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YOU'LL FIND IT HARD TO PASS.

If the sporty, powerful lines don't make an impression on you, the enhanced standard equipment including the exclusive
. Yi F ) | e
M rear spoiler, 19" M light alloy wheels and black Dakota |leather upholstery with Royal Blue stitching, almost certainly will.
To find out more, when you do finally manage to turn the page, visit your local BMW Dealer, or bmw.co.uk
l ¥ ¥ > . 3

THE NEW BMW 3 SERIES COUPE SPORT PLUS EDITION.

BMW EfficientDynamics

Less emissions. More driving pleasure.

Official fuel economy figures for the new BMW 3 Series Coupé Sport Plus Edition: Urban 23.5-47.9mpg (12.0-5.9 Itr/100 km). Extra Urban 44.1
BMW EfficientDynamics red BMW emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range.




The new BMW
3 Series Coupe
Sport Plus Edition

The Ultimate
Driving Machine

official partner to
- 70.6 mpg (6.4 - 4.0 tr/100 km). Combined 33.6 - 60.1 mpg (8.4 - 4.7 Itr/100 km). CO:z emissions 196 - 125 g/km. London 2012
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MONACO GRAND PRIX SPECIALISTS

Senate Grand Prix specialises in providing F1™
teams, drivers and sponsors, as well as a vast array
of corporate and private clients, with the finest hotel
accommodation and race viewing hospitality for the
world’s most glamorous motor race.

Tel: +44 (0) 1342 830495

firacing@senategrandprix.com
www.senategrandprix.com/firacing




Combined Packages

Race Viewing & Accommodation

Fairmont VIP Suite Package

Fairmont Hotel 4*

Winston Churchill Suite Package
Hotel de Paris L

¢ 4 Nights accommodation, choice of Monte Carlo Hotels

* Unobstructed views over the famous 'Fairmont’ hairpin turn
Fully catered hospitality

¢ Open bar - champagne, fine wine, beers and soft drinks
Sold as individual places or flexible for private groups

From €3,650 pp

Joel Robuchon

Terrace

Metropole Hotel 5*

* 4 nights accommeodation
at your choice of Hotel

* Unigque views over
looking the track as the
cars exit the iconic
Casino Square

* L uxury sit-down meal

From €£3,900 pp

Garnier Suite Package
Hotel de Paris 5*

* 4 Nights accommodation, choice of Monte Carlo Hotels

¢ Magnificent Suite with panoramic views over the circuit and harbour
* Access to the Garden Terrace

* Fully catered hospitality

* Open bar - champagne, fine wine, beers and soft drinks

From €3,900 pp

Midi Terrace
Package

Hotel Hermitage 5*

* 3 nights accommodation,

choice of Nice or Monte
Carlo Hotels

» GGreat views of track and
harbour

¢ Glant screen directly
opposite terrace

* Fully catered hospitality

* Open bar - wine, beers
and soft drinks

From €3,900 pp

VIP Multi-Access Package
Hotel de Paris 5*

* 4 Nights accommodation, choice of Monte Carlo Hotels

* Exceptional views over the track directly above Casino Square
with access to the Garden Terrace

* Fully catered hospitality
* Open bar - champagne, fine wine, beers and soft drinks

From €4,400 pp

* 4 Nights accommodation, choice of Monte Carlo Hotels
Unrestricted access to the Garnier and Churchill Suites along with
the Garden Terrace

Fully catered hospitality
Open bar - champagne, fine wine, beers and soft drinks
Simply the finest in Monaco

From €4,900 pp
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,. fEHlUI'E inthe race. Fiead more about his season on page 74
Auddt In%:ﬁmatiﬂnal New Delhi When 215|:1m Friday 28 October

F'hutngrahér Lorenzo Eelfant:aﬂ_ﬁT
Details Canon EOS-1D MkIV, 600mm lens; 1/600th at F6.3







You win again From F1's oldest circuits, such as Monaco, to its newest one
here in India, one man has owned 2011: this was the 11th time this year we'd
seen Sebastian Vettel planting a smacker on the winning trophy. If you thought
you were fed up with it, imagine what they feel like at McLaren and Ferrar
Where Buddh International, New Delhi When 433pm, Sunday 30 October
Photographer Lorenzo Bellanca/LAT

Details Canon EOS-1D MKV, 600mm lens, 1/500th at F4







Nell-oiled machine Their car may have been behind those of the top three
teams this season, but in the pitstop stakes Mercedes have been rﬂigh‘tii},:r
impressive. Over the course of 2011 they've been equal to Red Bull's stops;
all they have to do now is work on their ‘'non stationary’ perfcarmam:e 2
Where Yas Marina Circuit, Abu Dhabi When 5.28pm, Sunday 13 Nowember
Photographer Lorenzo Bellanca/LAT
Details Canon EQS-1D MKIV, 70mm lens, 1/500th at F3.2

Jos :IJu_

wel.




e e < e R e

21

£

—
'3

e .

B i e et
——
- gy —




HAYRASHRET CONSLIMER MEDIS, TEODINGTOM STUDIDS,
BRCOM ROAE, TEODRGTOM MIGOLESES TW11 98E. UM

The team
ditor Hans Seeberg
WManaging caitor
Stewart Williams
gatures Editor
lames Roberts
MNews Editor
Jonathan Reynolds
Chief Sub-Editor
Vanessa Longworth
Art Editor
Frank Foster
Senior Designer
Lynsey Row
rincipa
Fhotographe
Larenzo Bellanca
Eroduction
Controller
Helen Spinney
Editanal Te
+44 (020 B267 SB06
Editarial Fax

+44 (0020 B267 5022

Out in the field
Editors At Large
Alan Henry,

lom Clarkson
Agency
Photographers
LAT Photographic,
Getty Images

Publishing
Publishing Director
Peter Higham
Sublishier

RHob Aherne
Fublishing Manager
Samantha lempson

Editorial director btark Fayton
Design director Paul Hapin

Commerncial Rirectar
lan Burrows
Advertising Director
Matthew Witham

Fl Racing Custom
Ermma Shortt

Sales Manage
Luciano Candilio
Senior Sales
Executive

Ben Fullick

Senior Agency Sales
Katie Gamble

Office Manager
Laura Coppin
Subscriptions
Marketing Executive
Karen McCarthy
Internationa
Circulation Manager
Rashini Sethi
Licensing Director
Cravid Ryan
Licensing Manager
Alastair Lewis
Advertising Te

+44 (0)20 8267
5179/54916

Subscriptions
enquiries

Email Flracing@
Servicehelpline.co.uk
Fax 01795 414 555
Custarmner Hotline

0B44 5348 8826

Missed an issue?
Then call the

back issues hotline
0BASE 777 HIR

Strategy and planning directar Bob Do

Managing director Dovid Prasher

Thairman and manag@ing director Kevin Costala

F1 Racmg pobbchad rmonttly i dsiral e, @raal Bulgana, Ching Oroatia
Cresch Republic, Framce, Genmay, Greece, Homgt Kong, Hangang india,
Indenmsia, iy lapan Konea, bal asa, kesecn, Midole Bacr, hlethetfands
Fril ppnas, Pofand Fomania, South Smenca, Soain Taivwan, Tuneey Lk,
LIS Fomilz One, Formula 1and L mademarks of fommida One

Licensing By, a Formula One Group oompanyl areused under lioence

Chrculation quernies

Frontire. Park Housa, 117 Pars Road, Peterborough, Cambs PEL 2 TR
Tl =8N TGS 1GE S5K DIERA4ET EAMN O7T136] 4430001 2

I ————
STOP AND GO / Hans Seeberg / 122011

Likeable and fast, Jenson’'s
made MclL aren his team

It was the end of the 2009 season. Newly crowned world champion Jenson Button had just signed

with McLaren to raised eyebrows all round, and barely anyone — inside or out of the paddock — was
giving him a chance against Lewis Hamilton. In these very pages he was pretty much written off by
four former world champions in Niki Lauda, Alan Jones, John Surtees and Jody Scheckter. How
things have changed in just under two years.

After a first season of putting up a good fight against Lewis in a car he had little hand in developing,
Jenson has administered one almighty slap in the face to his doubters. Even Flavio Briatore, for
anyone who still cares about his opinion, admitted he had underestimated Jenson. Fast, mature
and sensible, with a currently unrivalled talent of making brilliant mid-race decisions in changeable
conditions, he has done the previously unthinkable: he’s earned the right to be called McLaren’s
number one driver. As our cover story reveals, even Lewis’s mechanics love him.

Not even Martin Whitmarsh could’ve forseen it would turn out like this. And yet there’s Jenson:
Vettel’s main challenger, virtually ever-present on the podium since Hungary, easy to work with and
a sponsor’s dream. They're some of the things they used to say about Lewis Hamilton.

It all gives Martin Whitmarsh plenty to ponder over the winter. One side of the McLaren garage

is looking very rosy — all he’s got to do now 1s sort out the other...

"Ooh, is that a Superdry hoodie, Gerhard?”
Maurice Hamilton and Berger have a good
old natter. You have to read it (p80)

Tom Clarkson challenges Jenson Button to a 'no
blinking' contest. Either that or he's interviewing
him for this month's cover story on page 54
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Team F1 Racing do some, er, ‘investigative
research’ into F1 games on a game that's
actually not Fl-related at all (see p64)

It's not easy being a rookie — even a very rich
Venezuelan one: editor Hans catches up with
the likeable Pastor Maldonado in Korea (p74)
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DEFY CONVENTION

W STREAMLINED car
£ STREAMLINED Price

The Mazda3 TS, only £12,995. More fun. Less money.

The sleek Mazda3 TS. Its aerodynamic
design means it cuts through the air, making it
more fun to drive and more fuel-efficient. And with a

£2,560~ saving, we've been able to cut the price too.

www.mazda.co.uk/offers

MdZD3 3

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (I/100km) for the Mazda3 range (excl. MPS): Urban 26.7 (10.6) - 53.3 (5.3), Extra Urban 46.3 (6.1) - 72.4 (3.9),
Combined 37.2 (7.6) - 64.2 (4.4). COz emissions (g/km) 176 - 117.

Retail sales only. Subject to availability at participating dealers only on vehicles registered between 1 October and 31 December 201. Terms and conditions apply. "Customer Savings: Mazda3 TS: £2,560,
all other Mazda3 models: ESOO (excluding 2.2D Sport). Model shown: Mazda3 1.6 5dr TS. OTR price E15,555. Model shown features optional Pearlescent paint (E440).



Dunlop Tyres - Equipped with Motorsport Technology.
Experience real grip and high performance braking.

" BMW Motorsport @ ==
ca -

Technical Partner

When it comes to winning on the track, teamwork and
technology are everything. At Dunlop we work closely

4 N i 3 ' with leading vehicle manufacturers such as BMW, both
'i‘i!l 1Y . on the track and on the road. Through these strong
- 3%._‘ working relationships we're able to consistently develop

cars with superb grip and excellent braking.

i 1h ) Dunlop tyres are tested under extreme motorsport conditions
R— during some of the worlds most iconic endurance races such

as Le Mans, Nlrburgring and Silverstone 24 Hours. >
DUNLOP TYRES O DUNLOFr

with Motorsport Technology Visit www.dunloptyres.co.uk to find out more. DRIVE WITH CONFIDENCE
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The grandstands
at Korea. During
the race, not after...
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If there are no fans, what's the point?

For the first time in a long while, I was free to watch early morning

qualifying for a grand prix. Having woken up at 6am to watch qualifying

for the Korean Grand Prix, I soon found myself wondering why I had

bothered. Aside from the fact that the track still looks lifeless, the stands

certainly were — I was picking up absolutely no atmosphere from the

coverage whatsoever.

There is much to be gained from Formula 1's globalisation — look at

the great reception the sport got in India. But surely after so many

identikit Tilke tracks in the middle of nowhere, with no fanbase, no

mterest, and no atmosphere, it is time for Bernie to start stipulating a

‘minimum interest’ condition from countries before they are allowed to
host a grand prix? If no action is taken, we're in danger of grand prix
racing becoming a sport that is watched by hardly any fans at the circuits,

and next to no fans at all on television.
Daniel Stafford
Oxford, UK

suwverstone STAR PRIZE
Daniel Stafford wins a Super Choice
Driving Voucher for Silverstone.

For more details visit
www.silverstone.co.uk/experiences

Korean Crand Frix

16%

, this month

25%
Other missives

The now-predictable

Lewis and Massa rurn-ins

F1 weight-watchers
I read with admiration the *Prost vs
Webber article (‘Competitive? Us?’,
F1 Racing, October) and realised
that at 48 vears old, I needed to get
fit again. Since Prost’s retirement in
1993, I have put on 1kg a year and
now stand at an unhealthy 99kg!
Yet Prost weighs 1kg less than when
he was racing. This made me decide
to do something about it. T've now
got a personal trainer, I cycle three
to four times a week and have gone
from four-mile to ten-mile stints.
I've already lost 3.5kg, and
set myself the goal of getting
back to the weight T was when The
Professor retired 18 years ago. |
want to do this by mid-January and
intend to have a celebration meal in
Mark’s pub, The Stag, afterwards.
Not only is FI Racing a good read,
it’s a source of inspiration, too!
Nicholas Storrer
Hereford, UK

No need for DRS

I applaud Ross Brawn for

proposing the re-evaluation of DRS.

The system goes against evervthing
that has ever been said about the
moveable aero devices since they
first appeared in the late 1960s.
Depending on their track position,
some drivers may be authorised to
use DRES repeatedly during a race,
while others cannot take advantage
of it at all: that is wrong. Brawn is
right when he says the short-life
tvres provide plenty of excitement
and overtaking already.

Something needed to be done
about the lack of overtaking, but
DRS is not the answer. Besides, it's
nice to watch a driver being able to

defend his position, instead of
watching him helplessly yield to
a car buzzing by with DRS.
Ales Norsky

Massachusetts, USA

Eastern promise

As F1 headed to India for the first
time, I didn’t think it would be a
great hit because of the Hermann
Tilke track and the country’s
overriding interest in cricket. But
when I tuned in on the Friday, I
was amazed both by the number
of spectators and the great track
layout and found myself looking
forward to the rest of the weekend.
Overall this track is a very
encouraging sign for the future.
Robert Burton

York, UK

GET

F1 RACING
WHEREVER
YOU ARE

X

FULL
DIGITAL
EDITION

ON SALE
NOW

® Read it on your PC, Mac
or iPad

@ Identical to print edition

® On sale the same day
as the print edition

www.flracing.co.uk/
digital-edition/
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Is Lewis finally back on track?

Will victory in Abu Dhabi help the 2008 world champion reignite his career?
F1 Racing investigates the three key areas he's struggled with this season

Prior to his win in Abu Dhabi, Lewis Hamilton
had become an easy target in 2011. A number

of below-par, race-day performances on track,
coupled with a turbulent personal life, had put
him in the media firing line. But why has one of
F1's brightest talents struggled to get a tune out
of the MP4-26 for much of the season?

“You don't suddenly forget how to drive,” said
Damon Hill. So what has caused Lewis to turn in
several pretty average performances this season
— and could we finally be set to see the return of
the Lewis of old just in time for 20127

18 F1 Racing December 2011

TYRE ISSUES
Lewis hasn't always struggled on the Pirelli tyres.
The way he hounded down Vettel in the closing
laps of the Spanish GP, crossing the line just
0.6secs adrift of the German, proved he could
make the hard compound last an entire stint on
one of the most abrasive tracks on the calendar.
But as the McLaren MP4-26 has gained in
downforce, it’s used its tyres more. An aero
update in Singapore made a 0.5sec difference
on the stopwatch, but since then Lewis has
struggled with tyre wear. He’s put the extra

downforce to good use over one lap, as
sensational Q3 performances in Suzuka and
Korea testify, but he’s gone backwards in the
races and that’s created a fresh set of problems.
With the tyres going off, Lewis has slipped into
the grasp of slower cars (most notably Felipe
Massa’s), and sliding around in dirty air has
taken even more out of his tyres. It's a vicious
circle that he's struggled to break out of.
Outwardly, Lewis seemed to have broken that
cycle in Korea, where he finished second, but
a look at his lap times in the final stint reveals
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F1 HEADS TO

THE BIG APPLE

Bernie has coveted a race

in front of New York's world
famous skyline for many years
— and now his wish Is finally
set to come true..,

AIN'T NO MOUNTAIN
HIGH ENOUGH

Red Bull take Formula 1
demos to the next level by
driving up a Himalayan
mountain. We find out how
- and why - they did it

that he was significantly slower than Webber,
Button and Alonso, all of whom finished within
three seconds of him. If Lewis hadn’t held track
position after the final pitstops, he would most
likely have finished fifth.

At the same time, team-mate Button has used
his super-smooth driving style and experience
to seek out performance and longevity from
his tyres. In Lewis’s early days in Formula 1, on
more durable Bridgestone tyres, races tended
to be flat-out sprints between tyre stops, with
little tyre management required. Now you can no
longer drive flat-out for an entire race and Lewis
has no previous tyre-management experience to
fall back on, unlike veterans Button, Alonso and
Webber. In Abu Dhabi, Lewis had the luxury of
dictating the pace of the race after Vettel retired.
Could he have made his tyres last as long had he
been chasing a Red Bull? Brazil should give an
indication of whether he's finally managed to get
on top of the situation.

ERRATIC JUDGMENTS

The chances of getting involved in an accident
are much higher in the pack, but that doesn’t
explain why Lewis has had 12 separate incidents
this vear. Back in 2009, the MP4-24 was
uncompetitive until mid-season, yvet Lewis was
able to keep his nose clean while racking up a
string of points finishes.

HAMILTON'S SUNDAY WOES

Since Germany, but pre-Abu Dhabi, Lewis has remained consistently quick on
Saturdays, but his race-day form has dipped below his usual high standards

5= starting position F= finishing position

Rivals have started to question his driving
standards but only Lewis knows why he's made
s0 many rash moves. A sports psychologist
involved in F1 told us that the Brit's driving
has smacked of desperation. In 2009, less than
a vear after Lewis took the title, a lack of pace
wouldn’t have seemed so disheartening. Since
then, one title-less season has turned into three...

Lewis’s impetuousness used to be one of
his biggest strengths, but it now appears to be
working against him. He’s made do-or-die moves
in the pack, when a more circumspect approach
would have served him better.

Before Abu Dhabi, the last time Lewis led a
race convineingly was in Hungary when he made
several errors. At Yas Marina, however, he was
unflappable, even when under pressure from
Alonso. The real test will come when he is back
in the cut-and-thrust of the midfield.

TROUBLED MINDSET
McLaren team principal Martin Whitmarsh
suggested at the Indian Grand Prix that Jenson
Button’s pace has unsettled Lewis this year.
True or not, the comments clearly riled Lewis
who responded robustly in Abu Dhabi by
dismissing his boss’s comments as “rubbish”.
Conducting these kind of exchanges through the
media rather than behind closed doors suggests
that all is far from well in the camp. Lewis has
admitted to suffering from issues
of a “more personal” nature, but
in Abu Dhabi he appeared to
put them behind him, saying “I
definitely think this weekend I've
been clearer in my mind and had
less weighing on me.”

His father Anthony believes

s | 1 ' | Lewis has lacked the support of
ond | CelD j _ J J % his management company XIX
Ird ; and, at Suzuka, they seemed more
Ath =g % X X X X excited about tennis star Andy
Sth % Murray reaching the final of the
&th | X Japan Open than Lewis qualifyving
7th | ' third. Lewis’s best times in F1 have
8th come when he’s had his father’s
9th | arm around his shoulder — and his
10th | mum was a noticeable presence in
E.AU % Col e ﬂ Mﬁ AR BN .:_a:;gli; % ﬂ e ﬂ il EDE lhiD Abu Dhabi. Let's hope that it's a
— - e I*' - :;*E = I . I I ; . o |2 true return to form.
OSO0. 010 0] 050070 | 00 0.0 .70 <0 0.0
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Previous American F1 venues

Out of the previous nine US venues, Watkins
Glen was longest running with 19 races. The
less said about Dallas, the better..

Circuit Year E
Sebring 1958 —_—
Riverside 1960

Watkins Glen 1961-1980

Long Beach 1976-1983

Las Vegas 1981-198%7

Detroit 1982-1988

Dallas 1984

Phoenix 1985-1991

Indianapolis 1950-1560 & 2000-2007
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0o / F1 track in New Jersey: Andretti gives the thumbs-up

Times Square @

Empire State Building @)

Andretti hails "special’
New Jersey track

It's official: from 2013 the US will host
two GPs per season, and its newest
track looks very promising indeed

Forget the multitude of slow, right-angled
corners that blighted Formula 1 street races in
Phoenix, Dallas and Detroit — the planned US
street track in New Jersey looks brilliant.

The fast-looking 3.2-mile track will be
based in Port Imperial, just across the Hudson
River from New York in the township of
Weehawken, and it's an area US racing legend
Mario Andretti knows well. “I think the lavout
is really good,” he told F1 Racing of the
Hermann Tilke-designed track. “To have a
race with the Manhattan backdrop and that
ambience... I'd like to think it’s something
that Bernie has been dreaming about. The
public will totally embrace it, I can assure you
of that. With its proximity to New York City,
this is something very, very special.”

With Austin scheduled to host its first
grand prix next year, the addition of the
‘Grand Prix of America’ (as the event will be
known) means that in 2013 the USA will play
host to two GPs in a single season for the first
time since 1984, when Detroit and Dallas ran
back-to-back events.

But unlike Austin, the New Jersey race is
being independently financed without public
money, leading some to question whether the
project will actually come to fruition. Andretti,
however, has faith:

“I know the individuals involved
(businessman Leo Hindery Jr and famous US
race promoter Humpy Wheeler) and I have a
lot of confidence that there will be a reality to
it. You always cast a bit of doubt about any
project like this that’s undertaken these days
because there is so much investment. You
look at investment versus return and you
wonder whether the organiser always had a
clear picture. But I feel these folks have really
done their due diligence. I thought it was very
meaningful that the race was announced with
the state governor and the mavor there
because it shows that political people are on
the side of the event.”

Formula 1 is desperate to improve its
standing in America, and if it can’t do it with
a race overlooking the world’s most famous
skyline, you sense it never will,




/ Pirelli to push compounds next year / A quick chat with Paul Hembrey
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Pirelli to continue
with aggressive
approach in 2012

The tyre firm is to introduce changes to
ensure racing stays e

Pirelli will help keep the
standard of racing high next
season with the introduction
of at least three new softer tyre
compounds.

When asked by FI Racing
if next vear’s soft tyre will
have characteristics closer to
this vear's supersoft, Pirelli
motorsport chief Paul Hembrey
said: “Yes, that’s roughly
where it is. People will have to
recalibrate next vear because the
soft tyre we used this vear won't
be the soft tvre you'll see next
season. We've seen some data
where the performance for next
vear's hard tyre is not so far off
that of this season’s soft tyre.”

The grippier new compounds,
to be introduced on a tyre that
15 changing in both structure
and profile, should help make
up for some of the performance
lost by the outlawing of blown
diffusers. “We're putting more

of the tyre onto the ground,

XClting next season

which means you gain more
performance but also greater
longevity so vou can be a
little more aggressive with
the compound choices,”
Hembrey explained.

He also confirmed that the
[talian firm are working on

making the different tyre

compound markings clearer for

fans, after this year’s different
coloured P Zero logos proved
hard to differentiate on cars.
“We're working on all sorts of
solutions. At the moment we
use a type of sticker, but we
want to move towards a paint
system because that opens up a
whole new world of fluorescent
and metallic paints.

“It won't be easy though. We
also hope that the TV graphics
can be improved next vear. You
get the starting tyres at the
moment but it’s not consistent
enough and we need to work

i
Ll

with FOM to improve that

FIVE MINUTES ON THE PHONE WITH...

PAUL HEMBREY

BRISTOL-CITY-5SUPPORTING PIRELLI BO55

Hi Paul, we're near
the end of the season
- how has it been?
It’s been as hard as

we expected - Fl's
demanding - but it's also been
more enjoyable than we expected,
We're all fans of motorsport and
it's been fascinating watching the
racing this year,

It's an intense old business
though, isn't it? Nineteen races
all over the world...

You're right, plus we have winter
testing and our own testing
programme, Then there’s the
other series we're involved in -
130 national championships all
over the world. They're all part of
my responsibility. It's 24/7.

How have you found dealing

with the teams?

We've had an outstanding
collaboration. | know sometimes
their reputation precedes them,
but we've found them fantastic.
Their engineers are in contact
with ours on a constant basis and
they've been very helpful to us,

L

N -
Pirelli engineers have been in almost constant contact with teams

But they have gripes too, surely...
Yeah, but they keep pushing you,
F1 is about pushing for perfection
and that's why we wanted to be
involved. When the teams want
changes, there's a chance for us
to Improve our company.

Do you think you've struck a
good compromise between being
conservative and pushing the
limit of the tyres?

It was a tough call to come in and
find that balance. We said at the
outset that it was difficult to do -
people didn't believe us when we
said it would be easier to do a tyre
that would last for a whole race
when in reality it's much easier. It's
a delicate balance when you've
got 20 circuits and 12 chassis.

‘Prime’ and 'option’ are still used
as descriptive names for tyres.
Are you happy with that?

Those terms are actually written
iInto the rules so we need to
change them. | don't want to hear
those terms next season - weve
got to use the compound levels
otherwise we'll confuse people,
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1 Who was the last Frenchman to

win an F1 grand prix, and when and
where did he do it?

2 Which former grand prix venue
has a corner called Crelha?

3 Keke Rosberg drove for ATS,
Theodore and which other team in
the 1978 season?

4 Which of these Brazilian drivers
started more GPs: Cristiano da

fatta or Ricardo Zonta?

5 Every car that started the 1961
Dutch GP made it to the finish. But
how many cars started the race?

Alexander
Sims

Who is he?
A 23-year-old
British racer who
has spent 2011
racing in the ultra-competitive

GP3 series. He has just finished
in sixth place, scoring one victory
and five podiums.

How good is he?

He's won races in every category
he's competed in, but it's his most
recent success in the new Henry
Surtees Trophy karting event at
Buckmore Park that showed his
true talent. Up against 37 of his
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6 Who won the 2001 [talian
Grand Prix?

7 Nino Farina won the very first
F1 world championship grand prix
at Silverstone in 1950, but what
make of tyres was he using?

8 When and where did James
Hunt record his final F1 victory?

9 Which future champion scored
points on his F1 debut in 20017
10 Who am I? | started 79 GPs in
the 1980s and early 1990s, scoring
12 podiums. The last team | drove
for was Footwork.

peers in equal equipment, Sims
came away victorious.

Anything else we need
to know about him?

Sims is a member of the Gravity
Academy, set up by Lotus Renault
GP chairman Gerard Lopez. He's
also won the prestigious MclLaren
Autosport BRDC Award.

F1 chances

Being with Gravity, who steered
Jérdme D'Ambrosio to Fl, is a
good move. He impressed in his
prize-winning test in a MclLaren
MP4-23 |last year, but breaking
into F1 is now harder than ever.

STATS

05 Test your knowledsge / Rising stars / Golden oldies

The oldest grand
prix race leaders

Michael Schumacher became the, er, most
‘mature’ person to lead a lap for 25 years in
Japan, but he's a nipper compared to this lot

Luigi Fagioli
52 years, nine gays.
1950 Belgium

Bl

Nino Farina
47 years, seven months,
21 days. 1954 Belgium

Piero Taruffi
45 years, seven months,
six days. 1952 Switzerland

Karl Kling
43 years, 11 months,
20 days. 1954 Italy

Jacques Laffite
42 years, seven months,

one day. 1986 Detroit

5

Luigi Villoresi

42 years, one month, one day.

1951 Belgium
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*Stats do not include
the Indianapolis 500 race
leaders from 1950-1960

Felice Bonetto
48 years, one month,
five days. 1951 Britain

¢
Juan Man-uel Fangio

46 years, six months, 26
days. 1958 Argentina

|

.

Jack Brabham
A4 years, three months,
16 days. 1970 Britain

e

Raymond Sommer
43 years, nine months,
18 days. 1950 Belgium

Michael Schumacher
42 years, nine months,
six days, 2011 Japan
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05 / High-altitude F1
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..but Red Bull discovered that running one at 18,000ft is not without its difficulties

In recent vears, Red Bull's show car
team have run an F1 car on a beach in the
Dominican Republic as well as on a frozen
lake in Canada, but for their latest challenge
they upped the ante by driving an F1 car on
the world’s highest road: the Khardung-La
pass in Kashmir, India. Neel Jani, a Swiss
driver of Indian origin, was at the wheel for a
drive that started at an altitude of 11,000 feet
and ended on the road’s snow-capped peak,
some 18,380 feet high.

The incredible challenge was conceived
by Red Bull India and resulted in the local
army resurfacing much of the road to make it
more F1 friendly. But that was just one of the
obstacles that had to be overcome — 1t took
the team five days to transport the car, ten
people, five tonnes of operating equipment
and spares from Delhi to their base camp at
11,000 feet. Then there were the problems of
altitude to consider.

“Before we went, the whole team had to be
checked by a doctor,” explained Red Bull's
event and brand manager Anthony Ward.

“We acclimatised for four days before we
went up there, but two of the guys still ended
up with pretty bad altitude sickness.”

Then there was the car to worry about.
The team raised the ride height to deal with
the bumpy terrain but getting the Cosworth
engine to fire in such cold temperatures was
problematic. “We couldn’ use the heaters
we'd normally use to keep the engine warm
because you can't get a generator to run at
that altitude,” said Red Bull support team
manager Tony Burrows. “So what we had to
do was fire the engine up at the hotel, run
it to the maximum temperature and put the
covers on, then drive an hour up the road and
fire it up again. Then we stopped between
16,000 and 18,000 feet and fired it up again
before the temperature dropped below the
limits we could start it at.”

At the 15,500 feet mark, the team found
out that Sebastian Vettel had wrapped
up a second title over in Japan and duly
celebrated the triumph at the peak. “It was
completely fitting that we were on top of

Red Bull: on top of the world. Just in case you

didn't get the message, they've said it twice

the world at the same time he was,” said
Ward, who is currently planning for the next
challenge. “There’s something I've got in the
pipeline for a couple of years time... I'm not
going to say what it is, but it's even crazier
than running at the top of a mountain. But
we're always looking for new challenges so
if anyone has any mad ideas, let us know!”

F1 Racing December 2011
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1 IFA== / Fl's world domination / A very bad year for Willams

As these maps show, India seemed like " North America
O W a S an unlikely destination for a grand prix - i':::c“; America

60 years ago. Here's how many countries g ...

f h . h h d ustralasia
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Williams’ worst season in 33 years

The Grove-based team need to bounce back next year after hitting rock bottom in 2011

Barring a miraculous turnaround
in form at the season-ending Brazilian
Grand Prix, Williams look set to

equal their worst ever constructors’
championship position of ninth, which
they set way back in 1978. They hit a
new low in Abu Dhabi, with their cars
starting the race from 23rd and 24th —
the worst positions in their history.

In a bid to improve their fortunes,
the Grove-based team have given their
technical department a significant
shake-up in recent months, with
technical director Sam Michael leaving
and new men Mark Gillan, Mike
Coughlin and Jon Tomlinson coming
in. Director of engineering Patrick Head
has told F1 Racing that he hopes the

26 F1l Racing December 2011

new line-up will bring more ingenuity to
the nine times constructors’ champions:
*I think it's true that in the past
Williams has been a very creative
environment for new ideas,” he said.
“Many of these ideas got banned before
they were able to see the light of day,
quite often because other competitors,
hearing what we were doing on the !
grapevine, didn’t want to compete p———— - -c 1__;-* . -
against it — CVT (Constantly Variable Position: 9th 8th 7th 6th 5th 4th 3rd 2nd lst

Transmission) is just one example. 1
)15] P 1978 —o

1988 -
2006 .
2008 ®
2009 ;

pJORE O

think we need to get back to that and

the people that have taken over the
senior technical side will, 1 think, help
to create that environment.”

jith one race to go

An upturn in form can’t come soon
enough for the troubled team.




/ Cost-efficient safety / Triumph for Zanardi at New York Marathon

A protective Zylon panel
protects the area where

the visor meets the shell

ER

"A Paralympic mede

F1's new £350 lifesaver

When it comes to safety no expense should be spared,
but the latest protective device will hardly break the bank

In a sport as ludicrously expensive as F1, it’s
refreshing to see that the latest device aimed at
protecting drivers comes in at under 400 quid.
Introduced over the last season with relatively
little fanfare, the Zylon visor panel adds a layer
of anti-penetration protection to one of the
most vulnerable and exposed areas of a drivers’
helmet — where the visor meets the main shell.

The 60-gram zvlon panel, which is wrapped
in carbon fibre, overlaps the top 25mm of the
visor (behind the sponsor’s sticker) and extends
25mm above the visor opening, protecting the
exact area of the helmet that, in Felipe Massa’s
case, was struck by a flying spring at the 2009
Hungarian GP. Analysis has proved that the
impact of the spring was equivalent to Massa
being hit on the head by a bag of sugar travelling
at 160mph — little wonder then that the FIA
Institute decided something had to be done.

*We carried out tests where we found the
potential for a hole in the helmet shell is five
times smaller when you're wearing the panel
than without it,” said Stephane Cohen, the
chairman of leading F1 helmet supplier Bell.

Visor panels are not vet compulsory, but
drivers are strongly recommended to use them
and almost all have taken up the opportunity.
Seems like a wise decision to us.

[? It's definitely possible”

So says former F1 driver Alex Zanardi, whose heart is set on hand-cycling victory in London 2012

Former Williams driver Alex Zanardi
has his sights firmly set on the London
2012 Paralympic games after storming to
victory in the handeyeling class at the
prestigious New York Marathon.
The 45-year-old Italian, who
started 41 GPs between 1991
and 1999 before losing both

legs below the knee in a

horrific Champ Car crash, is 5 -
now one of the world’s best - é
handeyelists and his win in . :

Pldeiss Noyind i gmpanin b2

Zanardi won the handcycling class i

at the 2011 New York Marathon

New York rounds off a great season

in which he also won a silver medal at the

world championships.

When asked by F1 Racing if he
believes he has a realistic shot

at a medal in 2012, he said:

“If T thought T didn’t
have a chance, then I

wouldn’t have started

. 0n this path. For me,
handeyeling is pure
passion. I've been lucky

enough to have been on

the grid for the Monaco

GP and to have raced at

Michigan in front of 200,000 fans. I've had
my fair share of glory, and competing in
London would be a great achievement. But
I'm not going there just to take part. It will
be a great experience no matter what, but
it will be more exciting to perform to my
maximum and do the best I can.”

As well as handeyeling, the ever-popular
Zanardi can also be found presenting a
prime-time science-based show on Italian
television in which he discusses everything
from volcanoes to contagious diseases with
a panel of experts. Perhaps on a future
programme he could be discussing what it’s
like to win an Olympic medal...
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1 I1HFH=S / The ultra-exclusive F1 association / Mclaren in stats

NEws U
First there was FOTA, now there's OTA

We gain membership to F1's most exclusive club. Rumours of a special handshake unconfirmed
While there are growing doubts over the 4
future of the Formula 1 Teams’ Association
(FOTA), another exclusive F1 club is thriving,
There are now around two dozen members of
OTA, the ‘One Team Association’ founded by
HRET’s Dr Colin Kolles, team principal of the
only team that is not a member of FOTA.
OTA chairman Kolles, with a broad smile
on his face, pointed out that the club has
more members than FOTA and is made up
of the sport’s race promoters, respected
journalists and team CEOs. Crucially there is

no fee for membership and anyone involved

in Formula 1 can apply, although approval of wﬁﬁ::jﬁ": rjr""'m}"‘i-._........
applications is at the discretion of OTA’s Jimmy Roberts’ coveted One Team Association membership card; and [inset] Dr Colin Kolles
democratic Round Table.

OTA has a growing following and Restriction Agreement was cancelled due to Paddock rumours were circulating in the
FI Racing's features editor James Roberts ‘logistical issues’. Asked to comment on OTA, run-up to Abu Dhabi that a solid gold OTA
was thrilled to receive his membership card at  Kolles would only say of the organisation: “1 membership card had been presented to a
the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix weekend, a race at cannot speak personally about OTA because mysterious honorary chairman, believed to
which a planned Formula One Teams’ we have a Round Table committee that speaks  be a Mr. B Ecclestone — although no one at
Association meeting to discuss the Resource only with a single voice.” OTA would confirm this.

A A6 174 B
McLaren notch up podium  Wine TIYOrs

— 12 drivers’
blaces e

Mclaren cars

have spent a

148 10153 rwawam

laps in the .. ...

fastest =505 149 pole

‘EIDS ;;“;f;;;;:;,i“' POSItions

start to finish

The Woking-based team celebrated
seven centuries of F1 races in Korea.
Here's what they've achieved...

Over 218,000 miles raced -
that's the equivalent of more than
1,863 laps of the M25 motorway
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F1™ Holidays 2012

Grandstand

MOTOR SPORTS

From March to November travel with us to circuits worldwide. Perfect venues for weekend
breaks or Innger holidays. The fastest drivers in the fastest cars - nothing beats being there!

18 March Australian Grand Prix,
Melbourne

25 March Malaysian Grand Prix,
Sepang

15 April Chinese Grand Prix,
Shanghai

22 April Bahrain Grand Prix,
Sakhir

13 May Spanish Grand Prix,
Barcelona

27 May Monaco Grand Prix,
Monte Carlo

10 June Canadian Grand Prix,

24 June European Grand Prix,
EIERHE]

8 July British Grand Prix,
Silverstone

22 July German Grand Prix,
Hockenheim

29 July Hungarian Grand Prix,

Budapest

Montreal

2 September Belgian Grand Prix,

Spa-Francorchamps

9 September Italian Grand Prix,

Monza

23 September Singapore Grand Prix,

Singapore

7 October Japanese Grand Prix,
Suzuka

14 October Korean Grand Prix,
Yeongam

28 October Indian Grand Prix,

Greater Noida

4 November

Abu Dhabi Grand Prix,
Abu Dhabi

18 November
TBC

25 November

United States Grand Prix,
Austin

Brazilian Grand Prix,
Sao Paulo

Book with a team you can trust - your experience will exceed your expectations
Call us now to discuss your plans for 2012!
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BULOVA PRECISIONIST

THE WORLD'S MOST ACCURATE WATCH
WITH A CONTINUOUSLY SWEEPING SECOND HAND

Most quartz watches are accurate to0 15 seconds a month -
Bulova Precisionist is accurate to 10 seconds a year.

The key is Precisionist's unigue three-prong quartz crystal,
which produces a vibration frequency of 262.144 kilohertz (kHz),
eight times greater than the usual two-prong crystal and the
highest of any watch available today. And, the innovative design
of the Precisionist movement reduces the effects of temperature
variation without using a high maintenance thermo-regulating
integrated circuit.

The result is a watch that is extraordinarily precise, yet so
¥ easy to operate.

PRECISIONIST ~

CHAMPLAIN
COLLECTION

SINCE 1875

Available from selected branches of FHinds, Goldsmiths, H.Samuel, John Lewis

and Time? (Selfridges). For full details of all stockists visit www.bulova.com D E S [ G N E D TO B E N OTI C E D
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Lifting the cloak of secrecy on F1's complicated parts

THIS MONTH: RIDE HEIGHT
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What is ride height and why is it

so important?

The ride height is the physical measurement
between the underside of the chassis (the so-
called reference plane) and the ground at the
front and rear axle centre lines. On an F1 car,
the skid block (or plank) is below the reference
plane and so the ride height is not actually the
same thing as the ground clearance. Ride height
is important in that you don’t want the car
dragging on the ground, but you do want to keep
the centre of gravity low for ideal cornering. But
aerodynamic performance, as usual, determines
optimum ride height.

Okay, so how do you decide where
optimum ride height is?

It is important to realise that on a racing car
that has large amounts of downforce, the ride
height is constantly changing. As the car goes
faster, the enormous aerodynamic loads try

to push the car into the ground. The ideal ride
height is therefore actually a number of different
dynamic ride heights; that is ride heights that
vary with speed. Part of the race engineer’s skill
is to set the car up for near ideal ride heights
under all conditions.

=g =
Fl.ul'rlf -. Y

D A=

.

The difference between front
and rear ride height is called
rake, and the Red Bull RB7 has

more rake than other cars

m——

What can you change on a car to
alter the ride height?

The static ride height is altered by changing

the length of the push rods on the suspension
by means of spacers (known as shims). It is
normally altered in half-millimetre increments
and a typical Formula 1 car will run with a static
front ride height of 30-35mm and a rear of 75-
8omm. The dynamic ride height is determined
by the suspension spring stiffness (stiff springs
support the car higher for a given downforce)
and the tyre pressures because higher tyre
pressures will make the tyre more rigid. So, like
stiff springs, high tyre pressures give higher
dynamic ride heights.

Should you always try to run the car
as low as possible to the ground?
Not necessarily so. It is true that the front
normally works best when it is very close to
the ground as this makes the front wing more
effective, but the rear ride height is generally
higher than ground clearance dictates because
this enables the underbody aerodynamics to
function better. The difference between the
front and rear ride height is generally known
as the ‘rake’ of the car.

§ THE THEORY
EXPLAINED

Dynamic ride height (the ride height when the
car is in motion) is determined by the stiffness
of suspension springs and the pressure in the
tyres. High tyre pressures make the tyre more
rigid and thus give higher dynamic ride heights

If the ride height is wrong, will the
car handle incorrectly or will the
aerodynamics not work properly?
The relationship between ride height and
aerodynamics is complex. Race engineers use
an aerodynamic contour map that shows them
the downforce and aerodynamic balance front
to rear at any combination of ride heights. They
then set evervthing up so the car operates in the
best part of that map. If it is not in the maximum
downforee region it will lose performance and,
importantly, if it transitions across the contours
in a bad way, the aerodynamic balance will alter
— making the car hard to drive.

Active ride was banned from F1
some time ago - why was that
system so advantageous?

Active ride simply kept the ride height more or
less constant at all speeds and under all loads,
while still allowing the suspension to absorb
bumps in the road. If it saw a load coming in
from the body (such as an aerodynamice load) it
supported it by mimicking a very stiff suspension,
but if it saw a disturbance coming in from the
wheel (such as a bump) it mimicked a very soft
suspension, thus giving the best of both worlds.

Turn to pages 108 and 112 for Pat's analysis of the Indian and Abu Dhabi Grands Prix >
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RAW NEUVE

Jacques Villeneuve: older, wiser... but no less opinionated

More races
in F1? It's up
to the fans

I've heard talk in F1 recently about the
number of races on the calendar reaching

breaking point, with the suggestion of alternate

pit crews being used. If you look at NASCAR,
there are 36 races with two or three that dont
offer championship points. Those involved

in the sport love it and do it weekend after
weekend, and though it’s hard on families the
people involved are passionate racers.

The thing is, the more races vou have the
more income you can get from sponsors — and
evervbody wants more money. You won't
generate more income from fewer races. In
NASCAR, they can have different sponsors on
different cars, rather than having to have the
same names on both cars as they do in F1.

I think doing it the NASCAR way would make
sponsorship easier to sell to companies.

There was a time in F1 when there were fewer
races, but then there were three days of testing
between every race. Driving and racing are fun,
but we were driving every week. From a driver’s
perspective, it’s nice to have a mid-season break
and another one over the winter.,

There’s a lot of travelling in NASCAR, but it all
happens in the US. What makes the F1 season so
gruelling is all the fly-away races. When I won the
championship in 1997, five out of the 17 races
were long haul. This vear, it's ten out of 19. If the
season were mainly in Europe, I don’t think it

NASCAR has
36 races and

the fans don't
get bored

would be too bad, but fly-aways make it tough
on everyone. But don't forget there was also a
time when we had qualifyving engines and race
engines and mechanics just never went to bed.
Race weekends used to be much tougher — at
least now there's a curfew.

The issue is more about whether more than
20 races would be acceptable to the fans.
Would they get bored if the season went on too
long? The weird thing is that the NASCAR
season doesn’t seem to drag on for American
fans — it’s just part of the culture.

0000
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Lewis vs Massa: keep it going!

2
-

PHOTOS: BRIAN CZOBAT/AUTOSTOCK/LAT
CHARLES COATES/LAT; AMDREW FERRARO/LAT

These guyvs just can't stop
driving into each other this
season and I've no idea why.
Since Lewis and Massa had

their shunt in Monaco, and

people made way too big a deal

out of it, it’s just carried on.
Having bad blood with

another driver isn't necessarily

distracting, but it can make you

react differently with each

other on the track next time
you race. Will Lewis think
twice about overtaking Felipe
next time? It's important to try
not to change vour driving
style, but it's difficult to avoid.
Some people think they
should resolve things, but I
don’t. You can't force people to
be friends. You need this kind

of thing or F1 becomes dull.

THE
JV KEY

© © O

Silly shunt  Driver error Controversy What a car

Fantastic drive Good call

O 00

Bad call

1 E—

So Renault are becoming

Lotus, Lotus are becoming
Caterham and Virgin are
becoming Marussia. I
laughed when I first
heard this, but if teams
want to change their
names, why not?

I doubt that the fans will
care. If Ferrari were changing their name, that
would be a story. But if it’s Virgin — so what?
There’s nothing wrong with changing names
— change is good for Formula 1.
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then have a winning car? Not necessarily. Fangio
was canny enough to make sure he always did

gy @
m n o a e In g but Senna didn’t when he went to Williams — and

it took Schumacher four years of unremitting

gy — effort to win his first championship with Ferrari
m an y Ut e rSt after he'd left Benetton.
i n I in e to b ac k Vett el Sebastian’s next target has to be to win three
@ ® greatest champions have done that — Michael
for cham pions hi p e

I'm very much mistaken (and I'm sure you'll tell

([ me if I am!), 11 other Formula 1 superstars could
n u m e r re e have done it if things had gone their way and it’s

interesting to see why they didn’t.

titles in succession but that’s really upping

the ante because only the two numerically

" = Ferrari went off the boil in 1954, which spoiled
I've been lucky enough to see all the motor doesn’t get worn out or bored by it all. Records Alberto Ascari’s chances, and so did Cooper in
racing greats in action, right the way from 1950 are made to be broken and there was a time 1961, which ruined Jack Brabham’s hopes. Five
when Formula 1 began: Fangio, Moss, Clark, when we thought that Ayrton Senna’s would car failures blew it for Jim Clark in 1964 while
Stewart, Prost, Senna, Schumacher and the rest. stand for ever, but then along came the Red Jackie Stewart lost out twice, in 1970 when he
I've talked about each and every one of them in Baron to destroy them. Now, it seems, Vettel failed to finish in no less than eight of the 13
my career — and there’s not a shadow of doubt could go on to become the greatest of all time — races and in 1972 when another four DNFs, plus
in my mind that Sebastian Vettel already ranks eclipsing even the great Michael Schumacher’s Emerson Fittipaldi in the mighty Lotus 72, got
among the best of the best. mind-boggling statistics. in his way (although ironically, it was Stewart’s

For what it’s worth, T don’t think it could have Or could he? Because Sebastian has got a 1973 championship that torpedoed Fittipaldi’s
happened to a nicer bloke. Sebastian is not only long road to travel and things won't always own possible triple). We've got used to virtually
a brilliant driver — he’s also friendly, personable,  go his way. He is one of a golden age of truly all the cars finishing virtually all the races these
cheerful, great fun and impressively eloquent. At  outstanding drivers but, so far, he has been in days, but it wasn't always like that.
the tender age of 24, he holds just about every what is undoubtedly the best car. No constructor It wasn't Ferrari’s lack of reliability that
record for the youngest achiever, with potentially  holds the whip hand indefinitely and Red Bull ruined things for Niki Lauda in 1976, though.
at least another 16 vears of racing ahead of him will falter at some time — or even withdraw, their It was his horrific crash at the Nurburgring. Yet
in which to achieve even more — assuming he marketing goals having been met. Will Sebastian  despite missing three races in one of the most

exciting seasons ever, he lost the championship

5 gy ] _ | to his friend James Hunt by just a single point.

.-‘.LI

Nelson Pigquet was top gun in 1981 and "83 but
in 1952 the advent of the self-destructing BMW
1,200bhp turbo engine caused too many failures
until the men from Munich triumphantly got

it right in 1983. The great Alain Prost never
managed three in a row either: he came second
to team-mate Niki Lauda in 1984 by F1's
closest-ever margin of only half a point, and was
steamrollered by the all-conquering Williams-
Hondas of Piquet and Mansell in 1987.

So who does that leave? Answer: Ayrton
Senna, Mika Hikkinen and Fernando Alonso.
Three of the greatest, but none of them a
back-to-back triple winner. If Senna had been

champion in 1989 he would have succeeded, but

“Vettel's next target has to be to win three championships his notorious coming-together in Japan with

in succession - but that's really upping the ante” | = AT ek L RN E L g R I
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Forthright chatter from the legend of F1

“Only the two numerically greatest champions have won three titles
In succession - Juan Manuel Fangiu and Michael Schumacher” =

that. As did Our Nige's dominant 1992 season
in the superb Williams-Renault. Mika Hakkinen
nearly got there with championship victories
in 1998 and '99, only to find himself up against
Michael Schumacher at the start of his incredible
record of five titles on the trot. And at the end
of his seemingly never-ending winning streak,
Michael fell foul of new bov Fernando Alonso,
who brilliantly did the double in 2005/06, but
lost out to Kimi Raikkonen in 2007.

S0 Sebastian Vettel, now riding the crest of
a very large wave, with the world at his feet, has

- "N r-_i;

got a mountain to climb as the odds lengthen.
For in 2012, he'll vet again have to overcome

the same ferociously talented and even hungrier
rivals to do the triple. Team-mate Mark Webber,
who may have lost out this year but who I
believe has still got it in him to succeed, world
champions Jenson Button and Lewis Hamilton
who, like their McLaren team, never give up. Not
to mention the formidable Fernando Alonso —
thought by many, including me, to be the best
of them all, who will surely win again if Ferran
finally give him a car worthy of his talent.

Qi dub abaaaked A A 1 3 Sl o 11, Leled

“Seb will have to overcome the same talented and even hungrier g
rivals next year, including the formidable Fernando Alonso”

Just as any one of his top rivals could
undoubtedly win the title in a Red Bull car
s0 again, for the third time, can Sebastian —
assuming that next vear’s Red Bull turns out to
be as good as those of 2010 and 2011. But will
that be the case? You'd think so, but who knows?

People say that with few rule changes next
vear and with the same design team in place
at Milton Keynes, there’s no reason why they
shouldn’t produce vet another winner — but I'm
not so sure. Right from the start, the current
Red Bull car was built and designed around
the blown diffuser, dreamt up by the legendary
Adrian Newey and his colleagues, but now that
blown diffusers have been outlawed for 2012,
it's back to the drawing board. McLaren are
smarting. So are Ferrari and Mercedes and,
with this vear’s championships decided so early,
they've all got several months to concentrate
on getting next year’s car right for race one in
Australia. So there’s everything to play for.

However, while I'm not a betting man,
I'd still be the first in line to back Vettel for
championship number three. It would be my
gesture of faith that Seb, allied to Red Bull, will
once again be the man to beat, Michael and
Ferrari managed to do it for five fabulous years
in a row, so why shouldn’t the equally talented
but even younger Sebastian Vettel, still learning
as he gains experience, do the same — and with
even more to come? @
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BOB EVANS
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Used to race F1 cars... now prints posters of other people doing It

S B

A
- OJ

As was the case with many British
drivers in the 1970s, Bob Evans never
really got a chance to show what he
could do in the top echelon of the
sport. The fact that he made it to F1 at
all is a miracle — just four yvears before
he made his first start with BRM at the
1975 South African GP, Evans broke
his neck in a Formula 3 crash at Castle
Combe. Undeterred he got back into
the cockpit, initially with a neck brace,
and continued racing.

His perseverance paid dividends
in 1974 when the Lincolnshire-born

racer won the European Formula 5000

title and got a shot at F1 with BRM
for 1975. Sadly, the car was woefully
underpowered and Evans was unable
to demonstrate his ability. In 1976 he
was given two GP starts with Lotus
while they waited for Mario Andretti
to become available, but his F1 career
was wavering at this point and later in
the year he made his final F1 start for
RAM at the British GP.

“I was probably in the wrong place
at the wrong time,” says Evans today.
“I wasn't ever in a position to prove
what I could do. In those days you
needed momentum. I'd won the

*

-

Piloted the seriously underpowered BRM

in eight grands prix back in 1975

Owns his own poster company, creating

prints of memorable sporting moments

Formula 5000 championship and
the momentum was with me, then 1t
all disappeared with BRM. But vou
can’t whinge about it — that’s just the
way it goes. Looking back I should
have gone to America and raced in
Formula 5000, but instead I drove in
the Aurora F1 championship and then
got into sportscar racing. I competed
at Le Mans and in the Daytona 24
hours several times.

“After winning my class at Daytona
in 1984 I pretty much called it a day.
I'd met this Californian guy called
Riley Hopkins who wanted to set up a
T-shirt printing business in the UK —
so I fell into that. The business grew

- -
E

and I ran it for many years. We

did a lot of racewear for Formula 1
teams, but by the time the 1990s
came around, the industry was going
through some big changes so I set up
another business in 1999.

“Total Poster is an internet-based
company that prints bespoke sports
posters. My son designed our website
and is also a 50 per cent shareholder,
50 it’s a proper family business. It
doesn’t compare to driving an F1 car,
but it's an exciting and fun way to earn
a living. All our posters are printed
in-house and we pride ourselves on
having up-to-the-minute images from
major sports events within a couple
of days of the action taking place. At
the moment we're working on several
exciting things that will help the
business grow further.

“At my age I don't miss the buzz of
racing, but I do have nostalgia for what
it was. I still watch Formula 1 races,
although I do have to keep an eve on
them from a business point of view.
But I thoroughly enjoved my time in
F1 and I'm thankful that I came
through it and am still alive. I've lived
a bit of a charmed life really.

L]

1975: makes his
F1l debut
Finishes 15th and

TIII-"‘IJI :_j |_—_ :_J |:I II—' l:__:l I'||rlllll r. I r. — 5—| |:'

at Kyalami
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1975: F1 career high
Drives the sluggish
BEM to ninth in the
Belgian Grand Prix

at Zolder

totalposter
' H N

Now...

The 64-year-old
owns and runs
Total Poster, a

bespoke poster

business based in

Cheltenham
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“THE BEST RACE
I'VE BEEN TO"

Passion, drama and excitement from your greatest grand prix moments

“ BARCELONA 2001 / Fidel Buendia / 33 / SPAIN
“It was an incredible

feeling to hear F1 cars
live for the first time”

“T've always loved F1, and my father is to
blame for that as he's another racing nut. Bul
neither he nor I had ever attended a grand
prix when, thanks to a competition run by

the Spanish edition of FI Racing, I won a ticket to the 2001

Spanish GP. Without a second thought, I told my father we

were going to Barcelona!

“It was an incredible feeling when we heard the F1 cars race was Pedro de la Rosa’s debut with Jaguar and 2001 SPANISH GP:
live for the first it was also Fernando Alonso’s first Spanish GP with W Schumacher won for

time and IRIRTEYEN Minardi. I remember that on the final lap of the

forget the emotion race, Mika Hikkinen had a problem with his car and M | cader Hakkinen':

my father and [ felt = EEIGGENGEERGETRUTE DS GBI ELIRTE TinEE D clutch failed at the end
when we saw Panis’s| “TI've been to a couple of races since, but nothing B Alonso finished 13th
BA R-HG!]di[:_ has compared to my first GP with my father.” and de la Rosa retired

SINGAFPORE 2011/
E RACHEL FIKE / 36/
AUSTRALIA
“The atmosphere
of the night race

was amazing"

= SILVERSTONE 2011/ Lauren Shand / 15 / AUSTRALIA

“I queued for hours to get Webber
to sign a cardboard cut-out!”

“Ever since I was young, I have always
attended the Australian GP. This year I
queued for two hours in the rain just to get
Mark Webber to sign a cardboard cut-out
of himself, then just as I got close he had to leave!

“T've been an F1 fan

since the early '90s and
have been going to the
Australian GP since its “Later this vear, we organised our holiday to coincide
. e . with Silverstone. Dad and I went to the race and had
I'd always wanted to go Sunday we were in a suite “The atmosphere of the a great time watching Mark make it onto the podium.
to an overseas race and at the first corner, and night race was amazing,

first year in Melbourne.

9

The next day we went to Red

this year we were lucky on the Saturday we were and although the Ferraris Bull HQ to see the trophies, and
enough to get corporate in the Sky Suite on the didn’t come through with _ while we were
tickets through a friend pit straight, with a great a win I enjoved every y = P \ ' there Mark came
for Singapore. For Friday view from the rooftop bar second of it. It was also a % e " running through
practice and the race on straight down to the pits. very special race for me as | reception. T was

it was my 19-month-old ' so shocked! Tt was]

<A S Hlt wWas my lg-month- daughter’s first ever grand

§ my dream to meet

| v ! f \ 0 | CI daught erfS ﬁ rSt pﬁ.}{‘ Iim hoping that she'll : him and itqﬁlmlly
4 ! = enjoy it as much as I do | came true.
| cverl grand Prix | as she gets older.” —— |

TELL US YOUR GREAT GP MOMENTS! If you've got a story from a race you've been to, email us at thebestraceivebeento@haymarket.com
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ABARTH PUNTO EVO

1.4 TURBO MULTIAIR
POWER OUTPUT 1658BHP (121KW) AT 5,500RPM

PEAK TORQUE 250NM AT 2,250RPM
ACCELERATION O - 62 MPH 7.9 SEC

ABARTH PUNTO
RALLY

2.0 2508HP
PEAK TORQUE 225NM AT 3,000RPM

TOP SPEED 133MPH

Representative Example

Abarth Punto EVO - 1.4 MultiAir £5,322

On the Road Price £16,852.23 | Total Amount Payable by Customer £19,241

Customer Deposit £2,686 | Duration of Contract 48 months

Amount of Credit £14,166.23 | Rate of Interest (Fixed) 5.53%

Representative 6.2% APR
PLUS GREAT FINANCE DEALS ON ABARTH 500 AND 500C

Abarth Punto Evo Fuel Cons mpg (I/100km): urban 35.3 (8.0) / extra-urban 56.5 (5.0) / combined 46.3 (6.1) / CO, emissions: 142g/km.
Offer subject to availability on existing stock cars registered between October 1st and December 31st 2011. Finance subject to status. Euarant&asfmdemniﬁ&s may be required.
Further charges may be made subject to the condition of the vehicle if the vehicle is returned at the end of the finance agreement (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 10,000 miles
per annum in this example). Abarth Financial Services, PO Box 108, Leeds, LS27 OWU.

Optional Final Payment (includes £285 fee)

SIZE SHAPE SPEED AND SPIRIT

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR
TO BOOK YOUR TEST DRIVE VISIT
WWW.ABARTH-TESTDRIVE.CO.UK

WWW.ABARTHCARS.CO.UK

A WORLD OF PERFORMANCE

SINCE 1949




YOU ASK THE QUESTIONS

He'd ‘a

Out thinks Lewis ha

Bruno
enna

bsolutely’ love to join MclLa
S an aggressive attituae ...

ren one day

Ayrton's nephew IS nothing If Not straignt-

a

definitely didn't mesc

WORDS HANS SEEBERG PORTRAITS ANDREW FERRARO/LAT

Bruno Senna is halfway through answering
yvour questions in Renault’s Korean motorhome
when someone walks past, marches up to the
Dictaphone and gives a loud and prolonged
cough to interrupt his answer. It’s that cheeky
Russian scamp Vitaly Petrov, who just grins and
walks off. Bruno laughs and gives him a V-sign.

The timing couldn’t be better: the next question

Senna reads is, ‘Are you better than Petrov?’
Drivers always want to beat their team-mates,
and Bruno Senna is no exception. Having been
given an opportunity with Renault via Robert
Kubieca's injury and Nick Heidfeld's devastating
averageness, he now finds himself pitting his

talents against a man who is team leader by

default in only his second season. It's a chance
Senna is determined to make the most of.

The Petrov banter highlights the odd situation
of the F1 driver: beat your team-mate if it’s the
only thing you do, but make sure you have a
good working relationship to avoid unhelpful
distractions (see Mark Webber). The thing is,
vou get the feeling that the sunnily dispositioned
Bruno Senna gets on with everyone. The only
question that comes to mind after half an hour

lking. One thing's for certain, though: he
N to murder that dog

in his very amiable company is whether he's too
nice for the cut-throat, sell-vour-own-granny-
on-eBay-for-a-tenth-of-a-second world of F1.

For the sake of seeing the good guys getting
what they want in life, you hope not.

Now that vou live in Monaco, is there
anvthing vou miss about living in the UK?
Madeleine Dalyrimple, UK

[Laughs] That's a bit of a loaded question, isn't
it? Yeah, T miss London a lot, because it’s a great
city. T used to live in South Kensington, and the
options you have there are fantastic; being so
close to Heathrow is obviously a bonus for the
job we do as well. I definitely don’t miss the
weather though. Overall I'd say the pros
outweigh the cons, but Monaco is great for
training, which makes a big difference in my job.
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How did you convince your mother,
Viviane, to let you go racing again?
Benjamin Vinel, France

It was unintentional, really. She didn't think

I was actually that serious about it — she just
thought it was a boy-racer phase or something.
But when I started karting I injured my ribs

a lot, and the fact that I carried on doing it
convinced her it was something I really wanted
to do. No one breaks their ribs for fun, do they?

How would vou describe the difference
between driving the Renault R31 and the
HRT F1107?

Flavio Rojas, Poland

Well, I guess there are two ways of looking at
it. Firstly, the R31 is a developed car: it's been
looked at, thought about, and every flaw has had
attention in order to correct it. The HRT was

a good car to begin with but didn’t have the
development it needed, so by the time I got to
drive it there were many shortcomings that
couldn’t be fixed until the end of the season.
That's the major difference, and it made the
HRT a very difficult car to drive. The R31
inspires so much confidence — I got in it and
thought, ‘Oh, so this is what a Formula 1 car
feels like!” Actually, the best F1 car I've ever
driven was the Honda in 2008, when I tested it
in Barcelona for the first time,

Who’'s the better team principal:
Colin Kolles or Eric Boullier?
Kamil Golab, UK

[Answers immediately] Eric Boullier.

How did vou feel in that 2008 GP2 race
in Istanbul when vou hit that dog?

Austen Waite, UK

It was a very mixed feeling, because at first I was
very upset about the race; it was a very difficult
weekend and T was very concerned about the
championship at that point. Initially I felt really
angry, just because of the fact that there was

a dog at the track and it damaged my race. At
the same time, I was sad for the dog as well.
My press officer was talking to me about it
afterwards and at the end he was saying, “Poor
doggie, Bruno!” It wasn’t a nice experience.

Are you a future world champion?

Ben Moody, UK

That's the intention, Ben. I'm working very hard
on it. The fact that I've had very competitive
results in a very short space of time in racing,
compared to the other guys, is great.

Are vou better than Vitaly Petrov?
Arkadiusz Wzorek, Poland

I have to believe I am, because if I don’t I might
as well just go home and do something else.
We'll have to wait until the end of the season to

see the results, but I'm already competitive
against him which is a good achievement — and
one I'm hoping to improve on.

What would vour reaction be if Formula 1
returned to Imola?

Muatthew Gordon, UK

I'd love to race in Imola. It’s one of the few
circuits that hasnt changed too much; they've
kept the high-speed nature of the track and the
fact of the matter is that the cars are much safer
now. Racing there would take away any sour
feeling that's associated with the track.

What do yvou think about Lewis
Hamilton’s performances this season?

Is he still the best driver in Formula 17
Dominika Bojar, Poland

Well, I don't know if he’s the best driver in
Formula 1 — that’s debatable. 1 think Lewis has
let his aggression out this season and sometimes
it'’s hindered him. It’s up to him to decide if
that’s a good path to follow or not. We know that
Lewis is capable of being a world champion and
that he’s a really, really good driver who's very
fast, but being a driver is not just about speed

— it's about your attitude on the track as well.
Right now, that’s hurting him a little bit.

What did Eric Boullier say to you before
vour first race for Renault in Belgium?
Zuzanna Oskiera, Poland

“Good luck!” I think he was surprised about how
well T qualified but he was very supportive of me
throughout the whole weekend. He just told me
to enjoy it and to try to finish the race. Obviously
the first corner when I crashed was not the best
example of trying to do that...

Eau Rouge or 130R?

Chiona Wilmott, Ireland

Eau Rouge, definitely. Yes, 130R is an awesome
corner, but Eau Rouge is one of those parts of
a circuit that gives you so many feelings at the
same time. In the wet it's really dangerous, but
it's also very rewarding, too.

Your uncle vetoed Derek Warwick as a
team-mate, some say because he saw him
as a threat. Which driver in F1 would you
veto from being vour team-mate?

Stuart Burton, UK

I wouldn't veto anvone from being my team-
mate. The fact is that Ayrton saw Derek as a
competitive driver who would share the
resources of the team with him, and he thought
that the team would therefore only be able to
give less to both drivers. He just wanted to make
sure he got 100 per cent from the team, and if
vou look at his performances in qualifving and
the races that vear, it shows that he had

something in his mind.

YOU ASK THE QUESTIONS

“The R31X inspires
sO much confidence

- | gotinitand
thought, 'On, so this
IS what a Formula 1
car feels like...”
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Would you ever like to drive for McLaren,
like your uncle did?

Denise Caffrey, Ireland

Obwviously McLaren is a very special team for
me. My thing is to drive for teams that are
winning, so if they're winning and I get the
chance to drive for them, then absolutely.

What was it like driving Ayrton’s old
McLaren at Goodwood this year?
Graham Dalley, UK

It was awesome — absolutely crazy. It felt like a
modern car, actually, but it really gives you an
insight into what racing was like in the past.

There have been a few controversial
moves going on in F1 this season. What’s
vour take on this?

Andy Morris, UK

Well, this sort of thing happens a lot in
motorsport — and sport in general for that
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T

"I think Boullier was

surprised about
how well | qualified

in Spa. He was

very supportive of
me throughout the
whole weekend”

Senna qualified an impressive seventh in

his first race with Renault at Spa. But he
finished 13th after colliding with Alguersuari
at the first corner, for which the Brazilian
received a drive-through penalty

matter. Drivers will always push the limits;
eventually something happens and a new rule is
brought in. We've been trying during the drivers
briefings to stop the bad moves and we're
moving in the right direction on that.

Is having the Senna name in Formula 1

a burden or a motivation?

Eric Stevem Heriyanto, Indonesia

For sure, it motivates me massively. I'm very
proud to be related to Ayrton and to have had
the opportunity to talk to him and learn from
him. There’s loads of pressure because I haven’t
had many opportunities in Formula 1 and this is
the first real one I've had, but I really believe
that if another driver had come into a team in
the middle of the season and qualified as well as

his team-mate without even testing the car
before, as I did, people would be impressed. But
yvou need to keep doing it in Formula 1. There
are no limits to what people expect when yvou
have the Senna name, 1 suppose. It's not easy.

Which F1 team do you most aspire to
drive for?

Elizabeth Jones, UK

I've been asked this question many times, but I'll
only answer it if I ever get to drive for that team.
So let’s hope 1 get the chance...

How come Brazilians are so good at
driving in the wet, when all traffic in
Brazil grinds to a halt when it rains?

Carl Wheeler, UK

[Laughs] Well Carl, the traffic also grinds to a
halt in the UK when it rains, T have to tell you. I
think it’s because Brazilian racing drivers spend
quite a lot of time in England early in their
careers, so they get a lot of practice in the wet.

Rubens always said that Avrton was his
mentor. Has Rubens returned the favour
and given you advice?

Emma Kennedy, UK

Yeah, he’s given me some really good advice and
always been forthcoming when I've needed help.
We always get together on the drivers’ parade
and talk a bit about the cars and what they're
doing; Massa’s given me some great advice as
well. Hopefully T'll be able to do the same to up
and coming Brazilian talent in the future.

Have you missed out on anything by
starting vour racing career so late?

Carl Wittkopp, Australia

Probably, but it's impossible to know. Maybe 1
would've been successful by now, maybe the lack
of life experience would've taken me in a
different direction. In terms of racing, it
probably wouldve been much easier for me to
have started earlier, but we’ll never know. I just
have to work with what I have and do my best.

What are vour chances of being at
Renault for the 2012 season?

Tom McDermid, UK

I think they're very high. The team is committed
to seeing what will happen with Robert, and 1
respect that. But I hope that my performance
here this vear will give me a real chance with
them for 2012, and if it’s not possible here then
mavbe in another competitive seat.

Is winning the Brazilian Grand Prix the
most important dream for vou in F1?
Josh Cowley, UK

Well, winning the championship is more
important than winning the Brazilian Grand

Prix. Winning at Interlagos would be very
emotional because not many Brazilians win
there. Last yvear with HRT was the first time

I'd ever raced there; it was the first time I'd
experienced the crowd — and what an amazing
feeling that home factor gives you. It’s an extra
boost. This yvear will be incredible. If T ever win
there, I think it’s something that I'll only be able
to explain afterwards.

Do Formula 1 drivers ever drink alcohol
and if so, how often? Tell the truth!
Dauvid Herron, UK

Ha ha! Maybe you should ask... no, I'm not
getting in trouble on that one! Um, I think
everybody lets go a little bit sometimes, you
know — you need to unwind from work
occasionally. 1 think that during holidays or
Christmas or New Year’s Eve you can let go

a little bit and enjoy good times with your
friends and family. Alcohol during the season is
not a very good idea, though: you damage yvour
training and your reflexes if it's too close to a
race, and very few drivers can deal with that.

We've seen Nicolas Prost in the Renault
garage a few times. How about some
Senna vs Prost F1 action, round two?
Martin Wellbelove, UK

I don’t know. It would be great, but the most
important thing is to be competing against the
best drivers; if Nicolas 1s competitive enough to
get to F1 then great. I'm not bothered about the
surnames of the drivers I compete against,
though. I mean, I race against a Rosberg and
Ayrton raced against a Rosberg as well, but that
doesn’t really change anything for me. As long
as I'm driving against the best, I'm happy.

Where was vour brain when you went
into Turn 1 at this year’s Belgian GP?

Ales Horvat, Croatia

[Laughs] That’s a bit rude! If you actually see it,
I just didn’t brake hard enough because I'd never
been into that corner at an F1 start before. In
fairness, if my car didn’t have a really large front
wing I wouldn’t have had any damage at all; it
wasn’'t a massive hit on Jaime Alguersuari’s car,
he had big damage because he had contact with
Alonso on the other side. It’s the first time in my
career that I've ever had first-corner contact, and
hopefully it'll be the last.

Have vou been in touch with Robert
Kubica since his accident?

Gutllaume Navarro, France

No, I've been in touch with his doctor though.
He said Robert’s recovering well and that he's
pushing very hard to get back into Formula 1,
but that his injuries are very large. I wish him all
the best — let’s hope he comes back. I suppose
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You've had experience Of driving for = it's a strange one for me: I really feel very sad

and very sorry for what's happened to him,

» r .
new team and an EStabIIShEd team' because he's a great driver and evervbody likes
What is it that's holding the new him. At the same time, this sport is a
5 = competition; there are no personal feelings
teams back? Is it a lack of mileage, a involved. It's natural. Its the same thing I had
Iack of knowledge or a Iack of money? before with Rubens when we were both going for
the Honda seat: he got it, but nothing changed

Tan Bushnell, UK between us. That's Formula 1: if one driver goes
out, another one comes in. That’s the way it is.

It's all of that. The lack of mileage think the lack of people and What do you do to get away from the
doesn't help develop the car and resources hinders everything, stress of Formula 1?

the lack of money means you wark With big teams, everybody has Jonathan Schutte, South Africa

within massive limitations, but l also  experience, which helps a lot, Right now, there’s not much getting away from
the stress of it! Fitness training is a great way to
do it though, especially swimming and cycling.
You forget about Formula 1 when you're doing
it. But I think the stress is very high until you're
safe and settled in a proper seat, because there's
always the chance you could lose the chance
you've heen given.

Do vou regret being involved with HRT?
Adrian King, UK

No, not at all. T learned a lot last year. T did
pretty much a full season of F1, and it still gave
me the chance to learn the tracks and the format
of the weekends. It’s taken some of the learning
curve away from the opportunity I've had this
season, actually. Of course, not being in a
competitive car was very difficult, but at the end

f the day you are where you are and you have t
Above: Making his debut with HRT at ol the day you are where you are ancd you have to

the 2010 Bahrain GP. Below: finishing
ninth at Monza, and scoring his first

make the most of any opportunity you get in life.

What's the strangest present vou've ever
had from a fan?
Andrea Tajthi, Hungary

points in his second race for Renault

It was this game a fan gave me in China, and

I just can’t work out how to play it. It's got dice
and all sorts of things attached to it. T tried to
make sense of it but the task was just too
daunting. It was very nice though... I just need
to learn Mandarin before I can use it @

JOIN OUR READER PANEL | )

Want to put a question to a big name in
Formula 17 Visit www.flracing.couk and
join our Reader Panel, where you'll get
to do just that, We'll let you know which
interviews are coming up.

E <. Scan this code
with your smart
phone and you'll be
taken straight to our
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So said Jenson Button after he'd been pushed onto the
grass at the start of the race in Suzuka - just one of

many controversial driving manoeuvres this
season. F1 Racing analyses the thorny
issue of driving standards in 2011

JAMES ROBERTS MARK
THOMPSON/GETTY IMAGES
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“If you no longer go for a gap. then you are no longer a
racing driver.” That was Ayrton Senna’s reaction when criticised by
Jackie Stewart for making more contact on the race track than all the previous
F1 champions put together. The discussion took place after Senna’s blatant
move to take out Alain Prost at the first corner of the Japanese GP in 1990.

The act of deliberately and intentionally running someone off the road — and
the school of thought that says the driver in front must decide whether you are
going to have an accident or not - fundamentally changed the sport forever.

As JYS explained, past champions such as Fangio, Clark and Lauda didn’t clash
with other drivers, but since Senna’s time driving styles have changed; there are

more incidents and drivers are increasingly paying the price for their actions. =2

ARTICLE 20.2: "MANOEUVRES LIABLE TO HINDER OTHER DRIVERS...
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Article 20.2 of the 2011 Formula 1 Sporting
Regulations states: “Manoeuvres liable to hinder
other drivers, such as more than one change of
direction to defend a position, deliberate crowding
of a car beyvond the edge of the track or any other
abnormal change of direction, are not permitted.”

Over the course of 2011, the ‘one move’ rule
has been in the spotlight more than ever due to
the introduction of DRS, the use of KERS and
the overtaking possibilities offered by the Pirelli
tyres. The huge speed differential, particularly
when DRS is activated, has changed the way
drivers position their cars and has also resulted
in the FIA investigating every on-track incident.

The sight of Mark Webber flipping his
Red Bull over the back of Heikki Kovalainen in
Valencia last vear is still fresh in the memory
and the authorities are keen not to see it
repeated. Yet some drivers still push the ‘one
move’ regulation to the limit. Think of Schuey at
Monza, the penalties Lewis has received over the
yvear — even the move on the previous page by
Vettel off the Suzuka startline that forced Jenson
onto the grass and prompted his, “That’s how
we're racing now, is it?” response to Sebastian.

The overreliance on aerodynamics and the
immense stopping power of an F1 car has made
overtaking a much riskier proposition but, this
vear, attacking and defending has changed
completely thanks to the adjustable rear wing.
So has DRS changed F1 for better or for worse?

“A defining moment for me was in Malaysia
this year when Rosberg was racing Di Resta,”
says former F1 racer Anthony Davidson. “As they

This year, what we've seen
in Formula 1 is ‘'motor

passing’ not ‘motor
racing’ - and that's down

ro the artificial alds

came into the last corner, Rosberg deliberately
backed off so he was behind Di Resta for the
DRS detection zone and, as a result, he was
able to pass him on the following straight by
activating the DRS. He backed off in a straight
line and that mowve, for me, signified that we've
lost a lot of the cut-throat racing in F1.7

Former GP winner John Watson agrees. “This
vear, what we've seen in F1 is ‘motor passing’ not
‘motor racing’ — and that’s down to the artificial
aids. Added to the Tilke-designed circuits, which
have huge run-off areas, the current generation

LSUCH AS MORE THAN ONE CHANGE OF DIRECTION TO DEFEND A POSITION, DELIBERATE CROWDING OF A CAR...
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of cars are very safe and although current drivers
are conscious that motor racing is dangerous,
that danger has been softened substantially.”

As a result, modern racers attempt moves that
would previously have been considered lethal
— but that shouldn’t give them licence to commit
a manoeuvre that puts anyone at risk: one error
can have catastrophic consequences. Plus, as
voungsters come up through the junior formulae
they must look to F1 to set the right example.

When Jean Todt was installed as FIA
president, one of his first acts was to install a
former driver to join the regular stewards of the
meeting to help make a judgement call on an
incident based on their experience.

“I think Jean Todt, the FIA and [race director]
Charlie Whiting must be congratulated,” says
Nigel Mansell, the driver steward at this year’s
British GP. “Our insight means we can give an
inside view on whether something was a racing
incident or whether it was avoidable. Plus,
with the technology we have to hand, there
is nowhere for the driver to hide: there are
cameras on every car, at every corner, up in the
air. I find it frustrating that we still get collisions
at the first corner. I've been there and I know
you can’t win a race at the first corner.”

Just as Jenson Button found at Suzuka when
he had two wheels on the grass after Vettel
made his one move to the right hand side of
the track. Vettel wasn't penalised that day, but

Button and Vettel
after that incident

In Suzuka (we think
they're just messing
about here though...)

In Malaysia, Rosberg
backed off so he was
behind Di Resta for
the DRS detection
zone, then by
activating the DRS,
passed him on the
following straight.
DRS has changed the
nature of overtaking

other drivers have been given drive-through
penalties for arguably less serious offences. As
with all sports, no matter how good the expert,
or the technology, getting consistency from the
stewards 1s sometimes difficult to achieve.

“Look at the incident between Hamilton and
Massa in Singapore,” says John Watson, who
was at the race commentating for the BBC.
“Lewis clipped the back of the Ferrari, gave
Massa a puncture and effectively ruined any
chance he had of getting a good finish, for which
Lewls was given a drive-through penalty.

“In a similar incident at the following corner,
Schumacher launched off the back of Pérez and
wasn't penalised. Was it because he was out of
the race? Was it because Pérez continued? What
would have happened if Pérez had retired? Was
it because Sergio was deemed to have moved
slightly to the right to defend the corner? There
is an inconsistency there and I know the drivers
are concerned about it. T imagine that Lewis has
felt that he has been singled out this year.”

Hamilton excels at overtaking. But the
changes this yvear have taken the art of racing
and defending out of the hands of the drivers.
Where is the wheel-to-wheel instinet when
pressing a button on the steering wheel opens up
the rear wing to let yvou to sail past an opponent?
Lewis’s growing frustration has led to more
incidents, but has he been dealt with fairly? With
more and more buttons for drivers to cope with

AMNDY HOME/LAT, STEVE ETHERINGTOM/LAT
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on their steering wheels, plus the lower seating
position and high-sided cockpit sides, one driver

Watch out Felipe, it's Lewis!

Hamilton vs Massa - it's been the coming-together of 2011...

criticised a driver steward after a GP this year,
claiming that when they raced over 20 years ago,
they had none of the problems a modern driver
has now, so couldn’t accurately pass judgement
on the incident the racer was penalised for.

“I wonder if the concept of stewards should
change,” adds Watson. “I think vou need the
same steward to go to every race, thereby
eliminating the inconsistency, and vou need
someone with recent knowledge of racing in
modern cars — someone who appreciates forward
and lateral visibility, like David Coulthard.”

The Grand Prix Drivers’ Association (GPDA)
have been concerned about the overtaking issue
and have drafted a rewording of the ‘one move’
rule for the F1 Sporting Regulations next year.

It will state that a driver must leave a space of 3 . ;
one car’s width once he has returned to take . Onlap 34, Hamilton came up b id Felipe Massa's Fer _EF?ﬂth_g.!"ﬂi;’LEifEﬁ
AINLE riadi & A tarhe 1 Mive ooy thixalils e A Ealism uE Eainmeant™
" Hairpin. The pair made contact, which damaged Massa’s car and caused him
to crash on the exit of the tunnel.
Stewards’ verdict: Drive-through penalty for Hamilton

| don't think it's sensible
to add a driving style into
the regulations - it's not
a good idea

Act 2 Singapore

After Massa appeared to delay Hamilton
in qualifying, the pair made contact in
the race when Lewis attempted to pass
the Ferrari at Turn /. He backed out of

his line. It’s a move that could lead to further
punishments being dished out.

“I don’t think it’s sensible to add a driving
style into the regulations,” says Anthony
Davidson.“When you're lapping cars in traffic,
dicing with rivals, racing and overtaking are
mstinctive — you can’t worry about the wording

of a rule. There is so much, with DRS and KERS

now, that makes the driving more contrived.”
Arguably, more of an issue is intentional

contact when one driver uses his car as a weapon

above anything else. When Pastor Maldonado

swerved at Lewis Hamilton in qualifying at Spa,

that was worthy of a penalty, although some
suggested he should have been disqualified.

the move but rolled into the back of
Massa's tyre, which caused a puncture.
Stewards’ verdict: Drive-through
penalty for Hamilton

Act 3 Suzuka

On the straight out of 130R towards
the chicane, Lewis slightly moved over
to take his line for the hairpin. Massa
was on the outside of the track, so
the pair made contact - although both
were able to continue the race.
Stewards’ verdict: No further

action taken

MOY HOME/LAT
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“You must take a strong line with intentional
contact,” says Davidson. “You can’t do it on a
racetrack because of safety implications: it’s not
just about the safety of the drivers, it's about
setting an example for yvoung drivers watching,”

Act 4 India

On lap 24, while battling for fifth position, Lewis

dived down the inside of Felipe at Turn 5 at the

Indian Grand Prix. The Ferrari turned into the corner

and broke Lewis's wing in the process. Hamilton

pitted, while Massa cuntiqued to race. \‘
Stewards’ verdict: Driuﬁmugh penalty for Massa

[I—_———————— E—

That is the most important thing. It's
unfortunate that Senna, an idol to so many,
didn’t just go for the gap: he took out his nearest
rival for the world title. It was a win-at-all-costs
move that should never be repeated. @

..BEYOND THE EDGE OF THE TRACK OR ANY OTHER ABNORMAL CHANGE OF DIRECTION, ARE NOT PERMITTED"
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COMING SOON!
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Melbourne - 18 March

5 Nights Melbourne

Melbourne & Sydney
2-Centre Holiday

LE MANS 24 HOURS

June 16/17

Self-Drive Packages with Hotel or Camping

Coach Tours & Paris Stop-Overs

GERMAN GRAND PRIX

Hockenheim - 22 July

Tours by Coach or Air
Self-Drive Packages

MALAYSIAN GRAND PRIX
Sepang - 25 March

2012 CALENDAR

HUNGARIAN GRAND PRIX
Budapest - 29 July

Montreal - 10 June
4 Nights in Montreal
Montreal & Niagara Holiday

5 Nighfs Kuala Lumpur Australian GP (Melbourne) 18 March i
Australia & Malaysia Malaysian GP (Kuala Lumpur) 25 March Weekend By Air
2 Crands Prix Holidoy Chinese GP (Shengha) 15:And Budapest & Vienna 2-Centre Holiday
Bahrain GP (Sakhir) 22 April
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Valencia - 24 June

Stay in Valencia

Weekends & Longer Tours
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Return to America
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The
power

behind

errari

We trace the rise in horsepower over the history of F1,
from the 1950 Ferrari 375 to this year's 150° Italia

F

\!
T U1V Ferrari 375 4.5 litre V12 350bhp ”’"Ill“:::\
gy 1951 Ferrari 375 4.5 litre V12 350bhp l""" “
| I 1952 Ferrari 500 2 litre inline 4 (F2 regs) 185bhp l",'l“
1953 Ferrari 500 2 litre inline 4 (F2 regs) 185bhp ”""Il \
1954 Ferrari 553 F1 25 litre inline 4 260bhp ”"'"l“

14
L
L
T

1955 Ferrari 555 F1 2.5 litre inline 4 260bhp ”"l"
1956 Ferrari D50 25 litre V8 265bhp l”'lll

1957 Ferrari 801 F1 25 litre V8 275bhp ”"'ll
1958 Ferrari 246 25 litre Vb6 280bhp ”"'II

\!
1959 Ferrari 256 2.5 litre V6 280bhp ”"'l“::\
1960 Ferrari 246P 25 litre V6 263bhp ""'"I

1961 Ferrari 156 15 litre V6 190bhp ”"I“l

1962 Ferrari 156 15 litre V6 190bhp AU
1963 Ferrari 156 F1-63 15 litre V6 205bhp 1771]1L \

1964 Ferrari 158 15 litre V8 210bhp ”"'" \

1965 Ferrari 512 1.5 litre flat 12 220bhp ”"'II“ ““‘\

W Ferrari 312 F1-66 3litre v12 3600hp AU “\\\\
1967 Ferrari 312 F1-67 3 litre V12 390bhp ”""ll““ \s\

: 1968 Ferrari 312 F1-68 3 litre V12 410bhp ”""I
-' = ? 1969 Ferrari 312 F1-69 3 litre V12 436bhp ”"'Il l‘
V" S U Y Ferrari 312 B 3 itre flat 12 450bhp ”"l"“ “\\
1971 Ferrari 312 B2 3litre flat 12 470bhp ”"'“l“““‘
1072 Ferrari 312 82 3 litre flat 12 4706hp JUIIID ““\
1973 Ferrari 312 B3-73 3 litre flat 12 485bhp ”"'““‘
1974 Ferrari 312 B3-74 3 litre flat 12 490bhp ”"l"

u
(\Je
1975 Ferrari 312 T 3 litre flat 12 495bhp ”"'lll|“ ““‘\\
1976 Ferrari 312 T2 3 litre flat 12 500bhp ”"'"

l“::\\\“‘\\\
1977 Ferrari 312 T2 3 litre flat 12 500bhp l""l““
1978 Ferrari 312 T3 3 litre flat 12 510bhp ”"l"

o
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1961 Ferrari 156 The legendary 1979 Ferrari 312 T4 Jody Scheckter 2004 Ferrari F2004 Ferrari

‘sharknose’ Ferrari took the team'’s and Gilles Villeneuve scored a one- dominated the championship with
first ever constructors’ title two in the drivers’ championship Michael Schumacher taking 13 wins ‘\\

e
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1979 Ferrari 312 T4 3 litre flat 12 515bhp ”""l
1980 Ferrari 312 T5 3 litre flat 12 515bhp l”'l“
R AW Ferrari 126 CK 1.5 litre V6 turbo 540bhp ”""I
1982 Ferrari 126 C2 1.5 litre V6 turbo 580bhp ”"lll
1983 Ferrari 126 C3 1.5 litre V6 turbo 600bhp ”"l"

1984 Ferrari 126 C4 15 litre V6 turbo 660bhp SN

1985 Ferrari 156-85 15 litre V6 turbo 780bhp SN
Py 1986 Ferrari F1-86 1.5 litre V6 turbo 850bhp ”""“““:““:\
Ly Mgmse ! 1987 Ferrari F1-87 15 litre V6 turbo 880bhp ”"llll“\\\\“‘\ X
R W 1068 Ferrari F1-87/88C 15 itre V6 turbo 6205k JIITIND “\\“\\\‘\é“
. TTTW Ferrari F1-89 35 itre v12 600bhp SN b ‘\“\\ N

Soe RS
1990 Ferrari F1-90 35 litre V12 680bhp ”’" I"I:::“‘\““\\s

\)
1891 Ferrari F1-81 35 itre V12 725bhp SN ‘\\“‘\\¢ Q
1992 Ferrari F92 A 3.5 litre V12 735bhp ”""II‘=:““‘:\\‘:;\ -
1993 Ferrari F93 A 35 litre V12 745bhp S l“‘“‘\\“\\\ -
1994 Ferrari 412 T1 35 litre V12 750bhp ”"l" ! “\\\‘\\
SCLEW Ferrari 412 T2 3 litre V12 690bhp ”’""l“\“\“
ICETW Ferrari F310 3 itre V10 715bhp ll""“‘:“\\‘\\
1997 Ferrari F310 B 3 litre V10 730bhp I""l I‘ ““\‘\
1998 Ferrari F300 3 litre V10 805bhp SN II“\‘\\“
1999 Ferrari F399 3 litre V10 790bhp llﬂﬂ“““‘\‘
2000 Ferrari F1-2000 3 litre V10 805bhp SN ““

2001 Ferrari F2001 3 litre \V10 825bhp II""“““‘\“
2002 Ferrari F2002 3 litre V10 835bhp II""' { (|
2003 Ferrari F2003-GA 3 litre V10 845bhp SN i

2004 Ferrari F2004 3 litre V10 865bhp ST

2005 Ferrari F2005 3 litre V10 865bhp N i ““

2006 Ferrari 248 F1 24 ire V8 725bhp SN Sey
g9t
IR

IMAGES

ARCHIVE: SUTTON

2007 Ferrari F2007 24 litre V8 730bhp ST

2008 Ferrari F2008 2.4 litre V8 740bhp ”""“‘I“ \“‘\\\

LAT: LAT

2009 Ferrari F60 2.4 litre V8 750bhp JIIIII '\ ‘\ ;
2010 Ferrari F10 24 litre V8 760bhp ”"" “‘“‘
FTIRY Ferrari 150° Italia 2.4 litre V8 770bhp ”"""
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NATURAL

Formula 1 eyebrows were raised when Jenson
" Button decided to go up against Lewis Hamilton
at MclLaren. But despite more than matching him,

nson won t be happy until he's world champion again
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PHOTOS: LOREMZO BELLAMCASLAT
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|t'5 teatime at the Buddh

International Circuit. The McLaren mechanies
are having a cuppa between shifts and Jenson
Button joins them. He wanders between the
tables, mug of tea (milk, no sugar) in his hand,

EI';: -

and they chat about the intricacies of India.

There are a lot of laughs and if it wasn't for the
Vodafone cap and constant paparazzi flash bulbs,
Jenson would just be one of the boys. He knows
everyone's nicknames and he doesn’t only talk to
his own mechanics; he spends time with Lewis
Hamilton’s guys as well.

The scene gives credence to the belief that
McLaren is Jenson’s team now. In just two vears,
he’s usurped Hamilton as McLaren’s golden boy
and he’s been rewarded with a new ‘multi-year’
contract. His interest in the people around him
has an empowering effect and vou sense these
guys would walk over hot coals for their new —
shhh, say it gquietly — number one.

Lewis is more aloof when he enters the
room and you sense the tension. Memories of
the Korean GP, when he failed to thank the
team after taking pole position, are still fresh.
Mechanics worked round the clock to get his car
turned around between Suzuka and Yeongam,
and it touched many a tired nerve when Lewis
didn't acknowledge that over the radio.

Even if Jenson still lacks Lewis’s ultimate one-
lap pace, he's outwitting his team-mate in every
other department. Success in F1 is about so much
more than raw pace and, as a result, Jenson has
won grands prix that many others wouldnt. His
ability to calculate a race is peerless.

In Canada he demonstrated his steely edge
by putting Lewis in the wall, before snatching
victory from Seb Vettel on the last lap; in
Hungary he capitalised on other people’s
mistakes; at Suzuka he demonstrated Prost-like
qualities to nurse his car and tyres home.

“Signing Jenson at the end of 2009 was one
of the best decisions 1 ever made,” says McLaren
boss Martin Whitmarsh. “I'm delighted that he’s
committed his long-term future to the team.”
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“I don’t just want to drive; I want the team to

Have you ever been happier in your career?
Crossing the finish line in Brazil to win the world
championship in 2009 was the best place T've
been in, and until I start fighting for a world title
again I won't be happy.

What does your new deal with McLaren mean?
It's a very exciting future for me. It’s nice for
both sides to have a contract signed. I think it’s
fair for both parties and it has to be fair for both
parties, otherwise you lose respect. I think we're
both happy. I feel that I still have more to give in
terms of development; I feel that next year’s car
will again be a step in a direction that 1 like and
I feel that I'm still growing as a driver.

Was it an easy decision to commit to McLaren?
The last two vears have been a lot of fun and I've
really enjoyed working with this team. Initially
it took us a bit of time to bond, but I've really
enjoyed my time since then. The second half of
this yvear has been fantastic. I feel that I have a
very good bond with my engineers and 1 feel like
I've known the mechanics for vears.

How has your second season at McLaren
differed from your first?

I arrived at the team early last vear — it seems a
lot longer than 18 months ago. 1 didn™t have a lot
of input in terms of development, or the way that
the car handled. That’s been very different this
year; I've had a lot more input into this car and it
shows in the way we've developed it.

Do you think that next season’s car is going to
be another step forward for you?

We're working on a direction for next year’s car.
The team needs time to learn how I drive and
what I like from the car. The great thing is that

I feel I have a lot of input into this team and they
listen to what I have to say. That makes a big
difference to me. I don't just want to drive the
car; 1 want the team to listen to what I have to
say so that we can move forward together.

&N

-

=

-

T

v

%
Q
Q
>

What will you have to do to beat Sebastian
Vettel in 20127

Sebastian has done a great job and he couldn’t
have done that job without Red Bull. F1is a
team effort. As I keep saying, you win together
and you lose together. They are doing an awful
lot of winning at the moment, but we're not far
behind. It's no good saying we'll catch up 0.4secs
over the winter; we still want to build on this car
because I think it would be a mistake to suddenly
change our theories over the winter. We've done
that before and it hasn’t really worked for us.
We'll be improving the base that we have here.

What are your thoughts on Sam Michael joining
the team as sporting director?

I've only been here for 18 months and it seems
this team doesn’t employ people from outside
very often, particularly in high-up positions.
That shows the team has belief in what Sam can
achieve and what he can bring to the team.

Did you work with Sam at Williams?

No. It'll be interesting to work with Sam in his
new job. It's an exciting new role for him; it’s
different to what he’s used to, but I think he’ll
grow to really like it.

How does Lewis Hamilton compare to your
previous team-mates in Formula 1?

Lewis is the fastest team-mate I've been up
against. Rubens could sometimes pull it out

of the bag in qualifying and be phenomenally
quick over one lap, but Lewis does that pretty
much every qualifying session and he’s also very
competitive during the race. A lot of drivers
would say that Lewis is the worst possible team-
mate to have because he’s so fast, but I find that
exciting. It pushes me forwards.

What would it mean to beat Lewis in the
championship this year?

For me, it doesn’t matter what happens over a
championship season. It's what happens race
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MclLaren’'s
number one?
It’s close...

When lenson joined Lewis
at McLaren last year, many
assumed Hamilton would
comfortably get the upper
hand, But over their past 36
races as team-mates, that's

not been the case...
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by race that matters. Every race I do, I want to
do the best job I can and that means beating not
only Lewis, but everyvone else on the grid.

Surely, though, you'd get some satisfaction
beating him...

To beat Lewis over a race weekend is more
exciting and means more. Over a whole season
anything can happen: vou can have failures and
vou can be unlucky with incidents that aren’t
vour fault. Unless I was fighting him for the
championship, I wouldn't want to compare the
two. If you look at this year, he’s had incidents
and I've had reliability issues. But having said
all that, I'm very happy with the way I've been
driving this year.

Lewis says you've done a better job than him
this year. Why is that?

That’s not for me to answer really; that’s for him
to answer.

Has 2011 been your best year in F1?
No, the year I won the championship was my

best yvear in F1. Clinching the title has to be better

than anything else in your career.

Are you driving better than you were in 2009?
That's a very different question. I think that
I drove very well during my championship-

winning year, especially at the start of the season.

We won a lot of races. Mentally though, it was
tough at the end of that vear, but I came through
and I did a good job.

Would you be better able to deal with the
pressure you felt at the end of 2009 now?

I'm a more experienced driver now and more
confident. The pressure would be a lot easier

for me to deal with, partly due to having already
won the title and partly due to being more
experienced. When vou win the title, you achieve
what you set out to achieve initially, and you're
more relaxed as a result.
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’—"L—IS is is the fastest

team-mate I've been up
against, but that excites me”

You seem to be very good at making the right
decisions in difficult circumstances...

The last few races haven't been difficult decisions
though, have they? The wet races this year aren’t
the only ones where I finished in front of Lewis.
Some races have been wet and I've done well in
them, but I've done well in dry ones as well. And
I don’t think of Hungary as a wet race. The start
was wet, but the end of the race was dry, so 1
don’t feel that my tyre choice won me the race.
A lot of people made the same choice as me.

But you make the right decision every time...
I just do what I think is right at the time.

You've made more overtaking manoeuvres than
anyone else this year. Have you got DRS to
thank for that?

We probably have the best DRS on the grid,
but most of the passing I've done this vear
hasn't been with DRS. If you use KERS to your
advantage and the tyres to your advantage, it's
a much more thrilling overtaking move. Mark
Webber's move on Alonso in Singapore wasn't
DRS:; it was a great move, and it's those moves
that we really enjoy.

Do you like DRS?

I don'’t like DRS, but we need it. Lewis wouldn’t
have been able to come back through the field in
Singapore without it and at places like Monaco
yvou definitely wouldn’t be able to overtake
without it. DRS has a place, but the point T want
to make is that a lot of the good mowves this vear
haven't come about through the DRS.

A lot of drivers came to your 200th GP
celebrations in Hungary...
But did they mean it?

Is that why you didn't turn up to Schumacher’s
20th anniversary party at Spa?

I had a prior engagement at that time. I was
going back to the hotel — and that was it! I

thought I'd try to get out of there early because
the traffic would be better as everyone was going
to be at Michael's party. Michael has achieved

a lot in his 20 years, but I had something else

I needed to do...

Do you rate Fernando Alonso?

I get on well with Fernando. He's a very fast
and intelligent driver. He's definitely a great
racer and probably one of the best ever. He's
quick and he’s calculated and 1 see that as a
positive, not a negative.

How good would you say you are?

I couldn’t say. Every driver would say he’s among
the best, but as a driver you're never going to
say in the media “I'm the best” because so much
negativity can come from a comment like that.
People would say vou're stuck up. But every
driver in Formula 1 has to believe that he's the
best driver in the world, otherwise what's the
point of being here? I'm happy with my level of
ability and I'm happy with how hard T work to
achieve my goals.

Do you respect every driver on the grid?

I respect every one of them. They all know

how to overtake because they've all got here

for a reason. They're all very talented in their
own different ways and most of the time, if
there's someone much quicker than you in your
mirrors, theyre going to overtake you, no matter
what you do.

How much does off-track happiness at races
affect your driving?

I like to have people around me at race weekends
to have fun with and to enjoy the whole
experience with. Formula 1 isn't just a job; you
don’t arrive on the Thursday, do the work and
then go home. You have private time over a race
weekend. This is part of your life and you've got
to spend it with the people vou really want to
spend time with.
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Who do you bring to races?

Jessy [Michibata, Button’s girlfriend] comes

to as many races as she can, as do a bunch

of friends. I spend a lot of time with Mikey
‘Muscles’ [Collier, Jenson’s physio]. We train
together, we have the same sense of humour and
we like the same things. The old man’s around as
well and I can’t really help that because he’s flesh
and blood. I didn’t choose him!

At that moment, ;..o

looks up and makes eye contact with his father.

John is sitting in the corner enjoying a glass

of wine, basking in his son’s status. It's easy

to forget John'’s input into Jenson's career: he

played an integral part in his karting success,

which laid the foundations for today’s fame.
The mechanics begin to drift back to the pit

garage to continue preparations for tomorrow’s

first practice session at Buddh. It's a new track

F1 Racing Eecemhe_r 2011

Button keeps a tight group of
friends and family around him
at race weekends, which often
includes girlfriend Jessica
Michibata (below) and father
John (left). This is in contrast
to Lewis, whose issues with
his father, Anthony, and on-
off relationship with Nicole
Scherzinger are believed by
some to have undermined

his performance

for everyone, so there’s more prep work to be
done than is normal for the engineers. Almost
on cue, Jenson's race engineer Dave Robson
appears in search of his driver.

‘Comedy Dave’, as Jenson affectionately
refers to him, greets Jenson with some setup
numbers that mean nothing to the uninitiated.
Jenson nods, taking his engineer’s advice
ungquestioningly. These two have grown together
after Jenson requested Dave be promoted from
data engineer in 2010 to race engineer in 2011.

Now it’s down to the whole team to grow with
Jenson. He's a leader off-track and a winner on
it, and there’s no reason why 2012 can’t be their
yvear. McLaren have closed the gap to Red Bull in
the late races of 2011 and rule stability over the
winter should close things up further.

To win races next year, drivers won't just be
able to rely on a car advantage. They'll need to
have speed and cunning: two things that Jenson
knows all about. Just ask Lewis. @

PHOTOS: LOREWZO BELLAMCASLAT



VUDAFUNE McLAREN MERCEDES

F1 RACING EXCLUSIVE!

Win one of five pieces of official Vodafone McLaren Mercedes memorabilia!

Five winners will receive a piece of McLaren history in the form of a genuine
spherical roller used on the Vodafone MclLaren Mercedes F1 cars. Displayed
on a transparent acrylic base with an identification plaque, this fantastic z
bearing has a retail value of £299. Five runners up will receive a team cap. ‘)

VOOAMOME Mol AREN MERCHINEY

For your chance to win one of these exclusive items, visit _@ﬁ_ .
www.mclarenshop.com/f1 before 31st December 2011.

Join the team now — 102 off memberships at www.mclarenshop.com

- .I- K -

For more opportunities to i
interact with Lewis, Jenson T
and the team, sign up to the
Vodafone McLaren Mercedes
membership programme
before 31st December 2011
and get 10% off your annual
subscription! Just enter code

F10OFFER at the checkout.

Adult membership benefits include:
_f" Exclusive members’ welcome pack | Voucher for our online shop PLUS up to
u 15% discount on all purchases* | Opportunity to apply for tickets for events -
“&O visit our headquarters, paddock tours, meet the drivers etc | Exclusive monthly

competitions | Access to our members’ forum to chat with other members.
*(certain exceptions apply)

For official Vodafone McLaren Mercedes merchandise and memorabilia visit www.mclarenshop.com
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I'T'S COME A LONG WAY IN 30 YEARS...

From basic, blocky graphics to ultra-realistic state-of-the-art
online racing, the past three decades have seen an incredible
improvement in F1 video games. We load up ten classics

WORDS JAMES ROBERTS PHOTO KURT KEINEATH
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Pole Position

On every summer holiday, you'd ask your

parents for a handful of change and head to
the corner of the arcade where Pole Position
was based. To your delight the upright
Namco coin-op cabinet was still there and,
better still, no one was playing it. '‘Prepare
to qualify’ would burble out of the machine
and you were instantly on a hot lap around
the snow-capped Mount Fuji, keeping it flat
on the first turn but slamming the gear shift
into ‘low’ for the next left-hander. Dangers
included puddles, oil slicks and - worst of all
- the barriers on the outside of the corner,
Hit one and you were an instant fireball.
Home versions appeared for the Atari 2600,
Commodore 64 and ZX Spectrum, while later
versions included Pole Position Il and Final
Lap - the latter allowing the linking of eight
cabinets so you could race against your
mates, F1 gaming was off to a great start,

1984

Formula One Simulator

The earliest game with a steering wheel and
pedals was the 1974 Atari arcade game
Gran Trak 10, in which a dot was piloted
around a course from overhead. By the mid-
‘B0s home computers were offering similarly
basic racing, and Formula One Simuldtor was
akin to playing a game on teletext. Blocky,
slow and unresponsive, after waiting ten
minutes for it to load up from a cassette, it
was frustrating when you could barely get
around the first corner. It was pricey too -
£8.95 was a lot of money in 1984, Developed
by Mastertronic for the ZX Spectrum, Formula
One Simulator
offered up a
choice of ten
circuits - each
featuring an
identical wide
grey track.

MASTERTROMIC, 19684

66 F1 Racing August 2010

MNAMCO, 1582

1990
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After games moved from the arcades

into the home, the next step was to play
them in the car, on the school bus or under
yvour duvet. The Nintendo Game Boy took
gaming to a whole new level as one of the
first portable devices to use cartridges for
instant loading. F1 Race was similar to Pole
Position, but the advantage this time was
a circuit map indicator that displayed your
position around the lap. The game was an
early inspiration for the future Mario Kart
games as after each victory you would be
cheered on by a Nintendo character such
as Mario or Luigi. The other great feature
of F1 Race was that you could link two
Game Boys together to play head-to-head
- or even use a four-player adapter. Now
you could
race against
yvour friends

g in real time,
5 without the
I% need for a

2 split screen.
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Five years after Formula One Simulator there
was a step up to Continental Circus, for

the 128K ZX Spectrum (rumour has it that the :

game would have been called 'Continental
Circuit’ but for a translation error). As
hardware improved, so did the visuals - note
the little cross on the hillside as you race
around Rio and the grid girl in the swimsuit
who holds a five-second board in front of
your car just before the start of the race.
Gameplay was more involved, too: now if you
hit another car your race wasn't completely
over, but you had to return your flaming
wreck to the pits where some mechanics
doused the flames. All very nice = but did

we mention it was mostly black and white?

FEYGRNOSIS, 1596

MICROFROSE, 1992
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Formula 1 Grand Prix

Computer programmer Geoff Crammond

originally developed an F3 simulator game
for the BBC Micro called REVS, which was
unique in offering changeable wing settings
and differing levels of Artificial Intelligence
(Al) for the other competitors — Max Throttle
was always at the front and there was a
backmarker known as Miles Behind. The
seminal Formula 1 Grand Prix was released
in 1992 for the Commodore Amiga, featuring :
3D graphics, all the tracks, teams and drivers
from the 1991 season and full-distance :
races. By now, you could load games from a
floppy disk and save your progress. Tracks
were accurately modelled, driver aids were
available (including traction control) and
there was now enough memory to show :
instant replays from a TV outside the cockpit :
view. Crammond’s sequels ended with the
rmemorable Grand Prix 4 for the PC in 2001.

1996

Formula 1 96

As home computers gave way to consoles,
so floppy disks were replaced by CDs and
waiting for games to load became a thing
of the past. In the old days. controls used
to be keys (usually "O" and P’ for left and
right and 'A" and "Z’ for throttle and brake,
but now there were joysticks - move down
to brake, push forward to accelerate, And
with the emergence of the PlayStation 1
came the bespoke steering wheel and
pedals. The newest-generation consoles
meant graphics had improved massively:
the frame rate was faster and gameplay
more realistic,
Suddenly,

it was

the arcade
machines that
were starting
to look dated.



2001-2004 2005

rFactor

Formula 1 .
Sony's PlayStation 2 became the home
console of choice in the early 2000s and
every year a new F1 game was released.
Early on, EA Sports and Sony released games
until an official deal was established with the
Sony team at Studio Liverpool. Formula 1
featured animated podium ceremonies,
proper pitstops, in-game commentary from
Martin Brundle and Murray Walker and force
feedback through the steering wheel. It was
also much more involved and included a
career mode where you could work through

a five-year target from the back to the front

IMAGE SPACE, 2005

While the PS2 F1 games were fun and looked spectacular,
some gamers criticised their lack of realistic handling and
cited rFactor as the best simulator game of all time. It

was based on F1 Challenge, and the arrival of the internet
meant that enthusiasts could now develop their own
versions of circuits and cars from any F1 era to share with
other players. If you'd ever wanted to drive a 2005 Renault
R26 F1 car around the old Monza banking, now you could.
The Al could be adjusted, as could the
time of day, and the engineering in the
car had reached a level never seen
before with impressive tyre modelling
and complex aerodynamics, No other

" : :I "l.-.'-.'!&".. L, : - a
e “:"" o game had managed to attain this level

of detail or such realism - the only

: of the grid and unlock legendary cars from
s tirne trials. Dynamic weather effects were
mtn:u:lu::ed with heavy rain making handling drawback was that it was all a bit

‘unofficial’. Even so, a benchmark for

-and visibility harder to deal with, plus

damage wasn't : ""'____T: \Eﬁn b it/
automatically : - L L

simulator gaming had been set, and
it can now be experienced in places

SONY COMPUTER EMTERTAIMMENT, 200 l

game-ending: such as the Race Centre in Hampshire,

it could be - Remember the ear-splitting screechof aZX  : where eight pods have been fitted

cosmetic - . cassette loading? Ah, those were the days...  : with steering wheels and pedals and

enabling you the action is displayed on big screens
i to keep racing. Eak — ‘| using overhead projectors. ___

2 0 1.
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1998

Grand Prix Legends

Codemasters took over the licence to
produce the official F1 game for 2009
and developed their first version for
the Nintendo Wii, with P53 and Xbox
versions following. Their latest, F1 2011,
has just been released and is a huge
step ahead of its predecessor in looks,
presentation, gameplay and handling.

e R e ey A

F1 has changed a lot over the past 20
years and that's been reflected in the
level of detail in the games: now you
have to manage tyre wear, KERS usage
and fuel mapping and wait for the DRS

As PCs became more sophisticated, the

. level of detail increased and Grand Prix
............. . Legends was widely felt to be one of the
best simulators of its time. The game was
based on the 1967 Formula 1 season and to kick in when you're a second behind a
featured some of the best-looking cars rival. There's even a Safety Car. Best of
(including the Lotus 49 and the Ferrari 312)

racing on some of the greatest tracks in the

all, you can go online and race up to ten
of your friends over a full-length race
distance. From the very early, blocky,
unplayable Spectrum efforts to the
slick presentation of online, multi-play,

world - the Nurburgring Nordschleife, Rouen
and Mosport being just three. The handling

was ultra-sensitive, but the ability to tweak
the setup to establish the right ride height immersive racing, F1 video games have

and cambers, along with the joy of controlling become almost as advanced as

CODEMASTERS, 2011

four-wheel drifting '60s GP cars, meant that

e ﬂ.’l ;;ﬁ_‘ J the sport itself. F1 il

the game quickly established a cult following e [
among F1 sim aficionados. '

Sleek, ultra-realistic graphics - with F1 2011
you could almost be watching the real thing
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happler than
when the car |s
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It S a quote that pérfetﬂy SUMS up Tom Pryce, a Welshman who could
nix it with Fittipaldi, Peterson and Scheckter in the “70s. Nearly 35 years
after Pryce's death Dawd Tremayne remembers a truly gifted racer

PHOTOS: LAT ARCHIVE
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WhEI'I it CaME@ o sensational car

control, four men stood out in the 1970s: Jochen

Rindt, Ronnie Peterson, Gilles Villeneuve — and
Tom Pryce. Alan Rees raced alongside Jochen

at Winkelmann Racing, ran Ronnie at March
and Tom at Shadow. He had little doubt that the
quiet Welshman, so often forgotten among the
names of the greats, had what it took to match
their achievemnents. But Tom'’s sideways style
was at odds with the era of slicks and wings, and
drove Reesie to distraction.

He still remembers Dijon in 1974, where
Tom made a sensational second appearance for
Shadow by planting his DN3 third on the grid for
the French GP after being fastest on the Friday.
“Tom was new, so perhaps got a freer hand to
drive the way he liked. He put on a tremendous
display in practice but couldn’t keep any tyres
on his car, and that’s not the way to go grand
prix racing. If he could have modified his style
without compromising it, just not been quite so
sideways, he would have been quicker still.”

Rees noted early on that Tom had done a lot of
good things and could be compared with Ronnie,
who was in his sixth season. He was a simple,
straightforward soul who just wanted to race and
avoild the bullshit. Tom's late father, Jack, who
always called him by his second Christian name,
Maldwyn, remembered an occasion when Tom
was sleeping in the Shadow truck and a woman

'Fﬂ." '
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“She asked if she could speak
with Tom Pryce. Mald told her that he wasn’t

poked her head in.

around... It wasn’t nastiness, he would just
rather avoid all the fuss of fame.”

Tom was an inherently shy boy from Ruthin
in North Wales. Like Jimmy Clark, he had a
fundamental grace and gentleness, but put him
in a race car and he became a tiger. In 1970 he
won a Daily Express competition and the prize
was a Formula Ford Lola T200 — a tricky car. He
bent it a lot, but graduated to F3 after winning
the F100 two-seater sportscar championship for
Royale. Bob King put him in his sleek RP11, and
Tom sensationally won the F3 race supporting

A shy and private

person, Pryce let his
talent do the talking

-
Pryce’s breakthrough
came with his 1975 3
Race of Champions win J
3

His star shone brighter
after a spell leading
the 1975 British GP

the 1972 Race of Champions. He went on to win
in Formula Atlantic and to impress in Formula 2
with Ron Dennis’s Rondel team. But it was
victory at the 1974 Monaco F3 race in Tony
Vlassopulos's Ippokampos March that launched
him far beyond the shipping magnate’s little
Token (in which he had just made his F1 debut)
and into the Shadow. Then, in March 1975,
three years after that initial success, he won the
Race of Champions itself, becoming the only
Welshman ever to win an F1 race.

Tom’s true talent shone through as he beat
drivers of the calibre of Jacky Ickx, Ronnie
Peterson, John Watson, Mark Donohue and




reigning world champion Emerson Fittipaldi in
the non-championship event at Brands Hatch.
He took pole position ahead of Jody Scheckter
— who had just won the South African GP for
Tyrrell — fluffed the start, then

hunted down the South African

with a blistering series of laps

and swept ahead when the

Tyrrell's engine broke.

“Tom was possessed of a

very natural and huge talent,”

Watson says. “I first spotted

him at Brands Hatch, when he

was racing in Formula Atlantic.

Mike Earle and I were watching and Tom's
ability stood out by a country mile. The guy
had huge amounts of natural ability.”

Two months later, at Monaco, only Niki
Lauda’s Ferrari 312T was ahead of him on the
grid, and he was outstanding as he threw the
black Shadow DN5 around like an F3 car. After
another poor start he moved up to chase Lauda
and Peterson, revelling in broad powerslides on
the wet surface until his inexperience caught him
out, but his performance once again confirmed
his world class.

“I really love throwing the car about. I'm
never happier than when it’s nicely sideways
and I've got plenty of opposite lock on,” Tom
told F1 Racing columnist Alan Henry at the time.

“I feel really exhilarated, but Alan [Rees] keeps
on telling me that I must drive smoothly. T feel
so frustrated, but although it feels so slow I find
myself recording faster times.”
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At the British Grand Prix at Silverstone, Pryce

exploited his newfound smoothness to become
the only Welshman ever to take a grand prix
pole position. And he moved into the lead at the
end of the 19th lap and stayed there on the 20th,
too. But the race was ruined by the capricious
British weather and ironically, given his fabulous
wet-weather skills, he was the first to encounter
a pool of rainwater at Becketts on the 21st and
slithered into the catch fencing.

“Actually,” he told Alan Henry later, “leading
the race wasn't difficult. I could see Niki behind
me and could also see that Jody was pressing the
Ferrari. I was driving pretty quickly, but I'd got
a little in hand.” It was a sad end to a wonderful
drive — the only time a Welshman had ever led

a world championship grand prix — but many
bigger names also crashed on that occasion.

He followed up with a ballsy drive at the
Niirburgring — where only Carlos Reutemann

was ahead of him — when
he was forced to drop back to
fourth while suffering severe
discomfort from leaking
fuel. “That was typical Tom,”
mechanic Trevor Foster
recalled. “His skin was burnt
and blistered. But he just
wouldn't let anvbody down.”
Tom made no fuss, and his
courage earned him the Prix Rouge et Blanc
Jo Siffert award for grit and determination. In
Austria, in the rain, he was catching eventual
winner Vittorio Brambilla and a misfiring James
Hunt when the race was stopped, thus securing
the first F1 podium finish for a Welshman.

At the end of the year, Shadow’s sponsor UOP
was taken over. The first casualty was their F1
programme and for the rest of his career Tom
would find himself in a poorly funded team
as compared to one whose budget had been
second only to Ferrari’s. He struggled in 1976,
with best results of third in Brazil and fourth in
Holland and Great Britain in the new DNS8. But
his prospects improved early on in 1977. He was
running second in Brazil when the engine failed,

Despite warnings, Pryce

was unable to resist

throwing his car around
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then took an updated DN8 to Kyalami for the
South African GP. Shadow were euphoric when
he dominated practice on Wednesday, destroying
everybody else with his skill and prompting
Brabham mechanic Herbie Blash to comment:

“I reckon Tom is as good as James Hunt.”

In the dry, Tom qualified 15th. He made
another bad start and charged through from
22nd to 13th — setting what would be the fifth
fastest lap, until Hans Stuck’s March was in his
sights. On the 21st lap, his team-mate Renzo
Zorzi stopped opposite the pits, just over the
brow before the bridge spanning the main
straight. As Zorzi climbed out, smoke rose from
the hot engine and he struggled to disconnect his
air-line. Two eager volunteer marshals decided
the emergency required action — and ran across
the track. One was a 25-year-old panel beater
only ever identified as Bill. The other was a
19-vear-old ticket sales clerk from Jan Smuts
Airport called Jansen van Vuuren.

Bill just made it. Van Vuuren, carrying his
401b fire extinguisher, did not. Approaching the
brow that concealed them, the Shadow was right
in Stuck’s slipstream, ready to overtake before
Crowthorne Corner at the end of the straight.

Stuck sensed rather than saw van Vuuren and
somehow jinked round him. Tom was on the left-
hand side of the track, so close behind the March
that his view of van Vuuren was completely
obscured. He missed Bill by millimetres, but had
absolutely no chance of avoiding van Vuuren.

He struck him head-on at 170mph and as the
marshal was tossed into the air like a rag doll,
his fire extinguisher hit Tom full in the face.

In the cockpit of the Shadow poor Tom was
already far beyond help, but his foot was still
jammed on the throttle. Chillingly, the now
driverless car continued down the main straight
at unabated speed until it collided with Jacques
Laffite’s Ligier, then hit the bank at Crowthorne.

“I was very lucky,” Stuck recalled. “I just
reacted on pure instinct. I made a big move to

“ WELSH F1 DRIVERS All in all, there haven't been many

Jack Lewis Ananes A T i ]
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Lewis drove an F1 Cooper- ;
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Climax entered by his RS Seiets ',:L.f‘;‘ 1_1
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father's H&L Motors in — .
1961. Coming fourth at
Monza, he attracted BRM

works support for 1962 for

his new Ecurie Galloise, but
mid-season he decided
to quit racing, marry and
retire to the family farm
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Alan Rees

Newport-born Rees
moved up to F2 with Roy A%

Winkelmann in 1964, where “ER U1L 33

he was driver, manager and &
team-mate to Jochen Rindt,
His sole F1 outing was at
Silverstone in 1867, in a
Cooper. He went on to run
F1 teams such as Shadow
and March and was a
co-founder of Arrows.

the right, and missed the guy by this much.”
He indicated a tiny gap between forefinger and
thumb. “T saw the state of Tom’s cockpit... I knew
he was already dead. That was one of the saddest
moments of my life.”

“Tom was a really nice guy who loved racing,”
said Laffite. “I'm sure he would have become a
very big driver. He was clever; a natural talent.”
A tragic victory fell to Lauda, his first since his
fiery accident the previous season. “T had no idea
Tom had been killed,” he remembered. “1 was
feeling really pleased with myself, with what I'd
done. It wasn't until I got on to the podinm that
they told me... Tom was an upcoming star and
I respected him. There was no joy after that.”

David Richards, a close friend who had done
the 1976 Tour of Epynt with Tom in a Lancia
Stratos, left a party in Kuwait with his wife Karen
when they heard the news. He would keep in
touch with Jack Pryce long after Tom'’s death,
and was instrumental in having a memeorial
erected to Ruthin’s famous son in 2009.

“My lasting recollection of Tom is someone
of extraordinary talent who had been totally
unaffected by the situation he found himself
in,” he says. “True to his roots in Wales and very
appreciative of all the support he had from his
many fans. What a contrast to today’s F1 driver.”

Tom’s mother, Gwyneth Pryce, learned the
news from a colleague. Jack found out in the
cruellest way. “I turned on the television, to see
if they had a bit of news from Kyalami...”

Jack did not live to see the memorial in
Ruthin’s Clwyd Street, but Gwyneth was there
shortly before she succumbed to cancer. It was
unveiled on what would have been Tom’s 60th
birthday, by Richards and Tom’s widow Nella.

The bronze relief set in granite has a simple
Welsh inscription: “Fe gurodd y goreuon heb
gefna ar et gynefin.”

‘He beat the best without ever turning his back
on his roots.’

Nothing more needed to be said. @

Shane Summers

Summers came from

Rossett and raced in non-
championship F1 events
with a Cooperin 1961, After
some inconclusive outings,
he finished fourth in the
London Trophy at Crystal

Palace, but crashed fatally
at Brands Hatch while
practicing for the Silver City
Trophy. He was just 24,
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Happy O minute,

Willlams rookie Pastor Maldonado is Mr Nice Guy off the track; on it, he's often seen

WORDS HANS SEEBERG PORTRAITS LORENZO BELLANCA/LAT
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as Mr Erratic. Can he take the best of both traits to forge a long careerin F17
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ometimes it canbe

rather hard to stand out in Formula 1, even if
you're its only brace-wearing Venezuelan. So if
yvou're unfamiliar with the Pastor Maldonado
story so far, here’s a recap:

In 2009, he was thrashed by team-mate Nico
Hilkenberg in GP2. In 2010, he won six races in
a row en route to the title. In 2011, he cheerily
turned up at the Williams factory with a massive
lorryload of cash (reportedly securing everyone’s
salary for the next five years if rumours are to be
believed), and embarked on an F1 career that’s
shown him be the equal of team-mate Rubens
Barrichello. Brilliant drives in classic venues
Monaco and Spa — both involving controversy
with Lewis Hamilton — have been offset by
forgettable performances elsewhere, although
thankfully without the sort of flashes of madness
that saw him receive a nine-race ban in the 2005
World Series by Renault, when he failed to take
heed of vellow flags at Monaco, hitting a marshal
and breaking the man’s back in the process.
Unpredictable results, struggling to prove vour
talent, multiple incidents involving Lewis: Pastor
must feel like Felipe Massa sometimes.

Still, it takes a lot more than that to knock this
cheery rookie off his stride. Out of the car he is
smiley, helpful and polite to the point where if
he didn’t have a burning desire to be F1 world
champion, it would be no surprise to find him
spending his Sunday afternoons helping old
ladies across the road and rescuing kittens from
trees. But like all drivers, that burning desire

trumps everything else. And just like evervone,
from Nico Rosberg to Timo Glock, Pastor
Maldonado is convinced that being F1 world
champion is his destiny,

“For sure I believe it,” he says without
blinking. “I'm not really focused on that at the
moment, but it’s something I definitely want. In
the past I've won every category I've raced in, so
this is one more. It's my mission.” It's always an
interesting psychological point for drivers
because with 24 of them on the grid, most of
them will never realise this ambition — and with
Vettel and Red Bull around, even Alonso and
Hamilton are struggling to add to their haul. So
would an F1 career without a world title be a
waste of time? "To be honest I never think about
it,” replies Pastor. “T just think about winning.
It's my character, I suppose. Just try and try and
try. It's going to be difficult, I know that, but I
have confidence in my talent.”

And talent there definitely is. Maldonado's
debut season has been punctuated by two stand-
out performances at Monaco and Spa, hardly
bad places to demonstrate vour ability. The
former saw him qualify eighth on the grid and
drive a blinding race — certainly better than the

depressingly average
Williams FW33 deserved.
(Get Pastor talking about this
and vou can barely stop him:

“Before Monaco 1 was
thinking, ‘"Hmmm, the car is
not so good, this is gonna be
difficult — but we have a
chance.” I didn’t feel under
pressure but I just thought it
was a good opportunity to...
explore my talent, you know?
You dream about driving an
F1 car in Monaco, and all
through the weekend I'd
been quick; I'd enjoved every
single lap there — even the
installation laps! I'd got into
()3 again and was eighth,

and I even got up to fifth at one point in the
race. I was behind Webber and he couldn’t get
rid of me. To be racing a Red Bull — what an
experience! All my lap times were so consistent
and with five laps to go I was in sixth...”

Ah yes, and then it happened: Pastor became
a casualty of the 2011-spec Lewis Hamilton
(shortly before Lewis decided it would be much

| just think about winning.

Just try and try and try.
It's going to be difficult,
| know that, but | have

confidence in my talent”

more fun if he collided with Felipe Massa at
every available opportunity thereafter). It
knocked the stuffing out of him. “T was just
completely disappointed,” says Pastor quietly.
“I mean, I was a few laps from my first race
scoring points. It was... frustrating. I accept
it’s part of racing and anything can happen...”
Come on, Pastor. If vou didn’t have
sponsors to upset, surely it would've been
tempting to march straight down to McLaren
and given Lewis a fist-related talking-to? You
must have been furious. “Well, it was like that
in the heat of the moment,” he shrugs. “I was
so angry. It was worse because there were only
five laps left. But after half an hour T thought,
‘There are still lots of races to go. Move on.”™
Nevertheless, Pastor had announced that
there was something about him other than
money — perhaps surprising given that it was
at a venue considered to be one of F1's
toughest challenges. “I do love Monaco,” he
admits. “It’s one of those circuits where you
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can do something more than just drive the car.
The design of the track is pretty much how it
was in 1950. A lot of new circuits are the same...
I prefer old tracks. I think the drver can make
more of a difference on the old circuits.”

nother old
track saw him make a difference again — only

this time, at Spa, he had the bonus of scoring his
first F1 point. But it wasn’t without controversy,
and Lewis was involved again; this time, though,
it appeared that Pastor deliberately barged the
2008 champion during Q2. The stewards agreed
and handed him a five-place grid penalty.

“T accepted it because I definitely made a
mistake,” he says diplomatically, before the
mask slips. “The thing is, I think that Lewis
made a mistake as well, and he got nothing and 1
got a five-place grid penalty. It's a bit frustrating
when vou're fighting with a driver and you both
make a mistake, but only one of you gets
penalised. Like I say, I accepted my mistake and
the penalty, and I just thought, ‘Tomorrow’s
another day, let’s see what I can do in the race’

Despite that first point — one of only five
Williams had scored up until Abu Dhabi — the
incident with Lewis overshadowed the result.
Did he see Lewis afterwards? Pastor gives a wry
smile and a flash of those braces. “Well, he came
to see me. I've known him well for a few years;
we're friends. But when you have problems on
the track it's just a part of our lives, vou know? 1
think it was a mistake from both sides... We just
agreed to respect each other, that's it. We're all
just tryving to do the best for our teams, and even
if he’s Lewis Hamilton and I'm a rookie, 1 still
need to fight for my team and for myself.”

It has, of course, been an ‘interesting’ season
for Lewis, and it’s well known that certain other
drivers have got it in for him; vou would not be
surprised to discover that Felipe Massa had
personally written to Santa asking for a special
Lewis Hamilton dartboard for Christmas. So

thank heavens Lewis has an ally in Pastor. What
has he made of the McLaren driver this year?
“Well, anything can happen in F1, and when
vou make a mistake it’s big news,” he states.
“But Lewis has been quite aggressive this year
for sure... maybe he’s lost a bit of concentration

during the races. He's made a lot of errors and
it’s disappointing, because he’s an incredible
talent and he’s one of my favourite drivers in
terms of style and approach. Maybe he needs to
back off a bit and just start again.” Well, they do
say that being able to tell it straight is an
important part of friendship.

At 26, Pastor accepts that criticism comes
with the territory, and it's something he’s been
putting up with ever since he got the Williams
drive — thanks, people say, to the money he
brings from Venezuela's state-owned oil
company, PDVSA. “T don’t really care what
people say about me, because I believe in my

But after half an hour
| just thought, 'Oh well,
there are still lots of

races to go. Move on™

talent,” he says defiantly, like a man who's heard
all this a thousand times before. “I've won in
every category I've raced in so far in my career,
you know? I'm a fighter.”

It’s a fighting spirit that’s seen him give
a good account of himself against Barrichello.
Although Rubens had outqualified him 9-8
with two races to go, three of Pastor’s Saturday
efforts had seen him get into Q3 — a feat Rubens
had vet to achieve pre-Abu Dhabi. “Like I said,”
Pastor confirms, “I'm a fighter.”

Will that fighting spirit be enough to help him
realise his dream? Who knows. There's certainly
talent there... and then, just as this feature is
being written in the Korean GP press room,
erratic Pastor returns as he gets a drive-through
penalty for missing the bollard into the pitlane.

“Sometimes you take risks when you're trying to
win,” he’d said the day before. “That’s my style
as a driver. I know a lot of people have said
things about me... not quite that I'm crazy, but
that I've made a lot of mistakes in my career.
But all I've ever tried to do is be P1. That's it.”

Being P1? Braces or not, that’ll really make
Pastor Maldonado stand out. @
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THE
MAURICE

' HAMILTON
' INTERVIEW

A lunch time chat with
the legends of F1,

every month

“Ayrton anc

walked to the wall
At lamburello: we
discussed now we

Could move It at the
oxact place ne aied.
NNk about It a lot

Looking back over a long career in F1, Gerhard Berger
talks about his close friendship with Ayrton, the raw talent
of Sebastian Vettel... and the uselessness of Scott Speed

ALASTAIR STALEY/LAT

hen | mentioned the idea of lunch Maurice Hamilton: Good to see vou. I thought this

and a chat, Gerhard Berger was full might be called off when I heard about the big shunt

of enthusiasm: “I'll be in touch when vou'd had at Goodwood in the Cobra Davtona.

I'm next in London,” he told me. A Gerhard Berger: | just lost it, braking at the end of
couple of months went by, but he hadn’t forgotten. the back straight. I'd been driving the Jaguar E-type
He came over to race in the Goodwood Revival, which [which he shared with Adrian Newey] and I'd had a
provided us with a nice opportunity for lunch in good lap, so I tried to do the same with the Cobra -
London’s Soho Hotel on the following Monday. The but it doesn’t brake like the Jaguar. The rear axle is
only problem would be deciding what to leave out quite tricky; it doesn’t take to weight transfer as well
when rewinding through a career spanning 210 races, as the Jaguar. 1 lost it, put two wheels on the grass and
five teams (including Ferrari and McLaren), ten wins couldn’t bring it back. It was head-on into the wall.
— and a lot of laughs in between... MH: But you're okay?
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GB: I'm okay, but the car was a bit hurt. I have
no problem with accidents: that’s racing. 1

was just disappointed for the team because
everybody puts a lot of love into the car and

vou don't like to destroy it.

MH: You haven't had that many accidents, have
vou? There was the big one at Imola in 1989, but
what I'm trying to say is that you had a pretty
spectacular style of driving, particularly in the
early days, and you got away with it,

GB: My attitude changed a lot after that accident
with the Ferrari at Tamburello. After that, I
would say I never could do what I did before.

It slowed me down a bait.

MH: Can’t say I ever noticed yvou being slow...
GB: | was never able to take the kind of risk

that had been okay before. If T go back to when

I was with Arrows in 1985, Benetton in '86 and
then with Ferrari for the first time, everything

1 did was on the limit. It had to be, otherwise

I'd have been bored. I was always looking for

“After that

Tamburello,
do whnat | dig betore.
T slowed me down”
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an extra kick. I remember at Hockenheim, the
long straights on the old circuit where you were
doing over 200mph. The track was narrow and
in traffic you either lifted off or, to overtake, I
found putting two wheels on the grass worked
fine. I'd be flat-out, just steering it and the car
would come back in. That was the kick.

MH: I'll take vour word for that...

GB: I remember on one occasion — I think it was
Tambay and Cheever who were ahead of me — 1
thought: ‘let’s try all four wheels.” I was mayhe
going at just over 200mph and I start to pass
them on the grass — but it didn’t work and 1
started spinning between these two cars. I didn't
touch anvbody, but they came to me afterwards
and went mad. But I felt great!

The thing was, after Imola in "89 I thought:
‘Wait a moment; if it was 200mph and you
kissed the wall, you could be dead. So, forget all
this bullshit. You want to kill yvourself? Then it's
just a question of time.” That’s when I realised

accigent at
| CoulC

evel

how much it hurts going into a wall. Okay, I
would still drive at a risky level when I had to,
but I stopped all the nonsense.

MH: Imola 1989 was the first race I did as a
summariser, working with Simon Taylor for
BBC radio. So I was really nervous and then,
bang! You've gone into the wall and yvour Ferran
catches fire. I'm thinking: "What the hell am

I going to say now?’ Because there was no
movement, no sign of you emerging from the
flames. And it was a big fire. You had to be dead.
GB: Yeah, from the outside it looked like there
was no way someone could get out of there.

MH: The fuel tank was sort of U-shaped, coming
from behind the driver and alongside. You only
had burns on your hands and minor injuries
compared to what could have happened. Yet,
saying that, it made you aware of the danger of
having the wall there and you later went to look
at it with Ayrton. I think yvou have regrets about
what happened — or didn’t happen — after that.




GB: Yes, that was a sad story. A really sad story. a chicane, we were just thinking how we could Ferrari was so heavy to steer and he had so

I remember Ayrton called me in hospital at the move the wall. We talked about it at the exact much power in his arms. I was complaining

time and asked how I was. I said: “I'm okay but,  place where Ayrton died. I think about this a lot.  about the steering and he kept saying it was not
Ayrton, I think if you have a technical problem MH: You were clearly very close to Ayrton, even a problem. Of course it wasn’t for him because
at this corner, you're in the shit. The wall is though he was obviously very quick and gave he had so much power in his arms and he had
much too close.” We agreed that the next time vou a hard time on the track. the advantage. But I never faced anvbody that
we were at Imola, we would take a look to see GB: In my career, I faced a number of good worried me from the point of view of speed.
how we could move this wall. drivers like Michele Alboreto, Nigel Mansell and I went to McLaren in 1990 and thought:

We had a test there and Ayrton and T walked Thierry Boutsen. I never really had a problem "Ayrton’s just another driver; no problem.” At
to Tamburello. We looked at the wall and said: with the speed, you know; not even with the race in Phoenix, I was quicker and started
“Look, we cannot remove the wall because there  Mansell. Okay, my heavy accident put me back from pole. So I thought: ‘Okay, another one, no
is the river behind it.” Instead of looking at but, until then, I was always there in qualifving. problem.’ In the race, I was ahead of him but
the bigger picture and thinking about adding With Nigel, the race was different because the after nine laps I hit the brake too hard, my foot

caught the throttle and I hit the barrier. Ayrton
went home and thought about it.

MH: And he was quicker from then on. What in
Berger at Monaco particular did he do to beat you?
in "89 (left), hands GB: Ayrton played the game in a perfect
bandaged from his fiery way. I began to realise he was so much more
Imola crash. He wouldn’t experienced than me. I had started racing very

finish another race until late but he had been karting and doing all these
Monza, five months

things as a kid. He was able to understand
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' - e later (below) details quicker than me. He had seen it all
.. | i before, whereas I still was in a learning period
*I. A :f’“ HRE. TR even though we were the same age. I could see
-

from the telemetry that my disadvantage

was not the speed; 1 was losing out

to him because of all things he
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could put together.

F1 Racing December 2011 83



.~ THE
»  MAURICE

HAMILTON

INTERVIEW

MH: Are we talking politics here?

GB: Evervthing: setting up the car, politics,
concentration, physical condition. As a package,
he was always ahead. But I had no reason to
complain to him or to the team. I had to do my
homework. 1 learned about discipline and the
capacity for concentration he had — the attention
to detail that made him the way he was. Of
course, he had unbelievable natural speed. But
then I think we all did. The difference was he
could put it all together. He would get 98 per
cent of everything just right.

MH: I know vou've been asked this question
before, but vou helped him to relax, didn’t you?
He'd never thought about that before — certainly
not in relation to going motor racing. How did
that work?

GB: He enjoyed my way of life and he took
something from it. But at the end of the day, he
just plaved a game because day and night he was
thinking about how he could fuck vour racing.
MH: So he applied everything to that as well?
GB: Look, I really liked him a lot. But Ayrton
was extremely selfish. He'd be a bastard - but

in a sympathetic way. That’s how it should be.
You're not going to be world champion and win
races by being the nice guy. But people did not
criticise him. They did not realise it because
he’d been such a nice guy at the same time. Very
clever. He was the same as Michael Schumacher
in this sense, but he did it in a much better way.
MH: But is it true you did a lot of crazy things
that he didn’t expect — such as throwing his
briefcase from a helicopter?

GB: Yeah, it’s true. Flyving into Monza, I just
opened the door of the helicopter and threw the
briefcase out, hoping it would fall into the trees
at Lesmo. But I missed it by just a moment and

it fell where there were some marshals, so he
got it back in the end.

MH: | still can’t believe yvou did that. What's the
story about throwing away his car keys when you
were both driving through the middle of Milan?
GB: Ha! Ayrton was driving. We were in terrible
traffic and people realised it was us. Suddenly
there were hundreds of people around us. The
light went green and I reached over, took the
key out and threw it out of the window. Ayrton
was underneath the car looking for the key
and people were surrounding him and dancing
around him. So then there was a big, big traffic
jam and the police arrived. They were going
mad. Then they saw it was Ayrton and started
helping him to find the key. There was a big guy
in a uniform looking everywhere on the ground.
We had a lot of fun together and I really liked
being with him. He was a great team-mate. The
only problem was, he was too fast...
MH: When Ayrton died in 1994, you were a
pallbearer at the funeral. I've only seen the
pictures and film clips, but it looked like a highly
charged occasion. I understand that when you
went back to Brazil for the first race of 1995,
vou went up to the grave at six o’clock in the
morning and had a quiet moment of reflection.
GB: I did. I'm not someone who goes to
church all the time but I was taught that when
somebody dies, vou should take a certain
approach to it. For example, whenever I am
in Austria, I go to the grave of my parents and
make sure there are fresh flowers and place a
candle there. It's my way to do this and I do it
best when I am alone. I can use the time to think
a little bit and remember. When yvou're younger,
vou don’t think about these things. But I'm
coming to the age when I see things differently.
Now, for me, it’s a very nice place to be for a
moment because 1t calms me down in a big way.
MH: The thing that surprised me about Ayrton’s
grave is how simple it is. Because of who he was,
I expected there to be something elaborate, vet
there’s just a little plaque in the ground. There
are no tombstones anywhere in the cemetery.
It's like a park; very peaceful, really beautiful.
Ihd you feel that?
GB: | agree. Absolutely. It's very interesting,
the way they do this in Brazil.
MH: When yvou look back on your Formula 1
career, yvou've had a lot of team-mates. Was
Ayrton the best vou had — and I'm talking
overall, not just as a driver?
GB: As | said, I liked Ayrton a lot but my
favourite team-mate was Jean Alesi. Jean is
such a lovely person; he has such a big heart.
He's outstanding.
MH: Ah, I was going to ask yvou about Jean
because I had a wonderful lunch with him in
Avignon recently. What a character.
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GB: Yeah, he's an interesting combination

because he can seem very naive but, at the same
time, he’s very switched on. When yvou think
vou can use his naivety, vou get caught out. And
when you think he’s being very switched on, you
think: ‘Shit! What were you thinking, Jean?’ He
is so unpredictable.

MH: He told me about vou catching him out
during testing at Silverstone by coming in,
saying the track was dry when it was really wet
out the back.

GB: That was typical Jean. He never warmed

up anything. His quickest lap was usually the
first lap of the day. It was unbelievable; I don't
know how he did it. So I knew what would
happen when he went straight out on slicks. We
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waited to hear the big spin! IDid he tell you about
Estoril, because that was even better?

MH: Funnily enough, no.

GB: It was the Portuguese Grand Prix and we
were driving our balls off in second and third
places. He was just ahead of me and I couldn’t
go any quicker. I had to somehow think of a way
to get by him. I radiced the Ferrar pit and told
Jean Todt that I could go a second quicker but

I couldn’t pass Alesi and they had to tell him to
let me through. So one lap later, going down the
straight, I can see that Jean’s head is shaking
from side to side! I know they're telling him to
let me through and he's going mad. He was so
pissed off, he slowed down to show everyone
that it was a team order.
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Berger and i % Hg W
Senna battle at | T
Imola in 1990 (above).
The Austrian was
team-mate to
both Senna and
Mansell (left)

I didn’t say anything and, a couple of races
later, I did exactly the same thing. Again, he
was so pissed off. After the race he said to me:
“These bastards in the team: they always help
vou.” Then he looked at me for a moment and

said: “You didn’t ask them — did vou?” I replied:

“Of course I did!” He went mad — it was so
funny. But what a super guy. And he’s got such

a nice family. Jean is still one of my best friends.

MH: Talking about family, tell me what
happened to the Berger haulage business.

Do you still run it?

GB: Yes. I have the logistic business; it's now a
50 per cent partnership with Red Bull. I have

a trailer production company and I have a truck
service station as well.

r'- ard

MH: How do you spend your time these days?
GB: Roughly 25 per cent of my time is spent on
business. Twenty-five per cent 1 spend wheeling
and dealing, like I always have done. The other
50 per cent is spent taking care of myself and
having fun: motor bikes, helicopters, skiing. I'm
very lucky to have the privilege to enjoy 50 per
cent of my life this way. It's a very nice balance.
MH: You've always seemed quite balanced in
your approach to racing — in faet, in terms of
everything vou do.

GB: Yeah, but don’t underestimate the daily
pressure you're under when vou're racing. You
have to deliver, and it doesn’t matter which

side of the pitwall you are. It’s a highly, highly
competitive sport in a pool of sharks. I enjoved it
very much — but it wears you out.

MH: When did vou feel the most pressure?

GB: In 1997 at the end of my career when

I was with Benetton. I knew my time was over.
The team was collapsing because Ross Brawn
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was going to Ferrari, Rory Byrne — a brilliant
guy — was gone and Flavio Briatore was into the
political scene. T was worn out. Then T lost my
father. And then I was sick and missed three
races. I knew that would be it for me at the end
of the season. It was a high-pressure situation.
MH: And vet vou had your last win — an
meredible drive — at Hockenheim.

GB: I'll never forget that. I said to myself: ‘T have
to show my capability once more and then I can
forget it.” That showed me how much of this is

in the head because I really shouldn’t have done
this race. I had just come out of hospital; Flavio
didn’t want me in the race and tried everything
to stop me. People were very nice, but with a
kind of smile that said: “"What you are doing back
here again?' The Benetton wasn't a winning car,
but I knew I had to prove myself. That win came
because 1 somehow put all my forces together.

I was full of antibiotics from a sinus operation; 1
was physically not fit at all. To win that race was
an incredible feeling.

MH: You then moved into management with
BMW and Williams; how did you enjoy that?
GB: Very much. I'd grown up in a family
business and I've been always involved in
running things. That's why I did all my contracts
myself; I never had a manager. So I was very
happy when BMW asked if I would like to

run their motorsport department. Tt was a

great experience to understand how a big
manufacturer works and, on the other side, to
deal with Williams. I've always had great respect
for Patrick Head and Frank Williams.

MH: Did you get to realise there’s a lot more to
this business than just driving the car?

GB: Yes, you get a much bigger picture; vou see
so many more tools you could work with

as a driver to achieve sucecess. You
learn it’s not just about

vou even get into the car. That's what some
people understand at a very early stage. That's
what Ayrton understood.
MH: How different was the period vou spent
with Toro Rosso?
GB: That was another great experience. More
of an entrepreneur exercise compared to BMW-
Williams. A killer responsibility at Toro Rosso
was finding budgets. If vou're BMW Motorsport,
vou have all the responsibilities and all the
pressure. But once the budgets are agreed, you
g0 to sleep and vou don’t think about that. At
Toro Rosso, it was very different. But it was nice
to take over Minardi and try to put together a
new team and find success. Obviously, to win
a race with Toro Rosso [Monza, 2008], was a
big moment.
MH: So, you saw Sebastian Vettel coming
through; you saw what the kid could do.
GB: Sebastian was brilliant straight away. We
could see this guy was really special. We had
difficult times with Scott Speed and Tonio
Liuzzi. Franz Tost and I were criticised for being
too hard on the drivers; for wanting too much
from them. I didn’t agree. When a driver cannot
deliver, you get all the excuses. And when, like
me, you've been a driver for a long time, you
know all the excuses: all the bullshit. But
vou start to think that maybe things
are different; maybe the young
guys need more these days.
And then Sebastian arrived.
Immediately, Franz and
I realised this was what
we had always hoped for.
Sebastian asked questions

\
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braking late. You
could sort out
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all day long. Scott Speed would never ask vou
anything. He thought he knew everything but he
was the most stupid driver I have ever seen.
He was not talented. So, here is a guy like Vettel;
very intelligent, very fast, and vet still asking lots
of questions, wanting to know everything. Franz
and I could not understand why BMW had let
this guy go. We knew we could do something
with Vettel and it worked out fantastically well.
The only weakness Sebastian had was putting
himself under so much pressure because
he was so hungry. It was clear that, when he won
the world championship, he was going to make
another big step because this pressure would be
released. And that’s exactly what’s happened in
2011, That's why Webber has struggled against
Vettel because Mark cannot make the same big
step forward by releasing the pressure of the
world championship.
Sebastian has started to remind me a little
bit of Ayrton. You can see it in his starts; you
can see it in qualifying when the maximum
pressure comes. You have to put your forces in
a very narrow window and you have to deliver.
Sebastian has the special capacity to do this.
Just like Ayrton had.
MH: Do vou think that Sebastian has changed
much as a person as a result?
GB: No. He's a lovely guy. But when
you work with him, you find he's a
= complete killer. He's a guy who
- you think couldn’t do anything
to anybody, but when it
comes to competition he has
the killer instinct. He doesn’t
show it; that’s the great thing
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about him. That’s why we all
like him so much.
MH: Talking about liking people,
[ want to backtrack for a moment
to 1988 or 1989. You were having
dinner on yvour own in Budapest
when vou saw me and two
of my colleagues
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come into the hotel restaurant —
you kindly invited us to sit down
and join you.
GB: The British mafia!

MH: Right! That’s what you called us. Tt was such
a brilliant evening. You made us all laugh with
the stories about your childhood; the things you
were doing behind cars, on skis, in the snow...
GB: Not on skis — we were just on our shoes.

We used to get really heavy snow in the winter
and the walk home was quite long. So, we'd

put one guy lying on the road like he’d had an
accident. A car would come along and then

stop, so our guy would stand up and say he was
okay — that he'd just fallen over. But the rest of
us would be hiding at the side of the road and,
when the driver got back in his car again, we'd
be hanging onto the back. Volkswagens were the
best because they had such big bumpers, but

the Fords were bloody dangerous because the
bumper was very narrow.

We would be wearing gloves, of course, and
we'd just hang on at the back. That was okay
until you got to a bridge going over a canal,
and there was suddenly no snow because it had
melted. We'd be doing maybe 50mph, with just
our shoes on the snow. It would be tough when
we caught a bridge because, with the Ford,
vou could lose your fingers when vou came off,
These Ford drivers must have wondered what
on earth was going on when they'd find these
gloves frozen onto their back bumper. The other
problem with this was that vou didn’t want to be
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and skiing in his spare
time (right)

the guy who got onto the bumper

and found he was by the exhaust.
MH: I remember vou also told us

about your road accident around the time
vou entered F1 in 1984. You were so, so lucky,
weren't you? It was a massive shunt and, if I
remember rightly, the first guys who came along
happened to be doctors.
GB: | broke my first and second vertebrae. 1
was lying in a river, half in the water, half out.
There was never any traffic on this particular
road at night, but these guys had been on the
motorway, coming back from a holiday. They
just happened to be passing through Austria
when they started feeling hungry, so they
decided to come off the motorway to see if
they could find somewhere to eat.

They came along just as I was having my
crash. They jumped down into the river to save
me. I was half-conscious and I complained about
my neck. They realised immediately they could
not touch me. The ambulance came and wanted
to put me onto the stretcher but this guy said:
“Listen, he’s going to die if you put him onto the
bed in a normal ambulance. It looks like he has
a neck injury. You need an airbed.”

The other thing was, these guys were
helicopter emergency doctors and they had
infusions and everything in the back of their car.
So, when the ambulance arrived, I was already
on infusions. Without these two guys, I'm sure
I would be dead.

MH: Do you ever see them now?

GB: Not for a while. They came to a race once.

MH: So they knew vou went on to do okay in
Formula 1? They must have been delighted. But
just how lucky was that?

GB: It really makes you think about
circumstances; about the things that can happen
to you in life. When you look at this accident,
here were doctors just coming off the motorway
because they were hungry. They came at the
exact moment I had my crash, they knew I had
a neck injury and they had infusions in their car.
You think about Tamburello and my aceident
there: big crash, big fire and I'm okay. And then
vou think about Ayrton; same place and he hits
the wall in exactly the same way. He has no
broken bones but the front wheel comes off, a bit
of suspension hits him at that critical place on
his head — and he’s dead.

MH: If it's going to happen, it's going to happen.
Is that what you're saying?

GB: That's it, ves. You just have to enjoy life
while you can.

MH: You've certainly done your fair share of that,
Gerhard. Thanks for sharing it with us.

GB: It's been nice. Good to catch up with the
British mafia again! @
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“What's the most influential F1 car ever made?” we
asked the sport’s leading technical brains. They all
came back with the same answer: the Lotus /8 and
Its successor, the Lotus /9. F1 Racing marvels at an
engineering phenomenon

WORDS 1ONATHAN EEYNOLDS PICTURES JAMES MANN

e've got a confession to make:
this is not actually the feature
we had intended to print. Our
original idea was to ask some

of the greatest technical

brains from Formula 1 past and present which
car they believed to be the most influential of all /M
time. But as we carried out our interviews,

rather than receiving a variety of responses, two /
cars were repeatedly cited as having ‘changed F1

forever’: the Lotus 78 and its successor, the /
Lotus 79. These revolutionary cars, with their / .~

specially shaped floors and skirted sidepods,

harnessed the airflow underneath the car to |

generate previously unheard of levels of . \
downforce. Frank Dernie, Mike Gascovne, \
James Key, Sergio Rinland, Gary Anderson and 1
Pat Symonds explain how after these cars,

Formula 1 would never be the same again. =

i — Valvoline-
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FRANK DERNIE
FORMER WILLIAMS AND
TOYOTA ENGINEER

THIRD ANGLE PROJECTION

MIKE GASCOYNE
CHIEF TECHNICAL OFFICER,
TEAM LOTUS

“The 78 was the biggest step forward in
race-car performance that happened in
my career. It showed for the first time the
importance of getting a large amount of
downforce beneath the car. The principle
15 that if vou get air under the car and
speed it up, vou get downforce. But that

wasn’'t the original plan...

“There was no intention
to Invent what became
known as ‘ground effect’
— It was Just a clever
engineer who observed
an anomaly in his data”

“Peter Wright, the aerodynamieist on
the Lotus 78, told me the original plan
was for the car to be pencil thin with the
widest track that was legal and the
longest realistic wheelbase. This was
because their previous car — the 77 — was
poor and, after making an adjustable
version of it, they concluded that the best
car was the longest, widest one.

“So the 78 was designed as a long, wide
car and Wright took a cardboard model of
it into the windtunnel. Colin Chapman’s
instructions were: “Measure the car
without radiators then put them back on
and target zero increase in drag.” So
Wright took a traditional aireraft-style
radiator duct and tried to heat and
accelerate the air using the radiator with
the idea of getting thrust out of it that
was equivalent to the radiator’s drag. But
Wright noticed that when the windtunnel
was running, downforce increased. He
looked into it and found that the sidepods
housing the radiators were sagging,
getting closer to the ground and
generating more downforce.

“So there was no plan to invent ‘ground

effect’ — it was just a clever engineer who

observed an anomaly in his data. As a car
I don’t think the 78 was very good, but it
had treble the downforce of any other car,
which made it virtually unbeatable. It was
a breathtakingly revolutionary concept.”

“The Lotus 78 and 79 were the first cars
to utilise under-body aerodynamics and
they've shaped every racing car made since.

“In broad terms, with a racing car a
third of the drag comes from the wheels,

a third of the drag comes from the front and
rear wings and the final third comes from
the body. The more downforce you generate
from that final third of drag, the quicker vou
g0. And that’s the fundamental principle of
all racing cars ever since the 78 and 79,

“Lotus had so many firsts: they were the
first to go into a rolling-road windtunnel.
People stuck wings on their cars, which was
sensible and obvious, but no one had taken
the next step and gone into the windtunnel.
From that humble beginning to Toyota’s
two full-scale windtunnels at £43milhion
apiece, that was the natural extension and
it all started with Peter Wright on that car.

“Colin Chapman sat down and thought to
himself, ‘How can we improve downforce?’
It’s simple aero: Bernoulli's Principle tells
us that if you increase velocity (i.e. the flow
of air over the car’s surface is quicker),
the pressure has to decrease. And if vou
decrease pressure on the body, you suck the
car down. It’s very straightforward. Peter
Wright and Colin Chapman applied that to
a racing car and it worked.

“In engineering, the best ideas are always
the simplest ones. And then when someone
does it, it’s so obvious that vou can’t believe
you haven't been doing it all along. Yet
someone has to think of it for that first time
— the philosophy behind the Lotus 78 has

shaped every Formula 1 car ever since.”

The ground-effect
Lotus had a 20-inch
rear banana wing,
which caused less drag
for more downforce

Faa T T

JAMES KEY
TECHNICAL DIRECTOR,
SAUBER

“Several cars in the modern era — like the
Red Bull RB7 and the Brawn BGP0OO1 -
have strongly influenced what we do but
historically, the Lotus 78 and the Lotus 79,
with their pioneering ground effect, were
very influential because they defined
evervthing we've done in F1 since then.

“I think there had been several attempts
at ground effect prior to this, but the 78
really began to exploit the concept and
define the way sidepods should look and
how they need to work. It also showed how
the floor needs to work and how the setup
of the car is critical for aerodynamics — all
factors we still look at over 30 years later.

“The floor is an efficient way of
generating downforce. Look at the
complexity of today’s front wings; it's all to
do with getting the most out of your floor.

All the furniture around the front is there

to encourage as much healthy flow around

the floor as possible. In fact, much of the
bodywork is designed to make the diffuser
and the front of the floor work better.”

“All the furniture around the front is there
to encourage healthy flow around the floor”
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about the experience

11 ight at the end of 1976, Colin Chapman said, 'Okay
Mario, what qualities would you like in the next car?’
| said the usual: 'More downforce with no penalty’ and

chuckled to myself about it. But | also mentioned the characteristics
of a March I'd driven back in 1972 that had sidepods in the shape of
an aerofoil. We were testing in South Africa and thought these
aerofoils were causing too much drag and not really doing very
much, so we removed them. Then | noticed a loss of front-end grip.

| mentioned this to Colin and he showed me their suggestion, which
was sidepods with a fence on them to keep the airflow directed.

“| remember testing the Lotus 78 at Hockenheim. | was going
round the Ostkurve - a really fast corner where we used to get a lot
of body roll - and in the middle of the corner | realised | was getting
a lot of grip from the left side. Colin sent someone off to buy some

Mario Andretti won five races in the Lotus
/8 and a further five, plus the championship,
dariving the Lotus /9. He tells F1 Racing

strips of plastic, and we extended the side fences all the way to the
ground. The next time we went out, | kKnew we were onto something,

“But every time we tested the car, it would be good for two or
three laps, then it would start to feel cross-weighted. Colin wouldn’t
believe it, but | proved to him that the car was twisting because it
didn't have enough torsional stiffness. When the Williams came out
with ground effect in 1979 they did it much better than Lotus did
because they addressed those very issues.

“The 79 was better than the 78 because it was much cleaner
aerodynamically, although it wasn't stiffer and there were big issues
with the brakes. But the car had advantages almost everywhere
else. | was fortunate to drive it and to be at Lotus at a time of such
innovation: | always said if you were lucky enough to be with Colin
Chapman, you had the best chance of being world champion.” —»

. i
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THIRD ANGLE PROJECTION

SERGIO RINLAND
FORMER ARROWS, BRABHAM
AND SAUBER DESIGNER

GARY ANDERSON
FORMER JORDAN DESIGNER

PAT SYMONDS
F1 RACING'S TECH EXPERT &
MARUSSIA VIRGIN CONSULTANT

“The Lotus 79 initiated big changes in the
sport — it led to a new way of thinking
about design. We knew about wings, drag
and aerodynamics, but that car opened
a can of worms. Yet the funny thing with
the Lotus was that although it showed us
the way, the chassis wasn’t that good. Tt
needed a guy like Patrick Head to look at
it and see what was wrong with it. The
FW07 had the aerodynamics of the Lotus
79 but with proper engineering. Patrick
understood the forees and introduced a
very rigid chassis to produce downforce.

“At the end of 1978, Lotus took the 79
to Argentina for testing and I travelled
from Patagonia to Buenos Aires to see it
run. The team returned to the UK, but the
car stayed in Argentina over Christmas,
as the GP was in January. A friend of
mine got the job of painting the car from
black to green and he called and said,
“You won't believe what I've got in my
workshop!™ So I made another trip and
took 160 photos of all the car’s parts.

“I couldn’t have told that story at the
time as my friend would have lost his job.

But I do remember that T had a box

containing photographs of every single

piece of the car — that’s why I went back
to the drawing board and drew that car.

I understood what they were doing.”

“Ever since the Lotus 78 and 79, everyone in
every formula has been searching for this
mythical underfloor low-pressure area to
keep the car on the ground. Before the 78,
the thinking was still mainly mechanical.
There were wings, but the amount of
downforce was down to the wing area and
efficiency. With the 78, the whole car was
effectively one big wing.

“Of course after the Lotus 79, a lot of
teams tried the concept, but not many stood
back and looked at the consequences of
overdoing it with airflow separation and
stalling and what have you. I was working at
McLaren at the time and we had a car that
generated lots of downforce from the
tunnels beneath the car, but it was so hard
to drive because it was so pitch-sensitive.

‘Porpoising’ [a back-and-forth rocking
motion caused by uncontrolled ground
effect] was the big problem. I remember
I was watching a Ligier go past the pits at
Monza and it was porpoising so much
because of the tunnels under the car. As
people did it more and more, they just
became lost and the cars got too hard to
drive. Then when people got a better
understanding, they realised there actually
1s a imit. The Lotus 79 wasn't far from that
limit — it was a pretty good package. It had

good downforce and wasn't too sensitive.”

the first car that
integrated everything”

“When vou're asked what was the most
influential Formula 1 car of all time, the
Lotus 78 is the obvious answer because it
woke everyone up to aerodynamics. But
Lotus had designed a similarly influential
the Lotus 49. That was

the first car where they really integrated

car betore that

everything: the engine was bolted onto
the back of the monocoque, the gearbox
was bolted onto the back of the engine
and everyvthing worked together. The oil
tank became a wing mount! I think that
definitely influenced the way things are
done in the sport even today.

But as I said. the Lotus 78 was the car
that really changed everyvthing because of
its use of ground effect. Evervone
suddenly started looking more closely at

aerodynamics after that. Before ground

"Even when ground effect

The effect of this ingenious design was limited by

was banned, people

still valued windtunnel
testing. Nowadays, it's a
fungamental part of F1°

rule changes. First came a ban on the skirts used
to contain the low pressure area, and that was
followed by a requirement for a ‘stepped floor’

effect, people used to put cars in the
| windtunnel mavbe once a vear, if that.

I Once people started to realise that ground
| § : ' : [ effect was the way to make the cars go

1c

i
L,
A ]
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quicker they started putting cars in ti

windtunnel, and the most significant
result that brought about was that even

when ground effect was banned, people

still really valued windtunnel testing.
Nowadays, it's a fundamental part of F1." @

4 .
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
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_ NOBNICH NOSFOLKE NOR 92 W ENGLAND | |
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TEAM LOTUS LMITED W

LOTUS 78 LOTUS 79
Chassis Aluminium monocoque Aluminium monocoque
Engine Cosworth DFV V8 Cosworth DFV V8
Gearbox Hewland FG400 5 speed Hewland FG400 5 speed

Front Suspension

Upper rocking arms, lower wishbones

Upper rocking arms, lower wishbones

Rear Suspensiun
Weight

- Lower wishbnnes_,_parallel upper Iinks__. twin radius rods
584ke

Lower wishbones, upper rcrcl{ir_lg__ arms
575kg

Wheelbase

272.8cm

274 3cm
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Jean-Eric Vergne's
Wheel of fortune
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Jean-Eric Vergne is supposed to be France's next
world champion = and the new Sebastian Vettel. But when you're on Red Bull's young driver

programme, failure is just as likely as sucess...
WORDS IAMES ROBERTS
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ook, it’s a bit like X Factor. Perform
well for the judges and you get a safe passage
into the next round of the competition. Fail to
impress and you're unceremoniously dropped
and consigned to history. Like it or not, that’s
how Red Bull's voung driver programme works.
The real stars — such as Sebhastian Vettel — reach
the number one spot. Those less fortunate and,
let’s face it, less talented, disappear. Anyvone seen
Michael Ammermiiller, Adrian Zaugg or Mikhail
Aleshin recently?

The process is not a charity, it’s a highly
pressured arena in which yvou progress through
the junior categories in the constant fear of
someone else emerging and knocking you
off vour perch. And it doesn’t just happen in
Formula 3 or GP2 — both Toro Rosso drivers are

“He's incredible.

He's out for him

Friday running with Toro

Rosso is helping Vergne learn

the ropes, under the watchful

gaze of Dr Helmut Marko

looking over their shoulders as the next wave

of talent rises to the top. Sébastien Buemi and
Jaime Alguersuari have competition for their
seats; indeed Alguersuari was to be replaced by
Daniel Ricciardo at mid-season, but by coming
eighth at Valencia he opened a performance
clause in his contract that meant he kept his seat
and Ricciardo went to HRT instead.

Behind Ricciardo is another youngster eager to
stake his claim, and the 21-year-old Frenchman
Jean-Eric Vergne has already started to gain
the necessary mileage to get up to speed. Last
November he completed over 150 laps for Toro
Rosso at the end-of-season young driver test, did
three days for Red Bull in the gap between Abu
Dhabi and Brazil this vear and will have three
Friday GP runs under his belt. He's been offered

self, he's ruthless.

he has a certain arrogance, but he also has this

great tenacity ag he never, ever gives up"

the stage; now it’s up to him to perform - and
head judge Dr Helmut Marko is watching.

“It’s very easy. We'll have a discussion and
an evaluation after Brazil and then we'll see
what we do,” says Marko. “When we have more
information on his performances it will be
easier to make a judgment.” And that could be
an extra year in the junior categories with more
Friday running, a full-time F1 seat, or complete
expulsion from the Red Bull family...

“You have to perform,” concedes Vergne. “If
vou want to succeed in F1, you have to deliver
all the time. Dr Marko says we have to perform
and win. That's it. Strict? Yes, of course he is,
but he has the best Formula 1 team and a world
champion driver. What else would he expect?”

LaSt yeal'. Jean-Eric Vergne

became the first Frenchman to win the
prestigious British F3 title, taking a dominant
13 wins en route to the crown. This year he
narrowly missed out on victory in the World
Series by Renault after a nail-biting showdown
ended with opening lap contact with his nearest
challenger — and team-mate — Robert Wickens.
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"-'ﬁ.fz__ﬂlﬂ;!@!j—_ét laps in a Toro Rosso in
Hnreﬁﬁ?é"\iﬁgne's first taste
of F1 in nearly a yéar - yet he
still managed to impress -

“He's very switched o

Still, he won five times and often had the
measure of fellow Red Bull youngster Riceiardo.
His F3 and World Series team boss, Trevor

Carlin, who also ran the likes of Vettel and
Kubica prior to F1, is convinced of Vergne's
talent. “He’s incredible. He's got all the necessary
qualities to be a decent F1 driver: he’s out for
himself, he’s ruthless, he has this Gallic flair
about him and a certain arrogance, but he also
has great tenacity as he never, ever gives up.”
On many occasions in World Series, JEV has
qualified on the third or fourth row, but with his
late-braking, dicing-through-the-trathe driving
— s0 reminiscent of Lewis Hamilton in the junior
formulae — the young Frenchman would always
haul his car onto the podium. Anyone who's seen
him race would point to his aggression, but it's
controlled; there’s maturity in his performances.
“I remember his first race for us in British F3,
he was leading and the Safety Car was out,” says
Carlin. “As it came in, he was weaving to warm
his tyres and looking at the car in second place
in his mirrors. As they rounded the final corner
he waited until the car behind was on the wrong

Watch out Ricciardo: Vergne's right behind you.
Both are products of the Red Bull young driver
programme, with Ricciardo (left) now at HRT
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Name lean-Eric Vergne

Born FParis, France
24 April 1950

Lives \ilton Keynes, UK

2011 World Series by

Henault: second, (four
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wins, nine podiums)

2010 British F3; champion,
(13 wins, 19 podiums)
2009 Formula Renault

Eurocup: second,

/

(four wins, nine podiums)
2008 Formula Renault
Eurocup: sixth, {one podium) .
2007 Formula Campus

France: first,

(six wins, ten podiums)

n and incredibly competitive.

When he doesn’t win a race, you're better off

not talking to him for an hour,_ "~

Ll T ]

part of the track, floored the throttle and got ten
car lengths over him before the finish line.

“He’s switched on and incredibly competitive.
When he doesn’t win a race, vou're better off
not talking to him for an hour. And when he lost
the championship at the final race this year, we
didn’t see him for two hours. But by the evening
he was over it, gave a speech, thanked the team
and in the morning he was on a flight to Korea.
He was already focused on the next thing.”

As JEV drew back the curtains on the Friday
morning of Korea, his heart sank when he saw
the pouring rain. That first run in a 2011-spec
car was limited to a few laps, but he didn’t put
a foot wrong and he followed that with 11th in
FP1 in Abu Dhabi, only 0.3secs behind Jaime
Alguersuari. Toro Rosso team principal Franz
Tost was pleased. “He gave good feedback to the

':" M.

i

7

engineers, was well-prepared with a prior run in
the simulator and although it was nearly a vear
since he'd last driven an F1 car, he did a good
job,” says Tost. “Our programme is clear. On
Friday mornings we get him to do as many laps
as possible as the aim is to get him used to the
car and the tyres. We want him to improve his
lap times and, so far, his speed has been good.”
But with just a few Friday outings and the
yvoung driver test, how does Marko know if he
has a new Ayrton Senna or a new, er... Scott
Speed? Toro Rosso’s chief engineer Laurent
Mekies oversaw Vergne's run in Abu Dhabi last
vear and believes that even over a few laps you
soon pick up whether someone is special or not.
“You might say he's the next big thing, but
equally vou can see if he's not ready to absorb
all of the procedures necessary for driving an F1
car today, so it’s a valid test,” says Mekies. “Also
vou have to respect people who win with such a
big margin then jump into another series and are
able to perform so well — if someone goes quick
in two different cars in such a short amount of
time, it shows there is something decent there.”
Until Marko makes his decision, Vergne's
short-term future is unclear, but Tost believes it
is too soon for a full-time F1 race seat. “Maybe he
should do another vear in Renault, as next year
with new regulations they will have faster cars.
Parallel to this, he should run every Friday with
us. This is what T would like, but we'll have to
see. He has a good future, but it’s in his hands:
we can give him the tools to do the job, but it’s
up to him to get the most out of them.”
Only then will he find out whether he’s good
enough to stay in the competition, or if he'll be
cast onto the serap heap... @
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Computer’s red-hot streak continues in |

[he Predictor continued its strong end

to the season with a 35-paint hau
from the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix, the
fifth consecutive week it has passed
the 30-paint mark.

That score came despite the fact it
backed Sebastian Vettel for victory
Levvis Hamilten for fourth and
Fernando Alonseo for fifth — all three
drivers ref ||""|ir-.] Zerg points as a
consequence

The Predictor salvaged a strong
score however by taking five-point
hauls for backing lenson Button and
Mark Webber for second and thiro
respectively and for tipping Adrian
Sutil for seventh,

That was then boosted by two
maximum hauls — Nico Rosberg for
sixth and Paul di Resta for ninth
proving perfect tips to take the
Predictors total to 35,
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Three-time grand prix winner Jonnny
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maximum scores, includ 'J||'-g arl
inspired selection of Lewis
for victory, Jenson Button tor ‘LI ird
and Mark Webber for fourth
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44 points, helping him edge clear
of sportscar ace Darren [urner at
the top of the table
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Famous Formula 1 occurrences from the month of December, many moons ago...

o Panasonic TOYOTA

i ;
YASONIC

- o— — —_— e —— — C—

Toyota's grand entrance

They had initially planned to enter Formula 1 in 2001 but Tovota
chose to delay their appearance until 2002, forfeiting a S11million
deposit as a result. When their grand launch of the TF102 finally
happened, it took place at the team’s Cologne headquarters on

17 December 2001, with drivers Allan Mc¢Nish and Mika Salo
(pictured right, either side of team principal Tsutomu Tomita).
Ironically, the pair had spent most of the vear testing the team’s first
chassis, the TF101, in preparation for 2002. After an unsuccessful

first year for the team, both drivers were dropped for 2003.
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51
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AGO

To the young
the spoils

Getting a kiss from Miss
Sebring GP 1959 is Cooper
driver Bruce McLaren who,
by winning the 1959 US GP
at Sebring on 12 December,
became the youngest winner
of a GP, aged 22 vears and 104
days. He pulled out from behind
reining world champion team-
mate Jack Brabham with just
a few hundred metres to go, as
Maurice Trintignant closed in
on them. Aside from the $6,000
winner’s purse, McLaren
apparently won several acres of

land adjoining Sebring Lake.
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TR v MONTH Coulthard for Benetton?

':'* F;-; ---... .EE:.'-. "ﬁéﬁ o " 2 4 Although he spent his time in F1 as a Williams, McLaren and Red Bull

ot EFOSR R TRk ey Iy driver, David Coulthard’s career in the sport could have taken a very
YEARS different path as his first serious test in an F1 car was actually in a Benetton.
AGO After a brief run in a McLaren in 19809, his prize for winning the McLaren/

Autosport/BRDC Young Driver of the Year award, DC tested the Benetton
B192 at a wet Silverstone on 1 December 1992, He impressed over 40 laps
and was an outside bet for the 1993 seat that eventually went to Riceardo
Patrese. Coulthard instead returned to F3000 for the following season.
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Happy bubbles ¢
' back for Lewisf

It's not champagne but it
doesn’t matter, as Hamilton's
mum inspires him to victory
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30.10.2011 / Buddh International

Vettel claims win number 11 with ease... yet more strife between Hamilton and Massa

ome on Now Seb,

on't be so greedy

India makes a successful debut on the F1 stage as Vettel adds
leading every lap to his usual win, pole and fastest lap spolls

ust. If there was one word that was on

everyone’s lips during the first Indian

GP it was this. It was unfortunate

that Hermann Tilke’s eighth complete
circuit design, and undoubtedly his best yet, was
dominated by such a simple piece of nature.

Perversely, the ban on in-season testing has

made visiting new tracks less of a novelty for
the teams and particularly for their drivers. No
longer able to spend days thrashing their cars
around cireunits, they have invested heavily in
simulator technology to the point where it is not
Just driver familiarisation that they are used for,
but also the initial setup of the cars.
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The level of sophistication in these simulators
increases year on year with the geography of
the circuits often mapped by LIDAR (Light
Detection And Ranging), a sophisticated optical
mapping technique carried out by flying over
the circuit and scanning it in 3D. For the Buddh
International Circuit, this had not been possible
and so the teams relied on the surveyors’ maps.
These, while accurate, do not encompass all the
nuances of kerb height or the elevation changes
that add character to this circuit.

Also unique to Buddh were the very wide
entries to some of the slower corners. These
open entries had been a well thought out means

of encouraging overtaking, but unfortunately the
dust had dictated that grip was only to be found
on one distinct line.

For practice, Pirelli had supplied extra sets
of tyres to the teams to allow them to explore
the circuit. They also provided more soft tyres
than usual, which was fortunate. To a man, the
drivers found the hard tyre almost impossible
to “‘turn on’ while even the soft tyre was taking
three laps to warm up and, with very low wear,
was improving with every lap.

By far the most significant event of first
practice was nothing to do with the new circuit.
With six minutes left, Maldonado stopped at
Turn 16 with a terminal engine failure. Double
vellow flags were waved at the scene indicating
drivers should be prepared to stop. Pérez and
Hamilton both set fast times through this sector,
thereby incurring the wrath of the stewards and
a subsequent three-place grid penalty.

As the cars and drivers started to flex their
muscles on Friday afterncon it became clear that
this was a circuit they could enjoy. True, the first
sector was little more than two straights with a
couple of tight corners but, even here, the entry
to the tight turn before the long straight was on
a rising incline. Approached at 150mph in fifth
gear the drivers had to sight their braking point
well before they could see the apex so as to bring
the speed down to just 45mph in first gear.

The middle section was more challenging,
with Turns 5 through to 15 providing a series
of fast curves and chicanes and Turns 10 and
11 combining to hold high cornering forces on
the drivers for around eight seconds, somewhat
reminiscent of the infamous Turn 8 in Istanbul.
Without exception, the drivers were voluble in
their praise, most describing it as by far the best
of the Tilke generation of tracks.

The sector splits determined by the timing
system separated the first mainly straight part
of the circuit from other sectors that were
more focused on cornering. This provided
some insight into how the teams approached
their setup for the new circuit. In gaining

"Tilke's eightf
complete circuit
design IS his
best yet”




pole position, Vettel was a full quarter second
down on Hamilton in the first sector, which
was reliant on straightline speed. However, he
made up over half a second through the corner-
dominated later sectors. Neither car had been
set up for particularly high top speeds, though.
Hamilton passed through the speed trap at just
2.3mph faster than Vettel (who only outpaced
the two Norfolk Lotus cars), but even he was a
full 5mph slower than the fastest cars.

S0 despite the millions spent on simulations
there were still different approaches as to how
best to race. While the quickest lap may be
set with a combination of high downforce and
low top speed, the better race solution is often
lower downforce and a top speed that assists
overtaking, even in these days of DRS.

Once these vagaries had been determined,
it was business as usual in qualifying as Vettel
secured pole position (that’s 16 poles in one
season for Red Bull — the most ever set by
a team over a vear). In terms of pure speed
Hamilton was just behind him, but it was
Webber who claimed the next grid position once
penalties had been applied. Toro Rosso were of
note, this being the first time they had got both
of their cars into the top ten.

As the lights went out, Vettel made a perfect
start with Button moving up past Webber and
Alonso into second place by Turn 3. Vettel
was concentrating only on getting onto the
long straight cleanly. This he did and, to the

I—
View from the paddock

First time for everything

The Indian Grand Prix was an event of firsts.
The first international motor race for the
country and the first time many Formula 1
personnel had visited India. On Friday
morning, Karun Chandhok was the first
driver to set a lap time around the new
Buddh International Circuit, while Marain
Karthikeyan was the first of his countrymen
to start and finish the race on Sunday.
Everyone seemed to enjoy the organised
chaos surrounding the event; on race-day
morning it was the first time I'd heard music
- a local sitar-based sound - blasting from
the Paddock Club, drowning the whole area
in a cacophony of noise. But that evening
was also the first time I'd seen a sewerage
pipe break, causing a massive hole outside
McLaren's hospitality unit,

Chandhok correctly predicted in last
month's F1 Racing that Formula 1 was going
to get a complete culture shock. We did and,
for the first time, we enjoyed It.

James Roberts

Vettel leads Webber
at the start, while

Alonso slides wide at
Turn 1 and is passed

by Jenson Button

BUDDH INTERNATIONAL CIRCUIT

Further back, Barrichello®

misjudges his braking
point and tags Pastor

Maldonado who, in turn,

collects Kobayashi

By lap 25 Vettel is
streaking away. Lewis
and Massa inevitably
collide, causing Lewis &

L
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to pit for a new nose
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After 60 uneventful
laps, Sebastian Vettel
takes the flag, making
it victory number 11
this year

disappointment of many, was never challenged
again. The only person to keep him in sight
was Button with some impressive laps around
the pitstops. Button, in turn, had to deal with
an early challenge from Webber but this time
the Red Bull needed fresh rubber too early

" excursion that breaks

Massa gets a drive- Fernando Alonso

through penalty and jumps into third
later has an off-track place ahead of Mark
Webber after his final

his suspension pitstop of the race

and the contest faded. Webber's excessive tyre
consumption was costing him time, not just to

Button, but also to the fast approaching Alonso.

With his tyres fading once again, Webber made
his final stop on lap 37, hoping to switch on the
hard tyres quickly on the ever-improving track
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and so use the undercut to hold off Alonso. It
wasn't to be and Alonso made a mighty push for
two more laps before pitting himself, exiting the
pits just a second ahead of Webber to go on to
claim the final podium position.

All of this was overshadowed by yet more
antics between Hamilton and Massa. Lewis,
in a better frame of mind, had been quick to
confess to his mistake in practice and accepted
his penalty with good grace. It does not excuse
the fact that it was an unnecessary error that
affected his entire weekend. In the race he was
disputing fifth place with Massa. The Ferrari
had the speed on the straight and Hamilton
appeared to be getting more and more frustrated
in his attempts to pass. On lap 22 a mistake by
Massa at Turn 3 gave Hamilton a chance and the
pair fought side-by-side through Turns 4 and 5.
It was not enough for the pass but two laps later
Hamilton used his KERS to his advantage out
of Turn 4, on the assumption that Massa would
have used all his KERS on the straight. It was an
intelligent guess and allowed Hamilton to take
the inside line into Turn 5. Massa moved right
to take his line, glanced in his mirrors, and then
turned in, straight into the ill-fated Brit. It was
clearly Massa at fault, an opinion the stewards
agreed with by giving him a drive-through, but

this did nothing to improve their relationship

or the dreadful yvear Hamilton is having.
Hamilton is proving to be an enigma.

A champion with style just three years ago

(ironically by one point over Massa) he is now

a magnet for trouble. On his day his driving is

a joy to behold, but as a team boss, yvou would

be extremely conscious of his current inability

to provide the consistency needed to win a title.

McLaren is his spiritual home but you get the

feeling that it is not his team in the same way it

was when Ron Dennis was his mentor. I had to

deal with this type of problem many times in my

career, even with world champions. Normally it's

only for short periods when a driver just gets in

a ‘bad place’ for a couple of races. It is necessary

to provide immense support but critical honesty.

The GP you didn't seeon TV

Taking you behind the scenes at the Buddh International Circuit

Alguersuari has competition as Webber
shows off his DJing skills to his team-mates...
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No, it's not the 2011
Lotus - but it does share
the same colour scheme

..while Vettel gets to business taking on Pirelli's
Paul Hembrey in a tyre-fitting competition

This iffy moment aside,

Schuey drove a steady
race to finish fifth

A sportsman has an ego that is as big as it
is frail and when he loses the self-esteem that
drives him to do things other mortals only
dream of, rebuilding that confidence takes time
and single mindedness. Lewis is a great driver
with skill and intelligence who now needs to look
deeply within himself, and his team and advisors
need to give him support that may have to be
cruel to be kind. If ever there was an argument
for F1 drivers needing professional coaches
rather than sycophantic managers, this is it.

And so the first Indian Grand Prix will be
remembered not just for another dominant
performance by Vettel, nor for the cultural
changes or superb track layout it gave the teams,
but also as another marker in Lewis Hamilton's
ever more difficult season. @

After all of the anticipation, Bernie just can't
wait to get the first Indian show on the road

As befits any new development, there's always
a few things left to finish off on the snag list



Indian Grand Prix stats

The lowdown on everything you need to know from the weekend in New Delhi...
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The Abu Dhabi Grand Prix

13.11.2011 / Yas Marina Circuit

Vettel e
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uals Mansell's pole record

o
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Lewis returns to

.. Lewis takes win three of 2012... @

N\

the family fold

After a troubled season, Lewis wins big smiles from his mum and
his team as he answers his critics with victory at Abu Dhabi

ith both the constructors’ and
drivers’ titles won, you might
have thought that there would
be an end-of-term feeling to the
penultimate race of the season. Not a bit of
it. There was still everything to play for with
Jenson Button fighting for second place in the
drivers’ standings, and with a four-way fight for
fifth place in the constructors’ championship,
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competition was as fierce as ever. Runner-up
spot for the drivers is a matter of honour, but
the difference between fifth place and eighth
place in the constructors’ championship is about
E£6million in income from broadeasting rights.
Other than the unusual sight of Alonso and
Vettel in the barriers during second practice,
it was business as usual. In Abu Dhalbn, the
teams have to get their heads around the most

RACE DEBRIEF by Pat Symonds

unusual feature of this track. At most circuits,
morning practice starts somewhat cool, but by
the time the race starts the track has warmed up
and the tyres are behaving differently. In Abu
Dhabi, with its evening start to proceedings,

the opposite happens. As the day wears on, the
later sessions are held in twilight with a drop in
track temperature and a reversal of the normal
change in tyre behaviour. With the tyres for

this particular race being slightly conservative

"LewIs deserved
this win and
Ne carried It
through in style”

relative to many of this year’s events, teams were
contemplating how best they could be used. In
qualifying it was a question of whether a single
lap or a slightly longer run to warm the tyres
would yield the best grip. In the race, the fear
was that the harder tyre, which was between 1.6
and 1.8 seconds slower than the softer option,
might be much too hard to use towards the end
of the race on a cool track.

The other concern was over the track layout,
which last vear produced a poor race with little
overtaking. Ferrari, of course, lost out most
from this characteristic as they saw their title
hopes disappear through what, at any other
track, would be a minor tactical error. For 2011,
of course, the DRS has all but eliminated this
sort of problem but, even so, the FIA decided
to allow use of the system twice per lap in an
attempt to improve the racing. Nevertheless, the
drivers still weren’t happy in practice, so the first
zone was extended by 75 metres for the race.

Ferrari were talking down their chances
for any sort of result, lacking optimism about
getting the harder tyre to work. In first practice,
both cars were sliding around and both drivers
suffered harmless spins. By second practice, the
track had dropped from over 42°C to 29°C and,
even on the soft tyres, they needed some laps to
get the tyres working properly.

Their pessimism was shared by Renault who,
like Ferrari, also feel they suffer on low-speed
tracks. Yas Marina, despite its long straights
is not actually a very fast track and, with an
average corner speed of around 75mph, it is



similar to Canada and the fifth slowest of the
season. Low-speed grip and traction are at a
premium, especially as any top speed advantage
that can be found on the long straights will

be unusable if traction out of the slow corners
leading onto the straights is lacking.

Joining the usual cars not making it through
Q1 was Barrichello; Williams are experiencing a
lot of engine problems of late. Maldonado was
already starting with a grid penalty for using
his ninth engine of the season and, on Friday
morning, Barrichello had to change his engine
after an oil system problem. The engine he fitted
was one he'd used previously, so it attracted
no penalty. His final fresh engine was fitted for
Saturday morning, but after just five laps it also
suffered problems, which could not be fixed in
time for qualifying. He also had to take a ninth
engine for the race but, having not set a time, his
mandatory ten-place grid penalty was academic.

The second part of qualifying saw both
cars from the five most competitive teams
get through, but it was Lewis’s time of 1min
38.4secs that impressed. It was only a tenth
quicker than Vettel's time — but quicker it was.

In the final qualifying session Hamilton could
not match his previous time, while Vettel dug
deep to almost equal it and steal pole by just
over a tenth from Lewis who, in turn, squeezed
ahead of Button by just 0.01sec. The young
German's 14th pole of the season equalled a
record held since 1992 by Nigel Mansell. It is not

I—
View from the paddock

F1 looks to the east

lt's not every day you get introduced to

the Crown Prince of Bahrain. On Saturday
afternoon, Bernie Ecclestone entered the
Abu Dhabi media centre accompanied by
Shaikh Salman bin Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa,
who spoke about plans for the sport to
return to Bahrain next April.

The unrest in the tiny Gulf state led to the
cancellation of this year's race, but Bernie
wants to get Bahrain back on the schedule,
Although fans criticise the sport’'s move
away from tracks in Europe, for F1 to be
truly global, it must visit all corners of the
world - and that includes the Middle East.

Abu Dhabi has set a standard for world-
class facilities and the Yas Marina circuit is
a showcase for F1. Like it or not, the Middle
East has invested heavily in the sport so
F1 mustn't turn its back on the region. But
the spotlight is now on Bahrain to reform
and solve its political and civil problems if it
wants a future in which F1 will play a part.
James Roberts

Starting from pole

YAS MARINA CIRCUIT

for the 14th time this
season, Vettel gets a

great start and leads

Lewis into Turn 1...

..but as he rounds
Turn 2, a puncture tips
him into a spin. He
limps back to the pits

and into retirement

Despite suffering from

major KERS issues

Meanwhile, Alonso has
muscled his way past
Button and is gamely
keeping in touch with

leader Lewis Hamilton

Red Bull put Webber
on an aggressive

' three-stop strategy,
but it's not enough to

jump Button for third
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Button comes through -
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to take third place

a coincidence that Mansell’s record was also set

in an Adrian-Newey-designed car.

As the desert sun sank towards the horizon
on race day, the lights went out and Vettel
leapt into the lead. This was short lived — as he
entered Turn 2, the car flicked sideways and
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Lewis puts a troubled
few weeks behind

him by taking a well-
deserved third victory
of the season

slid off the track as the right rear tyre suddenly
deflated. Vettel made it back to the pits but the
flailing tyre carcass had taken its toll and he was
unable to rejoin the race.

With Vettel out, Lewis pressed on, but
despite the Ferrari rhetoric, it was Alonso who,
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having disposed of Button on the first lap, was
mounting a spirited challenge. After five laps,
Lewis had pulled out 2.6secs and was balancing
his lead against what he was asking of his tyres.

Behind them, Webber and Button were racing
wheel to wheel. In so doing, they were being
dropped by the leaders. Button’s problems were
compounded by a KERS fault, which was not
only sapping him of power at crucial stages
but also compromising his braking ability and
making it difficult for him to fend off Webber.

Massa was the first of the top ten to pit on
lap 15. Lewis came in next time round, followed
by Alonso and Button. Webber held out for one
more lap before he too stopped, but a slow right
rear change dropped him behind Massa.

The ensuing laps saw a great battle between
Button, Massa and Webber, but paradoxically
the double DRS zone made it difficult to make
a pass stick. Even when Webber eventually got
past Massa when the Brazilian made a mistake
going onto the first straight, he was immediately
overtaken at the end of the second straight
as Massa hit the speed trap before Turn 11 at
19omph, a full 8mph faster than Webber.

At the end of lap 35, Webber showed his
intention for a three-stop race by stopping for

Rosberg battled wheel-to-wheel with team-mate Schumacher early in the race to come home in sixth

the softer tyre again. Button followed the next
lap but chose the harder tyres to go to the end.
With Hamilton making his final stop on lap
40, Alonso threw evervthing into it, staying out
until lap 43 and slowly closing the gap. It wasn’t
enough and Hamilton was never threatened.
Interestingly, Webber had to drive a series
of qualifying laps to make his strategy work.
Leading up to his final very late stop he set nine
of the ten fastest laps. But his Herculean effort
was not enough to reclaim the 21 seconds lost in
the extra stop, even with an in-lap time nearly
two seconds quicker than that of anyone else.

The GP you didn't seeon TV

Taking you behind the scenes at Yas Marina

With little hope of a race win, Massa and Alonso concentrated on the washing-up
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| . F1 Rﬂdﬂg‘s very own ‘spot the haﬁ" cnrnpetifi_ﬁn-.

Extepi:-i'tis not really. Please don't write in.

The race was run and Hamilton was able
to control the gap to Alonso to take a well
deserved win. You have to hope it will exorcise
the demons he’s carried with him of late. Lewis
deserved this win and he carried it through in
style. It will have an important psychological
effect over the winter and I think we'll see a
refocused and determined Hamilton in 2012.

It was at this race last year that Vettel first
won the title, but evervone’s luck comes to an
end at some point. Even without him we saw a
display of excellence from his rivals that bodes
well for the season finale in Brazil. @

Lewis looks happy. Martin Whitmarsh looks
happy — have MclLaren won a race or something?

Petrov and Senna proudly show off their signed Ronaldo shirts.
Ronaldo waits awkwardly for his signed Petrov and Senna shirt...



Abu Dhabi Grand Prix stats

The lowdown on everything you need to know from the weekend in Abu Dhabi...

I 1. VETTEL

! RED BULL
[“ e - 1m38.481secs Q3
2. HAMILTON .
McLAREN

1lm3B.622secs O3

| B BI.;I;TDN |

U DHABI
RAV=

[y ;_,h ‘l

K | I
| g McLAREN THE RESULTS (55 LAPS)
| 4 WEBBER i 1st  Lewis Hamilton McLaren 1h37.11 8865
RED BULL Znd  Fernando Alonso Ferrari +8.457s
LS SR 3d_ Jenson Button hcLaren +25881s
| @ | g 4th  Mark Webber Red Bul 1357845 [
| 6. MASSA | 1m39.0 s Q3 5th Felipe Massa Ferrari +50578s : T —
FERRAR j 6th  NicoRosbergMercedes 4523175 ~ PASTESTPITSTOP G
1m35.685secs Q3 | 5 RDSEEHG /th  Michael Schumacher Mercedes +/5964s  Lewis Hamilton, 19.350secs (entry to exit)
h.ﬂERC EDES 8th Adrian Sutil Force India +771225 .
1m39.773secs Q3 gth  Paul Di Resta Force India +101087s ~ DRIVERS STANDINGS
? Sruf El %’ESEEE“ ' = 10th  Kamui Kobayashi Sauber +llap  1st  Sebastian Vettel Red Bull 374pts
1ma0.662secs Q2 | @ 11th  Sergio Pérez Sauber +1 lap Znd  Jenson Button Mclaren 255pts
— F:::gér:SUE “wlfnm 12th  Rubens Barrichello Williams +llap  3d  Fernando Alonso Ferrari 245pts
’7@— 1m40.768secs O3 13th  VitalyPetrovRenault ~ ~ +llap  4th  Mark WebberRedBull ~  233pts
10. DI RESTA ! 14th Pastor Maldonado Williams: +llap  5Sth Lewis Hamilton McLaren 227pts.
NFE ?EE”;‘E E‘H @ 15th _ Jaime Alguersuari Toro Rossoll +llap  6th _ FelipeMassaFerrari  108pts
| — | 11. PEREZ 16th  Bruno Senna Renault +1 lap 7th Nico Rosberg Mercedes H3pts
—L 1m dlDS. S;J i‘i Q2 17th  Heikki Kovalainen Lotus tllap  8th M.ichael Schumacher Mercedes 76pts
| 12. PETROV | 18th  Jarno Trulli Lotus +Zlaps  Gth  Vitaly Petrov Renault 36pts
RENAULT | '@ 15th  Timo Glock Virgin +21aps  10th  Nick Heidfeld Renault 34pts
Bl | 13. BUEMI 20th _ Vitantonio Liuzzi Hispania #+2laps  11th  Adrian Sutil Force India_ _3dpts.
_ TORO ROSS0 REUPEMIBHES o s e 12th  Kamui Kobayashi Sauber 28pts
14 SENNA | bmel Olhsens L2 Daniel Ricclardo Hispania____ 48laps-electrics 131  Jaime Alguersuari Toro Rosso  26pts
RENAULT Q’. Sébastien Buemi [oro Rosso 191aps —hydraulics  14tn  Paul Di Resta Force India 23pts
1m4l.073secs Q2 | — Jérome D'Ambrosio \irgin 18laps -brakes 15t  Sébastien Buemi Toro Rosso 15pts
15. ALGUERSUARI G
& TORO ROSSO Sebastian Vettel Fed Bull 1 laps — puncture/damage 16th  Sergio Pérez Sauber 14pts
: ¥ 30-second and T 20-second penalty for ignoring waved biue flags 7 illi
| 16. KOBAYASHI lmdl.lﬁsecs Q2 SU-secand and B sU-Second penalty for IFNONNE Waved tiie Nags ;th Eul::uans5 Earrl?ellu T\nllnams 3;3!:5
SAUBER oth __Bruno senna nenault _«pls
THROUGH SPEED TRAP
1mdl.240secs Q2 12th  Pastor Maldonado Williams 1pt
p— 17. KOVALAINEN : 4
eh LOTUS 20th _PedrodelaRosaSauber ~ 0pts
: | 1mAa2 87%9secs O1 21lst  Jarmo Trulli Lotus Opts
| 18. TRULLI . T, R p
LOTUS 22nd  Heikki Kovalainen Lotus Opts
1md3.884dsecs 01 Z3ird  Vitantonio Livzzi Hispania Opts
1%&'{-}?{5“ 24th  Jéréme D'Ambrosio Virgin Opts
- Ser Sl t: Sebasti i e
| WAd515eEs QL ortast SR owast: Sebastian - Jsth  TmoGlockVigin  Opts
20. RICCIARDO Pérez, 200.49mph Vettel, 100.41mph 26th  Narain Karthikeyan Hispania Opts.
M=t - 27th _DanielRicciardoHispania _____ 0pts.
et | 21. D'AMBROSIO TYRE COMPOUNDS USED 28th  Karun Chandhok Lotus Opts
VIRGIN _— o
|4& 1ma4.699secs Q1 » \ CONSTRUCTORS' STANDINGS
22. LIUZzZI o 1 RedBull BO/pts 9  Williams Spts
A A | . 2 Mclaren  482pts 10 Lotus Opts
-,1-.-.-: 23. BARRICHELLO**| Soft Medium Intermediate Wet 3 Ferrari 353pts 11 Hispania Opts
= WILLIAMS g
h@ . NO TIME IN O1 4 Mercedes 159pts 12 Virgin Opts
24. MALDONADO* | CLIMATE TRACK TEMP 5 _Renault /2pts
WILLIAMS 6 Forcelndia  5/pts e
1mdl. /Blsecs Q7 oL For comprehensive
e o 2 _ s Sun/clear oo M A e F1 statistics visit
en-place grid penalty for a replacement engine; 8 ToroBosso ill_pts A

** Allowed to start by stewards

F1 Racing December 2011 115

FHOTOS: STEVE ETHERINGTONSLAT, LORENZO BELLANCA/LAT, ANDY HONE/LAT; AMDREW FERRARCO/LAT, CHARLES COATES/LAT, STEVEN TEE/LAT



International Motorsport Events: Race Tickets, Hospitality & Travel

SelectMotorRacing.com

® Formula One @ Le Mans 24hr @ WRC @ MotoGP @ Superbikes @ Historic
Run by Fans for Fans

-!-)

FORMULAONE  LE MANS 24HR & MOTO GP
GRANDPRIX ~ HISTORIC TOURS WORLD
o ans 2 'SUPERBIKES

P Race Tickets & Hospitality packages Monaco Historic
» Choice of Hotels -
P Airport Transfers
P Circuit Transfers

» UK Travel Team to look after you

'BOOK NOW
AT 2011 PRICES

Le Mans Classic » Race Ticket & Travel Packages

Goodwood Festival Of Speed

Silverstone Classic WRC

Rallye Monte-Carlo Historic | :
Mille Miglia s e i e R e e e e e e S

gundwpuud Revival FREE 2012
Ni?*lir:rri:e;; Timer ; BROCHU RE

..............................................................................................................................

VVVYyVVYyVYVYVYYVYY

contact us on +44 (0) 1451 833 721 or email enquiry@selectmotorracing.com

www.selectmotorracing.com




My month in F1

Y -\ cry issue. Only in F1 Racing

KEEPING SCHTUM...

I still can’t make any comment about our driver
line-up for next year. We're talking to a number
of people and we're a long way from focusing in
on any one of them — the business of choosing

a driver takes time. There have been moments
in the past when I've said to myself, “I hope we
haven’t made a cock-up here,” but then that
person has gone on to win the title. What we
won't do is let this drag on until after Christmas.
We need to have it sorted by then so that we can
start the New Year knowing what we're doing.

MARATHON MAN

Wasn't Alex Zanardi's victory in the handevele
class of the New York Marathon fabulous? I've
known Alex for many vears and his performance
was evidence that his mind has not been held
back by his physical limitations. He's a great
example of mind over matter and I hope he
continues to inspire people for years to come.

RETURN FROM THE EAST
I've just come back to the UK after 50 days in
Qatar. It was a long business trip, but a very
worthwhile one and I'm not the sort of person
who gets homesick. A number of years ago

we recognised that Qatar had no motorsport
presence and they have since created a space for
us. The more we give them by helping educate
their engineers at the Williams Technology
Centre, the more they give us. The relationship
is working and there are opportunities ahead.

“Rubens’ pace in India was
ey

good, but we k o N we have
a long journey ahead of us”

BACK TO THE FUTURE

The main difference between my recent foray
into the Middle East now, compared to the late
1970s when I brought in the Fly Saudia money,
is that back then it was do or die. There was no
money left and the lights were about to go out.
Our business today is much more commercially
stable and it's much more recognised because
we've won races and titles.

A GROWTH AREA FORF1

It became evident while T was in Qatar that
motorsport is becoming really popular in the
Middle East. Races are reported extensively,
both in print and on television, and there are
now a lot of circuits. There's one in Bahrain,
another in Abu Dhabi, another in Qatar, another
in Saudi Arabia - you keep tripping over them!

DAN WHELDON

I was truly saddened to hear of Dan Wheldon's
death at the Texas IndyCar race. When I saw

a picture of his car, I shuddered, but you can
never be sure that a crash like that won't happen
from time to time. Lessons can always be

learnt and, gradually, the sporting authorities
are squeezing out the chances of death. Sadly,
it's not something that yvou can ever eliminate
from motorsport though, especially when vou
consider how many laps are driven every year.

WE'RE STARTING TO
MOVE FORWARDS...

As for our recent on-track
performance, we've managed to
improve the pace and consistency of
the car. Rubens’ pace in India was
encouraging, although his finishing
position was compromised by his crash
at the first corner. But we know we
have a long journey ahead of us.

BERNIE’'S BIRTHDAY

I wasn't in India, but I watched the GP with
interest on television while I was in Qatar.
The track looked fantastic and I want to
congratulate everyone involved in staging the
race — particularly Bernie. It was his birthday
that weekend and yes, I sent him a card. He's
a remarkable man and he’s still very sharp.

I don't think his brain cell count has reduced
in any way at all. Put another way, he easily
has enough brain cells to keep comfortably in
control of what he does. You never listen to
Bernie and think he’s just repeating himself,
or that he’s forgotten about something,.

On my mind this month...

“Wasn't Alex
Zanardi's victory

in the New York
Marathon fabulous?”

“Back in the
1970s when |
brought in the Fly
Saudia money, it
was do or die”

“Qatar used to
have no motorsport
presence, but have
since created a
space for us”

“l was truly
saddened to hear
of Dan Wheldon's
death at the Texas
IndyCar race”

For more information on Williams and what they're up to, visit www.attwilliams.com
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No comparison?

A comparison website
isn’t the only place to find
a deal on car insurance.

Comparison sites only quote for
single car policies. Don't miss
out on Admiral’s special MultiCar
discounts - go direct.
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o —— /
-

Admiral

;Er‘¢t‘..‘¢ﬂr Ef'_ e - | >
9 e"eﬁi@ TR TOT

e NG N )

=

!:Q? (DL - - -
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of your dreams
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The Independent
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FINISHING STRAIGHT

) >

ALAN = HENRY

Y oty vears and counting on the frontline of Formula 1 G
Ih.

il L}

A N i

Name changes are DI MONTEZEMOLO
R_I'IOtl'Ill'Ig new in Formula 1 THROWS A WOBBLY

So what's in a name? Not much, you
might be forgiven for thinking after the Luca di Montezemolo’s veiled threat that Ferrari might
FIA morphed Lotus into Caterham, Virgin withdraw from F1 if they don't get their own way over more
into Marussia and Renault into Lotus at testing, less reliance on aerodynamiecs and permission to
field a third car was classic Maranello theatre.

It reminded me of the hysterical occasion in 1964 when

the respective teams’ requests this month.
In fact the Enstone-based operation’s CV
now looks positively schizophrenic, having Enzo Ferrari fell out with the then governing body, the CSI,
over the homologation of the 250LM into the GT category.

The CSI refused as insufficient cars had been built for it to

started out in life as Toleman in 1981 before

being sold on to Benetton in 1985, thence to

Renault and finally on to its current owners, Mercedes have been through the most name qualify as a GT — which was correct — and this sent Enzo
Genii Capital, who have now gained the changes over the years:; six to be precise bonkers. He announced that he would be handing in his
rights to use the Lotus name. Italian licence and would field his cars in the blue and white

Quite what F1 historians will make of all this in the years to come remains to be colours of Luigi Chinetti’s North American Racing Team.
seen. Yet upon closer examination of the long-established operations on the grid today, His dissent lasted for all of two races.

only Ferrari and McLaren are substantially the same Cynics say Luca is

“E

Ven entities that they were when they started out on their F1 banging on because
Ferrari's aero lags
behind that of Red

Bull, while Fiorano lies

journeys. Even Frank Williams flogged off his struggling

dear 0 Id team to Walter Wolf in the bleak mid-1970s, so year

s b one for the current Grove-based team is really 1977 with
au er Patrick Neve in a private March. Not Piers Courage with

. a dark blue Brabham in 1960.
enjoyed an

Mercedes-Benz, of course, can trace the bloodline of

i n t er I u d e their current UK-based team (in reverse order) back

through Brawn, Honda, British American Racing and,

unused as a test venue.
I have sympathy over
third cars, but it's not
fair on the likes of HRT
and Virgin, who already

as B Mwll originally, Ken Tyrrell's squad, which was sold to Craig Ferrari went blue and white for  find two Ferraris enough
Pollock and his chums at the end of 1998. You could the 1964 Mexican and US GPs to cope with as it is.

argue that that makes Mercedes one of the most British teams on the grid.

Red Bull Racing rose from the wreckage of Jaguar, which, in turn, started life as
Stewart-Ford; Force India began as Jordan and did spells as Midland and Spvker; Toro
Rosso used to be Minardi. Even those dear old conservatives Sauber enjoved an interlude A FERRARI O N E- o FF
as BMW before picking up their original identity again. Sigmificantly enriched.

What is clear is that all this rearrangement of the F1 team titles over the vears has

created negotiating chips on the sport’s wider canvass. Unanimous agreement is required

from other competing teams, even those who have benefitted from such regulatory Montezemolo also buttressed
indulgence in the past. The his bid for a third car by citing
The evolving names of the current F1 teams whole process is carefully the example of the 1961 French
W Ferrari choreographed by Bernie (P at Reims, which was won
- ::cl.aren e e Ecclestone and the FIA, by Giancarlo Baghettiin an
atra =% Iyrrefl = { ¥ Honda ~* grawn ¥ erceges 2 !
& Williams who carefully balance the independently fielded Ferrari 156.
W Minardi -* Toro Rosso commercial realities of the He remains the only driver ever
lordan = Midland = Spyker = Force India moment with a need to to have won his debut world
B Sauber — BMW Sauber —+ Sauber } iy s o : hi e
B Stewart GP — laguar Racing —* Red Bull Racing ensure that it doesn' loo ALY SRR PIY. —
¥ HRT as though the competitors something I suspect will be
B Lotus— Caterham FIA granted name are taking the mick with too impossible to engineer again.
W /irgin— Marussia changes to Lotus, many spurious requests for Even by Ferrar.
l[aleman -* Benetton -+ Renault ~* Lotus Virgin and Renault

changes to their stage names.
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¥ 159mph
® Sth gear

A brilliant first corner and fantastic atmosphere make Brazil a classic season finale

——® 191mph
2 7th gear

¥ 66mph
— W 3rd gear

® Speed trap

@ 199mph Sector three 8————

@ 7th gear
.

A47mph @
Z2nd gear" _‘

143mph &
Sth gear ®

|
| @ 135mph
® 103mph

W 3rd gear

W 5th gear

B4mph
2nd gear*®

S5mph @
3rd gear @

HEIKKI'S CIRCUIT
HIGHLIGHT

I enjoy every corner from Turn 1

through to Turn 8. They're all
medium- to high-speed corners

Sector one &

and vou can take a lot of speed
into most of them. There are a
few different lines into some of
~ them, so you'll see people
! xattaul{ing through the whole lap.

-
-

l"“x._

120 F1 Racing December 2011



HEIKKI'S TOP
OVERTAKING 5POT

Turn 1 is probably the best
overtaking place and you can
take a variety of lines into it
because it’s quite wide. It also
has a positive camber, which
enables you to carry quite a
lot of speed into the corner.

® 171mph
® 5th gear

@ A44mph
® 2nd gear

® 146mph
@ 5th gear

8lmph®
3rd gear @—

—@ Sector two

156mph
® 5th gear

HEIKKI'S INSIDE TIP
You can make up the most time
around this circuit under
braking, and this is particularly
the case at Turn 1 where you are
braking and turning. However,
this does make it very easy

to lock up vour inside tyre.

Formula 1 is Brazil's
other great love

I really enjoy going to race in Brazil.
The atmosphere at the track is
excellent — it’s a bit like a football
match. The local people are very
enthusiastic about Formula 1 and the
circuit itself is exceptionally cool with
all of its uphills and downhills. And
while it’s a great circuit for the
spectators, it’s also a fantastic track for
the drivers because of its elevation
changes and blind corners.

"The track used to be famous
for being really bumpy, but since
they resurfaced it it's been fine”

The Interlagos track used to be
famous for being really bumpy, but
since they resurfaced it it's been fine
— very grippy and smooth. It's almost
inevitable that you'll get rain at some
point over the race weekend in Brazil
and if that happens the circuit can be
quite tricky, especially out of Turn 12
going up the hill.

Turns 6 and 7 are places where you
can see drivers run wide because they
are negative camber corners where the
circuit falls away from you. That makes
it tricky to get right. At Turns 8, 9 and
10 you can take a lot of kerb to shortcut
the corners. People used to struggle
with their necks coming into Brazil
because it's an anti-clockwise ecircuit,
but it’s less of a problem now as there
are a few anti-clockwise tracks on the
calendar. It's no problem for me as I
feel the same driving in either direction.
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CIRCUIT STATS

Round 19/19

Track length: 2677 miles
Race length:

190.083 miles

Laps: /1

Direction: Anticlockwise
F1 debut: 19/3

Lap record:

1min 11.473secs

Juan Pablo Montoya
(2004)

Last five winners:

2010 Sebastian Vettel
2009 Mark Webber
2008 Felipe Massa
2007 Kimi Ralkkonen
2006 Felipe Massa

Tyre allocation
Prime: Medium
Option: Soft

TV SCHEDULE
Timetable (UK time)

Fri 25 November
Practice 1: 12:00 - 13:30
Practice 2: 16:00 - 17:30
Sat 26 November
Practice 3: 13:00 - 14:00
Qualifying: 16:00

Sun 27 November

Race: 16:00

ILLUSTRATION: ALAN ELDRIDGE, PHOTOS: AMDREW FERRARQ/LAT, STEVE ETHERIMGTON/LAT: CHARLES COATES/LAT



AND FINALLY...

Inside the mind of...
¥ RUBENS BARRICHELLO

3‘ The pen-and-paper-based Q&A that you can win

- T e - ™ A1 . i /
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What's your favourite corner in F1? LU I'U; gl: C K C il S Who's your best mate in F1? /} LA S 'EJJ

A

TEL G o mo D
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If F1 could introduce one new rule, what would it be? h"rl} | E 10 W 'L./f: I:E, [‘T § f?L E ,(3, &‘5

What would you be if you weren't an Fl driver? MJ lj}r:ﬂ = | T:PUT_, f) '1 ﬁ"i:ff | WA S 6

-;I-.,I B o e p i = Sa® i
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- o - /! 1 ; | / |
What are the three key elements \ l AN 3\ signed [ ‘(A | ‘”u_ J { Wi |

? -\ \ o - f 4 LY/ -
to a perfect lap? %<l \&_.,:ﬁ} : | C |
ffeo: i =H—=R win Tius Form: @ r
2 - | A ". - l L | |
! | <' | :JJ ‘”’J '. = A0 WEEr O Bubens Barri n] = 15 ED | I
" o s M = =199
b {oSiTIvE |
g |
™ .- R C 2 8 N T W i) :
_‘.._-1 \ = ]_E-:!Irﬂ A ! .‘!I?ll|&l —I ;-I | e ”_ = c

122 F1 Racing December 2011

PHOTO: LOREMZO BELLAMCASLAT



HAUTOSPORT
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The Racing Gar Show

14 - 15 January 2012 NEC Birmingham, UK
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CARS : STARS : ACTION!
A GREAT DAY OUT!

INCLUDES ACCESS TO (revwm Pistontieads.com 5%

BOOK YOUR TICKETS TODAY

caL: 0844 581 1370
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seat.co.uk e
\

SEAT

ISN’T THE BEST ALWAYS SAVED FOR LAST?

THE LEON FR.

With awe-inspiring looks, state-of-the-art TDI and TSI engines, and optional DSG-auto with paddle shift, you can’t do better than the Leon FR.
Unless we’re talking about the 211PS FR+. After all, this version comes with striking 18" alloy wheels and dual-zone climate control. Not to mention
a media system with satellite navigation and Bluetooth®. But naturally we've saved the best news for last: the FR is available with 3 years free
servicing® and low rate 8.9% APR representative finance.

LEON FR LEON FR+
- XDS AND ESP - BI-XENON HEADLIGHTS WITH AFS
- 17" ALBEA ALLOY WHEELS - 18" IBERA ALLOY WHEELS
- DUAL-ZONE CLIMATE CONTROL - TOUCH SCREEN SAT-NAV AND BLUETOOTH®
Visit seat.co.uk to find your local dealer and arrange a test-drive. MEMBER OF THE VOLKSWAGEN GROUP

Offer applies to Leon FR range models sold and registered between 5th October and 315t December 2011. Retail Sales only. Subject to vehicle availability. *Up to 3 years or 30,000 miles
(whichever comes sooner). Indemnities may be required. Subject to status. Available to over 18°s in the UK only. At participating dealers only. SEAT Finance, Freepost SEAT Finance. Offer may be
varied or withdrawn at any time,

Official fuel consumption for the SEAT Leon FR range in mpg (litres per 100km); urban 28.2 (10.0) - 46.3 (6.1); extra-urban 47.1 (6.0) - 68.9 (4.1);
combined 37.7 (7.5) - 58.9 (4.8). CO2 emissions 174 - 125 g/km.



