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PITPASS

The stories that matter from the world of Formula 1 this month

THE 10 KEY QUESTIONS FAGING THE SPORT

FORMULA 1 1S FACING a crnibical time
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varning about the spart s future, manufacturers may pull out — not only

I thimk we have to faee the tact that from F1. bt from other molorsports,”

. 2
But 1= the cnsis as bad as the doomsayvers

Honda pulled out because of falling

car sales,” he said. “And there's no
guarantee that this fall, which affects all
manufacturers, won't continue, S0 we have

to reckon with the possibility that other

through the sport, leading to a raft of cost-

Cutiing measunes o try to |'|I't"l.-e‘l'|1_ Any more
teams from leaving. Prior to Christmas, FIA
President Max Mosley addressed the motor

predict? Fi Rocimg has investigated the
fallout from Honda's withdrawal, and in
pur special report weve pul together the

racing commumnity in Monaco, with a dire 10 key questions facing Fi today.

Will Honda be missed?

Ever since Honda became the main
shareholder of the Bracklev-based
team at the end of 2004 (boyving

out British American Tobaceo) they
have never looked like a competitive
outfit. One forfuitoas win in the

rain for Jenson Button at the 20046
Hung
achievement in four vears and

neariv E1bn imvestment, With one

rian GP was the only notable

of the highest budeets in F1 (Eagom
a vear) and with millions already
invested in their 2000 car, Honda
have put the whole lot up for sale,
In 2007 the team decided to
ditch a title sponsor in favour of

an environmental message. I

} q e | Iaalk ' i
backhred, as a lack ol suceess on .||I
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track led to the public perception
that the only "green” car on the prid
was the one |:|1J|'|Li!5:'|',.[ aroind at
the back. It was a double whammy,
because the lack of a title EpOnSOr
meant the parent company had to
cough up more,

Honda's B-team Super Aguri
(remember them?) were a much
more popular team than the works
sauad, particulardy in Japan, and
often threatenad to beat the A-
team on the track, despite having
significanty less money.,

Honda's last two chassis have
been particularly uncompetitive,
but it looked as though the team

wis abnut to pet serions. The

mastermind behind Ferran's
world championships, Ross Brawn,
Wis ill:‘:-|:-c|i|'|1|_'|:| TER |'||'i||4'i||:_|] iEy
November 2oo7 (alas too late to
do anvthing about the RA108) and
immediately set about transforming
the team's fortunes.

Huge sums of money were
invested in preparing for 200g.
A zecond windiunnel was in
place, there was a new CFD

(eomputational fluid dynamics)

facility, a simulator, chassis s,

a huge Esom KERS devels pIent
programme, plus a recruitment
drive that took place over the courss
of the vear. In short, the future was

iosndoinge very hreht
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2 Why did Honda decide to leave F17

With the global dovwnturn, Brwn was
warned at the Bricalion GI° that, after

|1'i.=i .‘EFH"IHHHH .-'.|'I-I'1‘v|'. e hiadl to I||;||v.|.' |;||'|.:|_'
savings. 5o he started a process of cutling
back extraneous waste, such as reducing
perscnnel st moes. Bul follvwing disastrons
car sales in November (2,632 registrations
in the UK, compared to 6,315 in the same
month kst vear), Honda acted.

On Movember 28 Boss Brawn amd Nick
Fry weere informed the Fi operation was
l.'|||-.~-.i|l].*I o, The ¢ LT |'|_'.",-. CEO Takeo
Fukui blamed the reeession: *Honda must
protect its core business activities and
secure it long-term future az inancial

uncertainties continwe o mount,”

Honda first entered Fiin 1epig fiui

1t’s well known that car manufacturers
globally are suffering. In America, GM,
Ford and Chrvsler have failed in their bid
b gt @ banal-oul froam the government,
which could bankrupt them, Honda's US
car sales plummeted by g1 per cent in
November, but Tovota’s did too. In fact,
BMW and Mercedes have also suffered a
huge downlurn, But these manufacturers
have issued statements confirming their
1';!|Il|:il'|||n.! |I||'|'.~.|.':|1|.'|_' i|| |"| . Sa are 1|_|_|_":.';'
makes not sulfering as badly as Honda, oF
was there another reason lor the Japanese
marcue’s withdrawal ?

In the UK, Homda are |'1'\v:|||-.':|:|1;._'h
production and have had to seek permission

3 Will we see another team pull out?

precipice, and although Williams' CEQ

four years, until returning bo build
championship-winning engines for Williams
and MeLaren. If any manufacturer was likely
o go |i|'.~i1. wistl wokild have l|'|-.|l.|_|.'||:i|: il weoild
b Tovota, who have less history in Fi than
their Japanese counterparts. But, despite

a gimilar downturn in car sales, they are a
miuch larger company than Honda and have
a lot more cash at their ||.E~\.|||:-'\.;||_

of the Honda announcement that we wounld
lose another team 51|."i|:-|' to Mlelhourme,

lie: has sinee clarified his comments: “A
team like Williams can't decide not 1o do
F1 because that's all we do,” said Parr. “Is
there a risk that another main shareholder
of a team in F1 will say, “This doesn’t make
sense any more”? | think there is. The sport

Mo other team looks to be sitting on the

— f

needs to be prepared for that.”

o store 6,600 unseld new cars on disused
runways ol Wroughton airfield in Wiltshive,
The fall in sales in the US market
wils given as one of the reasons for the
company s withdeawal, and while sales were
down 31 per cent for November, in actual
fact Honda had sold 17,756 more cars in
the LS inthe 11 months up to December
(1 2.2 per cent increase on Last vear). In
Japan ag well they have seen a four per
cent increase (up to October).
It suggests the recession that hit sales
in November was a good excuse for a board
already split on the appeal of racing in Fi.
Could you still imagine Honda pulling out
if Jenson Butlon was world champion?

‘ Gan Honda find
a New buyer?

Within a day of the announcement
Wick Frv revesled that three serious
investors had come forward and a
deal was expected to be completed
before Christmas. The 7o staff facing
redundancy (but with a three-month
glay of execulion) are I."II|11i[||l:lillp_ (4]
commute to the Brackley factory,
confident a buver will come i,
Despite the global slowdown, there
are still |'|':.'_i|'\-||h_ like the Middle East
and India, looking for investment
opportuniiies. The company that
wias eveing up Liverpool foothall clul,
Dubai Investment Capital, came close
to agreeing a deal with Honda to take
over Super Aguri earlier this vear,
and the Indian fiirmn Tata have beeg
linked oo, Then there's Foree India's
oss "r-i_i:'.'; Mallva, who has visitbed
the Honda factory, and could find
the Bracklev base a better alternative
ko his current factory in Silverstone.
Nothing had been announced as
Fir Racing closed for press.

e
. ==
Ehattered dreams:
Honda have spesl
nearfy £1ba in i
over loer yEars
RACING JANUARY 2009 [30)
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Gould there be
three-car teams
if no Honda
buyer is found?

Nao. The old Concorde Agreement (the
commercial document written 11 vears
ago that bound the teams), stated that if

The Brackley facility was built for BAR
when they took over the Tyrrell team in
1908, It's an impressive plant, with two
windiunnels and a new CFD facility. Plus
it's just a stone's throw from Silverstone.
“This beam has the best assets, the best
resources in the pitlane and is headed by
Rozs Brawn. It will be a very desirable azsel
for somebody,” argues CEQ Nick Fry.
They're going cheap (oo, 30 any investor
who wants to enter Fi1 has a golden
opportunily to claim a huge aszet for a
nomingl sum, Throw in the fact so much
wiork has been done on the 09 car already
and it wouldn’t be a sumprise to see a queue

I'IIII'I'I|'IL'T:‘.~ fell below 19 cars the top three i -
should field three cars. The agreement P .. -
expired two vears ago and there is no Eﬁ-};j-‘
new one in place - with costs tight, .
third-car entries will not happen.
Handa kave spent
malligas on 2003
= Will 3 nEw mEmEr
run the car?

What now for Button and Barrichello?

[T either of them want to stay in F1 theyll
have to take a huge salary cut. Honda was
paving an over-inflated E2omillion for them
in 2008 and in this era of cost saving, driver
salaries should be the first to be slashed,
Button was out-qualified and out-scored
by Barrichello last year, but is considered to
still be an asset. “1f we can find new owners
then 1 hope he will continue,” said Fry.
“He's been an integral part of the beam for

i ow VEdrs oW,

The only obvious opening still remaining
o the grid is Scudena Toro Rosso, but they
would prefer a driver to bring a budget.

Prior to Honda’s withdrawal, Bruno
Senna was expected to replace Barrichello
and with his personal endorsements
(including Brazilian phone giant Embratel)
could be attractive to any potential investor,

And if vou were Rubens and vour pal Gil
de Ferran imvited vou (o race in sportscars
next season, would vou turn it down?

5 Are Honda 1 worth owning?

of potential investors knocking at the door,
The economics of running the team make
sense too. Although Honda have said no to
supplying a powerplant and drivetrain for
2009, Brawn has spoken to Ferran who
have spare capabilities now the Force India
deal has ended.

Ninth in the 2008 championship will
give you approximately Ezomillion in prize
money. A title sponsor could bring up to
Easmillion = add in another Exsmillion

of sponsorship (that a driver could bring)
and for a relatively short amount of
imvestment, vou could be on the grid in
Melbourne with quite a competitive car.




o How is Formula 1
dealing with
this crisis?

In Descember, the Formula One Teams
Association met with Max Mosley to
discuss cutting costs. A number of
proposals were submitted, and were
rubber-stamped two days later by the
FIA World Council. The FIA estimates
budgets will be redwced by a third,

Central to the new rules is a reduction
in engine costs and a ban on all in-season
testing (expected to be a dozen tests in
200g). Team factories will also be foreed
to close for six weeks and there will be
i reduction in personnel at grands prix.

There are bigger plans for 2010, with
teams using the same transmissions and
standard components on parts of the
chassis. There will be a ban on refuclling
and race lengths could be reduced. Tvre
warmers will also be banned.

In the longer term the sport will
consider a new powertrain for 2013,
which could include road-relevant
technology and even standardised KERS.

T
N

' N
J What's the idea
behind the new

rules changes?

The FIA want to shift the engineering
emphasis from optimisation = which
they see as expensive and irrelevant - to
cost-effective innovation that can have

a reqal benefit to the road car industry.

“What was wrong with Fi1 was wrong
before the present economic problems
=arme up,” savs Mosley. "Even in areas
of restrictive regulation, these huge
teams are scarching constantly for tiny,
incremental gains — which are extremely
expensive and utterly pointless.

“There is a mentality in F1 where
engineers are only comfortable in
refinement; they don’t do innovation.
It's the fault of the regulations, so the
regulations need to be different. We
miiest stabilise the system with a base
engine which anyone can have and which
iz inexpensive, as well az a standard
gearbox. That will stabilise Fi until we

=an bring in new energy-efficient engines
which undoubtedly will be the future.”

Max Mosiey gave his vision
of the spart’s tufure at
Ihe Manaco Melor Sparl
Bussess forum

&1+

[ I B ] — -~ ?
| Will F1 survive?
Yes, Whether its a grid full of
manufacturers or independents, the
sport will always continue, The anly
challenge is to decide its purpose. 1f
the sport hesds down a standard parts
roule, i will be nothing more than a
glorified ‘GP1’, headed by enthusiastic
independent leams. Fi's nature has baen
defined by remaining at the forefront of
technology, but in a recession-hil 21t
century what is more important?

For the engineers involved it's the
technological, engineering challenpe
of building the fastest racing car
passible, To many of the fans and the
sponsors it's the show. Whatever [orm
it takes, the days of spending hundreds
af mitllioiz apre 8 eT, wilich ig j."ll-t'll_t NeWsS
for the fans as that will encourage more

leams o enter Lthe spporl.




come and meet F1 stars and their cars!

aee a full grid of F1 cars and get DC’s autograph on F1 Racing's stand at Autosport International

YOUR ONLY CHANCE to see a full gnid of
F1 cars in the UK before the 2000 British GP
will be on Fi Racing’s stand at the Autospord
International Show in January,

Our stand at the world's biggest racing car
show will once again feature every team on
the Formula 1 grd. Plus David Coulthard will
be available to sign autographs and will be
interviewed on the stand over the weekend
of the show (January 10 & 11 2009).

The event takes place at Birmingham's
WEC and will also feature a special stand
commemorating 50 vears of British world
champions and their winning machines,

David Coulthard’s career is also being

Raid Coufthard wil be sigaig autagraphs as wel a3 being
imleryiewed aq F1 Bacing's stand 3t Awtespert Internztiona]

celebrated at the show and a number of cars
from his career will be on display, They will
include the Williams FWio, in which he
spored his first Fi win, plus the Red Bull RB2
that he took to the Monaco GP podium in "06.
“Autosport International has been a regular
event for me, 30 it's Gtting that we should
collaborate on displaying the cars 've been
lucky to drive over the vears,” said the Scot

The Autosport International Show, held at
the NEC in Birmingham, runs for four days
from January 8 to 11 (the Sth and gth are
trade days only). Featuring over 850
exhibitors and a host of displays, it's the
unofficial start to the motorsport vear.

For ticket enguirias wisif
avlospartinternational com

2008 Formula 1 Sporting
Regulations
Article 5, Championship Events
S.8 The maximum number
of Events in the Championship
i5 20, the minimum is 8.
B.8B The final list of Events is
published by the FIA before
January 1 each year.
B.B An Event which is cancelled

[HE AMAZING RULES OF 1!

Lesser-known laws of our great sporf revealed

with less than three months
written notice to the FIA will not
b congidered for inclusion in the
following vear's Championship
unless the FIA judges the
cancellation to have been duoe

to force majeure.

BE.7 An Event may be cancelled
if fewer than 12 cars are available
for it.

F1 RACING JANUARY 2009
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Yes

"I THINEK IT would be a positive
step in the right direction
because there have been a few
controversies this season, whene
decisions have been made and
drivers have been penalised

- gome would say unfairly.

[N

A driver can give a better
perspective to the stewarding
decisions because he has the
experience of being involved in
such moments on the track and
can understand the pressured

ﬁrl RACING JANUARY 2009

Vitantonio
Liuzzi

Force India
test driver

emvironment much better, The
view when you're in the cockpit
is very different to what the
television shows from the
outside, and it's important to
have an alternative perspective.
50, I'm not against the idea
and it would be a good additional
help for the stewards at the
moment. Plus I believe
it's something the FIA have
announced they could introduce
for next vear, anyway.”

“THE PROBLEM IS that drivers
are not all the same, so some will
perform better in that role than
others. If there i5 a driver that
has the right attitude, knowledge
and profile, perhaps he could be
one of the stewards, but [ don't
feel that's the case, Without
enough information about the
stewarding procedures it's hard
o say 1if vou need a driver.

The most important thing for
me would be to have a group of

onould former F1 drivers be stewards?

Gil de Ferran
Ex-Honda F1 sporting
director and Indy
500 winner

diverse people from all sorts

of different backgrounds
participating in the stewarding.
Then youTe going to arrive

at a better decision than yvou
would otherwise,

Also, all these officiating
decisions are always judgement
calls, and not everyvone will be
100 per cent satisfied with them
anyway — but that's just the
nature of the beast. It's the
same in any racing category.”

KUATH M0 BTEVEM TEL/LAT IMSETS: PORENETY BELLAMICA,LAT, AMDEEW FERLABDTAT




BARRIGHELLO GOME T0 BLOWS

Former fFerrari team-mates clash on track during charity kart race in Brazil

RUBENS BARRICHELLOD has blasted his
former team-mate Michael Schumacher after
their clash during a race which was supposed
to be a good-humoured charity event.

The Challenge Of The Stars race, organised
annually by Felipe Massa, is supposed to be
a laid-back affair, but when you stick a load
of F1 drivers in a bunch of karts it's aliways
going to end in tears.

Michael Schumacher came to blows
with Barrichello during the second race
in & double-headed meeting at the
Floriandpolis circuit in Brazil.

As Barrichello was battling with the
seven-time F1 champion, the pair touched.
And Schumacher even rammed the Brazilian,
infuriating him in the process.

*“I know [ have to remain calm, but
Schumacher was acting like he was in
wartime the way he was hitting me,” said

EACING JANUARY Z200%

Barrichello immediately after the race. “This
is such a great event and the last thing you
want 15 to get hit, If vou fight on the track it
has to be fair. This is supposed to be a charity
event, not a fight, I think he forgot he's in
Brazil = things eould get a lot worse for him,”

“This is a charity
event, not a fight”
Rubens Barrichello

In recent weeks Barrichello has been quite
viocal about his time with Schumacher at
Ferrari and has talked about his displeasure
over the team onder rows that affected the
team. But Schumacher was relaxed about the

whaole deal, and was even spotted

smoking an enormaous cigar while he was
setting-up his kart, Asked to comment on
what Barrichello said, Schumacher replied:
“Rubens complains when he wing and when
he doesn't win, It's abways the same.”

Among those taking part in Massa’s
charity race were Formula 1 test drivers
Vitantonio Liuzz, Luca Badoer and
NASCAR star Jeff Gordon. But Massa's
Ferrari team-mate Kimi Riikkinen wasn't
present. “Yeah, | invited him,” said Felipe.
“But he didnt want to come.”

The event raised money for the victims
of the 54,000 families that were left homeless
from the floading in Brazil. Massa donated
£16,000 while Schumacher added E8.500.
In the final standings (over the two races)
Barrichello won while Schumacher finished
fourth. Felipe Massa was third.



Elise, bul nd abselately massive cigar: Schumacher bessled with Rubens on
the track, but Barrichells wan the day - 25 proved with 2 silly dasce, below
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Schamacher: “No, nething happened an that fast tag. The kart feels fine - oo pradlem”

DI Where did Satoru
MNakajima set the only
fastest lap of his career?

[]}‘ Crowthorne Corner and
Barbeque Bend are corners
on which former grand
prix circuit?

[]2 Which track hosted the
1955 British Grand Prix? In which city did MeLaren

launch their zoo7 F1 car?

[}3 Which Belgian Fi driver
had his own jazz band in
the 195087

[M Can vou name the
team that Tony
Vandervell owned?

GE Which F1 team
first trialled a semi-
sutomatic gearchange
system in 19897

ﬂ Which driver had to
apologize for his lewd
hand gestures in the
2000 French Grand Prix?

06 What was unusual about
the first three qualifiers I
of the 1997 European GP?

Who partnered Derek
Warwick at Toleman
in 19817

B ASSOCIATION WITH
UDual uotg @ peyeeo) piaog &

o
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All your questions answered

What is the maximum length
of time a grand prix has
taken to run, and why are
races now restricted to
305km [1889.5 miles] or
the two-hour time limit?
Rerdi Gelar Yuliardie, Indenesia

a—-=1 ln'.l"ﬂ.ﬁ'l'mm

It ook Faagin thre2 hours and 45 minutes
ta win the 1854 German GP in his Mercedes
The longest was the 54 German
GP which Juan Manuel Fangio
won, completing 22 laps in three
hours, 45mins and 45.8se0s.
(That’s if vou discount the
1951 Indy 500, which took just
under four hours to complete.)

By the 19705 most races were
ao miles, and when rain cansed
the 1972 Monaco GP to take two
and a half hours to complete,
Formula 1 bosses introduced
the two-hour time limit.

Send your Fi conundrums to askfiracing@haymarket.com

FI RACING JANUARY 2009 m
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PADDOGK SPY

The financial erisis has put an end to these memorably unusual F1 launch venues...

Teatrs Massimg - the Sicilian opera howse whre the Godtather cried - hested Resaull's ‘04 bash IMHMMH“HEH!‘IHE”“IM

;ﬂ.lﬂlﬂ’lﬂtﬂ_ilﬂlﬂt’l‘l Force India entered F1 al Mumbai's Gateway O1 India for 08 The cify of Barcelona was the backirag for Beneftsa's 2000 hanch

EACING JANUARY 2009 &
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REVEALED: THE STRANGE
GADGETS USED IN TESTING

Teams try new experiments as they get to grips with the 2009 rules

FORMULA 1 CARS have started sprouting
weird and unusual contraptions in winter
testing as teams try to grapple with the raft
of new regulations for next season.

With new front and rear wings, the re-
introduction of slick tyres and the addition of
KERS, teams are experimenting with strange
devices to understand their cars’ behaviour.

Eenault were spotted at Barcelona with
brackets over their wheels — known as ‘wheel
force transducers’ — while other teams, such
as Ferrari and Force India, stuck large wind
measuring devices on top of their roll bars.
BMW Sauber ran at the Spanish tests with
a variant of their new-spec 2009 wings,
while other teams ran versions of their
kinetic energy recovery svstems (KERS),

The long pylons spotted on top of the cars
are 8 modified version of the Pitot tubes and

M ri KALIHG

IARUARY 2009

yvaw probes that teams run on the front of
their cars, above the chassis leg box, They
measure atmospheric pressure and wind
direction - vital for wing development.
Teams are able to run larger Pitot tubes
in testing because there is no scrutineering.
“The sensor is placed on top of the car to give
it the cleanest measurement possible, which
izn't affected by the bodywork,” explained
Force India's technical director James Key,
“The tube contains two pressure sensors
that measure the windspeed, which gives
a true reference for asrodynamic loads,”
Model work in the windtunnel assumes
wind blows head-on, but in reality a 1omph
gust of wind mid-corner can destabilise a car
at zoomph because it's so sensitively set up.
The new front and rear wings have been
designed to improve overtaking for 2009,

What? Differeat iread wing coafigarations
Where? found on the Mclares, ENW 20d Williams
What for? Rew requiations fer 2009 state tat frost
wings must be lower and wider_ The iniention & tn imgrove

tary abily tn pvertake neat year



Whal? Wizl forc2 ranstacers

Where? Brer the wieel speies of (e Resaull
What for? lurecard lateral, langitudixal and
vertical farces on the wheel, which is particatarty
impartas to evaluate new hypes of siick tyres

What'? Pitst tsbes

Where? Fnd oa the ferrar ind Williams, amang others
What for? They measure windspeed and atmaspienc
pressure, 30d are wital for leams éevelapieg Ineir new aerg
packages for 2009

What? KRS balast

Where'? 0a the righthand sidepod of he Ferran
Wihat for? Ferrar were runnisg behind schedule with
their NIRS development, 5o started The waaler iy adiag

3 ‘umolaied lsad’ b help snalyse the car's behavisur
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...F1cars looked like sportscars?

THERE WAS A REAL SURPRISE when Mercedes unveiled their W196 machine at the
1954 French Grand Prix, The German marque returned to grand prix racing and had used
early acrodynamic windtunnel work to produce the ‘streamliner’.
The bodywork over the front and rear wheels made the silver machine look more like
a sportscar than a single-seater and had the effect of reducing drag, ensuring the car
was particularly quick on the straights. The Wig6 was also innovative under the hood,
featuring a new straight-eight cylinder engine. On its debut at Reims, Juan Manuel
Fangio took the car to victory ahead of team-mate Karl Kling, while the next placed
car wasn't even on the same lap.
But at Silverstone Fangio wasn't as competitive and complained of the restricted view
because he couldn't accurately aim the front wheels at the apex of corners. As a result
the streamliner was used mainly at the high-speed tracks of Monza, Reims and Avus.

F1 just couldn’t

exist without them

No 7
ROBERT KUBICA'S
MAMNAGER

DANIEL MORELLI first
met Robert Kubica when
he was racing in karts at
the age of 15. And over the
following nine vears has

guided him into Formula 1.

Kubica with Maerelli: *1 doa’l wand ta
mizz 3 momeni of Beberi's career”

PITLANE
MERODES

He was the sporting
director of the Fyooo outfit
Forti Corse when Pedro
Diniz drove for them, and
they moved into F1 together
with Ligier back in 1996
with Parmalat sponsorship.

“When Prost Grand Prix
dishanded I concentrated on
the junior formulae rather
than pet another job in F1."

His first encounter with
Kubica was a surprise. “1
could not believe that he
was just 15 when I met him,
he was 5o tall and really
very mature for his age,”

FI1 RACING JANUARY 2009 M

Morelli recalls. "We started
him in Formula Renault,

F3 and World Series.” After
winning the latter, Morelli
helped Kubica get into Fi
with BMW. “I had to
persuade [team chiefs] Peter
Sauber and Mario Theissen
that it ism't just sufficient to
be fast — Robert's clever and
has a good attitude too,”

MNow based in Monaco,
the s2-year-old hasn't got
his eve on any other young
driver. *No, | don't want to
miss one single moment of
Robert's career.”
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McLARENARE —
VITED THE WORLD'S
FAVOURITE F1 TEAM!

Woking outfit top popularity poll ahead of Ferrari,
as motorsport fans acrass the globe have their say

@ F1 RACING JANUARY 2009



have vated in one of the most extensive
onling surveys ever, and the shock result
is that McLaren are now the world's most
popular team in Formula 1.

The 2008 Global Fan Survey, conducted
by Fr Racing and banking giant ING, was
launched in October and asked fans
questions about our great sport.

And the results make for surprising
reading. Traditionally Ferrari were always
considered to be the most popular team
in Formula 1, but not any more as support
for McLaren has risen dramatically over
the last two years.

Back in 2006, 21 per eent of participants

i our survey voted in favour of the
Woking team, but that has risen to 29 per
cent in this poll, while Ferrdari have fallen
to 28 percent in the popularity stakes,
from 30 per cent last time,

It's believed the impact Lewis Hamilton
has made in F1 has been one of the key
reasons for the swing in popularity.

“For Vodafone McLaren Mercedes
to top this global survey of Fi fans is
fantastic,” said McLaren's chief
operating officer Martin Whitmarsh.

“While Lewis Hamilton deserves every
accolade he has received since becoming
the voungest world champion the sport
has ever seen, in reality, for this to be
achieved requires the same level of
dedication and hard work from every
single member of the team in Woking,
Brixworth and Stutteart.

“To poceive this recognition for the
whole team is particulary pleasing, and
wie wollld like to take this opportunity
to thank the fans for voting for the team.”

The next favourite outfits, behind the
top two teams, were Williams and Renault

{each polling 6 per cent of the vote), while
Japanese fans voted in high numbers for
the now-defunct Super Aguri team - ahead
of Tovota. In total 16 per cent of Fi fans
claimed they didn't have a preferred team.

The ING/Fi Rocing Global Fan Survey
was completed by F1 fans from all over
the world, including the Americas, Europs,
the Far East and even places as remaobe
as Pitcairn Island and Burkina Faso.

Owver two-thirds of the respondents
(68 per cent) said they had followed Fi for
miore than 10 and a third visit one
grand prix a year. Over half who answered
the mukiple-choice questions online were
between 25 amnd 45 years of age.

The survey covered a number of topics
about F1, ranging from technology
the emvironment, to sponsorship and
the future of the sport.

Turn over for more survey results®

FAVOURITE F1 TEAMS
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LEWIS HAMILION
UIED THE MOST

POPULAR DRIVER.
N FORMULA 1

1pion comes top in global F1 survey, well

Youngest ever worlg
- ;

. 'y

HE MIGHT HAVE just two seasons and
35 grands prix starts to his name, but it
hasn't stopped vou from voting Lewis
Hamilton as your favourite driver in Fi.

Nearly a third of the 50,000
respondents to the 2008 ING, 1 Racing
Global Fan Survey put Hamilton top,
with Kimi Riikktnen next and Fernando
Alonso third in the online voting.

Felipe Massa, Hamilton's title rival
this year, was the fourth most popular
driver globally, although he was the
clear favourite from fans who were based
in South America. Likewise there was
parochial backing for Mark Webber
in Australia, and Takuma Sato in Asia,

. . TN
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MeLaren driver Lewis Hamilton has
wowed fans since he burst onto the
grand prix scene al the start of 2007
He took five wins in 2008 en route
to dramatically scooping the crown in
a thrilling season finale at Interlazos,

*I have achieved my dream this vear
and konow that I couldn't have done
that without the support I receive from
Formula 1 fans all round the world, so
thank you, it is very much appreciated,”
Hamilton teld Fi Racing. 1 hope you
enjoved the season as much as 1 did.
and thank vou once again to cvervone
who voted for me. 1 am always really
blown away when 1 hear of these polls,

ki el NSO d‘assa. Hutltsljgd news for TrullL..

-

particularly one voted for by the menuine
motorsport fans who read Fi Racing.”

As well as asking fans to pick their
favourite driver, the survey found that
Formula 1 enthusiasts prefer to sapport
a driver, rather than a team. Nearly half
of the people polled said they would
continue to support their favourie
driver if he changed teams.

But a quick glance at the other end
of the table showed that it wasn't good
news for evervone. Of the 22 drivers
that started the 2008 season, the man
with the fewest number of votes was...
Jarno Trulli.

Turn over for more survey results.., »
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IV viewers call for more pit4o-car ra

dio transmissions

Bernie and the Beeb take note: fans voice their opinions on how to improve Formula 1°s coverage

ARMCHAIR FANS WATCHING Fi at home
want more interviews with drivers and more
broadeasts of pit-to-car radio transmissions
during races, according to the 2008 ING/Fi
Racing Global Fan Survey,

Some teams are still reluctant to provide
broadeasts with their drivers and F1 coverage
i5 5till a long way behind NASCAR, which has
driver interviews inside the cockpit during
yellow-flag periods. Yet a third of fans who
took part in the survey say that F1's TV coverage
has improved over the last two years,

One in two people also wanted more on-board
camera pictures, such as the innovative use of a

Fans want Formula
1 to keep racing at
traditional cirguits

Thumbs up for Silverstone and
Monaco... “No” to reverse grids

NINE OUT OF 10 fans want F1 to continue

going to classic venues like Spa and Monaco,

but don’t want gimmicks, such as reverse grids.
The findings of the 2008 ING/Fi Racing Global

Fan Survey showed that while fans like new

challenges like night racing, they preferred grands

prix to be held in their European heartland.
Singapore and China have hosted races and

next vear Abu Dhabi joins the calendar, but

the Canadian and French Grands Prix are not

currently on the schedule for 2006, Less than half

those polled want the number of races to expand.
Only 17 per cent thought a GP2-style reverse

grid, which artificially aids racing. should happen.
Turn over for more survey results... »

helmet camera, trialled by David Coulthard in
the Brazilian GP. A similar amount would like
split-sereen coverage of the race (the
BBC is planning to supply additional interactive
feeds to its transmissions in the UK next year).
ay coverage that makes them “feel part
of the race” is of greatest appeal, and initiatives
such as HD technology have been discussed for
next season. But F1 Racing understands that it
might only be the high-profile races such as
Monaco which are shown in HD.
The survey also showed nine out of 10 fans use
the internet for F1 news and results, but only six
out of 10 have visited a team or driver's website.
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Fans believe overtaking is the

most important factor in F1

Survey reveals that a lack of on-track passing needs to be addressed
the most, ahead of driver safety issues and pitstop strategies

OVERTAKING IS YOUR I:Eggr:.-:-.t concern in Fi,
according to the results of the online 2008 ING/
Fi Racing Global Fan Survey, with the majority
of respondents putting it top of their list.
I's always been an emotive issue and one
the sport's rule-makers have tried to address
by introducing new aerodynamic rules for next
season, aimed at helping cars pass each other.
Fang were asked to rank a series of statements

Many unsure about
2009 rule changes

Enthusiasts like innovation but
fiave ‘reservations’ about KERS...

FOREMULA 1 WILL return to slick tyres next
season, but only 41 per cent of fans in the 2008
ING/F1 Racing Global Fan Survey believe that it
will lead to more exciting racing. There are also
reservations about the kinetie energy recovery
gystems (KERS) being introduced in 2000,

While seven out of 10 respondents said they
look forward to technological innovations each
season, a similar amount also said they will
reservie judgement on KERS until next vear,

A number of fans were concerned about the
satety and practicality of the new systems. And
while eight out of 10 fans claim to have a strong
knowledge of the sport’s technical aspects, seven
per cent said they didn't know what KERS was.

In all, perceptions about Formula 1 technology
remain polarised, with 35 per cent of fans
agreeing that technology is the most exciting
aspect and 35 per cent disagreeing.

in order of importance on a scale of one to five
(where five is extremely important and one not
impaortant ). The results of the statements
- ranging from whether Fi showeased the best
drivers to the need for major car manufacturers
— are broken down in the table on the right.
Here's hoping that the strange-looking new
cars, with their squashed rear wings and
extended front wings do the job next vear...

TECHNOLOGY IN F1

WHAT'S IMPORTANT IN F1
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Goulthard’s a gentieman... medal madness... and the 1981 Dubai Grand Prix

Some believe BC was the last o~
the racers who did ngl-resget
10 2 win-al-allcosls sirateqy

DC: LAST OF THE GREAT GENTS
Having read the interview with David
Coulthard (Fi Racing, November) I want
to comment on a subject dear to my heart.
I'm terribly sad that Formula 1 will be
losing, as a competitor, the last of the
gentleman sportsmen. Fi has been
a business and not a sport for too long
as it is, but now it’s losing the last of the
ilk of racer who does not subscribe to the
win-at-all-cost frame of mind. I think DC
has proved that you can be a winner without
resorting to tactics unbefitting a champion.
I've been an F1 fan since the late "50s,
and, with the passing of my boyhood idol
Phil Hill, I long for a return to the days
when honour and fair play formed lifelong
iriendships among fierce competitors.
Jerry Bruce
Las Vegas, UVSA
Schumacher has a lot to answer for.
And Senna. And Brabham. And Farina...

RATTLED SHEIKH

[ was interested to read the article on lost
circuits (Fr Racing, November), Did vou
know that Dubai hosted a non-championship
race for F1 cars in the Hyatt Hotel car park in
(1 think) 19787 [ooh, close; 1981 - ed]

The drivers alzo raced in a supporting
event featuring Citroén DS cars, which they
proceeded to destroy by treating them like
dodgems. This demonstration so alarmed
the ruler, Sheikh Rashid, that F1 has taken
over 30 vears to refurn to the UAE!

Jeremy Rawlins

Vig email
Good memory, Jeremy! Bring back
the DS Demolition Derby, Bernie

Mddirets: F | Bocing. Hoyrerlis! Pubiehire (| fsdireton S, Bmam Frood Tedding
ol ey e wish i be donsicesed for the o leSer prine mest oha indds B

REMEMBERING PETE

Im your feature about the Singapore GP
(Fi Racing, October) there's a reference
to a “motorsports mad architect” called
Pete Wimberly who worked with the
Singapore tourist board in the 19805,

I work for the firm Pete founded in 1945.
We are now referred to as WATG and are
the largest architectural firm specialising
in hospitality design. A couple of years ago
one of our senior partners gave me a pencil
sketch drawn by Pete in 1087. Upon seeing
the article, I pulled out the sketch and
noticed that it was Pete's original proposal
for grandstands at the Singapore GP.

Pete was very active with the Sports Car
Club Of America and designed several race
tracks, including Buttonwillow REaceway
Park in California. He also drove vellow
Lotuses in anger around tracks in the USA.

It's nice to see Pete is still
being remembered fondly

; in the racing community.
’H"'ﬁ Brian Husting
Vg ezl
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This sketch of @ Simgapore GP grandstand is from 1987, when
an F1-mad architect worked lor the Singapore laurist board
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SIAR LETTER

MEDALS ARE POINTLESS
Bernie Ecclestone’s proposed medal
awards has moved me to write. While
this system may make the leading four
or five drivers be more aggressive, what
effect would it have on the lower teams?
Some of the greatest battles in recent
vears have been fought by midfield
drivers scrapping for the single point
currently awarded to eighth place.
Couple this possible change with the
addition of KERS, the new aerodynamics
and a possible qualifying shake-up, and
there is a real danger of alienating the
armchair viewer, This would be a disaster
after Hamilton and Massa gave us one
of the best season finales in vears and
reignited the interest of casual viewers.
The medals svstem is over-complicating
a season that is already looking like
causing confusion among many.
Stuart Burton
Chester
Possible medals... KERS... What
next? Front wings like snowboards?

Woold midfield batties sufter in the feture if medals were
snly awarded Io drivers wha finished on the padiom?

alAR PRIZE

Stuert wins on [iofion leother holdall from Carocolla
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THE NEW WORLD'S LOSS
IS OURS TOO

Every time I think about the fact that Fi will
not be going to either America or Canada in
2004, my heart sinks. Bernie Ecclestone’s
need to maximise income and profitability
for the sport’s owners CVC, who are very
definitely not a philanthropic institution, is
entirely understandable. But as they do so,
it's the fans, the car manufacturers who own
teams and the rejected countries themselves

ﬁ £1 RACING
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that suffer, to the benefit of places for whom
grand prix racing is not part of their culture
and who are associating themselves with it
for mainly commercial reasons,

As a disappointed enthusiast who doesn't
have to take any hard decisions it's easy to
whinge, but it's a rock-and-a-hard-place
situation for which there is no glib solution.
Bernie needs the money, America and
Canada can’t or won't pay it and Bernie is the
one who makes the decisions. Fair enough,

but it's a very sad situation for F1 because the
result of a business confrontation is the loss
of two very distinctive and historic circuits
- Montreal and Indianapolis = in countries
where Fi reallv ought to be for national
enthusiasm and road car business reasons.
To be honest, it's the loss of Canada that
grieves me the most, because it's passionate
about Formmla 1, has a go-vear history of
races at three very different circuits and puts
on a eracking show. Trving to get America



interested in Formula 1 is like trying to push
waber uphill and, heaven knows, Bernie has
tried hard enough to do it over the years. Fi
has pitched its tent at nine different places in
the USA, but even Indianapolis, the modestly
self-styled Racing Capital Of The World,
failed to cool America's passion for NASCAR.
If they had been able to do a long-term deal
with Bernie maybe they would have - in
time. End of message,

Apropos of nothing, I'll never forget
watching, slack-jawed, in 1981 as Tom Jones
opened the Las Vegas eireuit by riding round
it dressed as a Roman gladiator, standing in
a horse-drawn chariot. It was there, too, that
one famous driver found, to his delight, the
whaole of his vast bedroom ceiling was a
mirror, and where I could see the circuit in
the Caesars Palace car park better from my
room in the Flamingo Hilton than 1 could
from the commentary box. Only in America...

S0 if the United States is a lost cause we
can only helplessly hope that Bernie will
relent over Canada, or that the Quebecois
will up the ante. But in today’s straitened
financial circumstances, and with other
non-traditional countries maybe still able to
meet The Master's demands, I'm not holding
my breath. Very sadly it looks as though
Canada and America, like Africa, Argentina,
Austria, Franee, Holland, Mexico, Portugal,
Sweden and Swatzerland are now just places
we used to go to. But I sincerely hope not,

HOW THINGS CHANGE...

1 did a piece for BEC TV programme The One
Show recently, commemorating 50 vears

of Mike Hawthorn becoming Britain's first

F1 world champion — and it set me thinking
about how different things were in his day.
For instance, Mike's ascent to the top was
unprecedentedly meteoric, making Lewis
Hamilton's career look positively pedestrian,

In 1951 Hawthorn won 12 out of 18 races
in his Riley Sprite at Goodwood, Castle
Combe and other UK circuits. Just two vears
later he was not only a full-time Ferrar
works driver but, at the French GP, against
superstars Fangio, Ascari, Gonzilez and
Farina, he won one of the most exciting and
dramatic races of all time. Battling wheel-to-
wheel with Fangio's 250F Maserati, he won
by a second after nearly three hours and 311
riveting miles of passing and re-passing.

Fi then was much less professional, much
more happy-go-lucky and much lower key
than it is now. Fewer races and far less
money, but much more fun. There is precious
little inter-team driver socialising these days,
but there was plenty of it in the 19508, Mike
was the James Hunt of his time - a dashing,
fun-loving party animal who wore a flat cap,
smoked a pipe, chased the girls, enjoyed a
paint and wouldn't have known a physio or a
race engineer if one jumped up and hit him.

Those were the days when the engine was
in front of the driver, who wore thin sotton
clothing (with a bow tie for Hawthorn), had

“Do you waal me to do Seme karaoke, ol chums?™ A dashing
party amimal, Wike Rawthorn was the James Heal of his time

no safety belts and, with no roll-bar, towered
dangerously out of the car - a flimsy high-
speed fire hazard and potential death trap.
In 2001 Michael Schumacher drove some
laps at Silverstone in the 4.50tr Ferrari 375
in which Gonzilez won the 1951 British GP.
He was openly appalled at how hazardous it
wiis. The circuits then had no Armeo or run-
offs and medical facilities were basic, Several
fatalities a year were the name of the game

and not very much was done about it, “The
throttle works both ways; if vou can't stand
the heat, get out of the kitchen™ was the
general attitude, but the buzz was terrific. |
commentated on the fabulous 1952 Boreham
race when new boy Mike, in a 2ltr Cooper-
Bristol and clad in a billowing military anti-
gas cape to combat the rain, out-drove the
great Luigi Villoresi in a 4.51tr works Ferrar
for most of the race. For sheer euphoria I've
never known anything like it. The crowd
went wild as a new British hero was born,

Unlike now, when multiple wins contribute
to the title, Hawthorn only won one of the
10 qualifying races (excluding the Indy 500)
in his championship vear - Stirling Moss
had won four, But thanks to Ferrari
reliability Hawthorn took the honour by just
one point (just like Lewis Hamilton 50 years
later), before announcing his retirement.

A few months later Mike Hawthorn was
tragically killed in a road accident on the
Guildford bypass. The Farnham Flyer, who
had livened the scene so0 much with his
‘Mon Ami Mate’ Peter Collins, was no more
and there was not to be another British world
champion for four years (Graham Hill),
when the F1 scene would be very different.

“H Was Iess professional,
Wilh much eSS money

- DUt much morg

fun
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£ NECDIAS RIBERI

man who raced with “Jesus Saves” (Cristo Salva) on his overalls
had to drive a racing car with a naked woman painted on it — such

was his desire to compete in Formula 1.

After winning the 1973 Brazilian Formula Ford championship, Alex

Ribeiro came to Europe to compete in F3 and F2. He made his grand
prix debut at Watkins Glen for Hesketh in 1976 when the team was

sponsored by Penthouse magazine and Rizla cigarette papers. During
the 1977 season he raced a works Hollywood March 761B and his best

results were two eighth places at Hockenheim and Mosport Park.
Ribeiro then stepped down to Formula 2 with his own Jesus Saves

Racing team, and was given one last shot to race in F1 at the end of '79
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FROM SPREADING
PENTHOUSE'S WORD
TO S5PREADING THE
WORD OF GOD...

with Fittipaldi — but failed to qualify. Apart from driving the Medical = Mew | ARerabrief Fi cameback as Medical Car driver Irem

Carin F1 from 'g9-2001 he’s been pursuing a much worthier calling. ..

*I was 18 when I first got my driver’s licence,
but I had no money. So [ prayved to God that 1
could have a Berlinetta Interlagos but [ ended
up with a Volkswagen Beetle. Then my father
had a huge accident in this car and spent six
months in a hospital. [ used to work at a
small mechanics shop where [ was turning
the Beetle into a racing car and that’s when
I first put “Jesus Saves™ on the side of it.

“In F1 1 believe 1 planted some seeds. Jesus
had saved me from lots of bad things. After
the end of my F1 career | was busy taking

M F1 RACING JANUARY 200%

care of my business — my farm — so [ turned
down to an invitation from Atletas de Cristo
[Athletes Of Christ].

“At the end of 1984 [ was digging a well on
my farm. It took all day and the water was
right up to my neck. Then [ saw a little albino
frog and I started to ask myself what [ was
doing here. [ got a divine answer: [ was in the
well because I'd disobeyed the Lord's call. So
I decided to help with Atletas de Cristo.

“I've been doing this for almost 23 vears
now and I'm very hands-on. [ don't like to

13852001, Ribeire has fcused oo sutreach work

stay behind a desk. We help athletes to live

a Christian life, and teach them how to deal
with their relationship with God and mankind
and to be more dedicated, more focused.

“I was the chaplain of the Brazilian football
team for the 1994 World Cup and have also
been to the Olympics. Remember when
[goalkeeper] Claudio Taffarel got on his
knees? That's because we prayed to be the
country that could spread God’s message
to the world, to a major number of peaple.
That was a huge motivation to the players.”

LAT ABCHINE



THETOP TEN...

DRIVERS WHO FAILED 10 WIN A GP

some came close; others barely qualified. But they all have that empty feeling

He spent 23 laps in the lead during his
career, which began in 1980 with Alfa

Romeo and ended with Sauber 14 vears later.
His best chanee eame at Spa in 1983 where
he led until engine problems struck, but
perhaps the biggest clue for his lack of
suceess was his nickname; *De Crasheris’.

He was a close match for Senna during

their British F3 season together, but
despite drives with Benetton and MeLaren,
never made the top step. In 1992 Brundle
amassed 38 points (sixth overall) as team-
mate to Michael Schumacher and came
closest to victory in Canada that vear,

Martin Brondie's best chance lo win came |8 3 Beaellse
182, hut second al Monza was as good as il gat

MNow running a car dealership, ‘Del Boy'
was well known for his bravery during
hiz Fi1 career. His best chance bo win came
on his debut for Renault in 1984 — Warwick
was leading until his suspension failed. He
just missed the chance to race for Williams
in 1985 and never got another top drive.

Andrea de Cesaris, anf on his way
1o victory al Swzuka i 1881..
becanse be crashed on lap 2

Bv our reckoning, ‘Quick Nick' has to

win his home race at the Mirburgring
next vear to avoid moving into third place in
our list of drivers failing to win. It was at that
venue he scored his only pole pasition for
EMW Sauber back in 2005, but surely he'll
never have a better chanee than in 2004,

Jarier drove a March in the 1973
Formula 2 championship (scoring eight
wins to take the title) while also competing in
Fi, but a top-flight win would prove elusive.
In 1975 he led in Brazil until mechanical
gremlins set in, and he led at Montreal in
'78 for Lotus until he was hit with an oil leak.

The American showed natural speed
prior to Fi, but was always moving
teams. From 1980 to "84, he raced for Osella,

Tvrrell, Talbot, Renault and Alfa Romeo

= georing podiums, but never top spot.

His best performance was in his final vear

= third at the first Phoenix street circuit race.

The Italian attempted a season of Fi
with Minardi in 1985, but was relegated
hack to Formula 3000 for the 1986 and '87
seasons. He then returned to the Minardi
outfit where he spent most of his career.
The omly highlight was a front-row start
at the 1990 US GP at Phoenix.

Dubbed the unluckiest Fi dover sinee

Chris Amon and Jean Behra, Webber's
been quick over a qualifying lap (remember
the front-row start in Malaysia '047). He had
a good chanee to win in Fuji (o7}, but was hit
by Sebastian Vettel during a Safety Car period.
His moment may still come...

[
. O

Mark Webber practises his padium slasce an 20 escape
road - agals, Ban'l worry mate, i1l happen - maybe...

After two seasons with Skoal Bandit
RAM ("84-"85), Alliot flirted between
Ligier and Larrousse for the next six vears.
A one-race chanee with MceLaren came in 94
{replacing a banned Hakkinen), but it was
a career destined for midfield mediocrity,

I n A galling moment for the dutiful

Finn was the 1999 German GP, while driving
for Ferrari in place of the injured Michael
Schumacher. He was leading but gave way
to Eddie Irvine under team orders. Ghinzani
scored just two points in his 111 starts.
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JACQUES LAFFITE

Eccentric, impassioned racer who drove during a great era for /es bleus

JACQUES LAFFITE WAS one of the very tied with Graham Hill's record at the time,
best of France's ‘golden generation’ from but a startline shunt at Brands Hatch ended
the 19705 and "S8o0s. But he's probably just as his career at the British Grand Prix in 1986.

well-remembered for not taking his job too
serioushy — once calling Frank Williams from
the golf course to tell him he wouldn't be
taking part in practice. Other japes included
wearing pvjamas in the paddock for an early
morning warm-up, and barricading himself
in his hotel room during an argument with
Guy Ligier, There's traditional Gallic flair;
and then there's ‘Jacquot’.

Sinee then he has turned his hand to TV
commentary with French station TF1.

BEST TEAM BOSS
GUY [IGIER

“1 first met Guy at Le Mans in 1972. We
got on well, and in 1975 he called me to
test his first F1 car at Paul Bicard. I deove
for him for nine vears: I felt good in the

He raced for Williams (for free f.i:i.'iil"l'...
then Williams, followed by Ligier again.
Laffite retained a soft spot for Sir Frank and
his oh-so-English way of going racing, but
iz best associated with the French blue of

team, driving & French-blue car. Guy's an
amazing man whao's achieved so much in
his life. We don't see ecach other much any
more, but I still have a special relationship
with him. He's like a second father to me.”

Ligier, in which he scored all six of his career
victories. He competed in 176 races, which




FAVOURITE CAR
[IGIER Ja11-GOSWORTH

“It's not easy... I've got two in fact. In 1974
I won the F2 championship in a Martini,
but I'd choose the ground-effect Ligier J511
from 1979, when [ had Patrick Depailler as
my team-mate. I won with it in Argentina
and Brazil., It was a pretty car and it was
quick, but we weren't able to maintain its
level of competitiveness during the whole
season, for technical and financial reasons.
It makes me a bit sad looking back on it;
you end up saying to vourself that, with a
little helping hand from destiny, we might
have been world champions that vear,”

FAVOURITE GIRGUN
[HE OLD NURBURGRING

“For me, the old Nirburgring is the best
circuit in the world. It's an incredible place.
It includes every challenge, and everything
vioul need for a great track. Yoo nead to be
brave, you need heart and you must think
ahead on a lap that's over 22km long. 1 scored
my very first Formula 1 podium there for
Williams back in 1975. It's true that some
circuits aren't 50 much fun, and I raced on
a few in my carcer. But they all seem great
when vou do well there.”

FAVOURITE RAGE
{373 BRALILIAN GP

“It could be Spain 1981: I messed up my start
from pale, climbed to 2nd but just couldn't
pass Gilles Villeneuve in the turbo Ferrari. It
still has a bitter aftertaste because 1 should
have won, so I'l go for Brazil 1979, People
think it's easy to win with a dominant car,
baut I had Patrick Depailler as a team-mate...
I had to work hard to shake him off, and the
temperature was over 400 too, At that time,
there was a very tricky, long left-hander
after the pits that was hard to take flat ont.
But 1 did it to get away from Patrick.”

=

e —

TR I 2

FAVOURITE RIVAL
DIDIER PIRONI

“On the track, evervbody’s a rival. Lauda,
Reuatemnann... all of them. But people often
say that the first person vou have to beat is
vour team-mate. And for me, it was Didier
Pironi in 1980. He was very quick, very
good at setting-up the car and very good

at communicating with the team. He had

a well-formed character, he was sharp,

full of good qualities and ambitiows, Didier
was a good friend too, and it's always hard
fighting against vour friends. It was the same
thing with Patrick Depailler the vear before.”

-
A

BEST SEASON
1381

“We had a tough start because my team-mate
and great friend, Jean-Pierre Jabouille, had
to retire during the season [due to a serions
accident at the end of 1980]. S0 he became
my race engineer. Also Gérard Ducarouge,
who was technical director for five years, had
left the team but we turned things around.

I womn in Austria, again in torrential rain

in Montreal, and was in the hunt for the

title until the final race at Las Vegas. It was

a rollereoaster season, full of action and
emotion. I also enjoved 1975, when I raced in
sportscars, where we were world champions,
F2 [European champion] and F1!”
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Take three top F1 personalities and ask them to vote for six awards. Sounds simple, doesn't it?
Well, prepare for the odd disagreement or 10 as Murray, David and Martin debate 2008...

BRADLEY LORD SAM BARKER

he venue is a swanky London hotel. It's two weeks before Christmas, and
the awards season is in full swing. F1 Racing has assembled a panel of
experts from the BBC’s new 2009 F1 team, comprising David Coulthard,
outspoken pundit Martin Brundle and F1 legend Murray Walker. They've
dusted off their DJs for the evening, and they’re revved up for some frank
exchanges about such topics as Car Of The Year — and who pulled off the most
impressive manoeuvre of the season. Be warned, there’s going to be more
wrangling than a trip to the Court Of Appeal, and some equally controversial
results. So ladies and gentlemen, pray silence for your expert panel... “Sorry to
interrupt, but what if we're going full tilt?” asks Murray, barely able to contain
himself. “Can we carry on if we need a few extra minutes?” Mr Walker, your
wish is our command. Let the arguments begin...

nan






THE F1 RACI
AWARD
VENUE OF THE YEAR MONACO

2008 brought the sport's first ever night race, a soaking Silverstone classic and
a thrilling season finale. But after lengthy deliberation, it was another that stood out

Martin Brundle: I'd say Singapore.
Murray Walker: Singapore,
David Coulthard: Do you really think so?

David: We take Monaco for granted. It falls
into that category of vour favourite aunty you
don't appreciate until she's no longer there.

As a venue, | wouldn't say Singapore. It was
interesting to experience a night race, but

it was all hype and no delivery for me. You
g0 from the circuit to the hotel, have room
service, go to bed, get up and go to the track.
Murray: We've got to decide what we

mean by "best’, For me, that's Australia,
every vear, [ love the place. The people are
knowledgeable and authoritative, and the
way they do things...

David: Your books go verv well in Australia,
don't they, Murray?

Murray: [Chuckles] The books sell very
well. But putting that to one side, Singapore
was the only event that was different and
innovative, It captured the imagination of
the public, and the local population was
behind it. I must say I've never been to
Bahrain, but [ see that as a race with

very few local people watching it,

Martin: Personally, I love Bahrain...
David: We know the Crown Prince and

we hang out at his house. That makes it
slightly different...

Martin: It does help! But in Singapore, the
atmosphere was fantastic. [t was great to see
the cars on the bumps, with sparks flying.
David: Mark [Webber] made a very good
suggestion to Charlie Whiting months before
the event, which was to put titanium skids
on the cars. Charlie said they were looking at
it, but they couldn't get a unanimous decision
from the team managers. [ don't think I saw
Singapore from the same point of view as
vau twio did. In terms of the experience of

a venue, I'm with Murray: Melbourne’s great.
It alwavs gives an interesting result, and it's
an exciting, enjovable place.

Murray: I've changed my vote. I'm going to
g£o for Melbourne.

Martin: Okay, let me ask vou this question.
Your best mate says to you, "I've got some
money together and 1 can afford to go to
one grand prix next year. Where shall 1 go?”
David: Monaco,

Martin: Singapore, for sure, It was electric.
David: Really? For me, Monaco fulfils
everyone's dream of what F1 is. Ladies,
boats = vou're close to the action, the noise,
the bars, the parties... If vou've got to pick
one venue, it's the only one that stands

head and shoulders above the rest,

Murray: People do come up to me and

ask that question. And to be honest, [ sav
Monaco, There's nowhere else like it.

Martin: Right then, what are we agreeing
was Venue Of The Year?

Murray: Monaco,

David: I'm going to say Monaco. You'll
probably say Melbourne now, Martin!
Martin: I'm still saying Singapore.

ﬂ FI RACING JANUARY 2009



MANOEUVRE OF THE YEAR
KUBICA & RAIKKONEN, FUJI

T'o pass or not to pass? That was the question in 2008, especially when the
stewards got involved, So our experts decided on something a bit different...

David: 1 can give you the non-manoeuvres
of the year. 1 was involved in most of them!
Murray: What's the definition of a
‘manoeuvre’? Ritkkonen ‘'manoeuvred’ into
the back of Sutil at Monaco, didn't he? That's
not my choice, but it was bloody dramatic.
F1 Racing: Well, let’s start off by talking
about overtaking manoeuvres = moves that
got you out of vour seat,

Murray: Felipe Massa starting third on the
grid in Hungary, and passing Hamilton and
Eovalainen at the first corner. He had Lewis
Hamilton in front of him in pole position,
Heikki Kovalainen alongside him...

David: [Laughs] Murray, I don't think
Lewis is as big in Brazil as he is over here

in the UK. Perhaps Massa didn't really
appreciate the significance of what he did!
FiR: What about Lewis passing Kimi at
Spa? It was probably the most talked-about
manoeuvre of the vear.

Martin: That was a good move, veah.

FiR: Or later that same lap, when Kimi
nipped between Lewis, while he was avoiding
Rosberg? Although Kimi spun right after...
Murray: Yes.

Martin: No. It was illegal. He was avoiding
an incident. That wasn't a manoeuvre,

FiR: How about Turkey, when Lewis was
behind Massa after making his first pitstop?
If he hadn't made that pass, he'd have
finished third — and ultimately lost the title.
Murray: That was a good ane.

David: It was like taking candy from a baby.
If vou're on a light strategy and vou've got
good top speed, it's not that impressive,
Martin: Can [ throw another non-overtake
in as a candidate? I'm thinking of Kubica,
in Fuji, with Raikkdnen catching him in a
much faster car. Kubica was going through
the graining phase with his tyres, and
Riikkinen kept on having a go at him down
into Turn 1. Eventually, he sailed through
and they went side-by-side through Turns

1, 2 and 3. But Kubica held the place, his
graining phase went away and he stayed
ahead of the Ferrari. For me, that was the
manoeuvre of the vear: nof being overtaken.
David: That's exactly what I'd have said

if I'd seen it! But for me, it never even

took place: I was in the medical centre.
Murray: [ wouldn't argue with you, Martin.
David: Surely, the manoeuvre of the vear
wias Max Mosley maintaining his presidency
and coming out at the end of it looking even
stronger? For me, that's the manoeuvee of
the vear, »
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TEAM OF THE YEAR
SCUDERIA TORO ROSSO

MeLaren won their first title for 10 years, BMW won their first race, Renault

showed true “bouncebackability” -

but Ferrari made it eight out of

10 constructors’ crowns. So surely they're Team Of The Year, right? Er...

Murray: McLaren were the best team.
Admittedly, they didn’t win the constructors’
championship, but they won damn nearly

as many races as Ferrari. I've got a very soft
spot in my heart for McLaren, and the way
they came back after having a ghastly vear

in 2007, which was no fault of their own.
Hockenheim = they should have called Lewis
in under the Safety Car. They shouldn't have
let him run into somebody at the end of the
pitlane in Canada, either. [ think you've got
to talk about Foree India. They got within
something like a second and a half of the top
teams on a budget of about two and sixpence.
Ferrari and McLaren take more PR people to
a race than Foree India have got altogether,
David: The default has to be the guys who
won the constructors’ title = the combination
of Massa and Raikkonen at Ferrari, What
Ferrari have done in the last 10 vears is
remarkable. They delivered 100 per cent
reliable cars way before Max brought in

the two-race engine rules and four-race
gearboxes. They were way ahead of the game.
Martin: Ferrari are a more approachable
team now. But that means diddly-squat,
because they're not there to be approached,
they're there to win races, [ certainly don't
think it's Ferrari because they made too
many silly mistakes in the pits. They had
unreliability when others had reliability. Yes,
the Ferrari was a fast car, but I don't quite
think they gelled as a team. The fact they won
the constructors’ was more about Riikkénen
scoring more points than Kovalainen, rather
than about them being a better team than
MecLaren. | buy into what Murray's said
about McLaren recovering well from a

N1
Nl

disastrous year. | think they're contenders.
BMW did a good job too: they had a target
and moved forward; they had reliability

and speed. Had they not faded a bit in the
last third of the season, they'd be major
contenders for Team Of The Year.

David: Maybe this is a bit of a left-field
thing, but you could argue that Toro Rosso
were the best team because what would
appear to be the small, former Minardi

team suddenly won a grand prix. Obviously,
they were helped considerably by the
expertise of Red Bull Technology, who
designed every part of the car.

Murray: For what it's worth, they allegedly
had a more powerful engine than you did at
Red Bull. And they had one man at the top
in the form of Giorgio Aseanelli. You can

tell me, because [ don't know how Red Bull
operates; 15 there one bloke like Ascanelli at
the top who's calling the shots technically,
and doing it as strongly and successfully?
David: I don’t actually know what Giorgio
Ascanelli's job title is. If he's technieal
director, then I don't even know who fulfils
that role within Red Bull Racing. I've never
been a title person.

Martin: It's Geoff Willis, presumably?
David: It's more difficult to pick the best
team than it is to pick the best driver. In

the case of Toro Rosso, a team is made up of
120 people. In the case of Ferrar, it’s 1,000...
Murray: I'm going to stick with McLaren,
Martin: David got there before me on the
Toro Rosso thing, For me, the team that did
the best job with the resources available to
them was Toro Rosso. If you look at Bourdais
as well, he was a really unlucky boy through
this vear. I'm going to say Toro Rosso, »

Beaulstul fread: cansidering
Tore Rossa's resaurces
it's amazing they won at

# shaking Mears in 2008
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“ think it's more difficult to pick the best
team than it is to pick the best driver.
In the case of Toro Rosso, a team is made up of 120
people. In the case of Ferrari, it’s 1,000 people...”
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“The Gar Of The Year for me IS the Ferrari. FE
F1 is about speed and excellence, and the Ferrari e "
was the fastest car statistically and actually” RS




0 may bhave bad trohle with
getting tyres op o lemperature,
but fie F2008 delivered Ferrari

F

CAR OF THE YEAR
FERRARI F2008

The Fzoo8 was pure class — most of the time, angueay. But the MPg-23
dominated in both wet and dry conditions... and what about BEMW
and Renault? Cue an argument about Toro Rosso, then

Murray: ['m going to put on my Coulthard
hat and say Ferrari. They wouldn't have done
what they did if they hadn't had a better car.
David: ['d say the Bed Bull Technology-
designed, lights-to-flag [Toro Rosso]

victory in Monza, They took pole position
and a victory in the wet with a relatively
inexperienced driver, on a circuit that
combines low-speed and high-speed
performance and efficiency. They beat
MecLaren, Ferrari, BMW and Fenault and
not just on Sunday when evervbody finished.
I think you've got to put that in there.
Murray: But are we not talking about

the best car over the whole season?

David: That's got to be the Ferrari then,
has it not? It won the championship and,

in terms of points scored for races entered,
it's difficult to argue against them.

FiR: Did that championship win reflect

the superiority of the car, though, or was

it — like Martin said earlier — more down

to the mismateh between the driver
pairings? If McLaren's drivers had been

as evenly matched as Kimi and Felipe,
would the Ferrari have looked so good?
David: On paper, they were. If at the
beginning of the vear, vou were looking at
the combination of Massa and Riikkénen,
then vou'd have Kimi as vour number one
and Felipe as vour number two, And at
MelLaren, vou'd say Hamilton is number one
and Kovalainen number two, What actually

happened was that Massa showed himself
to be the number one over the course of the
vear and Hamilton fulfilled his role, But for
whatever reason, Kovalainen — who we all
know has got the speed, talent and all the
rest of it = wasn't able to either make himself
work within the McLaren system, which is
viery much moulded around Hamilton, or
wasn 't able to make the car work, So how
eould vou say the McLaren was the best car?
Murray: 1 think Kovalainen was more
sinned-against than sinning, because
evervthing that went wrong with the
MeLaren seemed to happen to him.

David: The best car is one that any driver
can get in and maximize easily. The worst
car is one that's only quick in the hands of
Hamilton, or only quick in the hands

of Schumacher, for example.

FiR: Was the Ferrari easy to maximise? It
had problems warming up its tyres, and look
how it performed in the wet at Silverstone.
Martin: That's just about a throttle map

ofF tyre temperatures, isn't it? Those were
moments when the car was on a knife-edge
because they were out of the zone. Overall,
this is an easy answer for me. The Car Of
The Year for me is the Ferrari. Fi1 is about
speed and excellence, and the Ferrari was the
fastest car statistically and actually. They
won the constructors’ title. They have to
have Car Of The Year.
Murray: Wow, we've agreed! »
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RACE OF THE YEAR
BRAZILIAN GRAND PRIX

The 2008 season had it all: wheel-to-wheel action at Spa, dramatic deluges at
Monaco, Monza and Silverstone — and then came the season finale in Brazil,
How did they pick a winner from that lot? With difficulty, presumably...

Murray: There were four best races:
Brazil, Belgium, Britain and Monza, for
entirely different reasons, Lewis's drive at
Silverstone was a fantastic demonstration
that will be talked about for vears to come.
David: They were all wet, weren't they?
Murray: Yes, all four races were wet. My
choice is Britain, but for very personal
reasons. The first is that, ike Martin, 've
been associated with Silverstone for a long
time. After Bernie made his announcement
during the weekend, | was very mindful of
the fact that this was the penultimate time
we were going to be there. Secondly, we had
a fantastic demonstration of wet-weather
superiority from Hamilton, the like of which
vou seldom see. And the third reason is very
personal. Having had the privilege of working
with Honda for the last few vears, it was the
last podium they got, and I think it will be
Barrichello’s last podium too. But in terms
of the actual race, it wasn't as exciting and
dramatic as Brazil or Belgium.

David: For me, Brazil was the best, There
are two events in my life that stand out as
remnarkable as a spectator. One of them is
Brazil because T was totally gobsmacked:

as they went into the last two corners, [ was
just speechless as to what was unfolding.
The other was when Mansell blew his tyre
in Adelaide in 1986: T got up in the middle
of the night to watch, and again [ was sitting
there thinking, “I don't believe this!”
Murray: Could I throw Monza into the
mix as well? It was a quite incredible result.
Vettel was on pole position, then won for
Toro Rosso, and just as I'm sure we were

all on tenterhooks for the last two laps of
Brazil, I was on tenterhooks for virtually

the whole race at Monza. I was constantly drives, but they weren't necessarily great exciting Brazil was. It was a nailbiter,
asking, “Is he going to be able to stay out in races. My immediate response was Spa a cliffhanger — down to the wire...

front?” And he did. It was a non-stop climax.  because it was just wild. But then it got David: It was Hollvwood stuff, For me, it
Martin: But with all due respect... peed on by the stewards, with a really bad has to go down as the best race because it
Murray: Thiz'll be brief: he hasn't got any! decision at the end of the race. Listening to excited so many different emotions. The
Martin: ...Britain and Monza were great you guys though, has reminded me just how pressure on Massa was incredible: he had

“Brazil was the best. | was totally gobsmacked
as they went into the last two corners. | was just
speechless as to what was unfoldingin front of me”

M-" RACING JANUARY 2009
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CONTROVERSY
OF THE YEAR

(Once the panel discussed the
stewards, we couldn’t stop them...

We ought to have a category
for Crass Decision Of The Year. Spa
would win that one, wouldn't it?

T' \ . T What was the perception of the
ﬁ e - - g stewarding among the drivers, David?
— - i~ o _? - ,_:.E & . There's always a fairly lively
4 E mm— - debate about certain decisions at the

drivers’ meeting. The race director has
an agenda to discuss from the previous
race, and when stewards' decisions are
mentioned, he'll say you can speak to
them afterwards. He knows that very
few drivers will take the time. But you'll
go, be given the statement of what the
decision was and why it was made.

How did you think stewarding
affected the racing in 2008, Martin?

Can I answer first? For me,
this interview sums up how hard it is
bo give an answer when somebody is
only partly involved. I was in most of
the races, so | haven't watched them
all. And I'm trving to keep up. Wouldn't
that be a good example of why having
random stewards is difficult?
It's difficolt. Fundamentally,

I think they do a very good job. But this
vear they made some bad decisions.

What insight would a former
driver bring to the panel?

1 “ T
They'd bring 1,000 per cent
» "Il\i - -
SR LI ., maore knowledge of the challenges of
a1 Jer 58 trying to drive an F1 car while, at the
i same time, co ith things goi
e = : , coping with things going

on around vou. But the problem an ex-
driver will have is that, at some point,
he'll have a relationship with somebaody
whao's going to be gitling in front of him.
They had it in CART racing,

with a bloke called Wally Dallenbach.
to deliver, and all of the evidence from David: That reminds me, actually. For He was an ex-driver and he was able
previous races was that he'd fall off the me, I think the most remarkable sporting to give an informed opinion.
circuit as soon as it got wel. But he didn'L moment of lhl' vear was below the podium in The reality is they open a

5 only needed to score four points, and 3, W nngratulating book, and for a type of incident it gives
that seemed more challenging for him than . n seeing them the penalty. They pretty much stick
actually going out and winning races. in the hack 3 i, but there was to the book. The question is whether
Martin: "Down to the wire' takes on a very genuine exchange of congratulations the actual incident totally links to that
a whole new meaning when vou talk about and respect, At that stage, they didn't know penalty clause in the book? That's
Brazil. That's what I'm going to go for. things were going to be turmed on their head where the judgement call comes in.
FiR: The other thing about Brazil is later on, but 1 thought it was a remarkable The worst thing is that the
that it wasn't just good mobor racing, it little moment. In foothall, vou see managers public perceived it was fixed. Whether
was incredible sport, on any le Look on the touchline shaking hands at the enc they're right or wrong is irrelevant. The
at the extremes of emotion Massa's dad of the match. When do you ever see that sport gets damaged, and the people who
went through - normally, only tragic between team princip. And when have get damaged most are Ferrari.
circumstances can do that to a person... vou ever seen it between fathers? »
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THE F1 RACIN

DRIVERS OF THE YEAR
FEINATIES P T & A et S T AN

Lewis won the drivers’ title, but he'll have to share this one. If Murray, David and
Martin give any more three-way ties, we Tl have to introduce a medals system

Murray: There are three main contenders,
who are Hamilton, Kubica and Massa, I've
been agonising away about it and I feel as
though I'm stabbing my countryman in the
back, but my choice is Felipe Massa.
Martin: I'm thinking of Lewis’s victories. In
Silverstone, which was just an extraordinary
race, he went and found grip that nobody
elze could find on the racetrack.

Murray: When it comes to Massa, first of
all, he won more races. | know that if Lewis
hadn’t had Belgium taken away from him,
then he'd have won more, but Massa lost
two races through no fault of his own - in
Singapore and when the engine blew up

in Hungary. Massa made fewer mistakes
than Lewis did; Massa overcame a world
champion team-mate; and he put down his
reputation of being a wild boy. Between the
two of them, they scored nearly 200 world
championship points this year, and there was
one point between them. That's how close my
choice 15, but I'd put Massa one point ahead.
FiR: With all due respect to David, could
anybody else on the grid have done what
Lewizs did in Silverstone?

Martin: Presumably not, otherwise they
would have, He had some standout drives
this vear. He made mistakes, but remember
he's got a lot less experience than Massa.
The reality is Lewis got a lot of penalties, but
Massa lost more points through unreliability
and erazy pitstop situations than Lewis did
through penalties. And there were some
standout drives from Felipe as well. In Brazil,
he was extraordinary, But there were other
occazions when he was a bit lacklustre, like
in China: Raikkonen nearly eouldn’t slow
down enough to let him by, At Silverstone,
to be fair, his car was just undriveable and
Riiikkinen fell off the road in a similar way,
a similar number of Hmes.

David: I think the Ferrari appeared to be

a difficult car in the wet. Kimi dropped it in
Spa, which helped balance out showing how
difficult the car was at Silverstone,

“| feel as though
I'm stabbing my
countryman in the
back, but my choice
is Felipe Massa”

Martin: It's a really, really close call.
Murray: You couldn't put a cigarette paper
between them.

Martin: If vou really study the facts, Ferrari
had a faster car in eight of the races, while
MeLaren were faster at four of them, So
Massa had a better car than Hamilton did,
and more support from his team-mate...
Murray: But do vou agree that Lewis made
more unforced errors than Massa? When
Felipe lost points, it was mainly through
things that were no fault of his own.
Martin: Yes, but the bottom line for me

is that the right man won the title.

Murray: Oh yes.

Martin: And over two years the kid could
have had two titles by now = and he nearly
had none,

FiR: He was a point away from being

a double world champion and a point

away from winning nothing at all.

Martin: Exactly. It's a close call, and

I wouldn't fight vou all night Murray, but
my vote goes to Hamilton.

Murray: David, vou've got the deciding vote.
David: For me, it's impaossible bo separate
car performance from opportunity. You
have to look over the whole season, and my
feeling is that the best driver over the year
was actually Alonso. The team grew during
the year, and they grew because of his efforts.
The British probably have an indifferent
view of him because of what happened with
Lewis, but seeing him behind the scenes,

it's different. He was motivated at the
beginning of the year — he pounced on every
opportunity, and he won two races in a car
that was clearly not as quick as the others,
Murray: What about Kubica, though? He
always drove above the ability of the car.
FiR: You could say Kubica made fewer
mistakes than Alonso...

Martin: Yes, Piquet whupped his ass

a couple of times, didn’t he?

FiR: Alonso crashed in Monaco and Canada;
he spun at Magny-Cours, where Piguet

“Alonso pounced on
every opportunity, and
he won two races in a
car that was clearly not
as quick as the others”

finizhed ahead of him, and at Hockenheim
too, Whereas Kubica only made one mistake
all year - in the wet at Silverstone,

Murray: He had a virtually flawless season.
David: You've got to balance it with the view
Alonso's a double world champion. He's got
the trophy cabinet and the finances to not
really give a shit if the car isn't performing.
We've all geen guys who find themselves in

a less-than-competitive car, and just don't
deliver. I'm not looking at an individual race
where he had a cock-up, 1 think you can do
that with any of the drivers. Kubica is a good
example, but my emotion takes me toward
Alonso, There are several drivers who did
amazing jobs, though: when you look at
Lewis's lack of experience, it's scary to

think what he can do in the future,

Murray: Vettel was incredible, too.

David: Yes, but the only reason 1 wouldn't
put him there today is becanse he's a rising
star in a small team. There's a big difference
between arriving with no pressure and the
first year when vou have some pressure on
vou. [ think that makes Lewis's performance
thiz vear more remarkable, In vear one,
there was no expectation; all that talent was
bubbling under the surface and it came out as
the year went on. This year, the pressure was
on. Look at Riikkonen: he was champion,
but he didn’t seem to be comfortable with the
car — didn't really seem that bothered.
Martin: I think we're agreed that Vettel

and Kubica did a great job, but not quite
encugh. But we're completely disagreed

on the drivers!

David: If we wanted to do the politically
correct thing, we'd all just say “Lewis™ and
we could all just get on with it.

Martin: If we were in a debating society
here, we could make a very, very strong

case for all three of them.

FiR: Our readers will love that it hasn't been
politically correct. Doesn't the fact you can't
agree reflect the spread of talent in F1 today?
Murray: Exactly. FO

“I say Lewis. The
bottom line for me
is that the right
man won the world
championship”

F1 RACING JANUARY 2009 M
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A great season for F1 was a great season for the sport’s Ieading photographers, too. Here's
a countdown of the top 20 images of 2008 - voted for by the photographers themseives...

hat a year it's been: great

racing on the track, oodles

of controversy and the

championship decided

on the final corner of the

final lap of the final race.

Recording the dramatic

goings-on in the world's most photogenic
sport were the best Formula 1 photographers
in the business — who, as you'll see, have
been in frankly staggering form.

Here's how it works: over the next 17
pages, you'll see the 20 best pictures of the
year counted down to crown one eventual
winner. But for a bit of a twist, we decided to
get the snappers themselves to do the voting.
All of them received the 20 pictures, and put
them into a top eight, with number one being
their favourite, and so on (they weren't
allowed to vote for any of their own). Points
were then awarded in the current F1 scoring
fashion (medals were a bit too complicated),
and a definitive top 20 was reached.

So now, sit back and relax as Fi Racing
cordially invites vou to peruse the best
Formula 1 photography of 2008...

F1 RACING
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WE HAVE LIFT-OFF

In the first half of 2008, Timo Glock
geored just five points and people
were wondering if he deserved his
place in Formula 1. Then he began
to deliver. A faultless second place
in Hungary served notice that he
meant business: and his second-half
total of 20 points was nearly double
his team-mate’s. It did enough to
prove Glock s worth for 2000,

Charles says: “F1 cars rarely get

completely airborne, but the final

chicane at Magny-Cours is one place

whiere they still do. This shot really - -
emphasises the speed at which they & —
launch off the kerbs.”

n" THE EI.IHE over team-mate Felipe Massa all weekend, Clive says: “As the cars did more practice

Kimi Riikkinen had more bad dayvs than easing away from him as the race unfolded starts through the weekend, these marks
good in 2008. Yes, he set 10 fastest laps, . built up. I saw them from the press room
but he only seemed to wake up halfway aster, is wasn’ and thought, “There's a pic there.” It was
through most of the races. China, though, a dav for thi i a choice of getting the car or the tyre marks
was different; China was like Malaysia, 30 hie in focus; 1 went for the tyre marks, with

or Magny-Cours. He held the upper hand helped set up the title showdown in Brazil, the cars disappearing into the distance.”

Photographer : Where Drtails

MF: RACING JANUARY 2009
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The Felipe M;:

00PRS, 1DIDIT AGAIN

;@ whao began this vear
i1!1|'5-e_=:_'||';-1:i 1o b the Fel i]:u_ Ml a=zes of old,
At Melbourne, he attempted a lunge
down the inside of David Coulthard that
caused the Bed Bull to skitter across the
orange gravel trapin a trail of debris.

LIFE ON THE TERRALES

SUPETTHIWERS
rise and fall, coonomies crash = but
Monaco is still Monaco. “A sunny place

" as Somersel Maugham

nd go, civilisations

for shady people
once put it. Animmovable point on the
calendar; an epic challenge for man and

In Malaysia, he blamed the kerbing for
Bt as the
 stature and

spanming him out of the
season unfolded, so M;
maturity grew. The irrational made way
for the consistent, as he repeatedly
confounded his critics to lead Ferrari. Tt
brought him so close to winning the title.

machine; and, it has to be zaid, the scene
il rac

]-.lqﬁ yoid these Ilhu skies,
sevand the harbour, but
Hamilton came through the chaos
for his first Monaco win,

Glenn says: “This incident between DC
and Massa happened a little way into the
race, 1'd started to do some panning shots
e gravel flving up gives a
i of speed. Maybe all
the gravel ll'.qn. should be painted orange
because it gives such a vibrant look.”

) r:hr road -
clearly how many drovers take different

lines through this section. Some of them
get really

trom here YOu CiiN 588 more

se to the barriers.”

F1 RACING JANUARY 2009 @
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ALLA BLUR

Qualifying at Sepang, and DCs car
is pushed back into the sheltering
embrace of the garage. All eves
are om the RBg after the front
suspension broke during practice,
prompling the FIA to announes an
investigation. Coulthard's unfazed:
“As a racing driver yvou never think
you re going to have a car failure.

I have complete faith in the team.”

LA LA L R A R R X
LA A AR A LN RN

ALL-SEEING EYE

If you wait lang enough, vou might
get the chance to glimpse a rare
sighting of the lesser-spotted
Bermie. He's an unusual creature

~ slight in build and ageing in years;
but still quick as a hawk, Those eyves
can see prey a mile away, and once
the elaws are in there's no letting
go. At 78, his mind is rzor shamp.
As one of his associates talks into
his ear, Bernie listens intently,
caleulating his next move, Never
try to outwit him. You'll fail.

Peter says: “1 shot Bernie at
avery high shutter speed to reduce
the depth of field and to sharply
focus on the intensity of his eves.
This picture was taken in the
paddock in Istanbul. T saw him
through the little fake trees in
front of his motorhome, in the
middle of a discussion. | just
waited for the right expression.”

IKRUARY 2009
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Mark says: “T used quite a slow
shutter speed to make this picture
more graphic. You can really see
the movement of the e
front end of the car; it gives the
iI1I:L_L'I|" A BEnse "I'!,|r'p;|_:||_'_l,', which
perfectly reflects what it's like
during the qualifying on. It
makes a fairy ordinary situation
more interesting.”
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SHINE A LIGHT

After a fourth in Monaco, Mark Clive says: “This was on a really
r must have thought things i

WEpRD I.II:II‘_iII_!_" I_IIFI I !F._' WS CVEN Oon

the front row at Sibverstone. Butby  the Ferraris and Red Bull

the vear's end, he was at the hack throwing up a lot of sparks, so

of the midfield pack, and his luck we went down to have a look.

hasn't improved: a broken leg has

pat him out for mo the winter,

Lo

- S Sl g, -
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Phe Viadimir Rys/Gefty
Monireal, Canada

" Canon EOS-1D Mkll,
300mm lens, 1/400 at F3.5

ASTAR IS BORN

Take one team that didn't get on
the podium in 21 seasons, Add a
15 beam bos

L. Vettel more than

justified his hype with a stunning
drive in Monza, when his team’s
nimble, quick thinking put him in
contention. Huge talent did the mest.

Vladimir says: “[ took this photo
in the ga nadian GP,
When Veltel came in, he put hi=
balackiva on with his hae

then the colour on th er1 i
front of him changed and he had

a beautiful violet light on his face.

I made 2ure to underespase a bit
and took no more than two or three
shots. I was a nice moment.”




Grey, drab clouds scud across the
skyline, threatening to deposit
their contents on the track below,
Just as the wind picks up, trackside
marshals keep their fluorescent
overalis tightly zipped and Liowis
Hamilton blasts into view, crests
the rise and dips down into the
hairpin at the end of the back
straight. He looks completely

at home, but Silverstone this ain't.
Believe it or not this is Istanbul:
usually scorching, but not in May.

@H RACING JANUARY 2009

Lorenzo says: “We normally
arrive at our vantage point half an
hour before the session starts. And
thiz is on the back straight, about
500 metres from the tight hairpin.
There's a small gap in the Armco,
just next to a marshals’ post. The
Friday afternoon session had only
Just begun; five minutes after this
pictire was taken, most of those
clowds had gone. Evervone thinks
it's Silverstone, but remember
Turkey was earlier this vear,”




it safe the whole weekend,

dAropping |_|:|'.'.|| by &
champion. Until t'I'u Ja
of thie w

the sit

and ||||_-.l. W

Steven says: “This was taken from l’n-

MeLaren garage dur

in gpualifyin
moments: ;

i.l|.-|||1 job, ||:'
tense afti "'|||_|1n||1:|||_| '
the garage an
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BULL RUN

What's more important in Fi:

the individual, or the team? Shick
work in the pitlane has never
mattered more than today, when
tiny margins separate failure

from success, Teams train hard,
rehearsing hundreds of times a
year. All for seven sepnnds of hallet
that best sum up why Fi is, and
always will be, a real team sport.

F1 RACING JANUARY 200%

Mark savs: “I wanted to put a
different spin on the traditional
pitstop shot. People have done
it at slow shutter speeds before
bt usually from the pitwall,
looking towards the garages. This
was taken from the inside of the
garage looking out, so the pitwall
becomes the backdrop. It's a little
bit different, and it works.”



ROLLING RODAD

It's the final moments of qualifving and
Lewis, head bowed in his MP4-23 cockpit
exits his garage and rolls down the Fuj
pitlane at the mandaton anph He's god
one last shot to claim pole. And sure
enough, he gets it. Unfortunately it all

turns to disaster come the mace, Ina mad

fusion of red-muist and tyre smoke he loses
hiz head at Turn 1, then |'|'.-:|'!:|:'|'\. later
collides with title rival Felipe Massa. It
condemned him to a lomg aftermoon in the
midfield, and questions resurfaced about

hosw he deals with the |'|II.':-C.'-|.II1‘1I1 aworld

title showdown. His response? A flawless
pale and victary a week later in China.

Lorenzo says: “There's very little shadow
because the car is back-lit by the low
autuwmn sun, The days are short duning the
Japanese GP, 5o that gives a erisp light,
which is different to some of the summer
races, Here, it shows the undulations in the
pitlane. People think Fuji's a modern track
bt it's actually got quite a lot of histone.”




i
N

"IEHT FE"E“ and dampers to cope with the bumpy Steve says: “This was taken during

They were going to bed at Gam and surface; pulled wings on and off as their the Singapore night race and I think
getting up at 2pmn. Life for the mechanics engineers ummed-and-aahed about the lighting is quite theatrical. It makes

in Singapore was a little bit unusual, but downforce, And then, late on Sunday night,  the image almost monochrome. You get a
|i-r:-g'.||'.'.;|_',~1I_|u':.';,|,|;l,|'-||,'|| '.'.-:n:xill:_:'||||'-:|',:!_'I|| |E|'|i'-.-':|'|,i|J-=:|'|'|--.'.’|:-':‘.-||||:i||||;|-h|||||E|'| great impression of the teanwork imvvolved

the night on the cars, then sleeping all pressure every time the drivers pitted. It's in any good pitstop, and how many people

marming. They fine-tuned the suspension all in a night’s work for an F1 mechanic, they cram into such a tiny space.

on EOS 1D M, 16mm lens, 1/250 01 F5.6

DC REFLECTS

A poignant black and white shit
seems appropriate for DC in 2008,
This vear was a5 much about
looking back as looking forward.
It's easy to torget he onee went
wheel-to-wheel with Schumi - and
came out on top. In his rookie vear,
e rattled Damon Hill too, He mav
never have had the steel to win the

title, but he's a better man for it

Viadimir says: °1 asked David's
PR if I eould make some portrails
of him. | already had an idea of
thiz shot a few races before, but
France was the right time for it
Ihere wasn't much going on in
comparison with the British race
a couple of weeks later, where

DC announced his retivement.”



Canon EOS-10 Mkl

|
Albert Park, Australi |'
500mm lens, 1/800 ot F4.3 |

LHRASH LANDINI

David Coulthard’s fareseel

sepson didn t quite go to plan J

At race one, his car crumpled
around him hke balsa wood. At
round 18, he raced to... last place,

after being taken out at the second

corner. Highlights were few and
far betwean, As for ‘00, he'll e
with the BBC, providing insight

about his peers — and probably

a few inappropriate jokes, too... l’

Steve says: “This was the
|:I‘\-':I'\IZI.':.I" ll.r:;!!".""\-l race of .

the season. It was obwviously | f‘

terrible start to the vear for David A L

Coulthard and Red Bull, but as ;f«" ' \

this shot proves, it was a great I| ~
start to the season for me! I was II|

just very lucky to be in the right ; ‘-. |I

: :
place at exactly the right time.

e
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SLIP SLIDING l“'ﬂlf until the final races, For Mick it must have Andrew savs: “One of the benefits of
"Quick Mick' didn't quite live up to his ot hike vils repeating itself: traction control being outlawed in 2008
hilling in 2008, He couldn't make the vassa and was that cars were sideways a lot more.
"ol-spec Brid, 15 work, and it meant This was taken early in the first practice
did what he does bes t his head down micay, on cold tyres, and
;|||-:_| l.~.'|||'h_'-:|-:|l.|i1'||_'.' |1|_'. ::rl|_| 1k gl 1 At NEs = Ing 1
methodicall 5. Robert e comer rather than out of it. He held

will b loaki an toit, but it roined his |.||'|."

darts into the shadosws. The Ferran
powers out of the Abbey chicane
and under the brd o
i ay marning, the
sher huddles Beneath the
sting the Ferran sid
5 Up the awes mely

quick right-hander ahead.

Lorenzo says: “A slow shutber
1 gets that blurred fiect.

What makes this shot iz the red-
and-white wall on the other side
of the track that bleeds into the
colours of the Ferrart. Only half
the shot is under the bridge, so
the image is half lit, half in shade.
It gives that bleached effect on the
rear wing and the engine cover.”

(T3 F1 RACING JANUARY 2009



Al THIS TIME OF YEAR, THERE ALWAYS
=00 to be one awards CETEIIONY after
another, so 1 thought I'd hand out a few
gongs of my own,

First, the award for Tactical Masterstroke
of the Year: Heidfeld pitting with only two
laps to go at Spa. When the rain started, his
experience told him that it would be very
difficult to survive on dry weather tyres on
guch a long circuit. A quick pitstop vanlted
him from seventh place to second.

The Best Pitstop award goes to Force
India for their gamble in Brazil, bringing
Figichella in early and fitting dry weather
tyres. But for a clutch problem later he
would have scored points, If Williams,
Honda or Red Bull had been thinking on
their feet and done the same, we would
now have a Brazilian world champion.

GARY ANDERQON

Tactical Masterstroke, Worst Pitstop... my 2008 awards

Il have to make twio Worst Pitstop
awards, both to Ferrari, Specifically: Massa
in Singapore when he set off with 1.I||_~ fuel
hase still attached, and Raikkonen in

Valencia wwhen ran over his re-fuelling man.
Both were major team errors and, in a top
team, they simply shouldn't happen
Technical Director of the Year goes to Toro
Rosso's Georgio Ascanelli, who showed that
a true racing spirit can bring rewards. They
are minnows compared to the manufacturer
teams, but embarrassed most of them at one
time or another and in Braz) nearly changed
the outeome of the drivers’ championship.
Race Engineer of the Year was Ferran's
Rob Smedley. This vear, Rob demonstrated
that he is just as good with people as he is
with machines. Massa is a very complicated
imdividual, and Rob showed real mind

everylhing right in
Erazil, bt It just

wasn'l bis day

management skills in keeping him focused,
motivated and controlled through a high-
PTESSUTE SEASON.

For me, the defining moment of the
season = the “Make it happen” moment,
vaou eonld say — was Massa's valiant drive
in Brazil. With all the pressure of possibly
winming his first world championship, in a
Ferrari, at his home race in front of 80,000
fans, he did the only thing he could do and
drove a faultless race bo win. It just goes to
show that you can do evervthing right, but
when 1T's not vour day it's just not your day.

WifLr

Hi= a technical consultant to RES World
of Soor, Gary Anderson provided posts
race analysis throughout the 2008 season

on v, ros, oomiF

www.rbs.com/f1

Make it hanpen”
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REMEMBER ME?

Flashes of brilliance, mixed with
episodes of apathy, Fernando
Alonso came Lo life towards the
end of 2008, snatching wins

in Singapore and Fuji. Onee
worshipped for his world title
successes il Renault, Alonso is
hield alesft by his team after his
Japanese triumph., This time a
flash of brilliant, white light adds
an unearthly, almost ethereal,
glow to his celebrations as the
:~'..'|1.'i-'.lI_I|'.~'u.:2|';'|||:|l|=.- |'|ih. i"ll_ii 1.\.'i|'|.

M FI BEACING JANUARY 2009

Lorenzo says: “I decided to get
an alternative angle — something
vou can se¢ from the fact that two
of my colleagues, Andrew Ferraro
and Charles “Too Tall’ Coates,

can be seen in this shot. It was
actually taken from the media
centre above the pitlane, I've
been lucky o caplure someone
else's flash = it does give Alonso
a bit of a holy look, Plus, [ quite
like the clarty of the figure in the
confusion of the world's press.”




e oo

HE“ Ell"f AT NIG I. Throughout the Clive says: “This was taken with a really

zlow shuiter B

fumbier 1 e

- e with all the grey
It showed Fi at its [ think I took this from
no little controver 1 about 50 metres rom 1

prowd, And a little bit rcher too, no douly one of my personal favourites from 2008,

Clive Moson/Getty Images Marina Bay, Singopore  Canon EOS-1D MK, 70mm lens, 1/8 of F8




P A DUSTING DOWN

An indifferent vear for Mark
Webber didn’t exactly start with
a bang. With qualifving well
underway at the Australian GP
hack in March, Webber started
his hot lap, pushing on regardless
despite his instinet telling him
somiething wasn't right. And then
whatever it was let go and pitched
him into the gravel at Turn 6. Pi5
for the first grand prix of the vear,
at his home race, wasn'L quite
what he'd hoped for...

[ANUARY 2

Mark says: “1 was 3000 up,
harnessed to a heli but standing
on its landing skids = with my lens
strapped to me in casze [ dropped
it. Because of all the buffeting 1
had a high shutter speed; Webber
lost control just as the chopper
was turming so T followed him,
The colowur of the gravel trap :

the shape of the track and barrier
make this quite graphic, but shiots
like this are all about being in the
right place at the rdght time.”










TYOU !

QUESTIONS

FLAVIL
BRIATURE

Hush, please. Mr Briatore wants
to talk about the serious issues
affecting F1. And after that, he
would like to discuss slippers,

Ron Dennis selling knitwear
and his tips with the ladies

WIORDS BRADLEY LORD PORTRAITS LOREMZO BELLAMCA SLAT

lavio Briatore is 6ft-plus of
caricatured contradictions. To some,
he's the Machiavellian ogre who'll

eat a timid racing driver or two for
breakfast. For others, he's the newlhywed
who quesed for an economy flight to
Bangkok after the Singapore GP, just to
make sure he got home to “er indoors’ on
time. When he makes pronouncements
o cost-cutting, he probably does so
admiring his handmade slippers on

a multi-million pound vacht. Briatore
can be cut-throat and pitiless, or loval

to a fault. Funny, fience, charismatic..
but above all different to every other
team principal in the paddock. Summing
him up is like trving to catch guicksilver.

Whao better, then, to take up the
challenge of cracking the Flavio enigma
than the readers of Fi Racing? As he
gettles himself in the BEenault hospitality
area and takes the question cards in
hand, a quizzical evebrow is raised. “All
of these?” he smirks playiully, assessing
the two-inch thick pile before pretending
to throw them away. Yup, afraid so...

What changes would yvou make
to Fi1 to help it appeal to a wider
audience, without losing support
from core fans?

Fans want to see racing. 1 don't think
they re interested in what yvour

suspension is made of. We need to
keep technology, but races are too
predictable. Every time we have a good
race it’s becanse something happened
with a Safety Car or the weather. We
need more fights between drivers. The
races should be held at a better time
as well — 2pm on a Sunday is not right.
We need to be starting at 6pm oF 7pm.

Flavio, vou like girls and parties.
Would it be good for Fi1 to have
drivers like vou — like in the *7os

= to make the sport more *human’?

L il

Sometimes we're too far from the people.
Ome of the problems we have is that the »

AL I| |.:"

IANUARY Z00Y DR



{YOU st QUEST

drivers — even the managers - are too
clinical. In normal life we're very human,
but we're too far away from the fans. The
day F1 gets closer to its fans will make it
a better sport for everyvbody:.

Given the recent announcement
about Honda pulling out of
Formula 1, how do you think
the sport will get through the
current global economic erisis?

Christopher Trott, UR

F1 is part of the wider economic world
and we are part of this downturn, If
vou look at the manufacturers involved
in F1, they have all lost somewhere
between 40 and 70 per cent in the stock
market over the last six months, which
is an incredible amount of money, We
need to take quick action to give the
right signal to people for 2009 and
2010, The time for looking around the
garage for different wavs to cut costs is
gong — we have to take an overall look
at Formula 1. I believe it's possible to
have the same show, or better, for 7o
per cent less than we spend now.

What’s the biggest mistake you
have ever made in Formula o7

Johim Chean, UK

Whenever vou make a mistake in this
business, it's a big one, It was a mistake
not to insist Michael Schumacher stayved
another year with Benetton [at the end
of 1995], and a big mistake not to insist

QDID) - /[ e
Faw has discevere many young taleats, bot Robert Kubica

'--1-...’_‘ I e

thraugh the net after bis test for Renaslt in 200§

enough for Michelin to stay in Formula 1
[at the end of 2006]. Those two mistakes
cost me two more championships.

Flavio, vou used to have a
reputation for being a fun-loving
bachelor. Has married life changed
vour lifestvle much?

Peter Lin, San Fraonciseo, [TSA

My life hasn't changed, apart from some
of my travelling is with my wife now...

Which year was your favourite
championship, and why?
N1 |'::|'-"::.'-.'.". [ |

The favourite? That will be the next one.

Has Alonso come back different
after his spell at MeLaren?

Sylvan Favter, UK

Fernando is Fernando. He came hack
with one more year's experience. And
at this kind of high level, especially in a
very competitive team, that's important

What did vou feel when Alonso
told you in December 2005 that
he was joining MeLaren for 20077
Wikoday Vesselinow Todorow, .‘*C_.':-:||||

For sure, it wasn't good. It was
Christmas and this was not a good
Christmas gift. | knew it would be
difficult for him because the human
part is very important to Fernando,

and I knew he was not happy there, But
I wasn't angry or disappointed. Just sad.

“Schumacher was not
as good at handling
pressure as Alonso”

F1 RACING JANUARY 2009
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You'vie worked with Michael
Schumacher and yvou currently
work with Fernando Alonso. Who
was the better driver and why?
Frzanna (skiera. Poland

They are two different drivers, in
different eras of Fi. But between the two
[ believe Fernando makes fewer mistakes
than Michael. The more pressure vou put
on Fernando, the better he gets. Michael
was not 50 good at handling pressure.

Do you think Mark Webber killed
i black cat by shattering a mirror
over its head, underneath a ladder,
on Friday the 13th? Have vou ever
seen somesne with worse luck?
Steven Melntosh, Australia

[Smirks] Hmm. I've suggested he should
go to Lourdes,

Why didn't you sign Robert Kubica
after Renault tested him in 20057
Mirosiauw Parys, [USA

You need to ask Bruno Michel...
[Briatore’s business associate, in

charge of driver management]

Are vou staying with Renault, or do
you want to pursue other things?
Ermec Scura, Camada

REenault’s like a family. We were
together at Benetton, we did the
Supertec engines and then the Renault
team. [ have a good understanding with
RBenault and [chairman] Carlos Ghosn
is pushing very hard to make F1 the
pinnacle of the company's image. 1 will
be in F1 as long as people want me, and
at Renault for as long as I'm having fun.

As an Italian, would you like

to work with Ferrari some day?
Pawl Murray, freland

When you're Italian, you have two
choices: beating Ferrari or working with
them. I choose to try and beat Ferrari.

What has been the greatest
achievement in your life so far?
Chard, UK

I've done evervthing [ wanted to. I'm
very lucky: I'm still motivated, 1 have
fun and I've got the best job in the world.

Rt I
SSITITTI LOLELSE

As someone who's succeeded in

Fi and retail, do vou think Ron
Dennis, Frank Williams or Stefano
Domenicali could sell knitwear?
Tim Catton, UK

Stefano probably has a chance. With

the other two, forget it. No chance, »




“Yes, I've sigoed 2 lucrative deal with Ferrani!”
Hay wishes be'd kept Schumi for at least asather

year after taking his s2cond titie for Beaeiian
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What profession did you aspire
to undertake as a child?
CrlErpery |'|....'.'|"._ w1 ":E.'|

I was very confused! I didn't really know
what T wanted to do, but [ wanbed to
travel and see the world. I think 1 found

the right path.

Would yvou like to see Fi return

to North America, and if so where
wotlld you like to race?

Chris Korte, LISA

It is fundamental for F1 to be in America,
but in the right place. For me there are
only two: Las Vegas or New York. As for
going to Canada rather than the USA,
that's a bit like dating the sister of the
maost beautiful girl in the world.

We often see vou wearing
monogrammed slippers at the
races. What would your perfect
pair of slippers look like?

Tim Cardiner, LK

I've got a lot of different slippers. The
last ones 1 got were special QPR ones,

Every race day, on French TV, yvou
get the expected pitstop laps right
for all the drivers on the starting
grid. What is vour secret?

lI'I:I:'I P SsT i |"_. (T PR

(Fives a cheeky half-grin) The secret

is to have a lot of friends... and to guess
a bit, too. It's not a question of being

a magician: there's a lot of information
out there and vou end up knowing a bit
ahout what's going on.

You have shown great skill in
driver management. When do

you pick up on the new drivers

to manage and how do vou
replenish vour roster?

|I ITERI 1 '.:| Il |r"-\. s

It's a question of feeling, Like any
manager, you need to be a little bit ahead
of evervbody else, A lot of voung guys
want to be managed by us, but you can't
manage 300 drivers, You need to find
the driver vou believe has the talent to
20 to the top. And somelimes vou make
a mistake, like we did with Kubica.

ASK
THE

What is the single most important

daily ethic that you stand hy?

Koger Hiscock, Canada

Be concentrated on what vou're doing
and give 100 per cent of vourself,

Which driver from another team
have vou most wanted in one of
vour cars, but couldn’t have?
(rary Robzon, England

For the moment, the only driver 1 want
is the one I've got: Fernando Alonso.

Do yvou still dream of achieving
something vou haven’t vet in F1?
i prcl Merckel, Framed

If you ask anybody in F1, they all want
to win the next championship. I've been
successful, I've won two titles in a row
with two different teams, and I've had
two of the greatest ever voung drivers

- Schumacher and Alonso. Mavbe the
final thing is to get a voung French

driver on the podium with Renault.

If Luciano Benetton had not
appointed you commercial director
of Benetton Fi, where do yvou think
vour career would have taken vou?
Johin Sharpe, US5A

In life, you need to be in the right place
at the right time, and [ was with Lueiano.
Benetton was a big part of my life and

I always need to be thankful to them.
Without them, my career would have
been different = but mavbe better, too.

What do vou find more exciting

- seeing QPR score a winning goal
or Fernando Alonso execute a
brilliant overtaking manoeuvre?

I| :-,"'i.'-l (riTEi '-'|.". ':"- I |"-.

The beauty of sport is the emotion it
gives vou that nothing else can. At the
moment, my emotion is Fernando
because he is part of a team, and there
are 1,000 people around us, But I'm very
happy when QPR score a goal as well.

What's the secret to vour success?
-I'I LT Illi..'.-":"u."'fl |I'|||.||

Work hard, never give up and if vou
want to make it, beat evervbody.

“The beauty of sport is
the emotion it gives you
that nothing else can”

QUESTIONS}

Thee anly F1 driver Fiav wants is the one bhe's gof: AMeasa

If you could pair up any two
drivers from your team's history,
which drivers would they he?

. A \
s Al '\.l.'.'.l'.' LaRaaa

My dream team would be Schumi and
Fernandoe. But vou would need open
competition between them, with twao
separate teams inside the team.

Next vear, because of the new
rules, everyvone will have a fresh
start. Do vou think Renault have

a chance to win the championship?
|I '.'.'I“ I.I..I-I- L I T

Renault improved a lot in the last vear.
After Michelin stopped [at the end of
200 ], we had a real dizaster because
we went in the wrong direction with the
windtunnel. We recovered little by little,
and when you see what we've achieved
this year I believe the team's strong
encugh to fight against anybody.

How do yvou explain vour success
with the ladies?

Wartin Towmnsend, TR

It’s simple: vou need to have fun.
Ladies are looking for fun. And befare
Formula 1 stressed me out too much,

I was very fun... F)
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After failing to qualify for the 1980 Mexican &P, a young Italian driving for a plu
came within three laps of causing one of F1°s biggest upsgts. This s how it happened...
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n paper, evervthing was right.

n House had Italian hotshoe
Ivan Capelli, who'd put himself
on the map by daring to overtake
unng
MeLaren's dominant 1988 season;
and were bankrolled by Japanese
property magnate Akira Akagi, whose
expanding property empire also ineluded
the clothing label Hugo Boss, The team

had the money and driver to put design
guru Adrian Newey's ideas into practice,
but nothing was working as it should.

“We'd grown too fast, too quickly,” says
team boss Ian Phillips, now director of
business affairs at Force India. “We just
didn't have the manufacturing facilities.”

Newey's solution to having an
underpowered, off-the-peg Judd V8 engine
was to be aggressive and innovative with the

‘ L

v

aerodynamics. But his no-compromise - ﬂﬁ:em a number of things Adrian

design philosophy was al odds with the
practical necessities of outsourcing the
car's manufacture. The cars were
unreliable and difficult to drive, suffering
chassis flex and aerodynamic instability.
“#drian was very focused on the
windtunnel numbers and not so much on
whether the drivers could be comfortable,”
remembers Capelli. "It was a very tight
space to work in. The chassis was like a
second skin for me and the steering wheel

was very small - just 250m - s0 it was very

hard to control without power-assisted
steering. Often you couldn’t change the
steering angle once you were in a eorner,
especially the fast ones, so vou just had to
commit to the corner and hold the steering
there, hoping that you'd got the angle right

and weren't just going to Ay off the circuwit,”

had pushed, such as the high-nose concept,”
says Geoff Willis, now Red Bull's technical
director = back then he was a jobbing CFD
specialist who found work at Leyton House
after his America’s Cup project was
cancelled. “A whole generation of cars had
the flat bottom running out almost to the tip
of the nose. Fundamentally they still looked
like turbo-era cars, or Indvears, Adrian had
detected that, as we used the diffuser under
the car more and more, the entry conditions
to the diffuser were becoming more
important - cleaning up the flow, raising
the chassis, tidving up the front wing
design. The Leyton House was the first to
have the nose very high, with a splitter plate
underneath, which F1 cars still have today.”

Trouble is, the coneept wasn't translating
from windtunnel to track. The 1089 car was



slow and fragile. As the "go season got
underway, the new CGgo1 chassis looked
like more of the same. Capelli's suspension
broke at the season-opening US GP and
team-mate Mauricio Gugelmin limped home
last, six laps behind the winner. Then morale
plummeted when neither driver qualified at
Interlagos, the second race of the vear, After
returning from Brazil, Phillips fell ill = he'd
contracted viral meningitis from the shower
water in his hotel. A power strupggle
ensued while he was in hospital,

Newey was out of favour with the
interim management. But he'd found out
what was wrong: the windtunnel itself. It
wias early days for large-scale rolling-
road tunnels and a structural flaw was
skewing the numbers.

*“I remember there being a question
of fexibility in the glass-reinforeed
plastic working section [the area that
the phyvsical model of the car sits in),
and also of there being an acoustic
instability,” zays Willis. "Sound waves
and other flow phenomena interact, and
if the tunmel's quite flexible vou can get
an acoustic resonance through it, which
iz then reinforeed by the distortions of
the flow caused by the physical motion
of the sides of the tunnel.

“There was definitely something funny
about it because it dida't eorrelate well with
track operations. In those days we had huge
diffusers that were very highly loaded and
very shallowly angled. And if vou pushed
them too hard in the real world they gave
very aggressive ride height characteristics
= the difficult thing was to get the windtunnel
behaving =0 vou picked up thizs problem. It
was very tempting to overcook the diffuser.”

“J“ﬂ “ l IIE starting to improve,

towards the end of June, Adrian came to see
me,” says Phillips. “He said he'd had an offer
from Williams, he wasn't happy with how the
team was being run, and that he needed to
step up - we just didn’t have the resources to
do what he wanted to do. I suggested that he
negotiate a pay-off and move on. He assured
me that they'd found a fix for the car and that
the mods would be on for the French GP.”
The CGgo1's problems were so bad they'd
taken months to sort out. By the sixth race
of 1990 at Mexico, when once again neither
car qualified, chief engineer Gustav Brunner
was asked what could make it go quicker.
“We could try setting fire to it,” he said.
Two weeks later the Fi1 eircus assembled
for the last French GIP to be held at Paul
Ricard. Leyvton House had to finish in the
points or thev'd be forced to pre-qualify for
the rest of the races that season - meaning
they could be packing their bags by Friday on
cach GP weekend. The CGooB looked subtly
different, but underneath it had a structurally
stiffer floor with a totally remodelled diffuser.
Capelli cansed uproar by qualifving in
seventh = but that wasn't to be the end of it.

M EY BRACING TAMNNBAEY 009

“The circuit was flat, which helped us,
and it was also very hard on tyres,” says
Capelli. “We learned that everybody else
was planning to stop for tyres, so Gustav
and I decided to change the front wing set-up
s0 that the angle of the right-hand side was
different from the one on the left. The idea
was to produce more downforee on the side
of the car that was on the inside of the two
quick cormners — Signes and Beausset,
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I keep [he reigning champion’s Ferrari behind him by not stopping tor fres

"We had a set-up and driving style that
would preserve the tyres, enabling us to stay
out until the end. I'd been interpreting these
corners differently from everyone else, We
could take Signes flat, but it was my intention
to arrive there and reduce the throttle a hittle
bit, losing speed but keeping the tyres fresh.”

Capelli started cautiously, losing three
places, Ahead of him was a line of champions,
past and future: Ayrton Senna, Alain Prost,
Nigel Mansell, Nelson Piguet...

“The only person |
actually overtook was
Patrese” lvan Gapelli

*During the opening laps it became clear
that our stratezy could work,” he savs, “As
I came on to the Mistral Straight I could see
all the cars lined up ahead of me, and I knew
I'd be able to get near the front when they
started pitting. The only person [ actually
overtook was Riceardo Patrese,

“When they'd all pitted 1 found myself
leading, with Mauricio behind me. I watched
all the signals from the pits. [ knew that the
new tyres would be strong for the first few
laps and then deteriorate, because of the
condition of the circuit. Soon I realised that
it would be possible to stay in the lead until
the end, with Mauricio making it hard for
the others to get close enough. But then
[ saw smoke coming from Mauricio's car.”

Gugelmin's oil pump had fallen off. He'd
covered Capellis tail for 2o laps but there
were 27 to go and Prost, the world champion,
desperately wanted to win his home GP.

"In just five or six laps, Prost caught up,”
says Capelli. “1 said to myself, ‘Okay, when he
arrives, then I will begin my battle with him.™

Then Capelli’s right-hand mirror fell off.

"1 could only see him when I was on the
straight and he was on the left, so when [ got
to the first cormer, which is where yvou usually
did the overtaking at Paul Ricard, 1 was just
braking very late and turning-in, not knowing
if he was there or nat..."

With three laps to go, tantalisingly

i‘{ iAKN[) P b} close to a huge upset, a final twist came.
DE F? ANC

“The oil pump came off, 1 had to back
off to preserve the engine and Prost went
past. But I wasn't thinking about the
lead. The engine was stuttering and
Jumping, but still going = all I could
think about was getting to the finish.
Onlv when [ saw the chequered flag
did it sink in that I'd lost the race.”

Brunner was so excited that he
jumped off the pitwall and onto the track
as Capelli took the flag in second place,
ahead of Avrton Senna. Phillips had
been watching on Eurosport; BBC
viewers were denied live coverage of
the race because rain dunng the
previous week had forced play to carry on
through the middle weekend of Wimbledon.

“We could have been disqualified.” he says.
“We made up a story that Gustav had lost his
footing and accidentally been pushed off.”

Leyvton House would never reach these
heights again. Newey had started the 1901
car, which was to be powered by a brand new
Vio engine built by llmor (later to become
Mercedes Benz High Performance Engines).
Team personnel who saw the designs recall
it was almost a dead ringer for the FwWig
that Mewey was to produce at Williams,
Leyton House had already prototyped active
suspension and a sequential gearbox, but
incoming technical director Chris Murphy
binned Newey's work and started again.

Within months Levton House began to
unraviel. They scored just one point in g1,
when Capelli finished sixth in Hungary.

As the Japanese property boom turned

to bust Akagi's business empire imploded,
overwhelmed by bad debt. He was arrested
while police investigated a scandal at the Fuji
Bank involving the issuing of forged deposit
certificates to property companies. The team
wits sold to a consortium but folded in 1903,

Capelli joined Ferrari for ‘92 - replacing
Prost, ironically enough. But the car was a
disaster and Capelli fell foul of team politics.
After two GPs with Jordan in "g3, he quit Fr.

“I didn't realise that would be the closest
I'd ever get to winning a race,” he savs, “But
1 was lucky to finish second, and to stand
on the podium with Prost and Senna.

“There was such potential in what we
had = Adran took his ideas to Williams
and played a big role in them winning the
championship many times. Then he moved
to McLaren, where he had the Ilmor engines
that we'd started with. We had all the good
people = but at the wrong time,” PO
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The red cars from Maranello have won eight of the last 10 constructors’ championships
- it makes a compelling case for the Scuderia being the greatest sporting team of all time...
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THE DRIVER
WHO PAINTS HIS
OWN CRASH HELMETS

“If you want a job done properly, do it yourself,”
$0 the saying goes. It seems that Alex Wurz has
taken this advice a bit too literally...

WORDS BRADLEY LORD
PICTURES LORENZO BELLANCA/LAT
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lex Wurz 15 well-known for being a bit,
well, quirky, Before becoming a racing
draver he was a BMX world champion,
and he began racing in F1 wearing
one red and one blue boot (although he
now admits that was *more a PR stunt™ than
superstition). And he's so tall that somebody
once advised him to have corrective surgery
to make his legs shorter. But that’s not all...
Uniquely among Fi1 drivers, Wurz paints
his own crash helmets. A driver's helmet is
a precious thing, representing one of the few
bits of “free speech’ they are still allowed in
madern Fi. “It's the last bit of identity
someone can have,” agrees Wurz, IU's not
unknown for drivers to throw a strop if their

helmets are touched, or to nominate specific
people who are the only ones allowed to look
after the helmet during a race weekend. But
Alex has taken things a step further.

"I have a bit of an artistic side, and 1 love
designing,” explains Wurz at his Monaco
home = with a helmet in front of him on the

kitchen table. *I did my design when [ was
very voung, but it was complicated, and
nobody could do it the way | wanted. Then
I met a guy called Knud Tiroch. He's a great
airbrusher = he does the Toro Rosso livery
now, We became friends, and 1 told him

I wanted to paint my own helmets. So he
gave me all the equipment back in 2000."

Characteristically for anyvthing involving
a slightly obsessive F1 driver, the process
i complicated - and Alex has developed
his own, individual stvle of working,

*If you serew up a helmet, vou have to
start again, 5o the guys tell me I'm guite
extreme because [ do evervthing freehand.

I don't measure anvthing, I just put the
helmet in front of me and start doing
putlines. It means every piece is unique, but
it’s quite risky because if I try something and
it doesn't work, 1 have to start again. There
have been a few times when [ woke the whole
house up screaming after | made a mistake.”

The painting process takes three days, and
there can be no errors. In its own way, the
pressure's the same as making a zero-defect
chassis, or building an F1 engine. The paints
are water-based: they're more complicated
to work with, but safe for the kids running
through the kitchen as Wurz works, Alex
has even done helmets for ‘customers’, like
10-time motocross champion Stefan Everts:
“You always fall in love with things vou do.
My wife thought it was great, but when
[ gave it to Stefan, he said, 'l don't like it.”

The real question, though, is whether
all the effort’s worth it? Does it make
any difference to the finished product?
*[ choose them by how they look on TV, or
on a picture,” explains Alex. “No one will
ever see what 1 see, Bul it's just what I like,”

It was Oscar Wilde who said, “All art is
quite useless.” But perhaps that's just the
point: there's real satisfaction to be found
in perfecting a detail that won't make the
car go any quicker, and that only he will
ever notice. By that measure, Alex Wurz is
probably the fastest artist in the world. FO

Alex Werz desiges aad hand-paiats adl his helmets. The process
fakes Ehree days to compiete, and if be makes ane mistake be
must start again. He's even desigmed deimets for other peaple

F1 RACING JAWUARY 2009 M



! | i

Tiaj ﬂlsalnuaml from the grid and ended up in a dusty
stats book. | these constructors once diced with, and

tluminattll l:inld lamas Illla Mclaren aml Inrrarl

5 MAURICE HAMITON F1CTURE S LAT ARCHIVE

he list is long and varied, but

the reason for quitting is usually
the same. More than 40 F1 teams
have either closed their doors
voluntarily or had bankruptey
officials do it for them.

The pattern is familiar. Huge
enthusiasm for such a eolowrful
sport attracts entrants who
discover that budgets adequate for other
forms of motor racing quickly become
derizory in Fi. Even well-organised teams, i
from the days when finance was not the all-
consuming factor it is now, found difficulty
matching the demands of bank managers
instead of the pace of competition.

Preparation for Formula 1 goes beyvond
simply building competitive cars. Money
may b the root of all evil but, as the team
casualty list shows, it's the necessary evil
at the root not just of success, but survival.
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TYRRELL

IT MAY HAVE been almost 40 vears ago,
when things were less complicated, but
Tyrrell achieved the seemingly impossible.
Starting from scratch in 1968, this team
won the championship in their second vear
and another twao titles within the next four
seasons using cars built in a wooden shed.
The team’s run of success was due to the
pragmatizm of their owner, Ken Tyrreell, and
the skill of his driver, Jackie Stewart. This,
with support from EIf and Ford, produced
an efficient package, completely free of hype.
Tvrrell were small, and they were a family.
The mechanics, some of whom had been with
Ken in junior formulae, staved loyal for more
than 25 vears. But it was the final decade
which would prove to be the most difficult.
Stewart's retirement at the end of 1973
coincidentally signalled the slow start of a
decline that would accelerate into the 19805
as the team's home-spun philosophies were
overtaken by the rapidly changing face of Fi.
Tvrrell was old-school, and those virtues
of honesty and dignity were gradually

Abave: Tyrrell was 2 family (2am with 2 loyal, committed staft
Left: Jody Scheckter tesis the six-wheed Tyrrell P34 in 1978

overwhelmed by the vulgar demands

of commercial expediency, Hil!‘!']l.'n.' puit,

Tvrrell ran out of money and had no proper

means of finding the necessary vast sums.
Post-Stewart, there were one or bwo

highlights, such as the six-wheeled P34.

The fact that this car, with its four tiny front

wheels, had been built in complete secrecy

(a5 had the first Tyvrrell F1 car) said evervthing

about the t L pompact nature and respect

for the mischievous wishes of their owner.
Ken Tyrrell adored his motor racing but

that infectious enthusiasm was not enough

to sustain his beloved team. The Tyrrell

Racing Organisation was sold to British

American Tobacco (Lo become BAR) at the

end of 1997, Ken died of cancer four vears




BRABHAM

BRABHAM WAS BORN of one man’s
wish to build his own car and withered when
the next owner became more interested in
making money.

Having won two world titles with
Cooper, Jack Brabham formed Motor Racing
Developments with a fellow Australian, Ron
Tauranac, in 1961. The title was changed to
Brabham when it was pointed out that MRD
had rude connotations in French,

The first car appeared in 1962, and the
first win came bwo vears later, but Jack
Brabham's intuition really paid off when he
saw an opening presented by the new gltr

B 11 RACING. JARUARY 20609

Nelson Piquet made the mest of
Brabdam's nnovalive esigns, [king
be world tilkes in 1981 and 1883

engine rule for 1966, Brabham had Repeo in
Australia use an Oldsmobile V8 as the basis
for a reliable engine that would take him and
Denny Hulme to titles in 1066 and "67.
Brabham retired at the end of 1970 and

Tauranac sold the team to Bernie Ecelestone,

This may have been Ecclestone’s entrance
ticket to a commercial society he would
come to control in its entirety, but he was
serious about his team. The clever move
was emploving Gordon Murray, a yvoung
maverick who possessed a wonderful
imagination to mateh his design talent.
The result was three wins in 1974 and
second in the 1975 constructors” title.
Murray’s genius produced the BT46B “fan
car — so superior that it walked off with the

1978 Swedish GP and forced Ecelestone to
withdraw it for the next race or face a revolt,
The team’s peak would come with world
championships for Nelson Piguet in 1981 and
1983 — Murray hringinp; further innovation

by re-introducing refuelling stops.

Then the impetus began to run out and
Ecclestone, his attention divided, sold the
team in 1988, It was the prelude to a sad
couple of seasons sliding down the grid to
closure halfway through 1992, by which time
Bernie was making his millions elsewhere.

Team fomder Jack Brabham drove his own car in the 1968
drivers’ championship, with Denny Hulme taking il fn 1967

ﬂl‘lﬂi‘tﬂl.ﬂ:ﬂﬂhiﬂﬂl‘ll”
Brabkam and wsed the talents of designer Gordan Merray (i)

COOPER

A TEAM OF their time. Charles Cooper
and his son John saw an opening in the
post World War 11 market for cheap and
reliable racing cars. By dropping a small
motorcyele engine = ten-a-penny at the
time = into the back of a simple tubular
chassis with wishbone suspension, the sooee
formula fed a mass market desperate to go
racing. Although they produced front-engine
Cooper-Bristols, which raced occasionally
in F1, the Coopers would use the rear-engine
concept to revolutionise grand prix racing,
At first, the 1.9ltr Cooper-Climax was
underpowered, but Stirling Moss brought
the first of very few wins by running without
a tyre change in the searing heat of the 1058
Argentinian GP. But, when Coventry-Climax
stretched their engine to 2.5ltrs, the Cooper
became a horse of a different colowr. Jack
Brabham used the more nimble car to out-
run the Italian opposition on his way to
consecutive world titles in 1959 and 1960,
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LOTUS

LOTUS WAS SUCH a consistently
innovative foree that, despite occasional dips
in competitiveness, it seemed motorsport
could never be without this British icon. After
establishing the marque in 1952 and entering
F1 six vears later, Colin Chapman pioneered
the monocoque chassis and walked off with
seven wins for Jim Clark in 1063, A second
drivers” title came in 1965 and a move to
Ketteringham Hall in Norfolk suggested
Lotus would be around forever.

Chapman then wheeled out the Lotus 49
with a Ford V8 as a fully stressed member
in 1967 and won the championship with
Graham Hill the following vear, The wedge-
shape Lotus 72 brought a posthumous title
for Jochen Rindt in 1970 and provided

The firm from Surbiton in Surrey was on
borrowed time from the moment the likes of
Ferrari and Lotus switched to rear engines.
Brabham left to set up his own team and
Cooper won only one more race {Bruce
MeLaren at Monaco in 1962) before Charles
died and John was injured in a road aceident.

In any case, the family name was becoming
firmly attached to the performance version of

Emerson Fittipaldi with the equipment to
win his first championship two yvears later.
And still Chapman was not finished; an even
more dramatic exploration of aerodynamics
spawned the ground-effect Lotus 70 with
which Mario Andretti dominated in 1978,

[n December 1982, Chapman died of a
heart attack at the age of 54. He had been
investigating active suspension while the
authorities had been investigating him over
alleged fraud concerning his involvement
with the bankrupt DeLorean car company.

The race team continued in the capable
hands of Peter Warr, a link with Eenault
and Ayrton Senna putting Lotus in
contention for the title in 1986. When Senna
left for McLaren and Warr later moved on, it

signalled the beginning of a motley collection

of owners, designers and drivers that led to
the team’s eventual demise in 1995.

il =

The Goopers’ rear-
Engine concept
revolutionised
grand prix racing
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To this.. Jack Brabham powers his way i victary at the Belgian &P and in the 1860

in 1969, driving (he Gald Leal lolus - the
st 1 b ary sponsarshy

Meazd 1883: Colin Chapman 5ils alop Jim Chark’s Latus
after clinching the drivers” and construciors’ titie

It was sadly ironic that Team Lotus
shotld be bankrupt when it was Chapman
who had pioneered commercial sponsorship
by painting his cars in Gold Leaf colours in
1968, Another stroke of brllianee from the
man who was Lotus.

I| -

warld litie
the Mini. The team moved to Byfleet in
Surrey and completed a deal to use the
hefty Maserati Viz for the gltr formula in
1966, Despite a useful line-up of drivers,
there would be only two morne victories:
John Surtees in Mexico 1966 and Pedro
Rodrguez in South Africa 19067, The moment
had passed, and the Cooper team quietly

closed its doors at the end of 1908,
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MATRA

MATRA EEMAINS UNIQUE as a racing
team spawned by the need of a major French
acronautic institution to highlight its
technical prowess in the automotive world.
The association with cars began when Matra
bought Djet and saw motorsport as a means
of promoting this small sports car company.
The first Matra racing car appeared in 1965
and the company’s background was apparent.

Jean-Pierre Beitvise gets sume air du
1969 Germas BP. Mulramsed F1 253
llhnfrllnlmtt

While the works
Matra struggled,

Jackie Stewart won
races for Tyrrell

Ebris Amoa in the 1872 Malra at Meaace - he was the I-IJ]HJ'II'I"IHTIHHMH dowa (heir ivelvemeal in F1

When Ken Tyrrell was persuaded to have
Jackie Stewart test a Matra at Goodwood
in 1967, the Scotsman was immediately
impressed by the rigidity of the chassis
and the quality of construction. Tyrrell
did a deal for Formula 2, and it brought
excellent long-term benefits for both sides.
Matra decided to build not only an F1 car
but also a Vi2 engine. As a precaution, they
provided a chassis for Tyrrell’s fledgling Fi
team. While the works Matra struggled,
Stewart won races for Tyrrell, almost taking
the title in the team’s first year, and securing
it in 1960. Then politics took a hand...

When Matra's automotive division was
sald to Chrysler France, the parent company
insisted on using their Viz, Tyrrell stayed
with the Ford engine and bought a March
chassis, leaving Matra (now Matra-Simea)
to struggle with their glorows-sounding but
underpowered weight handicap in the rear.

Gradually, the F1 operation wound down to
a single entry for Chris Amon in 1972, Matra
focuzing on sportscars and winning Le Mans,
By 1974, the F1 effort had ceased and Matra
fimally withdrew from competition. The aim
had been achieved, albeit at considerable
cost but with solid engineering integrity.




Bruno Senna stands on the verge of F1 as the nephew of the greatest :Irifar-nﬁlrﬁiiii F1R
meets a young man eager to prove himself - and confident that he can Ilqndlu the pressure
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ush hour outside London’s Waterloo Station.
Traffic is at a standstill. Faceless businessmen
rush along the pavement, late for another credit
crunch disaster briefing. It's gam on a typical,
grey November day in the capital. Typical, that
is, until a blue baseball cap appears, zig-zagging
through the crowd. The brim points towards the ground, protecting
itz wearer from the winter chill. His slender physique weaves,
purposefully through the pedestrian traffic. As he looks up,'ﬂm iy,
something hauntingly familiar about him: the dark curly hair, the
bottomless brown eyes... The first name may be Bruno, but thisre'’s ki
no mistaking this guy’s called Senna. The resemblance is uncanmy, S
Think ‘Senna’ and what comes to mind? Brooding ns, mayber s %
Or messianic intensity? You think of feuds with team-mates; o Bl s
final, fateful crash at Imola 1994. It's the most famous surname in e A
motorsport - and probably the biggest burden furun}ryﬂunf% iy
to carry as he prepares to enter the sport. A-bit like steppi ngonte S5 ;
a football piteh with ‘Pele Jr' written on your bagk:« hmmag 4}%5 '
ring with ‘Ali’ on your shorts. How-could any voung ﬂﬁwrmﬂa&- “" ;
Senna be genuinely free to affirm his'own identity, or carve hisown .. r
place in history? It's a conundrum Bruno has faced ever si‘nmh&tﬂ? *’ﬂ %

his mum, Viviane, that he wanted to follow in his uncle’ s.fmmﬂps iy __',,a"
'__.,_.._ ke

i z
s =l o s ik
-...r_""!' i~

Lewis Hamilton often speaks about A:.-Tmn ilu hﬂmlgﬁﬂ >
he's said he feels “a connection”, Does that annoy you? ~

I don't think Lewis compares himself on purpose. He's very confident
and he’s a great talent, so he doesn't need to be doing that. Anyway,

I don't think he does it in a negative way; [ don't think he's saying

he's better than Ayrton, because he's a big a fan,

G

Does that give vou an even greater motivation to beat Lewis
on the racetrack?

My motivation is to race against the best drivers in the world. If Lewis
is the best = and he's the world champion - then I want to race him.
If you can beat someone like him then you know you're pretty good.

What does Ayrton mean to you now?

He's my reference. I look up to him as someone who had a very

successful life because of the way he approached things. Luckily,

[ don’t have to put much effort into being like him because my

whole family is very alike in terms of how we live life and how .
we deal with life. There's definitely a Senna stamp. i)

Is he *“Uncle Ayrton® to you or ‘Senna the racing driver'?
He's Uncle Ayrton; he always has been. When 1 think of him on
the professional side, ves, it's Ayrton the racing driver, but most
of the time I think of him as someone from my family. I was only
very small at the time and sometimes I was a bit shy, but he was
still just someone from my family.

Is there a particular memory of him that you chmsh?
Not really; there are just lots of memories in gerl’
to go back to the times when we were at the beach house in Angra
on holiday because we had great fun racing each other on jet skis; or
going to the farm together and racing karts. Ayrton was a family man.

: - e
Do you still visit Ayrton's farm? R
Whenever I'm in Brazil [ go back there. It's about an hour and a half :

muth of Ean Paulo and my grandfathu still guesthmwv R
going to see if we can get Felipe Massa's kart race - :umnti} | T— M—;’#‘ B

Florianopolis - to take place there next vear, although I havent =%
mentioned this to my grandfather yet!

100 JANUARY 2009 s



St

l'

mdmth affect your ambition or your passion for
motorsport in any way?

pudily ambition, yes. When 1 realised he had died, 1 knew immediately
lﬁﬁfd&jnqn t going to be racing any more because the environment
wasn't tight for me to say, "Hey, I want to drive go-karts.” I didn't
become scared of racing or anything like that; it was simply a subject
that we never discussed and I just went on and did other things.

What did your mum say when vou said vou wanted to race?
My love for racing and cars never went away and my mother knew
that. But she was still quite surprised when [ told her that 1 wanted
to go into motor racing. She thought it was something to do with me
being 18; she thought it was a phase. After about a vear, when I'd
broken a total of five ribs in go-kart races, she realised 1 was serious,

What is vour mother's view of your career now?

She realises now, looking back, that we should have moved to cars
straight away. But it's very easy to look back and decide vou should
have done things differently. When [ started racing she was very
worried about the safety factor, Now [ think she's worried about
the success factor!

How have your fa.l"rﬂ[jf supported you in the past uﬂi rs?
My grandfather is still not so keen on the idea of me racipg, but - %
everyone else in the f'.!mi,ly has aupp-uru-d me 100 pe . My mium

eame Lo all but two of my races in 2008; onéo isters, Bianca, is :
mvmanageranﬁmynﬂin'mater Paula, istﬂ .. _--- Ilw. hrtme'ih=f
London. She's very arty and messy; she’ll probabl me mad! #’&
Would you have got this far without having the most

famous surname in motor racing?

The Senna name helped bring in sponsorship to allow me to go
racing. But if I didn't have the surname and still had the money, it
would amount to the same thing. [ didn’t fimish second in the GP2
Series because of my surname. [ did it because I was able to do it.

Hmlu I“ﬂ .m answered endless questions about Avrton

over the years, with people probing the raw emotions of-losing . __*
a close relative who also happened to be a world-famous superstar,

But he responds to each enquiry patiently, pausing as he does so.

The hand movements are slow but deliberate. His answers have

a depth uncommon among current drivers. And there's a laid-back

JAHUARY 2007
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comviction that belies the fact he's only been racing cars for four
seasons, He never karted, never battled his way through the ranks
like Hamilton, Alonso or Schumacher. As recently as 2004, Bruno
expected to have a career in his grandfather’s car business in 8o
Paulo, putting his degree in business administration to good use.
Now he's a runner-up in GP2 - and on the verge of F1.

Mot that you'd know it as he talks, though. When Bruno smiles,
a wide, warm grin lights up his face. His conversation is relaxed and
carefree; there's a spring in his step. Midway through an answer, he
looks up: “Did yvou see me on TV the other day?” he asks, "It was my
presenting debut...” He's almost over-eager, keen for people to see
something he knew he did well. He wants, quite simply, to impress,
It's as if — whisper it — he's just like any other F1 hopeful...

Can you remember how you felt at your first ever race?
[ was so nervous! [ couldn’t sleep the night before and there was
a big hole in my stomach throughout the weekend. That was a
Formula BMW race in 2004 and it took until the middle of "os,
my first season of Formula 3, for my nerves to calm down and
my confidence to go up. That first season of racing was a vear

in which I aged mavbe three vears because [ was 50 nervons!

You never raced go-karts properly; has that held vou back?
I think go-karts are very important for you to understand the basics
of driving and racing, but I don't think it's absolutely fundamental
to go and do 10 vears in go-karts, because the driving style and
technique used in karts is different to cars. I did some karting from

him as much as possible to keep him updated about what's going on
in my career, but 1 don't ask him for favours in terms of, "Can vou
help me go there?” [ just try to learn as much as [ can from him.

What have old friends of Ayrton’s, like Gerhard Berger

and Ron Dennis, said to vou?

Gerhard has been a kev part of my career, He's helped me since the
beginning and has always put me in difficult situations to see how

I would cope. It's been the perfect way for me becanse | was quite old
when [ started out and needed to be put under pressure. As for Fon,
he's helped the Ayrton Senna Foundation [the family charity] a lot.
When [ met him at Imola in 2004, the first thing he said was, “You're
too tall to be a Formula 1 driver.” He gave his opinion very quickly!

Do yvou think you're ready for Fi now?

I only wanted to test an Fi1 car when I felt ready to race one. The
biggest challenge in F1 is the technical gide, I've always been good
with this aspect of the sport, but the level is much higher in F1. The
car is such a big step from the GP2 Series. [ had a very good first try
because there wasn't much pressure to perform = you can’t expect

a driver who is completely new to an F1 car to deliver a magical lap
time. The first time out was a bit overwhelming with all the power.

S0 how much do you think you can achieve?

That depends upon my opportunities. In a very short space of time
I've achieved a large amount, but it’s only in Fi that evervthing gets
proven. [ believe that I have the ability to be successful in F1, so with

five to 10 vears old - back then [ competed in one race, which
1 won by a fair margin, and the rest of the time I just practiced,

Was not winning the GP2 championship a disadvantage
for the next step of your career?

No. If I'd won it, I might have had more to negotiate with in F1, but
the championship was full of bad surprises for me. I made sure that
the right people knew what was going on before we came to speak
to them about an opportunity in Fi.

Talking of bad surprises, vou hit a dog in Turkey at 150mph.
What went through vour mind before the collision?

How to avoid it! I had maybe 0.3 seconds to see it, identify it,

realise what was happening and then react. In reality, though,

no one is going to get away with going over a brow at that speed

and miss a dog running in the middle of their path. There was

about £43,000 of damage.

What's been the most satisfying win of yvour carcer so far?

I think it has to be Monaco 2008, Pastor Maldonado was all over me
and it was tough to keep him behind, so it was a great feeling when

I erossed the line. It was niee to keep it in the family, too, because the
Sennas are the only Brazilians to have won at Monaco. I remember
watching Ayrton on those steps when [ was a boy and I've always
wanted to stand on them myself!

I, BOPAL FESTTWAL FLALL

T CARTE

HAMES

< How is your relationship with Bernie Ecclestone?
¢ It's pretty good. We've spoken about a lot of things sinee 2006, when
£ | finished third in the British Formula 3 championship. [ try and meet

the right car and the right team behind me, [ think I can win races
and score points regularly. If 1 win a world championship, I want
to do it on merit; 1 don't want to be champion because I've got a
better car than everyone else,

How much expectation will be on your shoulders when you
finally join Formula 1?

If Felipe Massa had won the world title it would have been a bit easier
for me, I think! Brazilians are very acidic with their sportsmen and
they're going to put a lot of pressure on me. They will compare me
with Avrion from the outset, but I've just got to ignore it. I'm doing
this because I love it, I'm not trving to fulfil history or replace Ayrion.

[' ISd ||I5t||ﬂ environment for a sportsman to ply his trade;
doubly so for Bruno, who will be constantly compared with the

maost revered racing driver ever. Perhaps Ron Dennis was giving
him a veiled piece of paternal advice when he told him he wasn't
suitable. But Bruno is a determined and intelligent man who's
known from day one what he's up against. And he doesn’t seem
fazed or daunted by it. Mot remotely.

Later, after Bruno has disappeared into the city, Fi Racing checks
him out on YouTube to see what he his TV debut was really like. In
the pouring rain, he ragged a Nissan GT-R and Porsche 911 Turbo
around a soaking wet track in North Wales, all the while chatting
away and making jokes to an in-car camera. It's eerily reminiscent
of Uncle Ayrton putting a Honda NSX through its paces at Suzuka
in 1991 “If you think I'm good, vou should see my nephew,”
Avrton famously confided in 1993, He was rarely wrong, P
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“FROM THE FIRST TENTH
OF A SECOND BRUNO
GETS IN THE CAR UNTIL
THE CHEQUERED FLAG,
IT"S TORMENT. IT HASN'T
CHANGED AT ALL. IT'S THE
SAME AS WHEN | USED TO
WATCH AYRTON RACE”

Viviane Senna lost her brother during formula 1’s darkest hour. As her son prepares to make
his debut in the sport, she opens up about how it will feel to see Bruno lining up on the grid

yrton Senna's flame still burns bright.

Im Santana, the district of 530 Paulo

where Senna spent his childhood, his

sister Viviane heads the Ayrton Senna
Foundation, working 10 hours a day between
her trips to Europe to follow the career of her
son Bruno. Dedicated to the memory of the
three-time world champion, the foundation
has helped transform the lives of over eight
million children and young people in Brazil
since 1994, But Bruno’s racing has brought
Viviane straight back to the world where she
lost her brother...

“I tried to convince Bruno to ride
skateboards,” admils Viviane. “1 was canght
by surprise when he told me he wanted to
race. He used to drive go-karts on our farm
at the weekends... but just because you play
foothall with friends, doesn't mean yvou're
going to become a professional foothall
player. We used to think the same way.”

104
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The pain of losing a close family member
15 unspeakable; and it's hard to imagine
watching a family tragedy unfold in a far
away country, under the uncompromising
glare of television. Ayrton’s loss adds
another complex dimension to Bruno's
decision to pursue a career in racing.

“My father doesn't get involved, because
of what happened in the past; it was too
traumatic for him,” explains Viviane. “From
the first tenth of a second Bruno gets in the
car until the chequered flag, it's a torment.
It hasn't changed at all. It's the same as when
[ used to watch Ayrton race, but there has
been a huge step forward in the cars’ safety.
I still get worried, but it's more dangerous
going out in the evening in Séo Paulo.”

Bruno's career is managed by his sister
Bianca, and Viviane is proud of her success
in a world that she believes is “still very
sexist™, But she's also quick to acknowledge

BRADLEY LORD

the influence of another F1 figure on
Bruno's path to the sport: Gerhard Berger.
“One day, Bruno rented a Formula
Renault car and went to practise at
Interlagos. [Viviane's partner] Arthur
took some pictures, and sent them to
Gerhard. That really shook him. He soon
saw that karting was not the best way for
Bruno, so he scheduled a Formula BMW
test for him in Valeneia. Gerhard is a tutor
for Bruno. He assesses the options, changes
ideas, talks... He's been a very good friend.”
For Viviane, Bruno's career in Europe
has brought with it a need to “split myself
in two": constant transatlantic flights from
Brazil to Europe, before returning to her
work at the foundation. It's a punishing
schedule, but one that she has adjusted
to willingly. “It's a fast pace. [t always has
been,” she smiles, “Being fast is in the blood
of our family.” ©'14
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USED T0 BE

Amazing shots from
the days of yore

LIFE'S A BEAGH

It's the first cormer on lap 1 of the 1980
United States Grand Prix (West) at Long
Beach, and Nelson Piquet is on his way to
the first Formula 1 victory of his career.
Although Toyota have taken sponsorship
of the event, it'll be another 22 vears
before one of their cars enters a GP.

The race is destined to end in
controversy after the brakes fail on
Clay Regazzoni's Ensign at this very
spot. He hits the abandoned Brabham
of Ricardo Zunino at around 160mph and
is launched into the cateh fencing, The
crash will lead to an urgent review
of cockpit strength and track safety.
‘Regea’ will never walk again.

WANT THE CHANCE TO WIN A
PRINT OF THIS GREAT LAT PHOTD?

Email vour answer to the following
question below (including your name,
acddress and davtime telephone
number] to firacing.competitions@
haymarket.com. Please write ‘How

F1 Used To Be' in the subject line

of vour email. The winner will be

the first correct entry drawn.

Who on this photo scored the first ever
F1 world championship win for Renault?
a] René Arnoux

(b] Jacques Laffite

(c] Jean-Pierre Jabouille

The elosing date s Jonuary 22,
20040, For full compelition terms

and conditions, please refer to
AL T Faciieg. ook
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A tull s2cand faster thas Arnoux in Resault stregged with a lack of
geaistylng, Pigue! was abie to ren engine-draiing compared o eir
hard-campound rae tyres and stil narmally aspirated rivais. Araomn

b comurtaiy quicker than anyane hucked the Iresd by quakilyieg secosd
#lse. e led from pale and, after but be couldn't challeage Piguet. A
petting the kammer down far e punclured reat tyre dropped him out
laps. cruised to his first 6P win af canteation 384 ¥2 finisked math

0 umwmm _
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The Frenchman was on the comeback
trail after breaking his legs in 2 hang-
gliing accient and missing mech

of the 1878 season. He gralified

[he Alfa third and ran seceud before
refiriag on kap 40. Depailler last bis
it that summer (n 2 tesfing crash
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The enigmatic “Laée" is theaght in Iotus bess Colin Chapman's fxation New front suspeasion had hedped the 1878 world champion Scheckter

- i be oot of the best drivers never b with findisy maomum aErwdyRamic ([Hramiling Shadew and Palrese made  scored Ferrari's first paints of the
} win the worid champineship, When dewnforee caused the Lotus B1 ko the most of if o quality edghth. Aided ~  seasen by finichisg fifth, thaaks

| Eiacomelli spun in Tront of him and be very servous. Amirett struggled 2 little by attrition he woald finish Lirgely In the retivement of others.

’ blocked the track, Restemana spun in gealitying sad retired on the first this race in 2 very serprised second ~ Demoralised by his team's fall from
while squetzing irsagh apd broke lap with bent StEEring after hittag place - bul he was destined nol fn form, b quil F1 at the ed of tie

1 driveshatt 35 he scelerated 2wy Jean-Pierre Jarier at the start seare anather point thal sexsan yEar and i$ now 2a ergasic farmer

L 3 b |

Substituting Tor the injured Mare In his third seasen tor Williams, the AMer gualitying sixth, Giacomelll spun  Ferrard kad daminated this race lor

Surer, lammers was the seasation tamously gutsy Jomes and the FWD7 early on and cassed & mefli-car pile-  five years baf were having 2 dreadful

ol quaifying i the revised ATS, He proved in be 3 championshig-wisaing  up bl biocked the track. He gat SE33N 25 Lheir rivals perfected

started fourth but a driveshaft broke  partnership. This race was tn end going again bat, later pe, tangled with  ground eftect aeradynamics.

o0 [he opening lap. Lammers waste badly, though: after an mxciting dice Jones while being tapped. Glacomelll - Villenegve gut 35 high 35 third frem o
Bave 3 leag career, Incloging a stint  with Depailler for second, Jones was quit F1 in 1983, ealy ta reappear in 10th an the grid but retived with a g
driving Volva estates im towring cars  tadken out by Giacomell brokes driveshalt after his pitstap ;

1880 with the shert{ived Life team



PHIER WINDSOR

Forthright views from our man inside the F1 paddock

think it was Colin Chapman who first said that if a committee [Srany e,

sits down to design a racehorse it will come up with a camel.
What, then, would the father of Lotus think of the 2009
version of the Formula 1 car? He would probably compare it

with the days of the safety campaigner Ralph
Nader, One minute we had beautiful-looking
o115, Alfa Spiders and Elans, the next they
were either an abomination of massive
bumper-shielding, or had become extinet.
You only have to look at the 2009 Fi
prototypes to appreciate that these are
cars where aesthetic appeal and practicality
have been sacrificed on the altar of that
great god ‘the windtunnel',

“An F1 car should look

like an F1 car. Not
like a Formuia Atiantic
from the 1970s”

Aesthetic heasty has bees sacrificed for the demands of the
2008 regulations, devised by the Brertaking Working Graup

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS ON 2009 AERO REGS =

THE REST OF us (by which

[ mean the rest of us who
did not join the clamour for
maore overtaking) are left
wondering: A) why a wider
rear wing with a smaller
chord section would not have

110

I know some F1 people are already saying
that the look of the cars is irrelevant to their
performance. 1 disagree. F1 remains the only
category in the world in which you have to
design and build your own car in order to
compete. Technology = including its static
beauty — is 50 per cent of the package. An
audience can therefore reasonably expect
an F1 car to look like an F1 car, not some
glorified Formula Atlantic from the 19708,

Who's to blame for all this? Ultimately it
came down to over-large F1 teams justifving
their vast windtunnel and CFD departments
with a bit of extra-curricular nonsense. All of
them are competitive with one another and
within one another; none will give away
secrets; all must be seen to be leading the
technology race. Thus, in the OWG (the
Overtaking Working Group that devised the
2004 regs) we had a bit of everything = a bit
of every team’s aero department. The result
is a car spec that by comparison ensures a
1974 [0 Marlboro should have a permanent
place in the Museum Of Modern Art.

Me? 1 look forward to the few occasions
in 200 when the cars will not be passing
one another. I've always thought that one
pass per race — one great pass - is at least
the equal of 57 per lap, and I'm quite partial
to defensive races, 1 look forwarnd to the odd
procession because I'm hoping that this will
mean black marks for the OWG and thus
a possible end to the 2000 horror-show,
Which is what Colin Chapman thought,
no doubt, when he saw the ugliness of the
Nader creations back in 1970...

been at least the egual of the
hideous appendage they have
now; B) what the new-age
Eeniuses are going to do
about all that turbulence that
still Azses from the fdow of the
rear tyres; and C) why a good

MARK WEBBER AND RED BULL'S
LOSS COULD BE LOEB'S GAIN

COMMISERATIONS TO Mark Webber, who
set out to raise money for charity by doing
something difficult and physical but now
finds himself in hospital with a broken leg.
Mark: get better soon.

For Fi1, meanwhile, the accident could
provide an unexpected boon. S€bastien (not
another one) Loeb's recent Red Bull Fi1 test
confirmed that the five-time world rally
champion could easily make the switch to F1.

Tars Eessn could benght massively from the driving talest of
rally champ Sébastien Loeb, ow be has tested far Red Bl

He'll never replace Mark, of course, but Toro
Rosso could use him well alongside the other
French Séb. The guy is brilliant, a talent that
F1 cannot afford to be without. Vie Elford
remains one of the greatest Fi drivers never
to have received his dues: we cannot afford
to make the same mistake with Loeb,

Gurney Maps enadle [adyears by rea close
ngether, sa why not use them in F17

old Gurney flap wasn't
mandated at the front? They
still work in Indycar (eight
or nine cars are able to run
within inches of one another
| at 2zo0omph-plus), so why
wouldn't they work in Fa?




JLAN HENRY

The UK’s finest F1 journalist on Honda and broken legs

he decision by Honda to withdraw from Formula 1 will not

have come as a total surprise to those who have made it

their business to study the vagaries of F1 history. The sport
has gorged itself on tremendous financial expenditure over the

past two decades and, while the economics
of the situation were sufficiently favourable
to allow such levels of investment, the
business continued to thrve and expand.

But there was always the danger that the
gport would feel the bleak chill of economic
reality sooner or later. And when that
moment finally arrived there wene always
going to be casualties. In this particular case
it was one of the sport’s biggest spenders
who had precious little to show for their
investment over the past couple of years
- and it should serve as a warning to those
who fail o deliver on their early promise.

Honda's demise also signals that, to an
extent, Max Mosley's warnings on the
dangers of Fi cost inflation have been timely.
I wouldn't quite give him 10 out of 10 on this
front; his introduction of the KERS energy
regeneration systems has been responsible
for piling huge costs inbo the sport. But this
reality is excused by many who feel that
F1 needs to be doing something to send
a signal that it is both environmentally
aware and, up a point, socially responsible.

Twenly years ago Honika ramped up casts in F1 with the berbe
develapmeal for their engines, bul now it's all ton much for them

Historically, F1 has always had something
of an identity crisis. When it was populated
by a succession of independent teams
running proprietary chassis — customer cars,
if vou like = then evervbody seemed to be
working overtime trying to tempt the world's
major manufacturers in on the game. Onee
they arrived and took over, pouring in their

dollars by the bucketload, evervbody veered
to the other end of the scale and decided a
simpler approach to the sport would be best
in the interest of long-term sustainability.

| was reminded by Force India’s director
of business affairs lan Phillips that when
Eddie Jordan founded his Jordan team in
1541 he did so with about E2.1m. In 1987
Phillips himself had run the Levton House
March team on liktle over E500,000 which,

There was always a
danger that F1 would
feel the chill of reality

even allowing for 2o vears” inflation, is very
cheap by current standards. And all this took
place at a time when Honda were pushing
costs through the roof with their 1.5l turbo
engines, which won multiple world
championships with Williams and MecLaren,
Two decades apo, Honda set the pace in
the spending race at the sharp end of the
Formula 1 field. How ironie that lack of
results at the back of the field in 2008
was to ultimately seal their fate.

A BREAK MAY DO YOU GOOD

ALL SYMPATHY GOES out to the personable

Mark Webber after the accident in Tasmania

which left him with a broken right leg. But

considering he was riding a bicyvele when it

hit an SUV head-on, you'd have to say that

he's very lucky to be sitting up talking about

the episode, or anything else, come to that.
There was a time in the not-too-distant

past when the conventional wisdom was

that any F1 driver who broke a leg never

again quite scaled the absolute peak of

competitiveness. Happily, those days

are long past. A bloke called Michael

Schumacher, you may recall, broke his

leg in the 1999 British GP at Silverstone.
Remind me, how many world

championships did he subsequently

win? Webber will be as good as new.

WHO'S FAST ON
THE LOOSE?

SEBASTIEN LOEB'S pace in the
Red Bull test set me thinking
about just how many Fi stars
had gone the other way and tried
their hands on the loose stuff.
Most outstanding of all was
probably Jimmy Clark’s outing
on the 1966 RAC Rally in a
works Lotus Cortina. He ran
with the leaders until he was
delayed in an off-track excursion,
Also, Stirling Moss drove a
Sunbeam Talbol 90 to second
place on the snowbound 1952
Monte-Carlo Rally. What would
Loeh make of a Sunbeam Talbot?
Best not to inguine, [ suspect,
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Nl NIKI LAUDA

GERMANY, 1976

“I remember everyvthing
leading up to the race very
clearly, but I have no
recollection of the accident,
which happened on lap 2. 1
can't remember anvthing until 1 arrived at
the second hospital, so 1 can't tell yvou about
losing control of the car or sitting in the fire,
I never felt angry about the accident = I knew
the risks every time 1 got into the car. Five
weeks later [ was back, at Monza.”

GERHARD BERGER

SAN MARING, 1989

“There are big accidents and
little accidents. This was one
I'll never forget, even though
I was knocked unconscious
and don't remember hitting
the wall. In the first moments after [ was
rescued, while I lay on the grass, I was in

s0 much pain. I promised myself that I'd
pever end up in an ambulance again,”

IF YOU ENJOYED THIS ISSUE OF FT RACING,
W Fioeacine sanuary 2009

WHAT'S IT LIKE 10...

=== ]OS VERSTAPPEN
. GERMANY, 1994
“Only three litres of fuel
spilled during the pitstop,
but there was a big fireball.
Sitting in the cockpit, you

&% | have to be a cool customer
in those circumstances. But the drivers wear
a lot of fireproof gear, and in my case it was
all over after about four seconds. The real
heroes were the guyvs in the pitlane who
had to deal with the fire.”

MICHAEL SCHUMACHER
AUSTRIA, 2003

“It was a normal pitstop,
except for a small problem
with the refuelling nozzle,

I was watching what was
going on and when [ saw the
fire, it didn’t look good. But at no point was

[ tempted to jump oul because [ had faith in
the team. If fuel had been splashing around it
would have been a different story, as we saw
with Jos [Verstappen] in 1994."

Pedra Diniz escapes his Ramiag
Ligier i the "96 Argentiae GP.
Nate the singed beimet .

PEDRO DINIZ

ARGENTINA, 1996

“This fire was the most
dramatic experience of my
whole career, It was really
frightening and I was very
lucky it wasn't more serious,
Az 1 braked for the third corner after making
my pitstop, I saw there was something wrong
with the back end of the car and then I saw
the fire. The car went into a big spin and
after that 1 just saw flames all over the place,
I don't remember if 1 took the steering wheel
off to get out of the car, although my
mechanics told me [ didn't. [ don’t
remember undoing the belts either,”

. EDDIE IRVINE

BELGIUM, 1995

*Fuel leaked out of the car
and it caught fire as [

was pulling away from the
pithox. That was it really; it
only lasted a few seconds.
It wasn't a big deal.”

THEN WHY NoT suBscrie? DETAILS oN PaGe 108 NENT ISSUE ON SALE FRIDRY JANUARY 23s0

RAIN PCTUEE: QETTY WAAGES, IMSETS: LOEEMTCH BELLAMCA/LAT, CHARES CIOATES AT, GUERM DIUREAE SLAT, XPR.CC
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