, so it's
a normal situation.”

But the biggest problem for Ferrari
was Lewis's speed. He had the upper hand,
being a second quicker than either Ferrari
on his first flying lap of the circuit and
plaving with that nice fat cushion for the
rest of the weekend. In qualifving he didn't
feel the need to run the softer, faster
Bridgestones until the dving moments of
Qz, In 3, having lost the back end on Turn
7, he began his final lap with evervthing to
lose and about a minute and a half to go.

Sector 1: a tad off; sector 2: perfect; sector
3: perfect. That's about as near-perfect as it
can get, and the result was the pole by the
margin of 0.9sec — a huge margin, given that
Felipe was at that point a little lighter and
Kimi was exactly the same weight,

Consider, too, the sort of flak that flies
Lewis's way these days, He's one of about
15 drivers who locks up into Turn 1 on cold
tyres at Fuji and suddenly all the old cronies

DiD YOU KNOW?

B This was Melaren”

W Jenson Button fmled to score

Despite being surreanded by R3ikkdnen, Massa and Menso at the
Slart, Hamiltea bead them &1l o7 Ihe ling 2ad nEver [peked back

Helkki Kovalaines suffered 2 punciure oa lap 35, reining both
hits birthday and Mclaren's constructors’ champisaship hopes

B Both BMW

¥ drivers recorded

Fernanda Alpaso came ool iop in his firstiap dos! with the
beavier Beitki Kevalaines, whi had ariginally takes him at Tern 1

are coming out of the woodwork saying

that he can’t handle the pressure and

that he is lucky to be leading the drivers'
championship. Lucky to be leading the
championship! After drives like Silverstone
and Monaco - and, of course, Spa-gate.

Are these critics operating on planet earth,
you ask yourself? In China Mark Webber
waded in, as did Flavio Briatore, as in "Lewis
doesn't deserve to be world champion.™ This
said, coincidentally, after Fernando Alonso
had declared in China - in the presence of
Lewis — that he would be doing all he could
to help Felipe win the title.

The guy’s only 23,
for Pete’s sake,
and here they are,
siagging him off

The guy's only 23, for Pete’s sake, 2
he's only been racing in Fi for a year and
three-quarters. And here they are, slagging
him off. Could it be that theyv are er
Could it be that they resent his suceess?

No need to answer that. For his part,
Lewis answered with a BlackBerry on the
drivers” parade flat-top, happy-snapping
his way around the circuit while chatting
idly with Adrian Sutil, That was the first
thing he did to ease the tension.

The second was to lower his gold-tinted
Arai visor and make a perfect start to »
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complement his perfect pole. In Japan
he'd been a bit worried about the clutch
and indeed it had dragged at the release
point, slowing him relative to Kimi. For
China, MeLaren fitted a new elutch and
played fail-safe with the take-up. Lewis
was up and away and moving to the right,
closing Kimi's door, while the rest of the
pack were still sorting themselves out.

Then came the hard part = the part of the
race when the Ferraris, on new Bridgestone
softs, have plenty of grip and are not going
to let Lewis get away. The onlv way to fight B
them is to find a tenth here, a tenth there Total Gemination: Lewis ooks rather pleased with himsell 35 be celebrales his race win, poe pasition and fastest lap treble
and to forget about the stopwatch and the
laps to go. All that matters is the car, the to apply pressure behind them = look as semi-headless-chicken mode on Saturday,
tyres and the surface of the road. One though your granny could have done it. when they were changing nose profiles about
second becomes 1.3; 1.3 becomes 2.1, Of course, Ferrari had been hurt as regularly as Lewis was popping out of the
It's down to all the tiny details, [t's subtle somewhat by the conservative Bridgestone car for a quick stretch of the legs. The phone
and it's painstaking. It's an artist at work. tvre selection for this race - just as they lines between Bridgestone and Maranello

There were no glitches. There was one will probably be hurt by the medium-soft will probably be running hot for the next
nice, slow-speed oversteer slide, ves; there selection for Brazil. Bridgestone wanted to few days, but in theory there’s nothing that
was a question late in the race about the take no risks after Lewis's tyre dramas in can be done about it: compared with 2007,
failing light. Other than that - nothing, Turkey, and so ironically it’s now Ferrari Bridgestone will be running a full range
Lewis made it look easy. Made the hardest — who develop one-lap tyre temperatures harder in Brazil.
athletic job in the world - beating the two slower than MeLaren - who are paying The only remaining guestion is whether
Ferrari drivers when they've got good, that price. They couldn’t find any sort of the seven-point margin will be enough this
reliable race cars beneath them and no-one balance on day one in China and were in time around.., P

BRIVERS' STANDINGS
I FOTAL POSION  ([RNER
RACE TUAE
Lewis Homilion Milovmrloocades  ThIImET40% 13 | Lewis Hermiliga U mer-ermeiss
Filip M e 14,955 i I Felipe Metsa Fena
Kimi Ralkhasen fem + 154455 d [Eoberl Kibica AW Seobwi
Fernendo Klawsg ¥orout +18.370s fi Wimi Rodklkines for
Mick Heseeldl BV Bouter TR I 7 Mick Heseleld 2004 5ok
Kot Kabics B ke +33.21% / Femnends Klamia fet
Timo Glack fvs 41 11 [ T Heikki Kaveleings 1| oe-fleon
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Sebastion Vetiel foo foin 40 31% t 3 Jama Tralli Iryen
Berwid Comlrhand Bed Bl Eroig L ET f et Tirea Gileck Yot
Rulens Barrkhels Hondy 350813 | | Mork Webber 2ed Bl focivg
Kareki Neksjima i HHLEATS 7 Nelsen Figue fent
Sibosfien Bowrdain oo oo 31 4575 Nico Rasherg Wiioms
Mark Webibser i ful Ring L FE 144 Aubias Berichlls oo
Hice Roskerg Wikkorr ¢l lp 15 Kareki Hokojime 1 5o
Jemion Bution Hordg #1lp 168 Dawid Comlihard ind Bl Roring
i Gioncarle Fisicvella Foce Inde +1 lep Sebastion Boerdals Lo o
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1  Ferrari 15805 7 Red Bull Rocing 297 . 0 ANGHAI
2 Maloren-Mercedes 14505 8 Willioms Dbt ;
3 EMW Souber 135p% 9  Hoada 14k
4  Remault 72pts 10 Ferce India Opts
5 Toyotra 52pn
& Toro Rosso 34pn
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forthright views from our man inside the F1 paddock

n order to ensure that the F1 world does not over-react to

the ‘global economic crisis’ let’s remember a few truisms.

Thanks to the foresight of the FIA and their ‘frozen’
regulations, F1 engines are now in tune with the austerity of the

era. F1 engine programmes were cheaper only

in the Cosworth days, and there are currently
enough manufacturers around to guarantee
a healthy supply to all teams.

In other words, don't tamper with engine
rules: they're okay, and we now have KERS
a5 an added PR bonus, Tighten the rules, or
turn them "greener’, or reduce revs, or change
the exhaust note and you run the risk of
whisking a manufacturer ar four out the door,

Sueeessful teams will generate income;
unsuecessful teams will struggle. 1t is the law
of the jungle; it is a part of evolution. Midfield
teams don't need two windtunnels and 8oo
employvees = in this era the teams need to be
efficient and adaptable. We need to maximise
the depth and breadth of Fi technology: if you
can buy engines from a rival team then you
can also buy segments of their technology.

farmutz 1 |s making moay, but to ensare gruwth why el
perseade qovernments ko invest in 12ams as well 25 new circuits

F1 continues to thrive. What other sport
in this era is expanding at the rate of F1,
with new races in India and Abu Dhabi
complementing recent success in Singapore

“formula 1 will thrive
- what other sport is
expanding like this?”

and Valencia? For making these races happen,

Bernie Ecclestone is entitled to every penny
he earns. And let's learn from that: if we can
persuade povernments to underwrite Fi
events, then those same governments can
fund new Fi teams; in time we could have
Forces Japan, China, Abu Dhabi, USA and
Russia. [1's the future... as pathlit by Bernie.
We should refrain from reflex reactions
to what the media perceive as “crises”. To
continue to expand, and to attract new money
for both races and our teams, our industry
must be seen to be stable, logically managed
and publicly aware {in the media-friendly
sense of the word). Constant change produces
uncertainty; uncertainty induces mass panic;
and mass panie dries up the money supply, as
shown by the global meltdown.

BAN THE SAFETY CAR LOTTERY
FOR THE SAKE OF FAIR RACING

FERRARI'S FELIPE MASSA is, of course,
correct when he calls for an end to the
current Formula 1 Safety Car regulations:
they are ridiculous, in the way they decide
the outcome of a race. I'm also energised by
his novel suggestion that the race should be

Felipe Massa wanls In see an end tn (he corvesd Sately Car
regekilians, hecause of the way (hey can mfsence he sutcome

wion by the fastest driver in the fastest car,
What a great idea? So let’s eliminate race fuel
in the third session of qualifving, mandatory
pitstops and the ban on teams running

spare cars. Why don't we go back to where
we were in the mid-1980s, before Ferrari
pushed for a return to refuelling in order
that their thirsty Vi2 could compete with

the more efficient Vios,.,

FORMULA 1 NEEDS TO SELL ITSELF MORE

image in all areas of the
globe., Drivers should
devote a minimuam number

F1 DOESNT need to be
‘ereener’. Efficiency is
what F1 brings to the
world - like today's F1
engines using less fuel
over two laps of Fuji

than a Range Rover over

the same distance when
driven on the doaor

handles. What Fi lacks is
the media infrastructure
to demonstrate this
efficiency to the outside
world. We do a terrihle
job of selling our sport.
F1 as an industry should
have o vast media
division co-ordinating its

of days per year as
ambassadors of F1,
particularly during the
close-season. The

environmental, financial,

exposure, marketing and
bechnology messages
should be uniform and
carefully disseminated.

-

Ta heip F1 commanicate better, mmumlu-ﬂ
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have to confess that, in recent years, I have found myself
frequently ill at ease with the manner in which Max Mosley
operates in the role of FIA President, but I have to say that

[ am 100 per cent behind him when he says that the F1 business

could be in very serious difficulties unless it
takes drastic and far-reaching cost-cutting
measures over the next couple of vears,

Alright, alright, it’s a bit like the recent
‘nationalisation” of some leading high-street
banks, I find myself instinctively railing
against state intervention, be it Gordon
Brown lecturing us on the Cabvinist values
of thrift, or Mr Mosley effectively sending
miessages to robust entreprencurs like Ron
Dennis and Frank Williams over how they
should run already successful companies,

I think that if F1 wants to continue to
look relevant and responsible at a time
when the world seems on the edge of
an economic recession it needs to be PR
savvy, with something a it more imaginative
than green grooves on Bridgestone tyres to
persuade TV viewers it's trving to emphasise
an environmentally sympathetic dimension.

One of the biggest problems on the
ceonomic front has been the long-established
helief amongst the teams that they are
fundamentally cleverer than the governing
body. That may be the case when it comes to

innovative engineering solutions, but the
newly established Formula One Teams'
Aszociation needs to move quickly to table its

'f"‘

-

L

Teams need to give serius comsideration tn cost-catting, before
some of the big car companies ivvoleed in F1 t24e [heir own 2ction

own proposals on cost reduction if it is to
avold Mr Mosley and the FIA doing the job
for them and delivering it as a_foit accompli.
The difficult thing is deciding where one
strikes the balance between technology and
cost containment. Do we allow ‘customer

On cost cutting, and how Alonso could have been a contender

cars’ and permit McLaren to supply Force
India with chassis and engines for 20097
Should we foree draconian euts which would
reduce engine and transmission budgets for
the smaller teams, from around E24m to
about five per cent of that = it's something
that Mr Moslev seriously believes 15 possible.
Of course, the real fear is that a motor
industry bean-counter high up in the finanee

“With the world
on the edge of
* recession, 1

IIEEIIS to be sawy”

department of a company like Honda or
Toyota might look at the cost of minning an
F1 team and run a firm red line through that
item of expenditure, Easier than trving to cut
£350m out of the research and development
for the next Accord or Prius, [ fancy.

It 15 for that reason alone that Mr Mosley's
message should be listened to seriously, On
this oecasion, at least.

WHO IS THE BEST F1 DRIVER

OUT THERE TODAY?

IEHGAGE BRAIN
BEFORE MOUTH

LEWIS HAMILTON? Massa?
Kubica? Alonso?

Rating the top performers
into some sort of order is one
of the miost thankless tasks faced
by any journalist at this time
of the vear with a season review
beckoning. But I can't recall
a campaign in recent history
which has thrown up as many
claimants to that title as 2008,

Hamilton has delivered us
many moments of sublime
genius, even though there have
been times when one has been
left thinking that perhaps, even
now, we're expecting too much
from a guy who is only in his
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second full season of Fi, Massa
continues to surprise, raising his
game to cement his reputation
as the most improved drver of
2008, Kubica is another with the

stamp of greatness on him,

Alongo? Well, after Singapore
and Fuji, vou can't help but think
what he might have achieved if
e was still in a MeLaren.

Considering Abansa's drives for Rexaul, imagine whal b2 could have dose If be 8 st2yed wity MeLaren

I AM NOT often amazed by
remarks by F1 drivers, but
Hamilton and Alonzo raised my
evebrows after the Japanese GP.
I found Lewis's observation
that Massa all but deliberately
rammed his McLaren slightly
bewildering. What was in it for
the Brazilian after starting seven
points adrift in the title chase?
Yet Alonso's observation that
he would do evervthing he could
to help Massa win the title was
even more astonishing. How
does he propose to do that if
he 15 to avoid getting into hot
water with the FIA stewards?

B AR THOWRLOR A GETTY ASEL
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Winding around a natural
bowl and ‘between the lakes’,

Interlagos is as vibrant and

dramatic as the country it INTERLAGOS 02 11 D8

serves. It's a rollercoaster ride

that Adrian absolutely loves...

"sm] Fﬂ“ﬂ iE ip‘,Tﬂ.!.‘-ﬂ place to end

the zeason because it's a very colourful
city, There are some fantastic restaurants
and places to go out, and the Paulistas are
very passionate about Formula 1.

Interlagos is a great racetrack, and it
has a lot of history. It staged its first world
championship grand prix in 197
although the lavout of the track has changed
a lot since then, it's still situated on the edge
of a bowl ‘between the lakes', This means
the spectators are much closer to the action

...........................

. o

than at most permanent venues, which ! LH.IIIHM £

creates a fantastic atmosphere, ' .T-h'-h use all the kerk on
From the cockpit the track feels like a ﬁ i IP-' placing Ih'! ;

rollercoaster because it’s very up and down, *H car on the kerb, '“h

and some of the cormers are banked. Your ’“*"l'll'h You can be quite

stomach is compressed one minute, then m H'"“h drops away

it’s trving to jump out of your mouth the I §4,

next, 50 it's best not to have eaten just

before getting in the car!

TIIE H'III“ i5 also quite bumpy, despite

the fact that it gets re-laid most vears, and
this makes it very hard to drive the perfect
lap. It's really easy to lock a wheel on the
bumps, or get a bit of unexpected oversteer,
5o this makes Interlagos the kind of track
where the driver can make a real difference.
It’s also a very short lap = just 2.7 miles .
= 50 every thousandth of a second really s
...... ose together. '
Cormbine all this with the fact that the
Brazilian Grand Prix is the final race of the
Formula 1 seasc
drivers their last chance of the yvear to move
up the championship standings - and yvou

“You cam breke late into this comer,

thanks te the pasitive comber, ond

turn in ot the same time. You drop

sherply dewnhill between the twe

weekend of racing, It's certainly true that | :’“h“ r:;::::i W

Brazil never disappoints.”

have all the ingredients for a very exciting
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TURNS 6 & 7

“This double right is good fun. You 3
towch the inside kerb ond use ome i

steering lock to get around both = ’.'-:i"-'":.l

- corners. The approach fo & is wphill, 'QF,}
50 the car goes lght midway throvgh, |

.

but it doesa’t affect the handling” Pk
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JUHCAD

“Your exit here dictotes your speed
up the hill end oll the woy to Turn 1,
which is & bang way. It's slow, se

you con get on the throttle early,

i ;':‘b
2':\% but you have to be coreful becouse

there are o few bumps on the exit™
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MERGULRO
“This is o flat-out downshill left-
'..[ ~ honder. There's o compressien in the
- middle and, becouse you're going fost,
~ your body gets really pushed into the
~ grownd. It reminds me of the entrance

to Spa’s Eou Rowge in that respect™
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FERNANDO ALONSO
SPAIN, 2006

“The crowd was so crazy that
[ couldn't leave my hotel.
They even chased me on the
motorway when [ went to
the circuit in the morming!

[ started from pole then took an easy win.
During the last five or six laps, 1 saw behind
me that Michael wasn't pushing any more,
so [ just cruised to the end, in front of my
people = my supporters. For the last two laps
evervthing in the grandstand was moving,
jumping. I think it was equal to the Brazilian

Grand Prix a vear before, when [ won my
first championship. Then King Juan Carlos,
with whom [ drove a lap with in the morning,
handed me the trophy. Unforgettable.”

JODY SCHECKTER

SOUTH AFRICA, 1975

*I overtook Carlos Pace, whio
started from pole position,
and I managed to get this
home victory by highting

against Carlos Reutemanmn,
[ couldn't really enjoy my win = during my
last lap to the pits, my nice fellow citizens
were 50 drunk in the grandstands that they
threw me hundreds of beer cans...”

WHAT'S IT LIKE T0...

FELIPE MASSA
BRAZIL, 2006
“What an emotional weekend
in my own city! For me, it
had been one of those GPs
where vou are simply
unbeatable, I clinched the
pole then literally flew to victory. [ had a
special combination of racesuit and helmet
with the Brazilian colours, and the carnival
happiness of the crowd when I was on the
podium, with my family and friends close,
gave me an ineredible boost of emotion.

[ already had my first Fi victory, in Turkey,
but I will remember this one forever.”

W NIKI LAUDA

AUSTRIA, 1984

“I only won onee at home,
and I did it just because 1
wias lazy. [ was in the lead
with the last third of the race
to go. Piquet was behind me.
Suddenly, I started to lose gears. The pits
were at the opposite side of the circuit, and

I didn’t want to walk, so I tried to drive the
car back. When [ realised [ eould continue,

I pushed as much as I could. Piquet didn't
realise [ was having difficulties — mavbe he
thought I was just cruising to the finish line!”

Massa lakes victory
in 200Egwearing his
‘Bragil* Sacesuit

GREAT BRITAIN, 1969
e I took my first victory
on British soil after an

F incredible fight with Jochen
e Rindt at Silverstone. We
took the lead from each
other 3o times during the race. Finally
Jochen had a mechanieal fatlure. For the
crowd, it wasn't especially surprising to see
a fellow citizen winning the GP, since they
were psed to it thanks to Graham Hill and
Jim Clark. But for me it was a matter of
great pride to win in front of them.”

JEAN-PIERRE JABOUILLE
FRANCE, 1979

“When Renault started in
Formula 1, in 1§77, we never
thought that the turbo
engine would be so difficult

started to see that we could make it. At Dijon
I tried to race with my brain and not with my
heart: in order to save my tvres, [ decided to
let Gilles Villenegve pass even though I was
on pole position. On lap 47, 1 still had a good
pace and [ was able to overtake him. I took
the lead and flew away. There were lots of
bears at the chequered flag.”

F YOU ENJOYED THIS ISSUE OF F1 RACING, THEN WHY NOT SUBSCRIBE? SEe page 98 NEXT ISSUE ON SALE FRIDAY NOVEMBER 21
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